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I’llEI M.TnHV MOTE. 


Ihfju ^luib Chum!cl bin- i <»« utilightuiicd Uvngali, of 
matured conviction and character, v h'\ tiding received the 
stirring: of \\V Urn culture oui tbought during the 

early period Ur I >urT. work in Ihe Geticesl A-s«mblyS 
XnntitMofi, has continued faithful rn it through all these long 
nnd changeful year?. life extended tnnl varied experience, 
hi ireful habit of absarvatii-it nm( e,«nrns.-L his large strife 
of general reading and infarmatiati, and his rare sobriety and 
camestne^ of judgrntMrt t tmfiveuriy qualify (rim tor lilting 
the veil from I lie inner dnittcstic title- of his c uriin nicn, and 
giving such an account of their aOdal and religious obser¬ 
vances n ma y prove intelligible and rasirtJeiftc it- general 
English readers. Ill the iketdna which ht hsi* now pn>du£oi 
we are presented with the fiistributs nf “the harvest of a 
quiet c\c w that ha* long cneriEtadvdy watched the urangc am 
^ohigb of till* ancient --kicIv, and penetrated with living 
insight into the springs and tendency or tty startling changes. 

Although I Jiatl tr • eiium to am right of judgment 

Tifmis the present phaw.s of Hindu life, the yt ritor lv-rjjc me early 
inti- his cotimlencc, iinri from riiu apparent quality surd sin 
- v?it>■ nr his tpwk 1 hud jfatai ■'■■?. ; i - cncoflrnghig him to 
persevere, recommending him. Ii -wever, !*.. Ibavc historical 
specLihitK.ui to others and to coniine h initial I roll fiuihftil dell- 
titration of feei- within hi* r wu ^ver^neti. While hi* 
manuscripts were p aring ihmigh my hand?, 1 I*■••4c pain? to 
verify his description a l-v frequent reference to younger cdli- 
call A TMlives, wTmv in alt ames, connrnk J the accuracy and 
reliability of the details, The hook will ^tar-d on fa own 
incrsb wilh English >■ ,.l -i ivIlo-j. happily invi'casiii.yInter 






cst in the forms and movement* Hindu life ,u this transi¬ 
tional period when the picturesque institutions and habits of 
thousands of years arc visibly and irrevocably passing away, 
should gladly welcome it* fresh and opportune representations. 
And all who, viewing without regret the decay of the old order 
and animated by the faith of nobler possibilities than it has 
ever achieved, are actually engaged in the great work of reli¬ 
gious regeneration and social reform in India, should find much 
in these truthful but saddening sketches to intensify their sym* 
pathio and give definite direction and guidance to their best 
efforts. 

W. HAST IE. 

Tml OniHuL AUKtiiir'i Ivmrtmcix, 
zjrj Marc/t, /SSj. 






INTRODUCTION. 


[y presenting the following volume to the Public. 
I am ctinsciouji of the very great disadvantage I labor 
muler in attempting iu communicate my thoughts 
through the nu^ium of n language differing from 
my mother-tongue both in the forms of construction 
and in the methods of expression. My appeal to the 
indulgence of the public is based on the ground of 
my work being true to its mime, ] t professes to be a 
Simple* but faithful* delineation of the present state of 
'Hindoo society in Bengal, and specialty in Calcutta, 
the Athens of H indoosthan. I cannot promise any 
thing thnCMg ur sensational My principal object is to 
give as much information as possible regarding the 
moral, intellectual, social and domestic economy of my 
countrymen and countrywomen, The* interest atta- 
Chingf lt> the information and facts furnished Will greatly 
ikjxmd tin the spirit in which they may be received. 
To such of my readers as feel a genuine interest in a 
true reflection uf the present state of society in ibis 
country, passing from a condition of almost impenetr¬ 
able darkness to that of marvellous light, through the 
general and rapid diffusion of western knowledge, I do 
not think the details I have given will be found dull or 
dry Not a few of the facts stated will, I fear, prove 
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painfully ■ au-itsting to those who are cognisant of the 
many Encrusted defects anti ctdiciiHtefes still lurking in 
our social system. But if wc carefully look at i| we 
*fcall doubtless discover that ti is not nil darkness and 
clouds, -it has its crimson dawns, ik rosy sunsets/* 
Hie multitudinous ph^es or Hindoo life, though sadly 
ruvnlung and repulsive in many respect?,, havi? nrver- 
thclcss some rcdwmtog fenttor-i. revealing radiant 
glimpse of srrnpleanri innocent joys, I n discussing the 
various -social questions in iheir purely earthly aspects 
r+nd relationships. It may be 1 have treated some of 
them imdrqtlately and snperftt:titlly> lint in so doing 
I ckmii the ttitrrii of a humble endeavour after perfect 
honesty, 1 have in tin wise exaggerate*). but have 
simply follovvcij the golden maxim of “ nothing ex 
tenuaLc nor set down aught in maher/' 

The men of the land, anti not the land of the men, 
form the subject mailer of tny work. My .mmion 
h;i-i long been directed to the domestic, social moral 
in tdtec tual and rel tgious condition of the H indoos. T‘ h e 
deep researches of Hump van savants have Irdm time 
to time thrown a flood of light on the learning ant! 
antiquities oi India, We have -very reason io admire 
the great truthfulness and accuracy of their observa¬ 
tions in many respect* As Foreigners, however, they 
were naturally constrained to pay hut a subordinate 
attention to the peculiar domestic and social economy 
of the Natives. The idea of attempting a sketch of 
the Inner life int! InUriis of the Hindoo ■ in this age. 
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was originally suggested to the writer by the Rcvd. 
Drs. Duff and Charles—two Christian philanthropists, 
whose names are deservedly enshrined in the grateful 
memory of t he Hindoo comm unity of Bengal, the great 
centre of their educational and religious achievements. 
h was cordially approved by that high-minded states¬ 
man, Sir Dories Thenphihis, afterwards Lord MeKaffc 
who practically taught the Indian Public what a writer 
in lhe J ‘ A imtmii.h Cmtury so aptly oils the great 
Trinity ^’liberty,—freedom of speech. frt edom ofimT, 
and freedom of religion. 

To supply this desideratum, and not merely to 
gnttify the muiml curiosity to know the inner life of 
lli! Hindoos, but to do something in tht line of social 
amelioration by 11 bringing the stagnant waters of 
Eastern lift into contact with the quickening‘stream 
of European progress.' have been the chief aim of the 
following pages. Should a liberal Public, here us 
well as in Europe and America, vouchsafe its counte¬ 
nance to this my first literary enterprise, 1 purpose to 
continue m> humble labor in the same sphere, extend¬ 
ing my observation, if advisable, to a picture of the 
soda 1 life of Upjier, Western and Southern India. 
The vast ness of titer subject is one great difficulty, It 
W UI open to all civilised and philanthropic nations a 
wide and yet unexpfored hold for the exercise of their 
thoughts and sympathies. 

To European^ and more especial! v to English * 
men, who have, for more than a century and a fcdf. 
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bMA tli£ great and beneficent arbiter* under Pro- 
ddenee of lIil destiny of tins vast empire a correct 
knowledge of the domestic anti social institutions t>f 

ihi- Him!.s cjT do- most vital importance being 

essentially rndtsperLsahte to a right understanding of 
the existing wonts, wished feelings and sentiments, 
oonduum and progress of the subject race. Many erro¬ 
neous ideas concerning the singular customs and obser¬ 
vance* of the i>eopteonmHa still prevail in Europe; and 
America. They are partly due to defectiviM>bserv.i- 
turn. and partly to the prejudices of mm whose 
rumcb are ton pre-ot :cupteil to proper! v understand 
and appreciate die peculiar phases of character* 
manners and usages among nations other than their 
own. Such men arc unfortunately kd to associate 
the Natives "with way* that art dirk and tricks that 
are vain. To remove the mass of mi sconce pi ion yet 
prevailing in same quarters by placing bdbrt the 
general reader a true and comprehensive knowledge nf 
the daily life of a people, who occupy such a huge 
spot on the earth's surface, and whose numbers are 
counted by hundreds of millions! is indeed an important 
step-towards the solution of a great social problem* and 
towards the removal of the gulf that divides the 
sons of the soil from the English rulers of the courtLry. 
The tendency of dose and cumttam intercourse is to 
promote an identity of interests between the two races. 
As a Native, the author may be allowed to have had 
tht* facilities rtrqmrir -f. it ,ri|!iir:ng | i l-uridea of the 
manners and custom* of hi* countrymen, which may 


.•onnivrluT'ttU' in sain- degree tilt drawbacks anti dr- 
lidieocies ruUMTaJly experienced by him on the score 
rtf language. 

T he Rev. W* Hastiu. B, Dw Principal of the 
Generat Assembly's Institution, and Mr, [ K Knight 
C 1 B*, have laid me under great uid lasting oblij.i 
lions by their kind .suggestions and encouragement. 
I havs partiaihuly to dunk the former fur the- prefatory 
note which he lis^ written in response to my special 
request. 


SHIB CH UNDER BOSK, 
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THE HIMflSQ. HOUSEHOLD, 
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T iji my intention in ilm fiiUowTtig^ png(*t (A endc+tvour 
to convey t^thr mint! of i Ite European reader sonic 
distinct itkn of the prvscnt manners and customs, 
usages xml faafemliciAK af my 1 f fndo* countrymen, illustrative 

of their peculiar Joint sete .ind wefet liabit* and the tuner life 
nf our society, the minnihe of which csn never be sufficiently 
accessible to Europeans. M Tt is in the domestic drdc that 
manners arc Itesi mscji, where restraint is thrown aside, end no 
exicmqJ authority controls the freedom of expression." 

1 «hdJ bc$n with a general Account uf tjie nnrma! Hin- 
duo btHisehokJ, as at once the living centre and meeting point 
of the various dements of our society. But as It is impossible 
to describe the manifold gnufe&m* or socfaJ coaiJirton in a 
Hingie sketch, 1 -ihaff draw from the domestic arrangements 
or k family of one of the higher castes ami provided with a 
itinvrnkm ,dwe «f worldly prr^perity, Only the principal 
:cn b in the group can now be ntlliclcd to. ant! some of them 
will be, doeribed 'V^h greak* detail in separate sketches. 

The family diapkilr of a Hindoo h r to all intents and 
purposes, a regular sanctum, n t easily accessible Ut the out* 
yiiJc w.ii-Jd. Its peculiar■oauv»tructi<'ri 1 it*, tortuuus passage-., 
itfr small ciunpartincma and special apportionment, obviously 
indicate the prevalence of a taste " cabined, cribbed. cun Rued/' 
ami jifcdtiulc the admittance of free vmfiktmn and free In* 
ti:rrmirAC. The i rorali of history have hug -nice established 
■ he fact liuit the dear confinement system which c\UIs in 
Bengal, was mainly owing tn the opjuevdj .us. r.f the Moslem 
conquerors and more recently to the inroads or the Pindarce 
fnaruuders commonly termed Ihrgfazt, tlie tides of whose 
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depredations are still listened towlUi gaping-months and ter- 
nfict! intiL_- r 

The jjraJuaj ccttfiftlidsfiort bf the British power having 
esiahlfelurd .m a fim i bask the *ecttHty of -life and praiMgit^, 
the per^gda arc banning to uVml themselves af ail improved 
i(de tif luibifatlun, affording bcttcT facjUuc^ nf utxumm.i>- 
ditkm anil a wider range nf lhe com lorn and c'wiveniunccs 
of life, From time out of mind there has exfeted In iljc 
country n sort of domestic ami social eturamy, bearing ndoie 
resemblance to the old patriarchal i^wttrm, rcrognWrtg the 
principle of a common rather or rider of u family, who cxcr- 
ck’ parental control over alL TJv~ %y*Letn tit’ a Joint Hindoo 
family* partaking nf the same food, living under the same 
ttxrf from generation to gentiffitkm, breathing the same atiuo^ 
fihrre, and w or-hipping the same gfx^ i- decidedly a tradi- 
ti"nn! inheritance which the partkplm structure of Hindoo so¬ 
ciety has long reared ami fostered. This side of tile subject 
will he enlarged upon in iLv projx-r place. 

A few v, m is iilnuit tfao respective pr.fotirrn and milks ..f 
the principal members of a IIIiudo& household will he in 
place at the outset 1 .-rhall, therefore, l>cgin with the A \irt4 
or nude head, who. as the term imports, exercises tupreme 
control over the whole family, so ttud no domci-Uc affair <d 
any importance may lie undertaken witlituit hi 1 * consent or 
knowledge. The financial management, almost entirely re- 
ggUttfo by bih ^ujxrri'JT judgment -Mom or tievor exceeds 
the available means at his disposal. The hoiFpi, dignity 
iiid reputation of ihe family ullolly depend on life prudence 
and wisdom* weighted by age and matured by experience, 

* 7>r lit* til. UckjHSW #hi> wi* >ht iitnilf |thj*es£fi ttTUic Nitlrt 

•nilTRiiTM.iff,— tWtww? tWHiriib l '*) 1 '— 1 • 1 - \ ■mmlirf v-f mrfcoidwi'i' 

mttt filL<. : !nl iii Itii f.unilj tlMrllE»i£ ieiv Isxxi mlatu irrtu-t-L r< I H| *t 

-fm «rt. s. ubuIJ cuUttf. A ttwtk -wn. nirjlrfaf |>r, fluff «Hrfibc 

faflj.ij«i?piit! K> jer shfl rtrrmtfrmM arnnkrn iht I 'ur ftpiihr m Klarittitaij, \Y<*t ,A 
Its f-'jwi Quir-L tiullUiHi ™. ll fl]J th« liildifcO suit fljiali*, bllIa ttul of 

|fac tamtfjF m’w, nr< L-.--i.j-r: 1h* Wbl mnr,- i i ,. 

Kjt to hCSI |00 i ' ' < ■!{« MK5C. 
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ITls own Individual Jiappfnc^ U identified with that of ibc 
other irttftftbcrr- »*l the household. There a proverhut ex¬ 
pression iimortg the Native?, teaching that the counsel of the 
;tgcd shmjLi be accepted for all tJu practiced purposes ot 
Hfe (except in i fow unhappy in-nances to be enticed here¬ 
after] and the rule t-verts a healthy iniluer.ce on the domestic 
circle. As the supreme lleud he lias nut only to look alter 
lh> seculnr wants of the family hut likewise to watch the 
piiitujL rirt J-; of nil the members checking irregularities 
by tin 1 imiid discipline of earned admonition. In accor¬ 
dance with the umjx! eoium-'i penccs of a patriarchal system, 
a ic ipeeuhk Hindoo L* often obliged to support a certain 
numtKir of hauler--oft, more r>r Jeh related to him by kinship, 
A broth--T, an uncle. a nephew, i broth in-in 4nw, etc, whit 
ill- ir bum Lie it, are tint unfrcqumtly placed in ihi:S humiliating 
Portion, notvuth tariding the currency of the trite apo¬ 
thegm,—which says. ’’it in better to be dependent on another 
torjW than to live in hk tnmi*.r This saying is to he 
supplemented by another which ran* ihu-- * Lta the 
g*jtUk of prcspeikvv alwaya commands a nnmerovi imm." 
The proper dgnifxcancc of the* jihc a-afs is but too practically 
understood and fdt by tlnsc wim have been uniortumUc 
enough to Lome trader lhdi exempli 5 cat ion. 

Next in point of importance in tile category of the 
tlutiicslicdidsU his wire, the 6Ats*r r i *r thr female Hcaiidu^c 
1 jKrtltiotl h a responsible mtc and whose duties -ire aiixc 
mnnif hi and ifilii' uit, She Inn t i] l‘>ok -l itt.‘j: the victualling 
department, report to her lin&baatil nr 500” the exact stale *4 
'ii 1 *p *i iv r * . :4*.r a)uu i- '.vantod. account t f the extra eon- 
sumprimvuf victual flulftjn th< aecc -Hty precaution agaimt 

' f.iUrr. IN *!iMy- |5iwit-!ai Minuet .in luy Lit - n inlh'i iMfnljf of wHolc* 
triiiih arc nr* ,/ » [^iiiJiitiL* n'lii-w. tn if 1 l ‘ pf*! **»*! - Ell!ri l f^wSha. 1 - • 
•jrtinaJl« .tiiViJ- 1 iwti i c isnWilf 11 .’ ltri=lrcniin3H 1 * |fc< tamtl vtEltti 

f«kvw *u They Sft* Ui»<sxUcd lu laiUm u i U*±r i^anctM in ite 

tm-l cccnwmk=4 nr-uuii* j:i;*4j4c- 
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btin^ rubbed, sc* that everyone k duly fed, ,m<3 that ihc 
file of hu^itality f, extruded to the pour and helpless, wardi 
thm the rules of purlly mre practically libscawcd in every 
dqxartrmml of th*' In.lundiu!iE, and make daily LirTUngir:Frunij> 
a* to what meaU are to be prepared for the day, The studj 
of dcmulSUe economy engages bej attention fro in tlu moment 
she ntulertake* the wiried duties in the inner department of 
a h'-uwaholif, the pr ip^ management of which. f*. lo her, n 
concerns! ■c.cLipitLkis, becoming her it-x, her portion, he* 
habjtiij*, Irnr U^te, Independent uf rhciie dm nestle charge, 
uhirh art enough to absorb her mind, she has other duties 
to daschorge, which shall hr End Rented lucreafter. 

The next chief cmusiuimiu in the body of the hotiic- 
EvghJ, are I h c d aughters an < I * laugh ters-i it- fa w„ whoic mi a t i ■. i 
position^ and duties demand j separate: notice, \ k'wmj 
froiti their clo*^ udalihmliip it h reasonable to conclude 
that they thou Id bear the kindliest feeling to cadi other 
and evince a lender regard fm mutual happiness, returning 
love fur love and sym^thy for sympathy. Bui, as dsovtiarc. 
Lin happily, >udi k the depravity of human na Lure that the opera- 
ts -n n| antagonistic influences mUmj ; fri/m dkdmihir idrr#- 
sy nciticic-*-., emhittert ft like. o> the sweetest enjoyments uf In 
In the majority o\ C£$ep> a mumf, the sister of Uit Uuatand. 
jthciugb nil ini Lo another family, it Mevei[t1iclc-<> ^olidtnUs 
lo minute* t< the duinfetic fdkit>- of imr jvyh or ihc wife tl f 
hl» farothej^ but unhappily her intent is often misconstrued. .iruE 
fte sincerity of htr motive qu^thmed. Instead of an un* 
clouded cordiality subci^ting between them, Lhc gertertmn 
affection ol 5 he one m but iihrequncd by Um otlicr. E 3 mice, an 
unaccountable Cuklrteii- commonly springs up between them 
which materially subtract# fnun the growth of d&tncaUc fdi. 
v-ev, Shame mi us that a vast adiuum id i ;_• norms cc atm,! pre¬ 
judice yet tending* il* iiic.ip.iLlL: of appreckting the highest 
aui of the social state. 
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WftttSf the ’several female tfiPTmb+rns of household meet, 
together, enlivened by the company of their tfejghboUr* and 
Triends (such vhnU bang few ami far between), these first object JI 1 ^ 
ul inquiry it; g$tH!ivtliy the amount of ornaments possessed.: 
their wprkimruiJdp. thiur value. Few tilings please better 
tljuin u conversation on thi> aubjece which from the absence of 
menial culture, almost wholly mi Tinpohjieg their mind, despite | - 
the natural tendency of human into!fo & progre dvc de- 
sclosjmcni I: not thu- ab,v>rbcd, liir time k usually fr;tiered 
away by sundry petty frivolous inquiries of a purtiy domestic 
character Ort matters of Lhu most Vital importance thrir 
tiut ions areas crude and irraittniaJ jis they ate absurd and child- 
* ish.* Lxccih in isolated Instances, ihcir bearing toivnnjs 
eaeti other is generally marked by ruavity. and kimlliitcss uf 
maimers which has. u tendency to draw closer the bond uf 
Union between them all. 


i‘ii\ dcaii> iUmtate lha V r./t* 


* Tlir fiiflpsc Jm; ksts 

...mu ftuwuo mi 4 folk? - Ami, .it, r*hui chip mi M'-ici vf «k dsn d 
rf.Ti>-er*=ti,-.i. hanKi* mi tbc r dad on of liic _vj4j. /■ fNtZ t rilMilMlial tnu^llLl Ik* 



- , , „ toiM, iin( fottif#44«; tlitif ip . 

♦SH? OHfcetn * «“* ^wnss flftt emi 

. , v * 1 1 '* mnU un,:r-:,:: :i:ni dill’ - ”W Ouj^." M- „ 

Iriajtahk dmiHm-fcdncn and iclf-ilniLtfl ,if ^ijtw ul it** Mw ru tr 
ll^lt 'ntUl^ltf *t*P«*feU* "l|Al Si |,, Sj.ptnrliS* i nn^SSTnVJ UBfPft (hr Plffl* 
r^WMH oT Mw tdL^lnn *f Until. wjd I, ihr »i(iri ikuiiited Ci/ra t-f jihsIj JCT , »» 
ccipire-r IA j : 1 ti". in «w || | mif min nm _«m-ij»i 1»j. !., ..hi. st . . h l. 

* JJJ? ""' ! ihr f.wifl W r^llfttt WKBfplntl *pfSST!i «jimt w 

f ^ m <ne ai- uf iuKltlikind l.m me fiiul Srsffj ,,if Mhnh rtlMkiw* m 
Hit IS«an► MiMiia? Tlrt unJntut IuJil-i1h*i4 *4 UuJ a | IsMbetbenJ *f eau 
hwjv pvteAf in the ir%i, n - f Ot.£ 

vr^ri W fb 'bs ^>hlc, »*!#»»*, Nmirfu. |ctpii*r anti JMmeet9i«4 «|. 
id fie [ oLsj;Pu* i!f ihc SaAik .\w t Bui i t«=fi j uia^j Wjb-, ^ a he- tirui Tir^»1«t Lw 

r n .Mbfll lltc 3 CI ^ Iptitlfj filiustkxt II.Ehk 111 Iiiuwb ^ m i,. 



!SS 1 SgSyg %WNrfdrl 4 lfflitj;. || » **Um to 
hELj ' >fe«M *»W«S contjikititj tiluiaiihJ idik JLl 

. KJ tcivi", -UC UlUlL'W. i,LL‘ l!, Ci 1 , etdiljl I rUM *. 


iU 



6 


nit ftfXDOO HOUSE/FOLD. 


It lit or. such xhm the amiable loveliness rtf 

human nature, it displuycth—brigbtciimg. fur a time, at least 
the otherwise datk region of a Hindoo icnajin ami cheating the 
heart* of k -* inmates. 1 1 E a thickly pftpuhlcd city like Calcutta, 
with Its brojul mud* and dense crouds at nil houra of the 
duy, without 4. c\n-ed cant cyancc, either a palkte or a carriage, 
ne> married female i-> permitted to leave the htittse even for 
a ?! ingle main e ei t for that of her sister, perhaps some three 
doors from her own. So great U the privacy, and pun&i- 
Eimufflcn* with which female honor i* guarded In t hi? Hast. 
The sanction of the male or female head tmiat as a ^taiidini* 
rule of fcniak 1 etiquette, be obtained before any ujic l.~ it 
liberty to go oilt even to return a friendly %-t ecremomnuttj 
visit. The reader may form an idea as to the tenacity with 
which llu ck‘-c ten ana system in a respectable family h 
enforced, from the dimira stance of a)-aung L\thnt or dm^ptOri 
in-Iaw The rules being not so strict in the case of a daughter; 
being *et down as immodest mid unmannerly, if she ■■ 
nrcklcntly =een to tre.nl the oilier or male K.mji&rtjjitill of the 
licalhc. If she but chance to articulate a word or a phrase so a= 
to reach the car of a male outride, ilie is severely censured 
and <tcp? arc in=tanlly taken, tj* teach her better mmn 
fur die future. Even ttie Ghmm, or ft male 11 cud, d ocs not 
escape censure for a l.kc offence. With suJi scrupulous 
pertin..nifty i> the privacy of the inu*r life of the 
society observed A social line oi dcmarca.iiati ia draw n around 
Uie itcnaiu w hich a genteel Kmdou female i* told ahd taught 
never to crtextucp, either in her tftttv ei r.nt^ri or bearing W**: 
boTo the day when she h incautiously led to move bcyotul 
hrl qyJieu, which, for all the practical [mqioics of Ilia, is 
3y hummed In by a ring oF mi arable seclusion, iUttS? 
trating the scornful lines of the poet i 

'' t, - I.—egt,. ijt^ap* initu eu Uipi- .if in*m 
bccluik te alms. ' 
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A Few advanced Hindna-y, msre especially the Hralimns, 
fl hn have received the benefit* of an enligh temp'd education, 
arc making ttccriiioiis efforta b jimuliorutt; die degraded troll- 
ililknt rifthcFr M and %htsn (the mother* being tooold and 
rnnserrattTe lo ai.-rpileste in the spirit of modern innovation 1 
and bring tbtrn I ■ t he front, If y. j^id ble, lav ignoring die rules 
of onh^ioxv-, Hut it h the firm belief of *mh 15 have txsn 
schooled by experience nml ofrsemitibTV that the linn ii yet 
far ilt.'stant when tht:i bold., -ra'C<rpmg t sttcinf rcvniuliori dm II 
I>c bn (light ti 1> nit vuth the gettcod cemseOMm of the people 
at large. Tire moral tom.- of Native society must be immensely 
raised* Its manrnrni and customs entirely Vein odd led, and its 
tmdkiuMiil institutions and prescriptive imgc* thonottgidy puri¬ 
fied before the consummation of so desirable mi object can 
be iucccsiifully effected. 

A Hindoo girl even After marriage, enjoy* greater 
liberty ami H treated mth more indulgence ml h‘:r fatheads 
lumsr! ihmi .it her fal rier-jn-br.v . The cause of tftri ■-/ fibviotis. 
Front the very period of heif birth, .he h numtred by luir 
mother, .nintA, lister:- mid other female relatives, nn less than 
in 1 ! ■: : fillsrf nOi. Ir I ■ i.l-I L!i: ;r;..I.j :(..■; -I (Jit 

family, all of whom naturally eontfmie to bear her the same 
Invr mid nlTcction thr aighnut her after life. A moriicr hugs 
her (turn; tender [y. caresses Iter more fufuliy, hang# *l>rmt Inrf 
Itinne sffection.itely, fi L-v-h greater sjftniiwthy in her joy and sor¬ 
row, and witchc* more carefully how ahe groats up hi health 
to her presalt irirte, dum a mother-in-law. Wludici -he 
b LTiting t talking or playing, htr mother ^ enre Timer evaies. 
Should maternal jixfanonUfon fail to produce the desired effect, 
a:, it does in a few [tuduicdi frvtumce*, the usual threat t>f sending 
Her to her father-in-taw’:-, acta as the mwt wholesome- cor¬ 
rective 

The webd relaxation* t*f Hhtdeo females have a very 
limited range. Some delight in rending the Mahahhimt, the 
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Rnmayan, talcs, romances, etc, while others are fond of needle¬ 
work, playing at cards, or listening to stories of a jmerilc dc- 
script kin Though they seldom come out of their house-*, except 
under permissive >anction, yet their stock of gossip i* almost 
inexhaustible They are generally lively and loquariou-, and 



.jt> L what they once hear. Fond of hyperboles, the sober realities 


b neither so pure nor «o elevated becomes a polished, re¬ 


fined community. It is almost needle** to add, that their familial 
conversation is not cliaracteriscd by that chaste, dignified lan¬ 
guage which constitutes the prominent feature of a people 
far advanced in the van «>f civilization. Objectionable nudes 
of expression generally pass muster among them, simply 
because they labor under the great disadvantage of the national 
hirrcnnc*- of intellect and the acknowledged poverty of 
colloquial literature. 

It b a well-known fact that Hindoo males and females 
do not take their rnraU together, Both squat down on the door 
at the time of eating. Hxccpt in the case of little girls, it is 
held ltighly unbecoming in a grown up female to bo seen eat¬ 
ing by a male member of the family. As a rule, women take 
their meals after tlm men have finished their*. There b a 
prjiuUr belief that women take a longer time to cat than men, 
Of the perfection of the culinary art, the former are better 
judge* thnn tiic latter. They chat and eat leisurely because 
they have no office-* to go to, nor any definite occupation to 
engage their minds in. A Hindoo writer has said, that com- 
tnunly speaking, they cat more anil digest more readily than 
men Naturally modest, the)' take their meals without any 
complaint, though sometimes they arc served with food not of 
tile very beat description. The choicest part iif the food is 


, ’/ffertJ in the first instance to the males and the residue is 

i df 
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kept tor flic female*. A woman is religiously forbidden ro 
taste of anyrhing in the shape of eatables before it fs given 
to a man. Simple in taste, diet ami habits, but shut up in a 
state of rlo-c confinement, and leading a monotonous life, 
scarcely cheered by u ray of light, they are necessarily pot 
receptive of large communication* of truth. ^ Jf $ * 

The children form an important link in the great chain of 
the domestic circle. When sporting about in childhood they 
have common!) sjiare person.*, light brown skin*, high foreheads 
beaming with intelligence, large dark eyes, with aquiline noses, 
anall thin-lipped mouths, and dark soft liair. The falntci* 
of their complexion is generally •allowed by exposure Co Che 
■mn in the earliest stage of childhood. 

The child grows up under the fostering care of it* parents 
amidst all the •urmundings of the family domicile. As rt 
advances in year* the mother endeavours, according to her 
very limited capacity, to instil into its mind the rude elements 
of knowledge. From the incipient stage of early infancy 
when his mind is rendered susceptible of culture and expan¬ 
sion, crude and imperfect religious ideas largely leavened with 
superstition, are communicated t». him, which subsequently 
rnmild Ids character in an undojirable manner. Ills early 
affection* and moral principles are most entirely influenced by 
the impressions he receive* at the maternal fount, and he sel¬ 
dom comes in contact with the outer world. He is taught to 
pay divine homage to all tire idols that arc worshipped at 
stated periods of the year, and his indistinct ideas grow into 
deep convictions, the pcruiciuua influence of which can only 
afterwards be effaced by the blessing* of western knowledge. 
In the villages "chdnnfoi sieaka " ur elementary lessons ore 
5ldl given as a sort of moral exercise. Tlic mother from want 
of adequate capacity or culture i* unfit to engraft on the youth¬ 
ful mind the higher divine truths, to teach tlic child how to 
look on men. how to feel for them, how to bear with them, how 



to 
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tii bo tniy hrmcsr, manly, ajid hrnv To " look bcnealjl the out- 
ivnnl to the spiritual* immortal and divine.' Solid practical 
witdtam, however, is tsEs^is extracted finm the most .tiuti jo 
place experience?, even by untutored minds* 

* Hntiur thy f*uhcr and thy muther ” is the first scriptural 
corryncjtK'mcmt with promise, the importance and excellence 
of which is early Impressed on the mind of a Hindoo child 
by'wTac, discreet parent*. And Hindoo* ah: honorably ■ ! - 
tmgilishcd by I heir afTrerltans for their parent-., and continue 
to be 30 even in the maturcr years of their life. 

in the cae=_* t>f a girl, even the mi st elementary fttsri af 
toetrucrinn fit neglected except that she occariurmlly studies 
the Bengal tee pi imer,—an innovation which the spirit of the 
time- Ciiuntciiancus. When of j ire pur age, he in sent to a 
fctnolc sdhonl where she pursues hur studies until nnalty with¬ 
drawn therefrom after her marriage. .’I - ,j rational Luring 
she input eantinuetoevritiee a natural desire ami aptitude for in¬ 
tellectual progress and to cany it on by home ncudy according 
toilet taste ami rollfa A few have made aadun idling 

pftygUSS despite certain formu!Ub!e obstacle-, which an 
mcri state <<t society inevitably interposes. The trad it id rad bug¬ 
bear of becoming a widow if she wore U* learn to read ami 
write has happily p.Lwt uway* net only in the great centre- of 
pducatinr but Itkewisain <evem1 parts up live rural districts, 
where, to all Appearances fcomlos are Just beginning, k& it wcjc. 
Ui ifeeii their r: lit to the improv „TB«ri of ihtrirmind I hi 
ia certainly an unerring presage, foreshadowing tho mi vent of 
natlotiil regent ratiuti in the fuliiic-g- of tim< Many 
being wcli-IuAt in ihc wer-rid engtigr- a ChristiaLn governess* 

^ . Tlw IMldfui mHEI lloulill—aa ilOiilrtl Hit> ntJ < l.^|V In (Jjjj £iiii*i^ - 

moi l ui t w? imjiiiL Uus Uii; 1 * ^I'RlUa it. jitllur IkffnUtMlI til MDHnn 
t> » 7-”ir;r n rrt it .-nS <i ihnr<«n v. i f s^, Hnt- Ittm pill InJui 

gw,l« '}*> »«dK lib* Mae <oH fe*^W3t it.im Iwme «r lift 

k*l-uyi Wfciu- to*. »nH -m, |y fiiimjml rj Her -V 

^ ®F W "I JwUWflwafhf * ■cm Uf d&w, himmei \itm'a hat >dl 
liitujii I-- the jjnnimL usJ iim mtfv >iop<4'{ ub( Li,rw;if css-^il i £ , ^iLi t..> 
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both for elementary instruction as well ai f. >i nradlc-woick, 
the latter bring an accompli ahm cut which even the must 
matronly Indies hitcc nnw taken a great liking lor, Thu 
introduction uf this art of tasteful product tun has, in a great 
measure, supcrsrdcd the idle, unprofitable gossip «f the clay, 
driving army ennui and slothfulor^* at the same time. 

In almost every rtspocLibte Hindu hnuseholtl ibrrc h. a 
tutelar god, chiefly made of stone and rvtetai after ofMt of the 
images of Krishna, set up on a gold or silver throne w iih sD- 
ver umbrella silver uterijfiis dl$dlciit»l to its service. Every* 
jti , rning and evening it i* worshipped by the hereditary* 
Purvb*t t or priest, who visits the house for the purjKKic twice a 
day. and who, the name implies, ] :t the first hi all religious 
ccrv monies, second to none but the gurtt of nplntual guide, 
l he offerings of rice, fruitf, OT-cctmtats and rmlJc, made xo 
slip god, lie carries home After the dose of tin: service, A 
conch is blown, a bell is rung, unci .» gong brat M the time of 
the Foojrth, when the religiously disposed jmrtrou of the in¬ 
mates* mak and female, iti a quasi-penitent attitude, make Lhdr 
<>btii’iUticc to the god und receive in return the hr.I tow benes- 
diciion of the priesr. The daily repetition of the service 
quickens the heartbeats of the devotee* and server mi remind 
their., Imircvcr faint!). of their religious duties Such a v. 
ship is popularly regarded in the light of an act of grrat merit 
paving tin way in everlasting bibs A siliublc endowment In. 
Landed pfup rty fo sometimes apart for the pentinneitt 
supported the idol* which is called the tftb&frt* land or InaEiett- 
abli:pmptuty*e^etirdizigtothc Hindu Slutsitfa^ Some families 

tb* iprsilB^ TN ItilEct Illtut *Uh uuaiemcjjl, tfulrUy Hiked hat fJAllt It ihc 
fail Iran iiar cyn tier i-- ska tii*lit &J tun rq;ht Kwit ** If. pair it I t \--.- 
Olhci lulicir^ tile Fimlli llepjiol forwinl nu| vKtsiAUKiif to trie ^iciness 

t‘.i my*, rii I’i- piiJlM r III '£E»! Hiw ■ urt I in, h «!i Botitiiq; eku* 

i«W lewh&to ihr «nritptir«il vjiil d rb frnulir oh A rA Jbe family <i 1If* hnittf.. 
Fidiii fciJilip tif -idtoci in [’livelier '.if Jwtt Ijiul^llil * ihe IllUitf ' 

lift fts» iiri bo td. Hie liMnjni' Uic Uft time 

iKrhurfy ilestrd if fciPdJc c4Ksk KtUri Unp iho Ik o^hk4 la giro Ur 

Wt in njili JiM iu jf uUtttuptmrL 
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tbiii have been minced to a state of poverty through the 
reveracr f.r Hi mine nmv live qst Hitt uMiiruet of rhe tffefcfaj 

Sand, which serves as a she**-anchor fa stormy w eather. 

BtiUlta Hie diuly Poujah of the hwmujJmld ddty there 
arc M-Iftm! r4tu:f extraordinary religimis edctiruiions -rich 
as Donrga* KaSi. J ugaddfr&trf Siiraswati K&rtik. 

Janmishtumi, Dole, JRftali, jatr&s cto, (the f,iUer 

fdttr being ail Poojnh,* of Krishna) which excite the religiuirs 
fen/w of tho VEiirhtiavats* as comra-d is tin gushed from the 
SaktU-R, the follower* of Kali nr Douqga tin* female principle, 

'Hie l menial daily dmils of a Hindu household next 
demand out attention. In the morning when the breakfast 
h ready the little children arr served htirt a* they have to go 
to thdr -vhr^dy t anti then the adall mule members, chiefly 
brothers, nephew*, etc., who have to uituntl tkefr office*. 
Wy «U down tu -u-vii on small bin of carpet on the 

r, while the mother sits near theirs not to eat but to sec 
that they are all properly starved ; dtc closely WAtohe* Uut 
each find every one of them \% duly satin fieri * §he would 
MCfOf fetS happy should any of them find fault with a parti¬ 
cular dish its being unsavoury, she tnnb* the cook and taxes 
heit-df f ‘f her own tranl of tuperv ikn-u in the krtchnn. be¬ 
cause the idea of having failed to do her duly in iIlU respect 
Is oil agony tn her mind. 

Ajs x rrmuier, idle ai’flih hcrwll of this opportunity to 
plunge into tcmvcrsaiimi, and consult her ton* ibotil the con- 
illtct of all dome.lk *£Qiir*, which necessarily expand ilsrrc 
are xdjuiictA loth* original stock, Fm example*4m lakes their 
«dv ICC a* TO the amount of expenditure la W taetirmi it the 
failhcnmfng wedding of S/uuuf Sfotsfe^ the youngest diujgh- 
tef, in dm month of hulguti, or February. Th^ i= an 
occtusioD, v hen tis+; heaii* of both the sous and the mntfur 
Overflow with the milk of human kindness, there if r 
de- ire to avuid extravag ance us (hr us possible 
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A prudent mother wisely regulateshsr« aepeniis acc ending 
to the nu'Jin- and earning* of hd sort*, 4 lul she >eldom ur 
never conns to grief. The idea of an 1-3era\ tgaul: H indot* 
mother is a solecism that bo= no existence in the actual real- 
jticA of lift She Is 11 model of economy, ikvuthm, duuJtit}, 
patience, sdf-dertitd and .t mar tjr to dome die aHccttim She 
may he w anting irt mental accomplishruent, which .s not ha 
own Fault* but the very large share of coftunnn-&siuw 

she is naturally endowed with, sufficiently makes up for every 
deildeney is, utl Uic ordinary concerns oI’life. Accustomed 
to kstik upon her sons a* the pride of Irt existence, she seeks 
every kyiLimato means to promote their happiness. If Iter 
daughter*-in-law turn nut queiulous. and fail out tine with 
another, which h mv: u It frequently the can?, dur nccondle- 
tHem by the panacea of gentle nmum^trance, Hut unhappily, 
'such. is Uie degeneracy of tile 1 recent age that tbeinfhi usee 
of whoEeseone admonition being shamefully ignored i* often 
!■• !*t in the cfpEiciysni of disc r I, ojprJ the inevitajiJf n rise* 
quence i>, lhai tjcluu -cl fishn e-,* dMitrLr* HcatW* hfessed 
|K,"act ? and " love awl^ friend id ii|^ fall ulT. hi Tallent 
divide." 

ATter the sans have gone to their respective offices, the 
mother charging her doiiu# retire* inu> the ifakttrgfutr (the 
place of worship) anti goes through her innrnipg servici-. ut 
the close of which she prostrates herself, dflVukcs the tu - u g 
of her guardian deity anil itr_n again changing h«f dotht*, 
takes her breakfast and enjoys a short liestn, while cheiving 
a mouthful of held ■-'-metime* mixed with tobucoleaf, In cutler 
to strengthen her teeth. 

In any sketch of a Hindu family It b necessary that 
something should he said *i*mt the domestic servant attached 

Hindu liouichold. The 070k, whose employment, tnv. 1 — 
some «, cry important considers lion*, may be cither a male nr a 
fenude. In meat families, a pcfcicnce Ls generally shewn for 
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a female cook* for reasons which arc obvious. The kitchen, 
being as a rule, placed in the inner division of the house, the 
females have an opportunity to assist her in various ways, so 
as to facilitate and expedite her work, which certainly is not 
always of the most pleasant nature. The dietary of ailin' 
du family, as may be easily anticipated, is of the simplest 
description, consisting for the most part of vegetables and 
. fishes, with a little milk and ghee, bat no eggn or meat of any 
kino- Not like the prepared dishes of the French ami Mo- 
"Hi jpth, highly flavored and richly spicod. the daily preparations 
are very simple ; no onion, garlic, or strong aromatic spices arc 
They arc easy of digestion and palatable to taste, being 
altogether free from alTensive and foetid %mclL The simple 
turmeric, pcpj»cr, cummin, coriander and mustard seeds, etc, 
generally impart a fine flavor to the preparations, which the 
frugal and abstemious Hindus cot with great zest. I have 
known the wives of several rich Baboos, take a delight in pre¬ 
paring with their own hands the evening meal of their hus¬ 
band and »an*. Thii is entirely a labor of love, which they 
go through with the greatest cheerfulness. It is necessary to 
mention here that without fishes, which ore very abundant, a 
nice little Hindoo breakfast or dinner in Bengal is an impos¬ 
sibility. The art of cooking should not be a mystery to all 
save the initiated few, it should be the study of every good 
and thrifty woman who is willing to sacrifice needless elegance 
and |x»mp to comfort and economy. 

This* ganronwnical digression will serve to indicate the 
taste of the Hindu in Bengal, and the very simple style 
of their living. Kven in the selection of articles of food 
a nice distinction U observed , fishes arc dressed in a part of 

* ffaa » Uuiunllt 0» Ktynlh fzmilt, vbr goes Iff lb* 

rnWMl (tsror o# Ha-mun IKu luuo) in oamrii lh*l the member* ii ocher 
nmfiirt omo.pt-ninety «*i #mf or l.ei bin.lt. SKr is *J*. ealli.il Mar* 

(H am.nl The rnlctuuaittj; .* * trutkik era! louk {cvxtcnhj * wxia*> u osr.- 
•kirrmi mt* 4ml nrrfHOAchahlt. 
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the kitchen quite distinct from where the vegetable dishes 
arc prepared, because a widow is strictly forbidden to use 
anything which comes in contact with fishes. Moreover, a 
widow would not accept a dish unless it is prepared by a real 
Brahmin cook, male or female. Should a male member of 
the family be ever dtq»oscd to eat goat flesh (be being fin- 
bidden to use any other kind of meat, save mutton, when 
sacrificed) a Sai-ia cook undertakes to prepare it for him. 
When finished, she changes her clothes am! purifies her body 
by sprinkling oyct it a few drops of Ganger water. Except¬ 
ing little unmarried girl*, whose parents are Setftos (wt^shippers 
of female deities) no other Hindu female is permitted to 
use meat even by sufferance. In other rigidly orthodox fami¬ 
lies a similar concession is withheld. 

The wage of a female cook, who in nine cares out of ten 
is a widow, is about six to seven Rupees a month, with a feur 
annas extra for Ekadushi— the day of dose fast for all widows— 
and cocoanot oil for her hair,* six pieces of grey shirtings 
each ten cubit* long, and three bathing napkins a year. She 
also gets an extra piece of cloth at the Doarga Poojah festival, 
u hen the most wretched paujKr, somehow or other, puts on 
new clothes. Sor|c of the widow cooks have certainly seen 
better days, but the vidssitudes of fortune have made than 
hopelessly destitute. As a rule, they bear the load of mis¬ 
fortune with the greatest patience. They chiefly come from 
the villages, and it speaks much in favor of the purity of 
their character that they ungrudgingly submit to the menial 
offices of a drudge, instead of being -educed into the forbid¬ 
den paths of life. Of course there are a few black »hrep in 
the fhxk, but happily their number is very limited. A male 

* In <inicT W r.irtrrrt the luu aiul keep it eJesn, ail Hlmta hmaio *» 

Benpj uy eocdtotu nil Uh the i ibej luiwtw fttt) ttunf bodies wuh nwi* 
Uni oil Wore UUht*j. Voang UUrv <*=aU**salJj tuc pwmdiuuu tor* fna*. 
•<*,•>, do., ohkfc. lu a ttU|ptn». senw, b ile»c«TalxttL 




in 


THE HINDOO household; 


k 

cook is always a Brahman. It is almost superfluous to odd 
that the employment in a family or the admittance of any man- 
servant Into the inner apartment of * Hindoo huuschold, 
which i» emphatically the great centre, as well of domestic 
happiness as of religious- sanctity, i» open to many objection*. 

The second domestic servant that demand* a notice at 
our hands l*. the /Aar, or maid-servant of the family. Her 
duties arc jdike onerous and troublesome. Like the potter'** 
wheel she incessantly turns backwards and forwards and 
know a no rest till about ten o'clock at night. She rises early 
in the morning, sweep* and washes all the rooms nttd veran¬ 
dahs inside the house, cleans all the brass utensils of the 
family, makes fire in the stove, pounds the kitchen spices, 
prepares fishe* for o>oking purp0*es» and attends to other 
duties of a household nature: Some maid-servants arc almost 
exclusively employed in taking care of children. Tlieir 
duties arc not to hard as thi>*c of the family Jht* indicated 
above These females arc often drawn from the dregs of 
society, and tlieir conduct, or rather misconduct, sometimes 
leads to the moft unhappy result*. Their wage i* about two 
Rupees a month, exclusive of food and clothes. They occa¬ 
sionally also make something by carrying presents to rela¬ 
tives and friends. 

I uext come to the male- servants : there are more than a 
half-dozen of them in a respectable family, and their servkei 
are in the main confined to the outer apartment of the 
household. They sweep and clean all the rooms, spread 
white doth bedding on the floor, change the water of the 
honkah i the first, essential both at an ordinary and special 
reception) fill the thxUum with tobacco, kothay, or trim 
the fine black bordered Simla Dhuti and Kalmajr Urmti 
, 15 atxxfs native dressing attire) put In order the lamps, and 
go u. Bjuat to moke purchase*. Their pay ranges from three 
to four Rupees a month, exclusive of food and clothes. 
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A *icli Hindoo, however, hn^ n large eMubUshmerit i »f 
vjr\ani_i in addition to thn^e men tin net! above. There nre 
:I ll rwam (door-kccper*0; syces fgrooms); coachmen, gardeners, 
sircar, cashier, accountant, etc^ cadi of whom dfehafga hi* 
functions in his own sphere, but they seldom or never coroe 
In contact with the female Inmates of list household. The 
atsMcv U the m e w l fcmpartititt tmtl rcs]xin«ihk penon, and Uh 
income is larger than that of any other servant, tjccairsc he gen 
his com mission from ell tradespeople dealing with Hie fuftf* 
tei All nf them get presents of clothes at the great national 
festival the Doorga Eujali. 

On- hhr,nm^a\h of 3 Baboo fs his mn .1 favorite wrsram, 
limn the nature: if his office- ht com vs into eh 5 sc-1 contact 
with Ids master, lie rubs 1 m foody with oil before bathing .i d 
somtiiino diamfxvH^ him,--4 practice which gMoally in* 
iJttcc-j Mle, effeminate hubitx -iori eventually greatly mcaiucE- 
lates a man for the manifold duties of aji active life, Imlccd, 
to study the life of a " tug rudhv swell** h to study the 
character of a Consummate Oriental epicure, Immersed in a 
ceaseless round of pleasures and hedged in hy a bod)- of 
uiicrKtiscinnuhlc 1 fellows, distinguished only for thdr Huttery 
and sun'il ity 

Except tn totaled in-lances the general treatment of 
ilnme>tic servants by their mastery is not reprehensible. 

Except such as ptisscsa a thorough insight into tin* 
pccultar myderic* 0 the innur ihe of the Hindoo society, very 
Frw are aware That a wife—perhaps the mother of three nr 
iour children — in forbidden to ojicu Her lip# or lift her vdl in 
order U> tpcub to Her husband In presence of her mothcr-in- 
M, ur any other adult mate or female member of the family, 
™ l **xy converge with the children without fear of being 
expired t-> the charge of impropriety; this Is the systole and 
diastole of her liberty, hut -she i« imperative!)' corn m a f hied 
to Mil her tongue arid drop down her veil whenever ihe 
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happens tn 1 >«2 an elderly tticmljef :ii her 'Uj, A phrase 
ti'isjJ Irv coramcm parlance i Rk#snr f'AnJntArrt) denote the 
utmost privacy .v* that uUjch tlic -■//* of a younger brother 
observe towards the elder Off her hintmitd, 

I l y -|(| unjiajdtuiflhle *»m M It were, in the former, even tp 
cmne in contact; with tlu? very Hwdoiv of the hitter. Tile 
rule-, of conventionalism hlrvv reared -in ^l.mimHiim pAtt!ti ii >i 

wniJ between the tu a Wt have all )> nrtu m r.Hr ip 

that modify is tt f[ua!!ly which highly adorns a wuitinB,Ten 
tlir peculiar domestic economy of the native#, curries thin 
gnhkit rule to the utmusl sttetsft of restrict toil* veiling nn 
sactcd> religious prohibition. 

T ile general state of H indoo female society, ns at pre^ni 
cwrUr luted, exhibits an improved mural tone, presenting tn 
editvmg contrast to the ponJivitm, of farmer thrift* *4 
f v a.* |xipuiar mriusiemcti L s arc concern ed . Tlie popular hitui re - 
ment^fjf the Hlndraa, like those of many European nntJi.ni, 
hitit rarely been characterised by o sent laity moral prmcipU *- 
llyt Hue Iq*** and immoral aiiiuacmimis of the former time 
do not now much interest niif educated fern ad l *. The 
popular Native jUftYV (representation&) do not new fart 
tJiore low, obscene cxptes*km$v whfcb was the wont only 
flonic thirty year* bach, yet they arc not* withal, jli-olnu Sy 
pure or elevated. It is true thru some of them arc touching 
and iwdhetic itt their l hemes, not jarrltij: to a mural reftse but 
admirably adapted to the l ^ic of n poiplc having n *uipi write 
aspect for ilidr idolatrous and mythological systems* from 
which ftimt tlT there Jtitmi are derive 1 J he marvellous It**® 
the mpemiUural always exact an mstfaicthe regard from tim 
ijritoi^m and the credulous multitude, descuutr 01 the tupefkr 
blcjhtg* of enlighten mein T‘Ue Pitnrk/T+\, 'irprcsntiled by 

female actresses on lyy which h given for the amusement oF 
the females, especially M the time of the retoml marriage. 
\w sninciitnfrs much too obscene mid immoral to be tolerated 
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in a zenana having any pretension to gentility. On such an 
occasion, despite n strict conventional 1 nitricriou, a depraved 
taste dearly manifests itadC. M uch has yet to be done to dcvc- 
Tojh; among the females a taste for purer and 

juch as are better adapted to a healthy stsic of -society. 

In Hindoo females there is a prominent trait which 
deserves to be commended. Moses. Mohammed. and Maim, 
observes Benjamin Dbsradi, say cleanliness is religion. Qean- 
Imcss certainly promotes health of body and delicacy or mind* 
When that excellent prelate, Hcbcr, travelled in a beat 0:1 the 
sacred stream of site Ganges seeing large crowds of Hindoo 
females engaged in washing their bodies and clothes on both 
sides c t f the river, at the rising and art ring of tbs sun, he most 
emphatically remarked that cleanliness is the mprctnc virtue 
cif Hindoo womtn, In the Upper Provinces, at all seasons or 
the year, hundreds of women could be daily seen with fisndttft ? 
of Bowers in thdr brawls slowly wallring in the direction of 
the river, and chanting songs in a chorus in praise ■ ?[ the 
“ inapproachable sanctuary of fifahadev, the great glacier world 
of the Himalaya, with its wondrous pinnacles* rising 24&QQ 
feet above the level of the sea, and descending into the amc- 
thy st-hued ice cavern, whence issues, in its turbulent and noisy 
infancy, the sacred river of India,"' They display a purity, 
a sincerity* a constant and passionate devotion to tbwr Lahti 
which present a striking contrast to the conduct of men steep¬ 
ed in the rjttagmire of profligacy. 

Our ladies bathe their txxjfcj and change their clothes 
tivicc in a Jay, in the morning and in the afternoon. neglect¬ 
ing which they are net permitted to take in hand any domes¬ 
tic work. 

In the large Hindoo households* the lot of the wife who 
is childless Is truly deplorable While her risters mc rejoic¬ 
ing in the juvenile fun and frolics of their respective children, 
sporting with fill the elasticity of a light, free, and buoyant heart. 
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she sits sulkily aloof, and inwardly repines at the unkind or* 
dinars uf titdbttd and earnestly inisikt* Mt* SkasHu (tin: 
pfttmn deity of all children) to Kraut her the inestimable 
boon nf offspring, without which this butterfly life i* waax&* 
ht;ti r unprofitable and hollow. 

The barrenness of a I lindou female is denounced as a ^ n - 
for the atonement of which certain religious ritt:* are per¬ 
formed, and rncrssant prayers offered to alt the terrestrial a ltd 
celestial god*; but all her *uper<;titiou_s practices proving in 
vain. only tend tn intensify her misery. 

In the beginning of this sketch 1 set out by stating that 
the peculiar constitulion of Hindoo society bears an affinity 
to ilie old patriarchal system, This is true to a very great 

extent The system has its ad vantages and eh advantage-, 

which are, m a greal measure, inseparable from the outgrowth 
of the social ofgauifitn. If properly weighed in the scale, the 
latter will most assuredly counterbalance the former, so much 
so, that in the great majority of eases, discard and disquietude 
is the Inevitable result of joint fraternisation. Leaded 
ship is certainly organisation ; it formed the nucleus oi the 
patriarchal system. But it is simply absurd to expect that 
there should always be a happy marriage of minds in all 
cases, between so many men and women living together, en¬ 
dowed with different degrees of culture and influenced by 
advene interest* and setttiraents. In the nature of things, 
it is impossible that d! the members of a large family,having 
separate and specific objects of their own, should coalesce 
and cordially co-operate to promote the general welfare of a 
family, under a common kader or head. The millennium is 
not yet come. Seven brothers living together with their 
wives *nd children under one *nd the same paternal roof, 
cannot reasonably he expected to abide in a Kate of perfect 
harmony so long as selfishness, and incongruous tastes and 
interests are continually at work to sap the very* foundation 
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of friendliness and good fellowship. Union is strength, but 
harmonious union under the peculiar regime indicated above, 
is already a remarkable exception in the present state of 
Hindoo society. If minutely probed, it will be found that 
women are at the bottom of that mincHiirvoua discord, which cats 
into the very vitals of domestic felicity Segregation, there' 
fore, is the only means that promises to afford a relief from 
this social Incubus; and to segregation many families have 
now resorted, much after the fashion of the dominant race, 
with .a view to the uninterrupted enjoyment of domestic 
happiness. 

Having briefly indicated in the preceding lines the chief 
family constituents of a Hindoo household in their several 
relations and characteristic*, it is scarcely necevs&ry for me 
to add, that whenever this interesting grotty consisting of 
sweet children, loving husbands and wive?, and affectionate 
parents and brothers, Is animated by the vital, Indestructible 
principles of virtue, practically recognising the obligations: of 
duty, the divinity' of conscience, and the mors! connection of 
the present and future life, it will be found to diffuse all The 
blessings of peace, joy and moral order around the social and 
domestic hearth. 




IE, 

THE BIRTH OF A HINDOO* 

gs»ge|H E birth of u Hindoo into the household or which he 
™ to ^ orm An ci^ristitueot I* ativmled with 

ci remittances which partake, more or less, of the 
religion he Inherits It has been said that by tradition and 
instinct as well as by early habit*. he is a r digin us character* 
He is bom religiously, lives religiously, cats religiously, walks 
religiously, writes religion‘ty, sleep* religion dy and dies rdl“ 
giously. His everyday life « an cndle-is -nieces don of rites 
j-ind ces i: mu tries which he observes with the utmost of scrupu¬ 
lousness sanctioned by divine venerating From his very 
birth his mind is imbued with superstitious ideas, which 
subsequent mental culture can hardly ever eradicate, so strong 
being the influence of Jus early imp regions. 

It b now generally known that Hindoo girts are betrothed 
even in their tendered year*, ami that the solemmsaticn 
eT llie marriage take* place whenever they attain to the 
age of pliberty. Thus it 1$ not uncommon for a young 
wife ti> be delivered of her find child in her thirteenth 
yunr t although the glory of motherhood is more fre¬ 
quently not realised until the fourteenth or fifteenth year- 
When the period of delivery arrives, and to her it & an awful 
period, which can be more easily conceived than described, 
the- girl writhing under agony h taken into a mom called 
Sovstikaghiir or Autoorghur, where no male members of the 
family are admitted* She is marie to we^r a red-bordered 
tube and two Images of the goddess Shuhtki made of cow- 
dung are placed near the threshold of the room for her daily 
worth ip with rice and durva for one month—die period of 
her confinements If in her tender age,the kb r txr a protract* 
ed on^ she often suffers greatly from the want of a skilful 
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pt.per midwife. ]$»« (to fo.ui. 4 * of 
thai noble IrtstitUliao, rile Calcutta Medial Cntlt^e. pn'\*a: 
Tni4\vi>t=j were not proainibta because lhy had had w *>' 
UnyiLic training: thnir proftsauxi war. Chiefly cfxnHncd Inihc 
Dome and B&gtlk* east<vyct acme of them oure known S« 
have asquint a iolttuhk' fortune, Thek fee varied from S T<i 
501 Ix-iKlcs clothes and other g»ft< the cciumJy, 

i'-ivingl*-- For <*mc >w^ t^tastmnp betief ha* T’™** u l' 
.utnonii.-'Oiuc that <Miv«y m tlw= ^ 1 *> ■ ' 

Kri .brm in very sale. They that follow thk rdfetol* h Jhic. 
Udfevod, in tl»e majority of ca** to have through the 

struggle nf childbirth quite rcath !<=*>. They use no nr 

♦ jiuthc in cold water imnirtlurtrh after delivery, take the 

erdinary f«nMl fri ra ;4 turn-, fiah and lamurimh 

ufTciiiii* them to dm find Hari, and >»n Wk 3 ot h day m&he a 
P.ic-jah ^ursWp’ omdocnumg in hr?m-r of the n quantity 

0 f sweetmeat* (?**&** ">“* ^ 5n4ii > dbIrfEvlMt ; 

them among iftlldrt* and ^ Thk tittM* to a*c4 

I fatiliicil. Tills strong faith in the gi?4 

pass the i*cri*l confuicimriu wtiUmuu danger. H rhe oXfr 
v|lf mg of =iuch women became stn-ng, thuir length m nuri- 

butul to the mercy o\ the said gftd.t 

A woman that follow* the old prescribed pmcike ha* to 
rake /Vto/fand J&tfi ami no through a *arici ww ^ *h*M*«. 
alte-taimrig altogether from ibr. use of eohl ^trr ar any 
ox^Hg beverage- She h^ t*» utufagn die nation or h«u for 
at five hours u day. The body.«nd M rf «*' 
bom babe in nfcW wHtl mustard oU-an mqitottim 

Which I* orndtlrredtlie |m*m alive of health in children. 
F.x^mrm Of the tooth* fo any shape, to mo* Mlaly pr*hl 

J jViilpi to DCI W m Bifts.'ir-I. 

j ;, \s 3 gfc££*«, <■ ■ * *"”• 11 *° 

“V(. Ilw- . n faA!kl.. «f l.f" Kill.* Wj. 


s A In i,. r -:aJ\i< 
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kited, ami the U'C nf certain mdigemius drugs und warm 
Applicntiutli Is made its an antidote n_«p rti»t K all Ji^casc* pf 
a puerperal character. 

While undergoing the throes of nature, the exhausted 
spirit of the expectant mol her is buoyed up by the fund bojpe 
of having a watt child, which, ill tile estimation of a Hindi*» 
female. [a worth a world of suiTcring. 

In the event i»f the offspring turning out a female, her 
friend* try to enoauregs her fat the moment |iy their assur¬ 
ance that the child born is a male, jinr .1 a lovely and sweet 
diibl, udiertM into the world under the peculiar auspices «d 
the grxjde- Shastht. Such assurances ^erve very much to 
keep up her Spirit for She !True being, hut '/hen - he is brought 
to her senses and docs nut hear the sound of a conch* lief 
delusion is removed, sorrow and disappointment take rhe 
place nf Joy and exdLcmcnt, her buoyant spirit collapse* inti 

* <tf$Qg reaction sets in, Thus in a moment, a grace in con¬ 
verted intfl a gorgon, a beauty into a monstrosity am nngdl 
Into a fiend. She curses tin* day, tfn> curses her fate. Hut 

* Mich h tile nr.ike and mtvlunism of human nature*" tliat slier 
soon resigns herself to the wise dispeQaaitons; of an over¬ 
ruling Providence. Shr gradually feels a dtrong aft'ccth-fl for 
the female child and rears it with at I the care and tenderness 
of a mother; she caresses and fondle* it as if it were a txtv, 
and lusf affection grow* warmer m the child giws. This fa: 
natural and mcviiablc* At the. birth of a male child, UU 3 
recurrence Is immediately announced by ambit Matui (round 
kT a conch), musician* without being jspnt for. come and 
piny the Um tom : the family barber bears the happy tidings 
to all lhe nearest relatives, and he fa rewarded ^vith present* 
iif moneyinti cloths. Oil, sweetmeats, fishes, curdled milk, and 
other things, are presented to Qic relating and neighbr»nr-. 


,1 ' .^ nr< '; n e *«**J*t " CCKhOrlaip; did! U *1 ,h* hmti f 

tH ciutili (U 3%lit a) l he sign of tnvfntr. 
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who, in return, offer their congratulation* A rich Hindoo, 
though lie studies practical domestic economy very carefully, 
is, however, apt to loosen his purse string at the birth of a 
son and heir. The mother forgetting her trouble and agony 
implore** Bidkitd* for the longevity of the child Sim cheer- 
fully suckles it and her heart swells with joy every time site 
looks at its face. 

On the second day after delivery, die gets a little sago 
and ekeemy vdjdh (a sort of parched rice). On the third 
day tlie same diet, with the addition of a single grain of 
boiled rice, and a little fried potattie or full bull, that she 
may use those things afterwards with safety. On the fifth 
day, if everything is right, the room Is washed and she is allow * 
cd to come out of it for a short time; a little boiled rice and 

w looitg dhall is her diet that day. 

On the sixth day, the image of the goddess Shall hi is 
worshipped in front of the room where the child was born, 
she is the protectress of all children. The Poojah U 
called the Seytayni Poojah (worship). Offerings of rice, 
plantain, sweetmeat, clothes, tnllk, See, are presented to the 
goddess by the officiating priest, and the following articles 
arc kept in her room for the Bidkdld Ptorootk (god of fate) 
in order tliat he may note down unseen on the forehead of 
tltc child its future destiny, t'/x, a pahn leaf, a Bengalee i»en 
with ink, a serpent's skin, a brick from tltc temple of the god 
Shiva, and two kinds of fruits ntinont and ; vf4a, a little wool, 
gold anil silver. On the eighth day is held the ceremony of 
Amf&rvny, or the distribution of eight kinds of parched peas, 
rice, sweetmeats, with cowries and pice, amongst the children 
of the house and neighbourhood. On the evening of that day, 
tlie children assemble and with a M (winnowing fan) going 
up three times to the door of the room beat it (tlie koolo) 
with small sticks, asking at the same in a chorus M a* to how 
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the child is doing,** ami shouting, u Set it rest in peace r>n the 
iip of its mother ™ These juvenile ceremonies, if ceremonies 
they cm be called, five infinite delight to the children, who 
are so met im vs prompted by the adult members of the family 
to indulge (n jocularity by way of abusing tJiv father, not of 
courae to irritate hut to amuse him. At the birth of u female 
child* in common with the deproefatiiaa in which it £s« held* thin 
ceremony k observed cm a very poor ^catc. Oti the thirty-first 
day after the birth, the ceremony of Sluist&i Punjab is again 
performed. Hence a woman who has had as many as twelve 
or fifteen ur more children, it ratted the S&axfti Jnwrt, or 
H the old W&swa of Shastbi*" Before a twig of a Sttfd tree* 
the priest, while repeating the usual incantation, presents offer¬ 
ing* of rice, fruits, m-cetmeste, clothe parched pea a lam! rice* 
olh turmeric, betel, betel -nuts, two eggs «jf a duck* and 
twenty-one small wicker baika BllcaJ uith£%,* (parched 
rkc) plantain and kUiUi, which arc ml) given to a number of 
wnmen whose husbands are dive. It is on ilu> occasion that 
the priest is also required to perform the worship of the 
gi*M&s Swbxcltintf* said to Ixr one of the forms nf the 
goddess Doorga, - 

Wlum the father first to see the child, he put* some 
gold coin into its hand and poure his benediction on its head. 
Other relatives who may he present at Utc time do the same. 

All resectable Hindoos keep an exact record nf the 
birth of a child* especially a male child* Every family has Sis 
Dan’jrfafgf/£i or astrologer who prepares a horoscojie in which 
Iiv nutes down the day, the h>ur and the minute of the birth 
of the child* opens the roll of its fate and describes what dull 
happen to it during the period of its existence, flu 
horoscopes arc so much rdfed cm, that if it \s stated therein 
that the stellar mansion under which the child wa* born was 
not good, and that it shall he exposed to serious dangers, 


* l-'w stiv pflfuWj il«y w dm gftWra Soot*ciu«* tee N^c ll r 
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either from sickness or accident, at such a period of its life, 
every possible care is taken through Grahojo$ and ^ustyan 
(religious atonement) to propitiate the god of fate, and ward 
off the apprehended danger before it comes to pass. These 
papers are carefully preserved by the parents, who occa¬ 
sionally refer to them when anything, good or evil, happens 
to the child. A Hindoo astrologer is a man of high preten¬ 
sions ; he dive* Into the womb of futurity and foretells what 
shall happen to a man In this life, without thinking for a 
moment, that our Creator has not vouchsafed to us the power* 
of divination. In a court of justice these papers are of great 
value in verifying the exact age of a person, and at the time 
of marriage, or rather before ir, they are carefully consulted 
as to the nature of the stellar mansion under which both the 
boy and girl were born, and the peculiar circumstances by 
which they were surrounded. Many a match is broken off be¬ 
cause the twelve signs in the zodiac do not coincide; for 
instance, if the boy be of the Lion raxs (sign) and the girl 
■of the lurrub rass , the one, it is said, will destroy the other; 
■ so these paper* arc of very great importance when a matri- 
| monial alliance is in course of being negotiated. 

When a male child is six months old, the parents 
I make |»rcparations for the celebration of the ljnnvpnisuitt % nr 
christening, when not only a name is given to the child, but 
it gets boiled rice for the first time. On this occasion, the 
father is required to perform a ffidhi Shrdd so called from 
the increase and preservation of the members of the family. 
Some who live near Calcutta celebrate the rite by going to 
Kallcc Ghaut, ami procuring a little bailed rice through one of 
the priests of the sacred fane at a cost of eight or ten Rupees. 
When the rice is brought home a few grains arc put into the 
mouth of the child by a male member of the family. The 
ceremony being thus jxrrformcd the child fmm that day is 
allowed to take prepared food if necessary. Such families 
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35 du not chixjsc !o go to Kaltcc Ghaut observe the cere¬ 
mony at home, and spend from 2o0 lu 3C0 Rupees in iced lug 
the Urafcunans, friends and rdotives, who, m return* * offer 
their benediction and give from one to ton Rupees each to 
the child, which being shaved, dad In a silk garment, and 
adorned with gold ornaments, is hrDitght out for the purpose 
after the entertain men L 11 Is on such occasions thjt splen¬ 
did dowries are sutthi! on some children in grant> of land 
or of Government securities, and I have known instances in 
which a dowry amounted to a lakh of Rupees Of late years, 
lilt practice; erf making gift-* b> ihe child being held in the 
obnoxious light of a tax, the good taste of saint; I1R5 fed 
Ihcm to confine the rite within the circumscribed limit j f 
their own family. Superstition has its influence in making 
ihc choice of the name given to the child. The I tin duo 1 arc 
generally named after their god* and gocfchsst^. under * 
belief that the repetition of such names in the daily Inter¬ 
course or life Will not only absolve them from sins, blit give 
them pres ent happiness anti hope of blessedness in n state of 
endless duration. Some parents purposely give an unpleasant 
name to a child, trust may be Imm after repeated be* cave- 
incuts, believing thereby the curse* of the wicked sbail f*fl 
innocuous on it s head, Such names are Xufat, GobtrrtUionc, 
Gliooic, Tmeuny, Pantheumv Booklu, &c. In the case of 
females, sJie who lias many daughters,, and does not wrah for 
more, gives them such names as (cessation,) Arnd 

(no more.) G&jrttd (despised.) Ore cft *4 (expression of con- 
tempt) 1 * 


“ ^ pari fjmnl li'in hf'iii ' mUcUec J fenj, Ihfimtidilc, cim* rul * ,Uj| \ ■.> 

* Utunme UojmOOnm, tl am Lumets nig h{ l. c gi+tn t.l Hu nutm* 

Iinr in whirth rhe Vilrth ; girl >- iielil tTin Ivj- J j'rr mtdlkCt. Aiu Mir osKl, I 
nity oi:< the I’ll I nm Hf£.- A w.inmj who w *j iln mou,-« of fait rbia-tii V, -r 

S" wsi, il 4k E±rt= it (■<! nftk ilirtlTrtj- ls .1 ajiail ^ ihmucml , fa ,jj„. 
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Except wilder ffwtntcmli'iia.iy circumstances, a Hind on 
mother * seldom «nguge*a wet mirse: die continues to ruckle 
Her child till it h three or four years old* and g tUtufa at the 
same time to iter numerous household duties, vl hieh arc by 
no mewia light m easy. h&o\a\t loveliness, ndlnbg 011 3 
is not a truthful picture of Her lift* ; it may be she h;u 
cook for Her husband, because he is such sis orthodox 
Hindoo that he will on no account accept prepared food 
(,iicb as idee, dhatl vegetables, curry, SiC.) from any other 
hand. In Htch families* the woman lias to rise very early, 
perform her daily ablution* and attend to the duties d the 
kitehcii. and lie fore nine the breakfast must be ready, as the 
husband ha* probably to attend his office at ten. E: la not 
an uncommon sight to sec a woman cooking, suckling bee 
liiUt, ami scolding her maid sprvint at one and the same 
time. A Hindoo woman is not only laborious but patient 
and submissive to a degree ; tel the amount of prMfcm be 
fvcr yj, great, she is seldom known to murmur or complain* 
All her happEnes* b centred [a the proper discharge of 1 *er 
domestic and social duties. So simple *nd unsmtaikm* \* 4 
Hindoo Female, that she generally consider hmarif tmply 
reworded if the food prepared by her hand? ia appreciated by 
those for whom it U intended- It ft a lamentable fact that* 
L-xi^rt mi she dniblick b in the art of cooking, she is totally 
incapable of nourishing the minds of her children with any 
spMd intellectual food worthy of the name. A* already 
indicated, she communicates to her child what she can out of 
Tier own store of simple idea* Hid super*ftfetl* belief*, but 
her best gill Is the care and tenderness which she Uveites 
ispm it. and the wakening uf its young soul to return the 
srnrte of her own love. 

E~i n im* mhmnt* wnmao si ctumgh in Rfcv* Mrth W m, rhlM lira 

^ y i,|Ljcal umit-i iIjm nev&a )it iif h*f Ant4mrn, wd Setoff “ 

m milt, „ n[M dt jI .inieiuiK* ju< ^ ^ £li «“ Lu ‘ IUl 
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THE HINDOO SCHOOL BOY, 

ROM lhe lime when the young IJtiuIoq passes from 
the infant stage of M mew] tttg and puking hi the nu roe's 
anti^; till he goes to he is generally a bright- 

ej’ed, actiie. playful boy* full of romping-spirits and a favourite 
of ail around him. hi is diet h light ami bis heallb generally 
good. He usually runs about Tor three or four years in f>nris 
and among thi lower classes a string Is tied 
tMtirnj hi' loins iih i metal charm attached to frighten away 
the evil spirits, When he attain* the age >f Evt” the period 
6xed by hU parent fur the begmnmg of his education, 1* 
Is *ciu to ft AfttofiW (vernacular Infant school) not, hm 
withom making a Foojah to JftrmmMrtn' the goddess of 
. learning. On the day appointed, and it must be a lucky day. 
acomding tin he Hindoo almanac, the child bathes and puts on 
a new fifoetf garment) and is taken to the pi nee of worship, 
where the officiating priest bus previously made till the 
necessary arrangements. Rice, fruity ami irc 

ilicn offered to the goddess, trfe b religiously invoked to 
IKjur her benediction on the head or the child After this* 

the priest takes away nl! the things offered i 0 the goddess, 
with his ufu.nl gift of one or two rupees, and the child Is 
taken by his parents to the MftdM and formally introduced 
to the G#MMMtiMsfap r or mailer of the srimd. Curious an 
little children naturally are, all present fuae on the nt . w 
comer as if he were a being i>f a strange speck*. But time 
soon we.irs off the gloss of novelty and everything assumes 
its normal aspect. The -ultl boys soon become familiar with 
the new ore, and a sort of intimacy almost unconsciously 
spring* Lip tfftUttbgst them, in tln> Dmitry a boy leam* the 
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Alters of the alphabet, not by pronouncing them, hut by 
writing them m the ground with a small piece of khatvt. or 
soft stone, and copying them over ami over again until lu? 
thoroughly masters mem. Five letter* are set him at a time, 
After lhi> he i§ taught to write oft palm leaves with a 
wooden jjcm and ink, then on slate and green plantain leaves* 
andTfinally, on paper. At every stage of hte ^ t* 

expected to make some present to lus master in the fluipe of 
food, clothes and money* A village tscbool begins early in 
the morn ing . and continues till eleven* after which the Wys 
arc allowed to go home fur their breakfast; they return at 
two, and remain in the school till evening, when all the boys 
are made to stand up in a systematic order, and one of the 
most advanced amongst them enumerates aloud the mul- 
<, lplication and numeration tables, and all are taught to repeal 
and commit to memory *htt they bear. By the daily 
repetition of these tables, their power of memory b 
practically improve. With a view to encourage the early 
attendance of the boys* a Ctwrwmahtiutqy resorts to the queer 
method of introducing the /utrfolwy system into his PdiuM, 
whidi require* that all the boys arc to Jp**slopes of the 
cane m arithmetical progression, on die hand, in the order of 
then attendance, that ia, the firtt comer to have otic stripe, 
tile second trig and so cm, in consecutive order. The W 
boy is sometimes made to stand »n one leg fur an huur or so 
to the infinite amusement of the curly comers. The system 
certainly has a good effect hi touring early attendance. 

The course of instructtan in tuch ackwb embraces nail¬ 
ing in the vcmarukir, k little of arithmetic and writing, and 
5UC h ns become capable of keeping accounts pass for the 
dltvcr boys. Stupid and wicked pupH* arc generally beaten 
with .l taiie, but lSv^:r names .ire never struck off the register, 
as is the case in English school*. Sometimes a truant is 
compelled to stand on one leg holding irp n brick in his right 
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hand, or to have his arms stretched out till he is completely 
exhausted. Another mode of punishment consist* in ally¬ 
ing the leaves of Bicltcoty (a stinging plant) to the bock of a 
naughty boy, who naturally smarts under the torturing. The 
infliction of such cruel punishments sometimes lead* the boys 
to make a combination against the master for the ptirposo 
of retaliation, which generally results in bringing him to hi*— 
»cn*e*. Hindoo boys are extremely sensitive, and ore very 
apt to resent any affront to which they ore cruelly subjected 
by their master.* The rate of fee in a village school i* from 
one to three-pence a head per month, but the master has his 
• perquisites by way of victuals and pice. There Is a common 
saying among the Hindoos that in twelve month* there are 
thirteen /siHims, or school festivals, implying thereby, that 
they arc encountered by a continuous round of /te/kaiLr. On 
every such occasion the boys are expected to bring present* 
for the master, and any unfortunate boy who fails to bring 
such is denial the usual indulgence or a holiday. Little 
boy's arc seldom fond of reading, they' would gladly sacrifice 
anything to purchase a holiday. It is not an uncommon 
thing to find a boy steal ploc from his mother’s box in order 
to satisfy the demands of his master at the festival. The 
principle on which a village seftool is conducted Is essentially 
defective in this respect. Instead of teaching the rules of good 
conduct and enforcing the first principles of morality', it 
often sadly defeats the primary object of a good education, 
namely, the formation of a sound, moral and virtuous 


" Jf**f **i I Btrfttto* hr#* Ihr W(.n»|w[ InriJaM, A firw jean tuck a 
well-known mailer of the Hindoo echocJhcttHj placed In a very awkward 
had to can In the *11 <1 the IVilire lu gel himictf uut o i the dif&csltv. vill , . a 
vtmI K«tfiir»-*lwtn i *rt td drspmte chontritTv—werti rcuinul bv the U * L, 
the run^ in*»uihig him on the hkb nail, lai the timely iuiitfcteaoZl ih. 

(ml * *«p to the cornea|-UtoJ Omul aoaali. Thu had Hie 
cf inrlBcjnc the euxAer fo behave In hitiur with grwuee (orhesnoce, if au< »;.(*. 
pot* u*a ja.H.maU. I fcuMftl gining tl» naimj«r ifa* iaditcntl. \mt watt. 
Jnlenunnot tu^w. ***** aamactfi* with the had comrilvtted very 

luijjcly to 111 tacitatj and ukIuImk, " 




rtm tfiNDoo senooi. no v. 

chancier, K is .1 disgrace lo hear a schoolmaster, whose 
oirtduct should be the grand fbcu* of moral excellence, — 
the mmt vulgar epithets toward his pupils for little faulU 
the effects of which are JshJtKti obliterated from Lhetr minds, 
even in the more advanced period of thdr life. However, 
3U uh day? of obnoxious ftotegogism are almost gone by, richer 

to come back again, now that the S}^> P rimar > “ 
catkm h^ been extended to almost every village m India, 
under the apices or our liberal Government WWbt on 
this subject I may » state here that mt 
ap,> ivur Government feid appointed the late Rev. William 
Adam to be the Cummiiwwws of Education in Bengal. That 
highly talented and generous philanthropist, after a minute 
aitd earthing mveHigation submitted in his report to ^veni- 
mern a scheme of education very similar to what .5 now 
introduced throughout Bengal. The scheme wu then ignored 

nrt necotmt M fo ** exp&^ mi *“ Commi^io^s m 
dishearten^ at the apathy of Government towards the edu¬ 
cation «f the masses that si few days before his departure 
from Calcutta he took a farewell leave of ^omc of In* most 
distinguished native frauds, and his parting words were to 
the fallowing effevt: w Your Government i- not dowsed t» 
encourage those who arc ft* real friends.* 1 This reproach has, 

1nitw. been subsequently removed by the adoption of a 
primary system of education. Tfsc sgnr\i of the time* *nd 
the onward pn^nda of enlightened ^tfcdoita have gradually 
iiiauguluted a comprehensive scheme, which, although still 
limited in it: range, embraces the moral and intellectual ini' 
provetment of the people in general. 

Iti Calcutta, when a boy in six year? old, hts parent* 
are auxioU* to have him admitted into one of the public 
*ehabk, where he %ts HI opportunity to learn *>th the 
Vernacular and the Etfgjfift languages He may be sud 
from that day to enter mi the find stagd of his intellectual 
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disintegration, The books that arc put into has hands gradu¬ 
ally open Ids eye*, and expand his intellect;-he learns ta 
divert! what h right and what is wrong; he realms 
within Ji im^ T f md find3 that what lie had learnt at home 
was not true, am! it led by degree tu ma..ucicc his atd 
ideas. Every day brings before his mind;* eye the grand 
truths of Western knowledge, and he feds an irresistible desire, 
not only to lest thdr accuracy bul lo advance farther in his 
scholastic career. He b too ymmg however, to weigh well 
every tiling that corner In his way, but as he advances he 
finds the light of truth Illumine his mind. Hb parents, if 
Orthodox Hindoos, necessarily foci alarmed at hk new* 
fledged jgcai and try to counteract their inti is snee by th- stores 
typed argument*. of the wisdom of our forefathers, but 
however inimk Jly disposed, they dam not aop his progress, 
because they -cc\ fn almost every itiftar.ee, that English edit- 
catioh is the surest passport to honor and distinction, In 
thi^ manner he omUimiS* to move through the various classes 
of the middle schools till he lit advanced to unc of the 
higher educations institutions connected with the University, 
ami strata* his sixteenth or seventeenth year, which, is popu- 
briy minted «s hr- marriageable Age 
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\\¥JH a girl k five years of ngc, die Js initiated by art 
chl&l)' woOIOTt in the jirepiirJt'rry riti^ of /tajAu. 
tif vovvs, the primary object of which i to .mire her 
a good husband. nn>d render her religious and happy through¬ 
out life. When the boy is .-cnt to the 1'dbdlit, the girl is eom- 
ro«nty forbidden to to ad or Write, but has to begin hrr COtmea 
of Hrat*y. The germs of superstition being thus early implant¬ 
ed in her mind, she is more or Ics^ influenced by it ever after. 
Formed hy nature to be docile, pliant and susceptible, she 
rt-idily takes to theral&d course of religious v&nro isci. 

The first rite with which the has to com me net? U called 
the ** ShJra Poojahr after the example of the gm|de« 
Doorg-i, who performed this ceremimiid that she migtii obtain 
a good husband ; ami Shiva is regarded &v a model hitib-oui. 
Ou the |oth day of Choytrey being the last day of the 
Ur unlike year, die U r- ^uis- l tu main; U'o littli- earthen 
images or the iibove goddess, and placing tlisn on tlis cost 
of a hale-fruit fwood apple) with k.nts, [dm begins to 
perform her wraith ip; but before doing *o> ahe is cn- 
J i lined to iva$h herself and cltangc her clothes a refjuWtlrm 
which cnlmceA, thus eariy, cleanliness and purity in habits 
and manner*. If not exactly in thought and fwlrng. Her 
mind being filkd with gennhwil ^u^ejitihUitkfl, shn imbibe- 
almost ui^mctivdy ait increasing predilection for the per¬ 
formance of feEgkmi commonic^ Sprinkling a fijW drnps of 
holy water on the beads ni the images, she repots thefalhw- 
mg wuriU; " A.11 homage to Shiva, all homage to all 

homage to Hora^ (another name of Shiva); ah homage to 
Biijjcira," meaning two small cuihns balk* like jien^ 
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which are stack on the body of the hn*g^ Slicls l!ietl to 
be aborted in meditation about the form and attribute* <*( 
the lodde^ and afterwards suy* her pmyct i three times in 
confleetion with Dong's. vwioii* fumr*. which 1 need nut 
r^iiiituEate here, Offering* of flowers and hide leave* 
then presented to tlw geildess with m incantation, itciny 
phased. Miheev {Shha) w opposed to ask from hamm 
what Brata of religious ceremony is Gouri {Donrga) 
jn|T> Gmni nrplirt. *tic U worshipping Shiva, tfctt* [!UW 
jrct him bar her husband, because, M said before* Shiva U a 
model husband. 

Then comes the Hmla nf Hari or Kridina. 1 he two tect 
of the god being painted in while sandal putt w» * brriM 
pt at£i the girl worships him with flowers and sambl put* 
The gpd seeing * his, is supped io iuik ’■■.Hal gld worship* 
hi^ icrf* «tnd whflt boon she wants? She replies: May the 
prince of the kingdom he her husband, may she be beautiful 
and virtuous; and he the mother of seven wi*- and virtue* **-ms 
rtnd two handsome daughters- She asks that her daughter- 
in-law may be mdiKtrimia and obedient, that her saits-indaw 
may shirte in the world by their good qualities that her granary 
;m,i farm yard m&v Lie always full,the farmer w ith corn of all 
sorts, and the biter with milch crni that When die dies all 
those who arc near and dear to her may- enjoy Umg life and 
prosperity, and that she may eventually, through the blessing 
of liars, die on the banks of ihe *acn\l Ganges, and thereby 
pave the way for her entrance into heaven, 

It h Worthy nf remark here that c \en y oung Hindoo giri^ 
in, the exercise of their itpmature discretion, make distinction 
bu t a sen the gcids ill the choke of their husband \. In the 
brat Brsta, that of Shiva, a lender girl of five year* of 4gc i* 
taught, almost unconsciously jui ii w r crc, to pnstcr him t n 
Kridrna fat her husband, because the latter, according to the 
Hindoo Sh&Atcrs, is reputed tf, have U ri-c a ipitsth rvrtbk 
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character. I once asked a girl why she would not have 
Krishna for her husband. She promptly answered that that 
god disported with thousands of Gopccnccs (milk-maids) 
and was therefore not a god, while Shiva was devotedly 
attached to his one wife, Doarga. ’I he explanation was full 
of significance from a moral and religious point of v iew. 

The third Hrata refers to the wurxhip of ten images. 
This requires that the girl should paint on the floor ten 
images of deified men, as well as of gods, with afnjsiua or 
rice paste. Offering them flowers and sandal paite, she asks 
that she may have a father-in-law like Dasarath, the lather 
of Ram Chunder , a mother-in-law like Kousala. the mother 
of Ram Chunder; a husband like Ram Chundcr ; a dajur or 
husband's brother, like l^jchmon. Rain's younger brother ; a 
mother like Shasthi, whose children ore all alive ; like Koontce 
whose three sons were renowned for their love of justice, 
piety, courage and heroism : like Ganges* whose water allays 
the thirst of all; like the mother earth, whose patience is 
beyond all comparison. And, to crown the whale, die prays 
that she may, like Doorga. be blessed w ith an affectionate and 
devoted hudiand like Dropadi (the wife of the five randooos), 
be justly remarkable for her industry, devotedness and skill in 
the culinary art, and be like Sita (the wife of Rain 
Chunder) whose chastity and attachment to her husband arc 
worthy of all praise The above three Bratas take place in 
the Bengalee month or Bysack, (April) which is popularly 
regarded us a good month for the performance of meritorious 
works. The prayer contained in the above expresses the 
culminating female wish in entire accord with the injunctions 
of the holy shastcr. but how often arc the amiable qualities 
ennumerated above set at naught in the actual conflicts of 
life, in which the predominance of evil desires swallows up 
every' generous impulse 1 

The next Brut a is called the Safooiy Erata It U solely 
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intended to counteract the thousand evil* of polygamy—an 
unhealthy, unnatural institution, which ought to be expunged 
from the midst of every civilixcd community. Though God 
* has stamped no original characters on our minds wherein we 
may read his being.*' still we can clearly discern in His superior 
arrangement* for the happiness of Hi* creatures, that this 
abnormal practice is directly opposed to Hi* dispensations, **o 
much so that any one countenancing It, is guilty of u crime, 
for which, if he is not amenable to an earthly tribunal, he i* 
assuredly accountable to a superior and superintending Being, 
the infringement of whose law is sure to be attended with 
misery. To get rid of the consequences of this monstrous 
evil, a girl of five years of age is taught to offer her invo¬ 
cation to God, and in the outburst of her juvenile feeling is 
almost involuntarily led to indulge in all manner of curses 
and imprecations against the possible rival of Her bed. Nor 
can vre find fault with her conduct, Ixxausc ** an overmaster¬ 
ing and brooding sense" of some great future calamity thus 
early haunts her mind. 

In performing the SnjWtv Brata* the girl paint* on the 
floor with rice paste a variety of things, such a* the bough 
of a flower tree, a Palkec containing a man and a woman, 
with the sun and moon osier it. the Ganges and the Jumna 
with boats on litem, the temple of Mahadco with Mahadco 
in it, various ornaments of gnkl anti preeJous stone*, house*, 
markets, garden, granary, farm-yard and a number of other 
things all intended to represent worldly prosperity. After 
painting the above, she invokes Mahadco ami prays for hi* 
blessing. An elderly lady more experienced in domestic 
matters then begins to dictate, and the girl repeats a volley 
of abuses and curses against her Saftrn or rival wife in the 
possible future. 

• •‘fttstr, flipped, tail ibctnrir tnncuuhrtt un the grouti.l, 

UutBrifal niHinC’<* !t * ,Cf <*ke» biIwh,” 
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Tlic fallowing arc a few of the specimens; I wish I 
could have transcribed them in metre.;— 

*' fUrr.-T, flamy, /Unity (• cookief utctmll 
Uaj Sattf hcrorn* & »U** t 

A*W*»fn», AX«r>u. (tsixmutkV.) 

M»7 flast** t* c«{*o*rrl (0 infamy t 
JfA/i*, liatAn, Harka. <a cooktop 
iUy aim ***Toof her Safttm i hod t 
Getlay, Gatiaj, CuSy f* froil) 

May Soltett tun: iptetn t 

Poket, /W*y, (Mnt) 

May .S«wi die amt rosy she H* b»r fmm Uit top uf iw h«w! 

i/.yvv<r, .V/^a. 1^1 

May *hc trtr be =»md with a ! 

May she cut an Ctath tree, erect a house there, cause her 
Sotetn to die and paint her feet with her South's blood ! 

t might swell the list of these curses, but l fear they 
would prove grating to the cars of civilized readers. 

The performance of the Sajwfy Brnta springs out of a 
desire to see a SaUt* or rivnl wife become the victim of all 
manner of evils, extending wen to the loss of life itself, 
simply because a plurality of wives is the source of perpetual 
disquietude and misery. By nature, a woman is so consti¬ 
tuted that she can never bear the sight of a rival wife. In 
civilized countries, the evil is partially remediable by a legal 
separation, but in Hindoostan the legislature makes no 
provision whatever for its suppression. A feeling of burning 
jealousy becomes rampant wherever there is a case of poly¬ 
gamy to pois»m the perennial source of dumcstic felicity. So 
acutely sensitive is o Hindoo lady in thir re-poet that she 
would rather suffer the miseries t*f widow hood than be cursed 
with the presence of a SoUt/i, whovc very name almost spon¬ 
taneously awakens in her mind the bitterest and tht most 
envenomed feelings. She can make up her mind to give 
away a share of her most valuable worldly enjoyments, but 
die can never give u share of her husband s otfcction to any 
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one on earth. To enjoy the exclusive munopjk’ of a hus* 

basil's love ii iho life-long prayer of a Hindoo female. ^hr 

t’cjire.yies it in thit [ncijiicirt titage of Iter girlhood k and 
practically carrier it with her until the Last *park of life 
Ucuinei extinct. This certainly indicate the prompting of 
ii very strung mitnmi feeling. 


a 
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marriage ceremonies 

ml HMoos have a strong belief that to solemnise the 
marriage of their children at in Gaily ijjEt isa mento- 
riotis a« as •-Ilscliar.Ting one nf thr primary-ibkg-.itfou:* 
of life* They are, therefore, very anxious to have their son<s and 
ri aughters formally marri cd du ring their own fife-time. Some¬ 
time 1 : children are pledged to each other even In infancy, 
by the mutujd agreement of the parents; and in mon cases 
die girl is married when a mere child of from eight to ten 
years, all unconscious as yet of the rml meaning -tin! obliga¬ 
tion* of the relation, although her girt&h fancies have Ken 
continually directed to it. Matches In the case of good 
funnies ;ire commonly brought about In the 

When an unmarried boy attains his seventeenth or 
eighteenth year, numbers nf profes&imed men tilled G&nhut* 
or mateh-makers come to the parents with overtures of marriage. 
These men are destitute of pdndplo, they know bow to 
pander to the fTiitltre^ of hum in nature ; most of them being 
gro^ flatterer^ endeavour to impose on the parent* in dm 
most barefaced manner. As they live on their wits, their des¬ 
criptive powers and insinuating manner? art almost match¬ 
less, When the qualities of a girl arc to be commended, flu.-y, 
Indulging in a strain of exaggeration, uitblitshfngly declare* 
- s he is beautiful as a full m-ou, tfic symmetry’ of iter penor 
U exact, bet teeth are like the seeds of a pomegranate* her 
voice I>t emurkltbly sweet lik*i that of the cuckoo, her gait Jil 
graceful, she sfscaks tike the goddess .iiul will bring 

fortune to any family she may he connected trjth * Tim 
Hindoos have a notion that the good fortune or a husband 
depends on that of the wife, hcrtcc a woman Is considered 

¥ 
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as an emblem of Latte, the goddess of fortune. This is 
the highest commendation she can possess.* 

If the qualities of a youth arc to be appraised, they 
describe him thus: he is as beautiful as Kartuk (the god of 
beauty), his deportment is that of a nobleman, he is free from 
all vices, he studies day and night, in short, he is a precious 
gem and an ornament of the neighbourhood. The Hindoos 
know very well that the Gha tucks as a body are great impos¬ 
tors, nud do not believe half that these people say. From 
the day a matrimonial alliance is proposed, the parents on 
both sides begin to make all sorts of preliminary enquiries 
as to tiic unblemished nature of the caste, respectability and 
position in society of the parties concerned. When fully 
satisfied on these points, they give their verbal consent to 
the proposed union, but not before the father of the boy 
lias demanded of the father of the girl a certain number of gold 
and silver ornaments, as well as of Barabhnrxm ijs n silver 
and brass utensils, couch, &c exclusive of (with but few 
exceptions) a certain amount of money in lieu of FoahiuijarA; 
Before proceeding further, 1 should observe that of late years 
a great change has taken place in the profession of the 
Gha!ucJts. The question of marriage, though not absolutely, 
yet chiefly, is a question the solution of which rests with the 
females. Tbeir voice in such matters has a preponderating in¬ 
fluence. Availing themselves of this powerful agency a new 
class of female Ghatucks or rather Gbaskets have sprung up 
among the people. Hence the occupation of the male 

• 1 may be pet nut to} hero to ohscnc nt f+iami UuU * chflked tulino in 
litersUn£ the beam) of a ny*tum, n •wartime* apt to adopt the tlmrrrj ton- 
(pope of Itafcx. At a Miototnral Uainpui sometime «rr\ the Lord Mayen u| 
London was reported to hare said about the liinces* of Wale* ; •* she to jtcdrx- 
lion, the ■parties Ilka a firm uf fifty tocztv. she to tight when she unite* sud ibe 
to beauty whenever yoa see her.*' 

t Freseftt* of rwcetmeato, frail*, clothe*, fleam wut -m.tr> other articles on 
* pretty wand wale bom the la We to the bthiegtoom, which »<J| t« ,!mT»ticd 
mure in detail afUrnanU. 
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GkiXtuils is nearly gone, except In rare cases where nice 
points of caste distinction are to be decided. The great 
influences of Shibi Ghatkte and BndneJs mother—two very 
popular female Gftaihttt ,—ts well known to the respectable 
Hindoo community of Calcutta. These two women have 
made a decent fortune by plying this trade. Though cer¬ 
tainly not gifted with the imaginative powers of a poetic 
bard of Rajpooiana, * their suasivc influence is very telling. 
They have the rare faculty of making and unmaking matches. 
From the superior advantage which their sex affords them, 
thty have a free access to the inner apartments of a house 
(even If it were that of a millionaire)—a privilege their 
mate rivals can never expect to enjoy. When balked by the 
subtlety of a competitor in trade, by their bathos they con¬ 
trive to break a match. Their representations regarding a 
proposed union seldom fail to exercise a great influence on 
the minds of the Zenana females. Relying on the accuracy 
of their description, which sometimes turns out exaggerated, 
if not false, the mother and other ladies are often led to give 
their consent to a proposed union. The husband, swayed by 
the counsel and imi>ortunity of his wife, is forced to acquiesce 
in her choice, l ie cannot do otherwise because, as our friend, 
Habre Keshub Chundcr Sen, has very facetiously observed. 
“ man is * noun in the objective ease governed by the active 


verb woman.” -f* 


• a Rah**A pTincc war wud to have riven * £ Ropco »o a brl i# 

<*de* to jmccliue ho ihythmk plaudits in • topeetahlt assemblage of hn 
countryman. 

t If wx consult rmifCfiy the twQB* uf the history of ihb eountn Ihc car- 
tied period, we thall tir,i ilunufcuil proofs of the ».ST great imUenc* of *o> 
mea on Hindoo society in normal. Icamrot do better than give the fc4km«c 
.inouilrm from T*T» AimtW Rajasthan. W Wik W Rrnrnj 

the rat« erf Si*. Whal rendered deadly the fends at the %adas? p»r »**!} trf 
Pmsadi. What made prince Kola an from Klr*W* Hfejovejw p»* 
mayami. Whal made Rare ttharti al-mbsa the ihttwr of Aruui > Thr h*a 
of lineals. Whal subjected tiro Hindu 10 the torutnirm of the Idanutc? The 
0*s princess trf Cuianj. Inline, the cause which ueer tamed himpbra**, 
caiunuutfil the vocplre in the jilpin’i (ontml Uic pucihJ^oil of dii 

ihrit garni spies, Li woman' 
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When a Ghaikt* conies up with the proposal of a matri¬ 
monial alliance with an educated youth, the first question 
generally asked luar is, m Has he passed his examination* ? * 
If *o, how many f*uui has he got ? meaning thereby' how 
many examinations of the University has he passed through ? 
-lifts he yet any JaJpany or scholarship ?" These are diffi¬ 
cult question* which must be satisfactorily answered before 
a negotiation can be effected. That a University degree 
has raised the marriageable value of a boy, there can be no 
doubt. If he liavc successfully passed some of these examiua- 
tioru ami got a scholarship, his parents, naturally priding 
themselves on their valuable acquisition, demand a preposter¬ 
ously long catalogue of gold ornaments, which, it is not often 
in the power r»f a family in middling circumstances easily 
to bestow. The parents of the girl, on the other hand, 
seeing the long list, demur at first to give their cement, but 
their demurring is of nc avail; marry their riaughLer, they 
must. The present ruinous scale of nuptial expense* must 
be submitted to at any sacrifice, and after deep cogitation they 
sciui a revised schedule. ( as if marriage were a mere matter 
of traffic) taking off from it some costly Items, which would 
press heavily on the purse. In this manner the GtuUkv continu- 
ally gi.» backwards and forwards for some time, proposing 
concessions on both sides and holding out delusive hopes 
of future advantages in the event of the carrying out of the 
marriage. There is a trite saying among the Hindoo#, that 
44 a matrimonial alliance could not be completed without 
uttering a lakh uf words. 44 

The parents of the girl on whose head falls the greatest 
burden, are eventually made to succumb from a consideration 
of their having secured a desirable match, namely*, a faxstd 
student. If not placed in affluent circumstances, as is gener¬ 
ally the ease, they arc obliged to raise the requisite sum of 
money by loan, which sows, in many instances, tile seeds of 
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much future emlkirtasimerit, Ala very moderate calculation* 
a CuEerubEy respectable marriage naw-a-dayi costs between 
t £ l. aiiJ three thousand Rupees (about ^joo),— sometimes 
more. There b another native adage tvhkh says, “we want 
twine for thatching am! money for wedding." A ropoctablv 
Hindoo j-.nl leman who has foul or five daughter to give 
in marriage ami wh./sc income i* nut huge, is often reduced 
|0 the greatest difficulty and embarrassment by reason of 
the extravagantly ctionnuiii expenses of a marriage. Th& 
rich do not care much what they' arc required to spend. All 
that ihey took for is a desirable match, U is th c middle 
and pouter das&t^ who form by far tlie largest aggregate 
of population [n every country, that suffer meat severely 
frr.'rn the present enhanced scale of nmuimoniai chargers 
Thir laic Raj,di JLjjktsden, Raboos Ramdtwlal Dey* Kemy 
Churn Mitlliek and ether roiWgnalircn, spent extra- 

ordinary sums of money on the marriage of their sorts. The 
amount in each instance far exceeded a Ukh of Rupees 
The annals of Rajasthan furnish numerous ImtmctA of 
lavish expend!turt^ varying' from fiveto ten lakhs of Rupees 
ami upwards, on the solemnization of nuptials. There was 
a <puii of rivalry which animated the princes to surpass each 
ctlini in rungniuccnce and splendour on such occa^mivt, 
re^filluii alike uf the slate uf their exchequer, ami the 
demwalumg effects of uidi conduct. Marriages in *uth a 
magnificent y.ylc ore seldom to be seen in Calcutta no#^- 
ijays, not because of the distaste of tire people for'such 
frivolities, hut because of the femenUble decline and im- 
jjovcrisiiment uf the former magnates of t he laud, ft b painful 
irt contemplate that the present scale of expenditure among 1 
the middle elasv> has been in an invert ratio to tiicir 

* ikrtftta Itw Tnarrbgs w ipw jivllllt 15*1* fu hU. fi*s ■ ■ ■ 

■Hftj tjuumnii U'.ijki* ex *cdl u hwtm: wurrti IcfJ ihi w!3ti Ku[»ci 

Hwra. 
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income. The exertions made sometime ago by Moonshee 
Peary Lai I for the reduction of marriage expenses would have 
doubtless conferred a lasting boon on the Hindoo community 
fn general, if the object had been crowned with success, but 
as the Legislature has no control over such matters, relating 
as they do to purely private affairs, the noble scheme resulted 
in failure. It is quite optional with parties to go to heavy 
expenses on such occasions; no act of Government without the 
voice of the people could restrain them in this respect. Any 
yfr-m reform to be permanent and effectual must be carried 
out by the universal suffrages of the people. 

When the preliminaries of a marriage are settled, a 
person, on each side, is deputed by turns to see the boy and 
the girl. It is customary to see the girl first When the 
friends of the bridegroom, therefore, come for the purpose, 
they sit down in the outer apartment of the house, whilst the 
bride is engaged in her toilet duty. After fifteen or twenty 
minutes, she, glittering in jewels and accompanied by a maid 
servant as well as by the Ghatktt, makes her appearance 
The first thing she docs in entering the room is to make a 
prjYuim or bow to all present, and then she is asked to squat 
dow n on the dean white sheet spread on the floor, A solemn 
pause ensues for a minute or so, wlien one of the company, 
more officious than the rest, breaks the silence by putting 
to her a few questions, She naturally feels herself somewhat 
out of her element in the midst of so many strangers, and 
unconsciously shows a sort of embarrassment c\cn of sdf 
conflict almost distressing to witness. This internal agitation 
of feeling, arising partly from modesty and partly from 
anxiety, causes her even to stammer. Her engrossing thought 
for the time being is. according to the early vow she ha* 
made, that she may have a husband with lots of jewels. 
M What ts your name, mother Y* is the first question. She 
may diffidently reply in a half suppressed tone **Gri Balia" 
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•• Who ii that sitting before you ?"—perhaps pointing to the 
girl’s father. She says, •My father.’* “Can you read and 
write Y* If she say, M yes," she is asked to read a little out 
of her book. 

The Gkatka here plays the part of a panegyrist by 
admiring the amiable qualities of the girl, who. she adds, is 
the very type of Ltteket (the goddess of prosperity.) While 
this examination is going on in the outer apartment, the 
anxious mother, whose heart beat- with throbbing sensations 
while watching the scene from behind a half clow! window, 
docs not feel herself at case; until she hears tliat her daughter 
has acquitted herself creditably, before the girl leaves the 
room, the father or brother of the boy put* a gold mohur 
into her hand as a tangible proof of approval and bids her 
retire. It is needless to say, that die feels herwif relieved, 
quite glad and free, when she again sees the faces of her 
mother and sisters, whose joy returns with her return. 

This interview is called putca dluykha or the con- 
firmataiy visit All the Brahmins, Ghatucks and Gknlkfes, 
and other Koolins who may be present on the occasion 
receive two or four Rupees each. The servants of the hou'C 
arc not forgotten, they too receive each a Rupee, If this 
interview take place in the morning, the parties return home 
without breakfast, it being customary with them not to cat 
anything before bathing and performing their daily worship. 
If m the evening, they arc treated to a good dinner consist- 
ing of the best fruits of the .season, sweet and sour milk and 
sweetmeats of various kinds. It is on such ceremonious 
occasions, that the Hindoos make a display of their wealth by 
serving the dinner to their new friends with silver salvers, 
plates, glasses and fitiuN&n, (betel box). Almost every 
respectable gentleman keeps a good assortment of these silver 
articles. They arc, however, reserved for special purposes, 
and used only on special occasions. As a rule, the people 
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arc not fond of investing their money. Like Eorcipcans, Jti 
pUted-wum, because ft is, comparatively yaking. of little 
excliangdahlc vailuc in limes of need and distress. 

It is now live uim of the boy to be examined in a iktt- 
lai ‘.ray as to hi? scholastic acquirements When tlw father 
and the relatives of the girl pay a return visit, they generally 
bring with them a graduate of the University* Sli&iihl the 
liov be one who has successfully passed the Matri' ulalinn 
slaudaixl, he Is not subjected to so strict .111 oacRnjJnatkft as 
one who does not enjoy the same dignity, In both case*, 
however, they usust undergo si me examination in English 
literature* Composition, grammar, history, fee, Ith a note- 
worthy fact that a boy however intelligent and expert in 
other respects, betrays a lamentable deficiency, arising from 
ttiffoMnee, when inquired to undergo au examination In the 
presence 01* his father-in-law anti n I'niverrdty graduate. The 
thought of failure anus as a heavy incubus on his mind. 
Me ftnda himself bewildered In a rutto of confusion. Jf !ur 
do not actually stammer, he talks at least very slowly and 
diffidently, and Ef <alkd upon to write, Ms hand shake?, and 
in fact he becomes extremely ncmmi. After ihk trial h 
over, the boy retires with mingled feeUngs ef misgiving and 
complacence. He receives* however, in his tun> i gold 
mohuf. Thi- gentlemen ™ ho had come to sec hEm Arc then 
m&BBL 1 lo a dinner in the way described above. Hie same 
display of silver-ware is made on the occasion, and nearly the 
some amount of presents of money made to the llnihiriin.s, 
Koolin* and others. 

When both parties are satisfied ah tr> the desirableness of 
the union, it good day f fixed for drawing afwftra or written 
agreement in which, say. a Kaolin of .superior caste, sngage:* 
in writing to give his son in marriage with the daughter of 
cither a .second Koolrn, or, as h often the case of a Mow leek, 
an Inferior in castc. Tills Paftrv \> written by a Brahmin 
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on Bcngallce paper with Bcngullee pen and ink (as if English 
writing material? would desecrate such a sacred contract) and 
must consist of an odd number of lines, such as seven or nine 
lines. An invocation of the Butterfly must head the Pattra % 
the purport or which will run hs follows: "I, Ram Chunder 
Bose, do engage to give my second son, Gopccnauth Bose, In 
marriage with Nobinmoncy Dossec. the eldest daughter of 
Issen Chunder Dutt who k also bound by his contract; the 
marriage to be solemnized on a day to be named hereafter/' 
Here the signatures of both the fathers as well as of the wit¬ 
nesses follow. When finished, ft is rolled up In red thread. 
The Uw gentleman hands it to the Mtfvltth gentleman, 
when the latter embraces the former, and gives him at the 
lame time Koot<% *n<rijditd ami Palitti /MrsA.tnte, a> a mark 
of respect for his superior caste,—or about fifty Rupees. The 
articles required for the matrimonial contract are paddy, jloov 
grass, turmeric, betel leaf, betel-nuts, sandal paste, cowrie* 
Carnal! sheik) and alto 9 all which are considered as condu¬ 
cive to the future welfare of the boyf and girl When the 
contract ts religiously ratified, a couple of conchs—one 
for the bridegroom and another for the bride—arc sntmd- 
cd by the females, announcing the happy conclusion of 
this important preliminary, at which all hearts arc cx- 


* A thin uurf Gke pnpet with wttish HicJuo (analw reddrn ihdr ted. A 
I* not to mt •». In the tLuiocc U which they ire (tn hidden 

to wear, thii (ml eulor hogh-’raa fhr hceuty of their tiny fart. It t» ipfilcil «ra 
a week. 

t lr» the cfaetion rf* outward *ppr*rmc<* *tt n~~t alrrxp la 

Ik mined Thu (ate liiboo Auahttfoth bey, a miUtuiUirr. had a rvrj bemudill 
trandiLiughirT lu pri In maniacs At w,u to he capcetml, Gka-’&th ami CAjU- 
Ur, had Inm mrnmajpntj the tannic tarn and A* ml/urt* f.«r • ttriMhlf inotrh, 
fine who wnU pcaaes all the tccsanactutaiiuui of a rood cilccalmn, a itsicrt- 
able family, cad a hut, ftrrpaaAnuiogajfjmoaner—quaillisa which ere nitlj com* 
Mn*d in nnr, Aiming ot Iters, liio name » f the Ute lirniufshlc Uahon Inwfcry 
Nauth Milter (aftenrorJr a Jadg* at (he Calcutta Hnjh Cwrl,) w*> nuntiaota. 
Ur *ru llrrti a b&rhrlsr. md hU reptttalistata aehuUt qiieadfai and wide. Sams 
how o» other he «ru hnvugbT inUithc hnrrw *4 Da boo Aiufct»<»h I ley tor (he \n i- 
patecd ftrinc the ladies at) opportunity uf went* him. lib tthalssiic attain¬ 
ment* were j u a miun rcxi to W at ray tapervir •vder, hut net being hlrmcd eilU 
a jnfjvnwtating appeiiancr. he traa t ejected. 
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hilaratcd. Arrangements arc now being made for the 
dinner of all who may be present at the time. Sometimes 
fifty to sixty persons arc fed. Every care i* taken to 
provide a good dinner for the delectation of the guests 
and a Pnttra on this scale costs from 300 to 400 Rupees. 
Tlic Brahmins, Koolins, and others, receive, tu usual, presents 
of money and return home replenished in body well 
as in purse. 

It i* worthy of remark that though the distinction or caste 
still exerts its influence on all the important concerns of our 
social and domestic life, it is nevertheless fast losing its pres* 
tlgc in the estimation of the enlightened Hindoos, fn former 
days a Koolin occupied a prominent position in society, be his 
character what it might, but now-a-tluys the rapid spread of 
English education, and the manifold advantages derivable 
from it, has practically impaired his influence ami lowered hi* 
dignity. A Koolin who hap|xms to be the lather of a girl mar* 
ried to a M<raslt*k, i%, in the present day, degraded into the 
rank of his traditional inferior, simply because he w the father 
of the girl; lie muU even be prepared to submit to all sorts of 
humiliation and continue to serve the Mewlctk father of the 
boy as long as the connection lasts. At every' popular festi¬ 
val for at least one year he must, according to hi* rank, make 
suitable presents to hi* son-in-law, failing which a latent feel¬ 
ing of discontent arises which eventually ripen* into bitter 
misunderstanding. / 

But to return to the marriage contract. After tlic enter¬ 
tainment, both parties consult the almanac and fix a day far 
the ceremony, called Gdintj fuiridnd or the anointment of the 
boy with turmeric. On that day the bridegroom, after bath¬ 
ing and putting on a red bordered cloth,* i* made to stand on 


• In ouirUpn *»1 otbet «n:muaie» M « timilss attaiv r«J -olut 

u j»t» 4 iea«Wy Memory for •« kimU nf w«n«g ere: the ltuulik*. 

cuilt wail he <jo re* KetJ odur a Uk .l^u of un ut4 ruetv .. 

IffliKfc. wkidi b hdJ to be Utuiooia- 7 
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a grindstone surrounded by four plantain trees, while fix's wo¬ 
men (one must be of Brahmin caste) whose husbands arc alive, 
go round him five or seven timo, anoint his body with tur¬ 
meric, and touch his forehead at one and the same time with 
holy water, betel, bctcl-nuta, a Snr made of rice paste in the 
*hapc of a sugar loaf. and twenty other little articles cenlist¬ 
ing of several kinds of peas, rice, paddy, gold, silver, &c. 
From thi> day, the boy carries about a (Mir of silver nut-crack¬ 
ers and the giH a pair of lajnhtat/ta,* which must remain 
with them till the solemnisation of the nuptials, for the 
purpose of repelling evil spirit* A little of the tur¬ 
meric paste with which the body of the bridegroom was 
anointed Is sent by the family barber to the bride in a 
stiver cup, her body is also anointed w-ith it A number 
of other gifts follow, namely, a large brass vessel of oil, 
various kinds of perfumery, throe pieces of doth (one 
must be a richly embroided Benares rare/, one Dacca, and 
the other red bordered), a small caqwt, a silk musnud with 
pillow's, two mats, some gold trinkets for the head, a few 
baskets of sweetmeats, some large fishes, sweet ami «our 
milk, and a few garlands of flowers, &c~ all which cost from 
two to three hundred Rupees, or sometimes more. A rich 
man sometimes gives a pair of diamond combs and flowers 
Tor the hair, of Die value of two thousand Rupees and up¬ 
wards. From this, an idea may be formed as to the lavish 
expenditure of the Hindoos on marriages, even in these 
hard times. A few can afford it, but the many are put to 
their wits’-end in meeting the demands thus made upon them. 

Two or three days after the ceremony of anointment* 
the Bengali almanac is again consulted, and a lucky day is 
ap(xunted for the celebration of Akibamabkhtt so cn Hod* from 

'I 

its being a feast given ju*»t before die wedding. On this 

* A cv.ITmuui ca«f <*hub contain* the liUck Jjc with •huh Mini (anulct 
daub thnif ««tt ittJ that? chtUlien* rycUdx. 
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occasion the father of the bridegroom gives a grand entertain¬ 
ment to the male relatives of the family. A* a counterpart 
to the same the father of the bride gives a similar entertain¬ 
ment to the female rclatis’cs of his own family, with this 
difference only, that in the ease of the former no Falkees arc 
required, whereas in the ease of the latter these covered 
conveyances have to be engaged for bringing in the females. 
In either case the number of guests generally varies from two 
to three hundred, and as the present style of living among 
the Hindoos in the metropolis has become more expensive 
than that which prevailed in the good old days, partly from 
a vain desire to make an ambitious display of wealth, and 
partly from the unprecedentedly rapid increase of the popula¬ 
tion, which has, as a necessary' sequence, considerably raised 
the prices of allkind of provisions, an entertainment of this 
nature costs from four to five hundred Rupees on each side. 
The very’ best kinds of Itxxhuvs, kcchartts, vegetable curries, 
fruits, sweetmeat** and other delicacies of the season are to 
be provided for this special occasion. 

English friends are often invitee! to the marriage* of 
rich families in Calcutta and regaled with all sorts of deli¬ 
cacies from the Great Eastern HotcL ** The family mansion 


* The Fmgth* tmt twcrmjs aotn&ch tHgliswatl of laic that lbey have or* 
holiuirJ In jjiv« **i Eogtiih name to their a«re»tilMet>. WVn the Late L<mi Cen¬ 
time *« the ik*rrtier t rrm-ral *tf India, It »a\ taiH h»« lit boo nrs.1* & pnearnl 
of tome uulirv (YtetiucxU tn La fly Caxttiiig. aril* wa» Umll» pfauert lt» accr^i it. 
Ilcoce the na-eeltnerl b called “ Lady Canning," ami to •!»■> tiny on grim! fcnt 
a i me^ the Ik-nga!!* H eomLirft! a* canrpL** tmk-» thr M Lady Cannim*" tort 
k* "licnfil lo (be p»l». Thr man duf hi*3 malt it it edd to hivir gained amcli 
morse) by lla sale. It b u n the mnniry taile of the dong that tutu it y> ltonxr- 
hr, 'mi ihr sou of the iftmrnoai La.ly While tnuttinc ibr uhjoct of lluyhxt 
cntctiainmnni. it *oui4 not be oat of place to make a low oLscrratkcta on a 
I ranch «.f it. toi the m/arnmion of Kutofieut teailm. At all pal ilk micztain- 
ment» of th* lire I I *m rcirmnq to, rea met a\4i: MrnJoua urktly crmtinc Ihm- 
teive* to rtrffoHt "nwujjh llnwc of the SaU* dmnminatiuo (do- 

folUo»rt» ^ Kali am! tioot^a} bare »w fehrinua «arai lr> to goat meat tin jM 
onion In the thipe of Curry ykel fntmb at homo, they dam out 

cau»K thenar) by ofcumg fl lo ftrangn*. livnnr, hi latw aaseiaUk*. the* 
•Ujclly iiMi&ae drrtn«l»» tv tr*rr*hVe .-min uf ihamntt link Tlu- ptinrhk 
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is splendidly furnished and brilliantly illuminated. There 
is literally a profusion of jucture* and chandeliers. All the 
furniture and surroundings arc indicative more of an English 
than of a Native house. Dancing girls arc hired to imjart teMt 
to the scene. A nabat covered with tinsel is put up in front of 
the houso, where native musicians play at intervals, much to 
the satisfaction of the mother of the bridegroom and the 
boys of the neighbourhood, and a temporary scaffolding made 
of bamboos and ornamental paper is erected on the highway 
in the form of a crescent bearing on it the inscription. M God 
save the bridegroom.'’ Male and female servants receiving 
presents of gold and silver bangles move about the house 
gaily dressed in red uniform, or clothes. A* tangible memorial 
of the happy union. presents of large brass pots, with oil. 
plates with sweetmeats, fruits, and clothes, &c, are largely 
distributed among the Brahmins and numerous friend* and 
relatives of the family. This present is called Sama/etk. 
With the exception of Brahmins, who arc content with oiTcr- 
ing hollow benedictions, in which the sacerdotal class, as a 
rule, is so very liberal, everyone else who receives them 
mokes in return presents of clothes and sweetmeats, the near¬ 
est relatives making the most costly ones. In times of great 
bgamskd. u*. when numerous marriage* Lake place, the demand 
for clothes and sweetmeats is really enormous. Dealers in 
those tilings make a harvest of profit and “the town becomes 
a jubilee of feasts.” 

During the night preceding the marriage, the women of 
both tile families scarcely sleep, being busily engaged in 
making rdl sort* of preparation* for the next day. Very 
early in the morning, five Ajixvs, or females whf*c husband* 
are alive, take with them a light, a knife, a .SVvr. a EfxndAkt, 
containing sundry little Articles, described before, a small bra_<« 
pot, some sweetmeats, c/uwra and weorbtc, oil, betel, betel- 
nuts and turmeric, and go to the nearest tank, sounding a 
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conch, and touching the water with the knife, fill the bta±s 
pet with water. The above article* being presented as an 
ofiia-iijg u ■ the bmii pot. the female': receive a portion of the 
eatables and return home sounding the condj, which is a 
necessary .iccornpoiumcnt of all rrhgfriuy ceremonies. 

Whit I am now about la describe may be called Lhc 
P r '* marriage, because It is invariably followed by a wcotid 
ccrwnoni.il when the union is really ewiMuminated, But it 
properly h.-mv- the binding ceremony as constituting the 
marriage relative between the two youthful partis with all iu 
Iqpd and social rights, even ff they- ahatiM not be spared to 
live tijgcthiT .u husband and wife. 

The emptiness and auperSebdity n r the relation, especi- 
aliy on the siide c f the chMkl i bride, will be but too apparent, 
and k but ton often realised In this uncertain SiT Ct in the 
prolonged misery of a virgin widowhood On (he day 0 f 
tlic nmrriage bath the bridegroom and the bride ace forbul- 
dett to vat anything except a little milk and a ]*w fruits 
r^-h. r of the bride also fast* as well ai the officiating 
pfiesU of die two fairs Use* 


About twelve o'clock in the day. the Mowleek family mud, 
pneents of clothe* sweetmeat* ft**, >™r and swoit milk 
aiui 5 uiue rrmney, «y about twenty-five rupee* to the house 
of the Kostin family, as a mark of honor to the litter, to 
uhidt, from Ids Mlpfefrr ciu=tc he t* fairly emiried Thf 
pre^m & oiled Adkikagr. Koth thv fathers ^ also 

l 1,rins lhc lb > Perform ihc ceremony of Xmtmwwk or 
fkiiktthtm f'.-a ceremony, the meaning n which, ^ * 3 Jj be- 

! ,ri -; n 111 make flTcringi to the manes of oncost^ and to 
wish fur the increase and preservatiun of progeny, 

After the performance of the above ceremonies, both the 
bridegroom and the bride putting otv ncu red htWtered 4,- v v 

S **“ at «wa bone* -re made to 

®“ hc: J!,,i fivc "' u * n “ husbuMls arc »lr«. Mith their 
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forehead* with sundry little things as mentioned before. They 
have afterwards to go through a few minor rites which are 
purely the inventions of the females* not being at all enjoined 
in the SAJstrrt. I? is obvious that the primary object of all 
these female rites is to promote conjugal felicity. Strange 
as it may appear, it is nevertheless a fact that the mother of 
the bridegroom cats mvu times (of course but little at a 
time) that day through a fear lest the bride, when she comes, 
will give her but scanty meal*/ while the mother of the bride 
docs not eat anything until die marriage ceremony is over* 
being impressed with a notion that die more .he fasts the 
more die will get to cat afterwards. 

The females on the side of the bride, with the help of a 
matron, exercise tbcii utmost ingenuity, and literally rack their 
brains* in devising all manner of contrivances partaking of 
the character of charms to win the devoted attachment of the 
bridegroom towards the lovely little bride. They resort to 
numerous jxrtty tricks fur the purpose which are too absurd 
and childish to be dwelt upon. Credulous as they naturally 
ore, ami nimplc as they are known to be in their habit*, not to 
speak of the normal weakness of their intellect, they fondly 
imagine that their thnk or tnck is sure to triumph and 
produce tire desired effect To give an instance or two. 
They write down in red ink on the hack of the P<rajr t or 
wooden seat on winch the bride Is to sit, the names of 
twenty-one uxorious hushamb, and go round the bride seven 
times* They also write the name of the goddess, Doorga, 
on the silk xotv or garment which the bride is to wear at the 
time of the marriage ceremony, because Shiva, her husband. 

’ Tlw cauic of (he fair 4a aa folk*** i tVLen KaxiicL of beauty 

and ike M> n t Ike floorga) went out In marry, he b*4 fimiitea to take 

whh him ihr omuaJ futh of mu-ciarkm. Whan be rrmemberad tlira on the way, 
he immcilutafy mutual home, wnl U> h» gmit lurprue, «x« hu m<«het eating 
wllh bet ten - ah# bring a ttn hamieil guiiteaa l»n a-lirtg the rra*m, 

lie war tnid that il wai k»l, wlieii he thoalt) lau:* hi» wlJr. *he wroth! tm< fire her 
llte '{tiumty <tf food. Under "hit at targe UallutritU’.wm, ears I he £t*H 

ami gwtiioae, of the ItuuIoOt tabocred I 
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v.-fiF cxccsalvdy fond of her. They pi see lutfore her the 
CkuH(h f'ootj, a sacred booh treating of Doorga a ml Shiva, 
while her mouth is filled with rim betel - nuts to be afterward* 
chewed with betel by the bridegroom unawares. Meantime 
active preparations ate made c.ti both sides for the auspicious 
solemnization of the nuptials. At the house of the bride¬ 
groom. arrangement* are being made for illumination and 
firest'udcs, and the grand Xwirnts arm ounce the approaching 
departure of the procession, Fac-.-imiles of mountains and 
peacock* are made of colored paper spacious enough to 
nofiomiQLxUtc a dwelt periotic; hundreds of K/tdt and 

silver staves arc seen on the roadside ; groups of songsters 
and musicians are posted I sere and there to give a, passing 
specimen of the vulgar songs of the populace ; a Smyrna rt 
or bridegroom? *cat elegantly fined np is brought nut with 
two boys gaily dressed Lo fan the bridegroom with Auitn urs , * 
hundreds of blue and red light* arc distributed among the 
svrarthy cooties, who arc to use them on the read when the 
procession moves. The bridegroom, being washed is helped 
to put on n suit of superbly embroidered Benares Jbjul^b 
dress, with s pearl necklace of great value, beside* tangles 
md simtets set In precious stones and gar lands of flowers, 
Durwaro and guards of honor are paraded In front of 
the house t and In short, nothing in left to Impart an Imposing 
appearance to the scene. As has been already observed, there 
f*« growing desire among the Hindoos to imitate Eng&Jih 
manners and fashions. A f&*rrfegt pr<>ccssinn U considered 
qufte Incomplete unless hunt!* of English musicians are 
retained, and a cavalcade of troopers like a buricsquir of the 
Govcmor.GeneraJ's Jkxly Gtuud is seen to move forward to 
dcur the way- A Conk's carriage with a postillion h not 
imminently observed to supersede the old Stvih* at mlt 
Tiilket ’ 6 


* Thr ri imttr* urt Huy uude «f it i; , jaJk of Thibet cowl 
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Before the bridegroom leaves his house lie says his 
prayer to the gothics* Donrga. and mako hi* preparatory 
jattrd (departure). At this time Ills mother asks him, “ Rabu 
where arc you going ? v He answers, M To bring in your 
X)ass*f or nui<J-«*rv;»ut.” Before leaving he rccervtM from hm 
a fciv instructions os to how he should conduct himself at the 
house of bis father-in-1 an*. He L- to gaze on the stars in 
heaven, keep his feet half on the ground ami half on the 
wooden scat when engaged in performing a ceremony, anti 
not to use any other betel but his own. The object of t!ie*e 
instructions is to thwart the intention of his mother-in-law 
that he may become a uxorious husband, a wish in which 
his mother does not share at all, because it is calculated 
to diminish his regard for her. In the majority of eases 
the wish of the mother-in-law prevails over llial of the 
mother, as is quite natural. 

He has next to perform the rite of KanaJUftigtviUr, sur¬ 
rounded by all the women of the family. A small brass 
plate containing rice, a small wooden |*>t of vermilion, and 
one Rupee, are thrown right over his head by his father into 
the Sarce, or robe of his mother, who Mauds behind him for 
the purpose of receiving the same, This is a <ignal for him 
to come out. and if all arrangements arc complete, take his 
neat on the bridal S«*>J(r.rxuv, or carriage. The procession 
moves forward amid the increasing darkness. One or twn 
European constables march ahead. The usual cortege of 
stalwart dtOTrun* follow. The torches ami flambeaus are 
lighted, Tire Kfuisga/abutlnfts are ranged on both sides of 
the rood ; in the midst are placed bond? of native and En¬ 
glish musicians, Parties of songster* In female dress begin 
to sing and dance on the M&v&rpunkfut % borne on the shoul¬ 
ders of coolies. The daring torches arc waved around the 
procession. Blue and red lights are flashed at intervals. 
Noise, confusion, and bustle ensue. Men, women and children 

II 
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all flock to see the tarmUha. Mischievous boys try to rob 
the lights. And to lend, as it were, an enchantment to the 
scene, gay Baboos in open carriages. in their gala dresses 
bring up the rear. It is on such occasion* that modest 
beauties and newly-married brides {bn/ius) come out from the 
Zenana, and, unveiling their faces, rise on the tops of their 
houses on both sides of the mad. in order to feast their eves 
on all the pompous accompaniments of a marriage exhibi¬ 
tion. As soon as the procession arrives near the house of 
the bride, the people of the neighbourhood assemble in 
groups to have a sight of the lord of the day, and four or five 
gentlemen of the party of the bride advance to welcome 
the bridegroom and his party of friends, who enter, receiving 
the stares of the idle and the salutations of the polite. The 
barber of the family brings uut a light in a sard (earthen 
vessel) and places it on the side of the road. Decency for¬ 
bids me to mention certain of its constituents. 

A* the initiator}* rite of the auspicious event, the female* 
blow the conch-shcll in the inner apartment, and some more 
impatient than the rest peep through the latticed corridor 
or window, while the bridegroom it slowly conducted to his 
appropriate seat made up of red satin with embroidered fringes, 
liaving three pillows of the same stuff on three tides. An 
awning is suspended over the spacious compound, and it is 
splendidly illuminated with gas lights. Polite and compli¬ 
mentary expressions of good wishes and of refined native 
etiquette arc exchanged on both sides, comparing favorably 
with the rude manners of past times. *• Come in, esme in, 
gentlemen, and sit down, please,** is the general cry, M firing 
tobacco, bring tobacco, for both Brahmin's and Soodras," U 
the next welcome expression. Uoyj», eajicdally the lirothcr- 
}n -law of the bridegroom, now bring him a couple of lictel- 
nuti, to be cut with the jwir of nut crackers he holds in hi« 
hand. He objects and hesitate* at firnt. but no excusv is ad. 
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mittcd, no pit* Imanl, lie must cut them in the best way he 
can. • When all the guests arc properly seated, numbers 
of Hchool boys sit face to face and begin to wrangle, much 
to the amusement of the assemblage. Aj English education 
is now ait the ** go“ among the people, questions in spell¬ 
ing, grammar, geography and history. arc put to each other. 
The following may be taken as a specimen : Aushotosh asks 
BhotanauLh. "In what school do you read?" BhoJanauth 
answers. M In the Hare School" A. continues. “What books 
do you read - ? H. enumerates them. 

A* asks, " What is your pedagogue** name ?" B.„ a tittle 
confounded, remains quiet, meditating within himself what 
could a mean. A. drawing nearer, asks him to 

q>ell the word, housewife? U. answers, ** h-u-z-z-i-f." A. laughs 
heartily in which he is Joined by other boys. Continuing the 
chain of intcrogations, he asks E to parse the sentence: * To 
be good is tu be happy.* 4 B. hanging down his head, at¬ 
tempts. but fails. “ Wlmrc is Dundee, and what b it famous 
for? - B. answers, * Dundee is in Germany.** (laughter) : A. 
pressing hi - adversary, continues. " W*hat was the cause of the 
Trojan war K* B. answers hesitatingly, “ The golden fleece 1" 
Thus discomfited. H. takes refuge in ignoble silence, while 
A., in a triumphant mood, moves prominently forward amidst 
the plaudits of the assembled multitude. M Long live Ausho- 
tckdris the universal blessing. 

Hen? two or three professional genealogists, having 
tunics on their bodies and turbans on their heads, stand up, 
and in measured rhyme recite the genealogical table of the 
two families now affianced, blazoning forth the meritorious 

• F.«ttt cnmmmrpU* minuim tke dutaertfc economy irf * Hindoo tettDf 
fnmtfhi with rntaning : Ih* niu* art k*jtt all day in tbr- brid?'« mouth wvl 
mmftii-.l «ith btf ulhi Whm cdl lijr Ibe kind of Ih? Iiijdirtoc’in they ire 
■njtfKMeal to po*crwi a virtue. Sciiebuw »r uUvrr, ibt brnkyiotro must 

|*c made to Uie thoai wtih th« Uid, m *pic of the hi* Wrthar. 

CmUMtatf him tu «mc them uu anr aoumnt. Wiixn noL lu» Inrr* lor hi* wife 
14 to be uticiuitvai, which ii prcj ifckr.il in llv inltxnli ul lui uuiWt. 
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deeds of each succeeding generation. They keep a regular 
register of all the aristocratic Hindoo families* especially 
of the Koolin class, and at respectable marriages they are 
richly rewarded. It is quite amusing to hear how seriously 
they rehearse the virtuous acts of the ancestors, carefully 
refraining from making any allusion to disreputable act* 
of any land. Though not like Giundi. the inimitable 
hard and pole-star of Rajasthan, as Colonel Tod says* their 
services are duly appreciated by all orthodox Hindoos, who 
exult in the glowing recital of ancestral deeds. Their lan¬ 
guage is so guarded and flattering that il can offend nobody, 
except such iu do not reward them. Having the genealogi¬ 
cal table in their possession they can easily turn the good 
into bad, and vie* versa, to serve their own selfish ends. An 
upstart, or one who has a family stain, pays them liberally 
to have his name inserted in the genealogical register, and 
to be mentioned in laudatory terms. 

In the Tftakwr dliallau, or chamber of worship, all pre¬ 
parations for the solemnization of nuptials arc now made. 
The couch-cot, beddings, carpet, embroidered and wooden 
shoes—here English shoes will not dx>—gold watch with 
chain, diamond ring, peail necklace, and one Jet of silver and 
one set of bra** utensiln,* me arranged in proper order, 
and flowers, sandal-paste, dooav gravs hnly water in copj>cr 
pan*, and kboush grass, arc placed before the priests of both 
parties The bridegnxun, laying aside his embroidered robe, 
is dressed in a red sdk cloth, and taken to the place of 
wordiip. where the bride, alao attired in a silk Sane, veiled 
and trembling through fear, is slowly brought from the female 
penetralia ait a wooden seal borne by two servants and placed 
on the left *ldc of the bridegroom. live agitation of her 
internal feelings when brought before the altar of Hymen is 

* Dit utfcicft couiiri *il Siti i-r tikara, uhsruo, <»><**», TbiUs, DsuL ijlsu, 

IlsjLiU D»bm. I'»»i j; tod I'.ihiLn. 
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grcally soothed by the wraith of gold ornaments—the sum* 
wttm donutn of her existence with which her person is adorn¬ 
ed. TIic officiating priest puts into the hand* of the bride- 
groom fourteen blades of khoosh grass in tw’o small bundles 
which he winds and tics round his figures. The priest then 
pours a little holy Ganges water into the bridegroom's right 
hand, which he holds while the father-in-law repeats a mantra 
or incantation, at the dose of which he let* it fall. Rice, 
• flowers and doorva grass arc next grim him, w hich he lay* 
near the copper pan containing the holy water. Water is 
presented as at first with a prayer, and sour milk, then again 
water. The officiating priest now directs him to put his hand 
into the copper pan. and placing the hand of the bride on 
that of the bridegroom tie* them together with a garland 
of flowers, when the father-in-law says: “Of the family of 
Goutarn, the great grand-daughter of Ram Churn Rose, 
the grand-daughter of Uuilnram Bose, the daughter of 
fc Ram rounder H*v*c, wearing such and such doilies and 
I jewels, t. Dwarkeynath Bose, give to thee. Oma Churn Dutt, 
I family of Bharudaz, the great grandson of Dinnonath 

l >utt. the grandson of Shib Chum Dutr, the son of Jodonaulh 
lJutu“ The bridegroom say*. M 1 have received her." The 
fatber-in-law then takes off the garland of flowers with which 
the hands of the married pair were bound, and pouring 
some holy water on their heads, pronounces Iris benediction, 
A piece of tiik cloth called Lstj%l hasfnr, i$ then put over the 
lleads of the boy and girl, and they arc asked to look at each 
other for tfu /ini Urn* in (ktir ih*s. While the marriage 
ceremony :■* being jicrformcd the boy is made to wear on his 
head a conical tinsel hat. Here the barbet of the bride¬ 
groom give* to the priest A little A‘A<q* (parched rice) and 
,\ little ghee, which are offered with doorva grass to the god 
Brahma. A very small piece of coarse cloth called gauhnni, 
or knotted cloth, containing in all twenty-one rnyrobolarus 
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Ift'/ra fruit and betel* nuts, U tied to the dS« J ° 7 Star ^ 

ot I in* bridegroom. Audi is fi tt Ml Bfag l l ft to the silk garment 

of the hride, thus symbolising a union never to be severed. 
The married, couple are then taken* into thr inner '-njrt, where 
the female* arc* waiting! on the tiptoe of expectation, wreath- 
cd for a moment m the i^pturau*, embraces of one another. 
As soon as the boy appears* or rather before his apinrarance* 
conch-shtU- arc aijam blown, and he is made to stand on a 
^v.w placed under a small awning OUM zMrft&ktelaK a 
enkporary died, surrounded on four sides by pi an tain !ree&, 
n>- way of merriment, *i>®e females greet him with buyaim* 
Rah mixed in treacle, some pull hU ear*, notably his sister-in- 
law, while matrons cry out ,l uh„ nit*, nht «junds indicative' 
it f di^vt joy. It would require the masterly pen rt 1 
: ,T Walter Scott to adequately delineate the joyous feelings 
of the fematta on such an auspicious OCC*?Eon, 

The hHdegitiom i* mode to wear on hie ten finger* ten 
rings made of twigs nf cruller;, ami hiv hamla art tied by 
ii pitta of thread a* bng as his body, Flitting het 
them t weaver^ ethiittb, the mottarMtaw tiay* " I have 
hound thee W) thread* bought thee with cowrie** and put a 
Jilimtlle betwixt illy hands, now bleat thou 1 lamb, • 
Kap^i,^™a Utm of «#flt-arinent. She iisd dose* his inousli 
by touching his lips with 3 padlock, and symbolically tewitig 
tlie same with twenty-one pins, that he may never scold the 
giri; touches hi> nose-with a slender bamboo pipe and break* 
it afterwards, thrown over his In ul\ treacle and rice, a^ well as 
Uie refuse of spices pounded on a grindstone, which has bc^n 

*' l luL.e i.iliwiL i y *m,; lr.fiLitn. ,1 nitci lllitlflxl IR1M tsqH.^Httiu IJ U 

Utf i Inilk b>i thr litutU msjrrtff* 1A Our |hrc«i tnmmml t4 alt lh» fiiuul 
< hi* iii.ii'tur-ln4a.v t i .«!hi t iimpk si the uriu* uvili ib-e mwisi in i xrium* 

Ll^±J + jnil ftll h.-T ilJ aiumIHJ. lUjtxn'sS rrti ntOuuEl n( thm fmvi «(U|HjdidA Iff IllU" 

KudA-litT HV.r iw cinjhl nr* tali* Ii h any mkt kttcI, Vwn tier itejtdiiin j^vi 
| il*c= (<) j-1 in lh". JDffflTs^nf^ihe ik-tjiiiiif mom *rf diehippy fwtfjbr 

lb* bonl lurn tuMwUiti iJwj touflia t iwil, Il k ftbritflU itisl lbs 

TTXJifiiBy ri tto> jarr nj t)ic fjmutUi nil# i* In Irltiki lha tuuknl Iftirir auil ikdt 
i* j knttliL, 4 «[hkihHv In y.h ucmwvm uJ hi, wifti 
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kept covered svith a bag for eight days, arc alive, by two 
fcmale:> whrrtc husbands and finally touches his lips with 
honey and small images made of sugar. that he may ever 
treat his wife like a rtii'/f darling. 

Afterwards the mother-in-law with several other married 
women, adorned with all their costly ornaments and dressed 
in their best attire, touch his forehead with -V/<v, ItamihUillA 
a winnowing fan. plantain, betel and betel-nut'; and here the 
silk 3 carf of the boy, of which mention has been made before, 
is again more cloudy fastened to the silk garment or the 
girl, and kept with her for eight day*, after which it i? returned, 
Accompanied by presents cHf sweetmeats, fishes and curdled 
milk. These puerile rites, purely the invention of females, 
arc intended to act as charths for securing the love and affec- 
tiun of the husband for his wife. The wish Is certainly a 
good one, but often the agencies employed fail to produce 
the desired rfTect! •• Charms strike the sight, but merit wins 

the souL" Hcforc the marriage ceremony is concluded, the 
boy* of the neighbourhood make the usual demand of Gmw~ 
vali and Banrivart Foojah. At first in a polite way they 
ask the father uf the bridegroom for the gift. He offers 
twenty Rujtco. but they insist on having one hundred 
Rupees. After some altercation in which sometimes high 
words and ntrensive language are made u.se of, • the matter 
is eventually settled on payment of thirty-two Rupees, 
This money Is used In giving a feast to the boys of the 

• Tl* Tritwrf ilmiitkfB xtai’Jtkm «M Imi wr »canlitjr cnJtivaloi, otifilr** 
uni quarrri* ner« known to tu'x arjxn brfwreri iftr inu janic* it run **nr tmtal 
liftmiisiaur.r*. Ttir frkmU «f Ihc brhiccrucin. often pfconinc UueurWci ON 
tli.Tr rpocinJ prrm^n*.-, <*, mratlcn lbe jwft> testily Hwftfed »-»«» 

»h* tii^rcrf in null olfcrcl Aim ntihn inrsmUd) t.j the Tmikl jiatty. Tlii-w. 
du-mtuiiM ujiuitiituct letmiiuicU ut Ur»**, if nut m lacerattnl IuuIm. Iu>tn«J 
of troitiii|' till the rancbuwin n| lf« fnnmmj, ihn nholr <4 Ihr luulrjjTrw.*u* 
(uiitY luu bun It turn* Ut uiuru home wuhonl rUnncf, Irt ihc gceal morniksliun 
oi the t<thw fatty. TJ»**r U * niwwo **yrtx mmwj* Ihc UctyUec* Am ”lie 
who u *)k’ rtwmjr of the hous* «bouhl go in ■ m»i»4uc» party, li im 1 cornniq 
upon null tile ffinuU of ihc Ltiilt£ti».itj lu <«t nilh a jwit <*l kusbuq like bett* 
•liny ttf ihr hrasv <4 the I Air. IliW h»pv'b *erh pranks* mp i<f wit *e=amacc 
r»o*-a-tm*,v . 
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neighbourhood, reserving a portion for the Rimuuri poojah,— 
a mode of worship which will be more fully treated in another 
place. 

As an epilogue to the nuptial rite, the bridegroom con¬ 
tinues to stand on a stone, while two men setting the brkle 
on a wooden scat and lifting her higher than his head, makes 
three circumambulations asking the females at the *amc time 
who is taller, the bridegroom or the bride ? The stereotyped 
response is. “ the bride." This being done, the female* throw¬ 
ing a piece of cloth over the heads of both, desire them to 
glance at each other with all the fond ctuLcarments of a 
wedded pair. A* is to be expected, the coy girl, almost in a 
state of trepidation, casts but a transient look, and veils her 
face insUntcr ; but the boy, young as he K feels inwardly 
happy to view the lovely face of hi* future wife. This look 
is called Stweinidnsti or " the auspicious sight" which is licld 
in the light of a harbinger r»f future felicity. 

The bridegroom returns to the Thacwrdluiltan or place of 
worship and performs the concluding part oC the marriage 
ceremony, while the officiating priest, repeating the usual in¬ 
cantation, presents the burnt offerings {kamc\ to the gods, which 
is the finale of Lite religious part of the rite.* Hut before the 
bridegroom leaves the place of worship, the officiating priests 
of both sides must have their rf.tskhi.i or pecuniary reward. 
If the bay be of the Mow leek caste and the girt of the Koo- 
1m caste, the former must give double what the latter gives. 
*• *- *6 Rupees and 8 Rupees. Here, as in every other In- 


* A# htmlult croitnaca. •tin, lu a ernaiitr geniitt, cnmhinoil an Inlclll- 
geM» nT, ami a (uimlua •conaint.uti.e *nh. the imjutsi* «m| r*»titttt* 

or lb* rounirj. none a Suire li.rxi.l M. to jjn to Enrfoiut .,**.1 *ihnt 

Jr*™* ,h * e»»liur.it Wtlh a (ttmtlarr <d Hlmhro female* mitl eshihit 

throe al th< utipoitaiii octal an. I ihanruU cctmumiiU ij th» f^nairr In a 
of tuiUiic nmtu ^ rf i mnni ., ^ fhBWSBen • -! 

^ inthn RHmnro in which they mp.nWir celebrated h«r, ..*iLi £, 

amliitnce. The .rrero-tlo clone WiM ,|j 6uim ■ 

irpuLu al^» irw-irni . The time «i|| eemihlv com 

• Ucn tlui w4bati*n of an ingeuiwu Men wonl.l n.» L* hi-M ifl'/furo. 
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>nncc. the superiority its" caate atttits it- peculiar privileges. 

The professional gcnc&Eogfots, after concluding their recitation 
and singing their cpUhaJamiums, also came In for their -.hare 
of the reward, but they arc geutmlly told to wait till the next 
day. v, hen in common with other lihaLacki they receive their 

rtcomjientir, The bridegroom Es then ptrmlited t& ha ve a 

little breathing tsmy after having undergone the infliction of 
;o many religious* and dome^tk rites, whkh la iter formed the 
special province of the females 

The head of the family now stands up before the assem¬ 
bly* and a^ks thdr permission to go through the ceremony of 
Ma/,t Chitrtifort, or the distribution of saitdaleri garlands. This 
is done to pay them the honor due to their rank The Dnll.i- 
ptttty, or the head of the order or party, almr ;t invariably ns 
edvef the hr.gn riant 1, and then the assembled multitudes Tire 
served. Fur securing tills hereditary ills Auction to a family, 
large aunts of money have beett apeut from rime to time by 
millionaire-, who, by the fuvomblc i.-osnhkatioTi of esreum- 
stajsces, had risen from an obscure position in life to a state of 
great affluence, The l tie Rajah Rajlcbsen Bahadoor, Eabocr 
Ram IkJobT Dey, Kisto Ram lloae, MjiIud Mdhuu Dim, 
riant r Run Singh, Ram Rirtton Roy am I ft lurry expended up- 
wards nf a lakh of Rupee*, or £30,000, each for the posses¬ 
sion of tiic enviable title of BulfopnUy or haul of a party. 
The Way by which tfak noble distinct ion wa* ve c ur e d wn.$ to 
fndnetfcft-class KchiUn^, by sufficient pecuniary inducements, 
* > iiltctmarry tutu the families of the u oukl-bc Dufl*ipnttj\ 
The generally tOTpoverisdusd eemditiem of the old aristocracy 
■I' the Sand, and the on wart I march of inldject teaching the 
people to look to sterling metis fur superiority in the .scale 
id Society have ccmsidenibly dvu rinratoti t he VTnitie of these 
artificial distinction*. The progrc** of educsikm Has ojamed 
3 pew era in th t social fnaiitutinn* .if the country, and mien* 
lightened proletariat h n<>w-a-days more leUrcmcd than an 
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empty titled Btdfopnttv, the magmMi* of "hose social stoats 
Is not to be estimated by the numbers ■/ Kooiint he if c^o- 
neetcd with, but by the extent and character of hb 
to society. 

Tlic bridegroom next dines v ith his friewb outside, not¬ 
withstanding the importunities of the females for him to dine 
in their presence in the inner apartment, that they might have 
an opportunity to indulge in merriment at Its- 1 expense. A* 
rule, live Brahmin* dine first and then the numerous guests 
and attendants, munberfijg sometimes uue thousand. Despite 
the precaution of the friends of the bride to prevent ittuicl- 
come intruriqn, from a natural apprehension of running short 
of supplier which, on such occasion^ are procured ,\% enormous 
cost, many uninvited persons in the disguise of respectable 
baking Bahoos contrive rnmehmv r other to mingle in tin.- 
crowd uml behave with such propriety as tr- elude detection^ 
The proportion of male intruders is larger that! that of female 
one’s simply became the Utter* however barefaced, cannot 
entirely divest themselves of all modesty It would not be 
above the mark to put down the number of Urn former lit 
twenty \kt cent. Such men arc profe^ksud mtruilcrs ; they arc 
entirely devoid of u sense of iseff respect, and lead a wretched* 
demoralized life. Foreigners can have no idea of the extent 
to which they 1 carry on iluar disreputable tmdr, including tn 
their ranks some of the highest Brahmins of the go unity* 
It is not an uncommon right, on such occasion^ u- behold 
maubers of people depart after dinner v tth bundles of /*v- 
(htts (fine edibles) and sweetmeats in thelf band pi, which 
Mtthrdttta * threaten to touch and defile 

When full justice has been done to the feast provided 
for the occasion, the crowd melts away and streams out at 
the door well pleased with the reception they 1 have had It 


* IWLjJWI L»l(l HjWilhi 
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Is much easier to satisfy men than women in this respect. The 
latter are naturally fastidious, and the least shortcoming is 
sure to be found fault with. When confusion and bustle sub¬ 
side, the bridegroom is slowly conducted into a room in the 
inner apartment which bears the euphonious name of Bdsur- 
g/tnr, the bedchamber of the happy pair, or rather the store¬ 
house of jokes and banter, where are grouped together his 
wife, hi9 mother-in-law, • and the whole galaxy of beauty. 
The very name of Biisargkurf suggests to the female a variety 
of ideas at once amusing and fascinating. As I have already 
observed, she, nursed from her cradle in a state of perfect 
seclusion, and Immersed in all the drudgeries af a mono¬ 
tonous domestic life, is glad of any opportunity to share 
in the unreined pleasure of joviality. The mother-in-law, 
throwing aside conventional restraint, introduces herself, 
or is introduced by other women, to her son-in-law. They 
pull the poor lad’s cars. In spite of her earnest protestation, 
ami If they do not know what flirtation is. they assail him 


Aecaniin* to the {MtKtiKeO rule* af the Hindoo (odetj, ■ iMthcr<in4iw 
u nr«t permuted to appear before her aon-in-law j it i* not only eoreU.Jrtcil In- 
decarna*, hut U ueociatnl with u'mnhifljc dbc that U «cmi!atoot; brace the 
^**7* distance trrrm hxr mn-ro-law, bat ca tlili arkulit nurhi, bet 

prnencc in the room with other fannies b -pike conu«tcnt with firromlnc nm* 

I'W- ,n “»*••*. 7*^ roo-b-Ut., huwner, a departaia from tk»« 

rote U not rawahandhla. - 


t 1* the *etaut* and rarol dUirict* ol fecogaJ. ferula, more pamralariy 
■mime the Iknhrain elm, era tacitly allowed to hare m tuch liberty on iki. 
rprciAl accuion that they, jmuine amler the huJwl I heir In.tmrttv* inndeaty, 
rntntarn IV- hffckgronoi not only with cjiilhi.'amiam* bur with other itmenu* 
having tefcirttce to th« dlmiiom uf Krkhna with hi* tubUtw, .tad »hr 
ngqumm* dUtmawU. L'ltUrr tn crowns ttnjtfrssna of linrinE holy *ang» 
lt»y unwittingly tiunt|*rt the j rodtjstr rharattcr of thcii toil. These »,m-« (<• 
*******7 known tty tb« turnri of Ml intf ftaJ *n<l J*WL», the fitnewr *» / 
tb« deMffittfaa Implict, ccmbl of n*w* a. mnrejnl hr the principal milkmaid. • 
rtganJlBg hb nuurrsa, to whom bo •rftetuiitits proved bite, ami the hitter of r < 
ui*apjio<nt«l lore, ■hieh broadly exhibit* the pnamcettt feat am of ht« «nMoou« 
lift* They feel rath an internet tn the'** low rtifextaintncau, that tinder the hal- 
low«l name of religion they arc kd to Indirectly perpetrate a mm. f ra jj „ 
wow wijaf wlly ur. the example ol tush a rod. eoaUaned with the wtution 
nr rrltjpon, ha* otnhiahtcJIy a tendency to impair the moral influence of a ri». 
tiKMt* life. I bar* always rerrrltcil ihi* from my wnuual «benTa!mn. hit* to 
, f n ^ a. death Wow at the tnm <j lha ml mmt k the work of im. The o*en> 
tial damitrn* of lbs Hindoo character tuna be tiunongldy tecau. 






MARRIAGE CEREMONiES. 

with joke* which quite piutlu him and bewilder bin *em*e* T 
They burst into roars of laughter and make thermseivfis merry 
oi his expense j he feels himself almost lielpEcs:; iiul um/i'C- 
pated tr> make a □.uiiublr repartee, and i* at length driven Into 
ail manner of excuses, as plausible reasons for a brief r_-pile 
and a vhort repose. lie corn plains of headache occa^iuned to' 
the btencs-t of the hour ;• as a sure remedy they give him 
ttj&a, ice, eau^eHCQiogtut, and almost baths; him in rosewater; 
but, ,- i< i.•untie they can on no account allow him. becau-r it 
would mar their pleasure and Mtik their lively spirits. Kt't'j?- 
ing up their jokes,. they place the lovely bride with all her 
gold trapping* on his knee, and unveiling her face uk hint to 
look ox It, and say whether or not he like* her; the doses her 
eyes, moves and jerks to have the veil dmpj>cd down, but her 
Mitsn yield not to her ivi±b, ant] keeping her yet uuveilixl, 
repeat the question. Of course he makes no reply* but 
blushes and bangs down his head ■ their demand being impera¬ 
tive, he ^c-. Th> other alternative, but to gently reply in the 
affirmative. They next make the girl bride* much against 
her inclination, lie down by his side : os often a:; -he is drag¬ 
ged to often she draws back, but yielding .it I m\ to the 
admonition of her mother* she b constrained to Sic dawn* 
because, on that flight* this farm Is itrfctly enjoined in that 
female chaster. The innocent girl, unconscious of tile absurd 
mirth* shrinking together, turns away, and occasionally whim¬ 
pering. passes toe sleepless, miserable hours. The dawn of 
morning i* to licr most welcome, although It affords her but 
a temporary relief. As the first glimpse of light is perceived, 
ahe flies into the bosom of her auiil, who tries to animate her 
drooping spim by a word nr two of sgUce, citing perhaps at 
die Witte tune the example of SufTajbtey, her elder sister, 
placed In a dmilaf position three years ago. The women 
referred to remain m the Basnrghttr. As s matter uf course 
aged women gj to deep fabler Ui<m young uprightly girl* of 
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ftweet seventeen! who arc bent on making the best of thcoccasion / 
by indulging in jukes and vrittiesms They literally rack their 
brain* to outwit the bridegroom by their th&ti and IdutdikA 
(jokes), and their stock of it seems to be almost inexhaustible. 

They contrive to make him chew the tame bcera or betel 
which is first chewed by the bride, and if he be obstinate 
enough to refuse it, in obedience to the warning of Ills mother, 
which b often the cave, four or five young ladies open out his 
lips. and thrust the chewed bettlc into his mouth. What 
young man would be so ungallant as to n>Ut them after all ? 

He must either submit or bear the opprobrium of a foolish 
discourteous boy. Thus the whole night is passed in the ban¬ 
ter and practical joking peculiar to the uiiosyncracy of the 
Hindoo female*. When in the morning he attempts to get 
away from their company, one or two Indies, notably his saias, 
or sinters-in-law hold him fast by the skirt of his silk gar¬ 
ment demanding, tho customary present of SarjaytaNdsut. * 

He sends a message to his man outside, and gets thirty two 
or fifty Kujkks, on payment of which they are satisfied and 
jjcrmit him to go. After a short respite he is again brought 
into the inner apartment, and after shaving, bathing and 
changing his clothes, he is made to go almost through the 
same course of fcmaic rites as he had to perform on the preced¬ 
ing night, with this difference only, that no officiating priest 
is required to help on the occasion. This rite is named 
*• Raxsi Bihdkii (not new marriage), ail the ceremonial* being 
conducted by the females. It would be tedious to indict on 
the reader a recapitulation of the same, hut suffice it to say, 
that cn all the primary' ^rereading principle is plainly percep¬ 
tible. namely, the long life and conjugal felicity of the happy 
pair, it is a remarkable fact that in the opinion of the Hindoo 


* The fee ft* t Utt trouble cf rnmwtnjj (hr hot anrt ktrpuig uj> I hr night, 'hr 
Utlrt* who ttituuiu 1 -! im tin* UJ-cbjinUr xn jowly ««0Utid tw U let then tuitu . 
• widow, tv it xWrmsI. h not jwnnitiri to lowrn lb» M_ hnl tirr mik/ununc 
wiuibt Uc&JJ (Im lakh*. Imu afa« gru^ lit/**.ot. bet oi ilurc of Ihc kr 
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females the wi clef the ebrrie of matrimonial ceremonim*, 
the greater the chance of spearing the favor of Hymen. 
At the conclusion* the boy and girl are directed to say th.it 
they have passed the state of celibacy and entered on that 
of matrimony. w Marriage h honorable in all and the bed 
undefiled." 

As morning advances, the bridegroom walking, ami the 
bride in the arm* of her relative, are next brought into a 
fiMrrn—the women blowing the conch and sprinkling water — 
and made to sit near each other. They then play with 
coivfis, {shells) the girl li told to take up if /up £CM45iff in 
her kit hand and put them near the boy, while tm the other 
hand the bay ih raid to take up as much as his right hand can 
contain and put them before the glH the meaning of which 
is. that the girl would »peml sparingly and the Uiygivc tier 
abundantly. They then play with four very* suuti earthen 
put*, called filled with rice and peas; the girl 

first opens the lids of the pots and thrown the contents on a 
Kih>A.». (winnowing fan) the boy lakes It up and fille Lhc pot*. 
The girl slowly puts the tittr on and ismudibly rejieats The tiaiqc 
nf her husband for the first time, * impressing 3 hope that 
by the above process she stop* his mouth and curbs, fm ton- 
guc, that he may never abuse her. As the first emirs* id 
breakfast, fruits and sweetmeais arc served to the bridegroom 
ami the “bride. He cats a little and is requested to offer n 
portion of the «imi: to his wife, whose modesty forbids birr 
to accept any in ids presence, but the earnest unanimities 
or the nearest of kin overcome 1ter shyness, and she fs at 
length prevailed upon to taste a little which h oficied birr 
by the hand of her husband* the females expressing a desire 
at the same time that die may continue to eat from the same 

* It lx tn*fitk**l Hu* tJfmllf aftrt hfT TMTtnrgt- h n« xllqwcd to 

Ulitr (W name Hf Ha hmshuiil w wf any of lih util# *n<f firmiJc mlciirn uk 
lfaaar ulti alt Jinn^t thnii Pie. Thucc ji tm tow ikciMl b ittLfnr >hv nm <J 
s kfelaibl, W A mne flf titanic die duct mil jrqxn- 




MARRIAGE CEREMONIES* 


7 1 


band Lo the tmi of Ivn: days. They then receive the benedic¬ 
tions or the mate and female member* of the family in 
money, dooav grass and paddy, which embody » prajtr tt) 
the God for lux everlasting happiness, A second course 
of breakfmd coitslirting of boiled tiet, dhall, fi-h anil ve£?ta< 
ble f umes in great variety", sweetmeats* wur and ?™cct milk* 

[ 3 r.c« brought for (he bridegroom ; seeing that he cats very 
slowly and scantily through shame, hi^ listervun-lmv hdp 
him with liani I fills of ncs and curries, &C After he has 
finished rating, the rtKiduc «r the victuals h given to Id* wife 
in a separate room, because it is customary that she should 
ose the same that day. with a view to cement mutual Save 
and affection, 

Preparations am now being made for the rvium of the 
prucesdon to the house or the bridegroom. but before st start-S' 
sfiiiic pecuniary mutters iut to be settled* The father of the 
bridegroom give* fifty Kopecs as SarjijjtpUiia^ for the be- 
n- fit of the slster-r uf the brkfc, and the faihvr of the bride 
must give the same sum, if ntit a larger one, a* XamuHhy- 
uux lor the benefit of the sisters of the bridegroom, liven 
the difficult problem -if S<ti»itjtth is to be solved. In 
ajxnnst every ease* the question ts not decided without »mc 
dbcussInitL Hindoos are above all tenacious of caste when 
the question is one of ftupc^ and pice. Crowds uf ftkdls, 
fifattr*. ua*itt. ti i! i Liu. and mendicants shouting at times " Jay\ 
Jay:* victor)-, victor) 1 j 11 Bar, krrnay Uadtay Lhakoog,* ** may 
the bridegroom and bride live long," imjatvetntly wait in the 
street for their usual aim*. They get a few rams cadi and 
diverse, Professional GIiatud*s, geneatagrit* and Brahmins 
also come b for their share <wd are not disappointed- Then 
come -the interesting and affretiug pan of the ccrcmoflihl. 
the jattitii or the approaching departs re of the happy pair 
for the houi< of the Urifkgrwjui. A .'iitiall crass pot filled 
with bn!y water and a small wooden jxd of vermillion being 
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placed before them, they are made to tit on the two wooden 
pirays on which they sat the previous evening at the time 
of marriage, and the females touch their forehead* with sour 
milk, shiddi ( hemp), and the consecrated nrghi of the god¬ 
dess Doorga, • which latter is kept in a tuft on the Kkxfa 
or ringlet of the bride’s hair for eight days. Her forehead 
is also rubbed with vcrmillion, the emblem of a female whose 
husband b alive. This is followed by the rite of KanoJtax- 
jwUy already described, but this time the father of the bride 
throws the brass plate right over her head Into the cloth of 
hb wife, who stands for the purpose behind her daughter. 
A sudden and solemn pause is perceptible here, betokening 
the subsidence of joy and the advent of sorrow. In the 
midst of the company, mostly females, the father and mother 
of the bride, alternately clasping both the hands of the 
bridegroom, with tears in their eyes, commit the very respon¬ 
sible trust of the young wife to his charge, saying at the 
same time in a faltering tone, among other things, that * hi¬ 
therto our daughter was placed under our care, but now 
through the D/iabiturbct or kihd dispensation of Providence, 
she is consigned for ever to your charge, may you kindly* 
overlook her shortcomings and frailtie* and prose your fidelity 
by constancy." At this farting expression, tears start into the 
eyes of all the female? who are naturally more susceptible than 
the sterner sex. With sorrowful countenances and deep 
emotion they look steadfastly at the married pair am! im¬ 
ploringly beseech the bridegroom to treat the bride with all 
the tenderness of an affectionate husband. The scene is 


exceedingly Affecting, and the sweet sorrow of parting docs 
not permit him to say Huiaya or farewdl to the bridegroom. 
T he mot he r-in-law, e specia lly, should the bride be her only 
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daughter, is overwhelmed with grief, and if she does not cry 
bitterly, her suppressed emotion is unmistakable ; the idea 
even of a temporary separation is enough to break her heart, 
and no consolation can restore the natural serenity of her 
mind,* Her relatives endeavour to cheer her by reminding 
her of their and her own cases, and declare that all females 
arc bom to share the same fate. They scarcely enter the 
world before they must leave their parents and intermarty 
into other families. This is their destiny, and this the law of 
/*£$** (the tvorid), and they must ail abide by it. Instead 
of repining, she ought to pray to Debla (god,) ** that her 
daughter should ever continue to live at her father-in-law's, 
use Suiwr (vermiIiion) on her gTcy head, wear out her inw 
bttnglty and be a jmnna ar/sfrt" blessings which ore all 
enjoyed by a female whose husband is olive. Such powerful 
arguments and undeniable examples partially restore the 
equanimity of her mind, and she is half persuaded to join her 
friends and go and see the procession from the top of the 
house. The saine tumult and bustle which ensued at the 

* Klnttun att to pnomutrl; tmi of ihnr dlllthtt), sale •» limva.tr, ikl 
they can hut ill bsooh the idea rrf a *«gtrgatuBt, cren under cinsnuiaem where 
U b unatuHalilc. Hemet wealthy Qnuiit* often keep thru *on*-ln-Li» trader llirix 
own mot. S<mr tinnu tku» H done Inm • army. Such *«nwi»'law fitnirraily become 
hutotenl uni cduumisto, dcAitut* ■like J mental activity tod (ihyoc&i energy, 
They e«i, dm«h. utuAr, (day xml alavp. I 1 altming ait ihc ample mwt'Ot* tJ l£cU 
tat liar'in-law they contract ilciuonduum tulntx, nh»i:hni|;<-iuJcr tk« Anti prvfltgaey. 
The late RxbiftM KaradoobJ De*. Itxraiuttun Roy, rraimauih Cbuwtlnr. th« 
lagute tarothrs tttc cW Keptfn A Lakuu atirl *jb»c td the newly tlr.Sjjwd 
EugtUh wulr Uapha anil other*, countenanced thka rvxcticc, aud Use rr«ili w, 
they ian left with liat f«« cii.rjukuu « number > ( men iingutail) (Itbckol in 
rorvl moral character. TW men aw (sited Oft at Jenajtt, o* kamt lirrit were- 
tn-iaw, which M a twin of tcjnnacit aninmj all tremms aim h«ta ■ (fork of in¬ 
dependence about than. The Uie 1 unity ilatidbo Mulct, ihc celebrated 

author r«l **AV/ Ourpm,’' ttnmclr uiinam *nch character* in a book callrd 
" /«Mr iSiirnoi.'* While cm Uu» t«bje<ct 1 may a well uicntu-a lucre that 
&al*x> kxuti.wiJAl I'ey (4 Calcutta, who had na« Iran obacutity to (teal 
opulence, hut live daughters to och vf whom he gar* * manage dowry <4 
Rupee* 5 * 7,000 in (^oretnincnl Mt oritkv and 10,000 Kut ee* lot ahitao. Of count 
■II hi. Ken-m-law woe frol clam A1 vA».. aitil tacii to Ur* an.lrr ill* M 
thru father-in-law. home of that xma and (randsen* arc now rsnld amougtt 
thr iliud'ju BilUhmaiwa ul UtU (real Clir, while mo»l of the Uimniwn td ilia 
ongmalttock lu>» >1*milled utU< UtUgmnrongc, ttnkiogly Ulmcnrticc the Br 
ilaLility of lunuse. 

K 
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lime of coming now prevail at the departure of the bride¬ 
groom in his Sookaxun, and the brulc in her closely covered 
crimson M*kdfAr4. preceded by all the tinul trapes and 
bands of English and Native musicians. The proccivon 
slowly moves forward with all the pomp and consequence of 
a grand. Imposing exhibition* amidst the staring of the 
womkring populace and of the sight-seeing public. “ It is 
on such occasions;' as Macaulay observes, " that tender and 
delicate women, whose veils had never been lifted before the 
public gaze, came fortli from the inner chambers m which 
Eastern jealousy keeps watch over their beautyThe great 
body of Barjatutn bridegroom's friends—who graced the 
procession with tlidr presence the previous night, do not ac¬ 
company it now on its return homewards* and notwithstand¬ 
ing all the vigilance of the extra guards, the mob scrambles 
and forcibly takes away the tinsel flower and fruit trees 
on the way. In an hour or two, all tile objects of wonder vanish 
from the sight, and leave no mark behind them : M the gaze 
of fools, the pageant <4 a day.” ✓ 

On the arrival of the procession at its destination, the 
bridegroom alights from the Sookasurt and the bride from the 
Mi'hdfriyii, under which, by way of welcome, h thrown a tftara, 
or pot of water. Hereupon the silk r/utJur or scarf of the 
bridegroom, so long in the possession of the bride, being 
entwined between both while the conch is blowing, they 
arc taken into the inner apartment, the former walking, the 
latter in the arms of one of her nearest female relatives 
who^e husband b alive. The boy b made to stand on an 
all fait# ptrtty (white-painted wooden scat), the girl on a 
thali. or metal plate filled with milk and altawatct, and holding 
in her hand a live shdt fish. A small earthen pot of milk b 
put upon the fire by a f-maJc whose husband is alive, and when 
through heat it overflows, th* veil of the girl being lifted* 
she is desired to witness the overflowing process and say 
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gently three times, M may the wealth and resources of her Ciihcr- 
fn-law overflow," while her mother-in-law puts round her left 
lumd an iron bangle,* and with the usual benediction that 
she tnay be ever blessed with her husband, rubs tho middle 
of her forehead with a little verrailUon. A small basket of 
paddy or unhunkcd rice, over which stands a small j>ot of 
Vermillion, is placed on the head of the bride, which the bride¬ 
groom holds with his left hand, and when they are both greeted 
three times with the Srtc, DurfittJala Kivivy water, plantain, 
betd and betel-nuts, as has been described before, by the 
bridegroom’s mother, he, with his pair of nut-crackcrs in his 
right hand, throws over the ground a few grain* of paddy 
from the m^, walks slowly over a new piece of red bordered 
cloth into a room, accompanied by his wife and preceded by 
other females, one of whom blows a conch and another 
sjsrinklcs water,—both token* of an auspicious event. 

When all arc properly seated upon bedding spread on 
the floor, the bridegroom and the bride play again the 
game of jatfok with cowries (shclUyf* a> before. They after¬ 
wards receive the usual nxsterbad (blessing; in paddy, doov- 
grass and money. The mother-in-law in order to ensure the 
permanent submi asiveness of the bride puts honey into her 
cars and sugar into her mouth that she may receive her 
commands and execute them like a street obedient girl. 
Some females then, placing u male child on the thigh of the 

* The we erf m» Iron tmi^te ui bracelet tu» * «leq» tnr-anJnc, It ociLili 
poM anil ether onto. A plxt may vur jfnM •nMMDl* •** tn prncinaa 
to Ihr rajoe «f lea u fifteen tiurocsiiil Rupert, nut ui •»« Hauptc •mlh ■ pine.— 
a rrtiuUh lu^ptia td errsx*r**\*?J to vMuw4ti»d—U uuli.- ; ._n »Ue 

10 a inline I woman #:•« i;i cmujamurcJy iltualiv A yiM way 

wear gold bangle* till hn twentieth you. but ibe it m* p*riwflrprt-J to pot 
ins on i/ra (wngir alter llu .loath <rf lici fcuU*-ur|, 

t In th* rtrty pan of ihc fWtub fiotriament tn flcngal, umitr nmr lb* 
coniuioo currency of the ftminrr in the ordinary t ru fti.fq* o ( life. IVotilt 
tut) to make thru la*tftxux* I mark erf} with mmo, anil a hmflt If-* 1 matir a 
rtiily hanr with sixteen or etghtrm itiiowi of <rmr>cv e^mtl wi one rape* o* 

*« reckoned a my napoalik frailly. The price* erf ptustaiun* ni*,i«l Deiiijr 
fme-thlrrl of what Inry now axe. Eera thr tneMtwt rrf Clnr^mment were 
liai=& paid in cows lea in the E rater* district*. nauMtljr, .Isamu. Sylhat. Ac 
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bridegroomi, deslre him to hand it to the bride, According to 
prescribed m 4om, the npith*j4n4&w, on hr*t seeing the face 
of Mr d3Ughter-itt4my, present- her with a pair«I bangle*- 
Other n-4f rem&lc relative following her example, pnsrirt 
her severally with a pair of gold armlet- a pearl ticekl.itc. 

* Tct of gold qr an ornament for the bach, jingling 

as iht girl move*. a pair of diamond cut gold earrings set 
in precious stones, and so on. To account for the common 
desire of the It indoor to give a profusion of jewels to their 
female^ Menu, their great fountain of authority, enjoins 
women be constant hr supplied with nrmmcnb al festivals and 
jubilee*, Tor Ef the u :fe Ext rmt elegantly altirod, she will not 
exhilaratt tier husband. A wife gaily adorned, the whole bouse 
is embellished." 

She L- next taken into the kitchen, where all sorts of 
coo Led victual’, except meat, are prepared in great abundance 
She is desired to look at them and pray to God that her father- 
ir-Ido. may al rays cnjny plenty*, Returning from Lhc cwk* 
room, the bridegroom gives into her hands an embroidered 
Benares *rfet as also a brass iMt. (plaid) with n few bat*** 
(eupa) containing Ixritcd rice., dh.\U, and ah the prepared cur* 
lies, vegetables, ant! fish, frumenty, &c,, and ,tdilrc>^> her, de¬ 
claring that from this day forward h e undertakes to sup¬ 
port her with food ami clothes. He then partakes of the din¬ 
ner and retires, while the bride Is made to shore the residue, “ 
She is thus taught, from the moment of her union at the Ily- 
mcnr.d altar, her fundamental duty of absolute submission 
to, and uKer dependence on her husband Should she be of 
ilark complexion and her feature* not beautiful, the bridegroom 
j> thus twitted by hib elder brothers’ wives: “you all along dis* 

* Threrii : -tjunui mnoDgii I hr* Umriw-J »hin * mWMJrt nmntftft i: 

jo tint ratio .*jj ir( qS fSirit ICicjl Lhc ie-.l. be ■fit hsll huiblbd'i mriil in 

vj ft**l i- ih? t i:i »h£& * ](q ^cod hi Ht-M. ax\>\ m> intrat tht 

ijftnpaS^r -TiUjng brfwfcn ihffn. Foer: aa fraud, Uir aiutluf <»f fhc ul 

:SS OU iltua. nwcifblty p:Ska -.it iJli! rcsiiliHL*, 24 (f (I th; 1, 
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likci! a kah (black) girl, now what will you do, thacovrfo? Sure¬ 
ly you cannot forsake her. we will see by-and-bye you *hall 
have to wash her feet," Words like these pietre the heart of 
the bridegroom, but politeness forbids him to reply. A* re¬ 
gards the power of woman, the same lawgiver say?—“a female 
is able to draw from the right path in this life, not a fool only, 
but even a sage, and can lead him in subjection to desire 
or to wrath," 

The nearest relatives and friends of the family are invited 
to partake of the BpvubhAt or bridal dinner consisting of boiled 
rice, dhall, fish and vegetable curries, frumenty, fvfow/M, &c, 
served to the guests by the bride's own hand*, which is tanta- 
mount to her recognition as one of the members of the family. 
To cat Mfttut (boiled rice) is one thing and to cat (loo- 

chccr and sweetmeats) U quite another. A Hindoo can take 
the latter at the house of one of inferior castr. but he would 
lose his caste if he were to cat the former at the same place. 
Even among equals of the same caste, and much more among 
inferiors, boiled rice is not taken without mature consideration, 
and some sort of compensation from the inferior to the supe¬ 
rior for condescending to cat the same. The compensation is 
made in money and clothes according to the rank of the A'<*v 
/jhs. Before departing, the guests invited to the BwbftAt at 
which they cat boiicd rice from the hands of the bride, 
give her one, two. or more Rupee* each. 

Tiic day following is a very interesting da)* or rather 
night, being the night of Faotsojya* or flowery bed. At about 
eight o'clock in the evening the father of the bride sends to 


ii , 11 *! • °o»e«mthy iux lh»t in ^atHnc^xxg m*iritturned ij|wnc«, «nn* turn- 
lies la mnJfcXTr orrnm 4anrei ire wtunctf with uking a mtxto turn ut 

at a txr Uhaltlr natvvj, wJ furtljr She nuking pnaew* oI money <o nn- 

HE , °7 Tjm *^ r *■»«**• Ms I hem. i» fc S ui!. : a m»K « 4 tu thin 

,u * ho ? r * tvt » la out* *1 TtlUJ esn- 
®* ” t ^ rT die to.ie in.r.l -end *1 {exit rhiiTy irmiiU With Lfoeau. be- 
wio roo or rjo Rape** racn^iMM mpuWI Ufcre. 
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his xxtfnAx* ample presents of all sort? of fruit? in or out 
of season, home and baiar made sweetmeats some in the 
shape of men. women, fishes, birds, carriages, horses, elephants, 
&c.. each weighing from 6 to to lb*„ sweet and sour milk 
(hdtdidj a kind of sweet cakes. <r/r/*<WT tmvrksy, [faddy, fried 
and sugared comfits spices of all sorts, betel and [nepored 
betel-nuts, sets of ornaments and toys made of cutch, repre¬ 
senting railway carriages, gardens, house, dancing girls, See., 
imitation pearl necklaces made of rice, imitation gold neck¬ 
lace made of paddy, colored imitation fruit* made of curd *, 
butter, sugar, sugar-candy, china (coagulated milk), otto of rase, 
rose-WAtcr, chaplets of llowers and flower ornaments, in great 
variety, Dacca and embroidered Benares J/uvty and wnv for 
the hoy and die girl, clothes for all the elderly females, couch- 
cot. beddings, sets of silver and brass utensils, carpet, embroid¬ 
ered shoes, gold watch and chain, &c, &c Between 125 *md 
1 $0 servants, male and female, carry these articles, =>ome in 
banghy, some in baskets, and some in large brass tkdliis or 
trays. These presents being properly arranged in the Thdecor- 
ddlldn the male friends of the family arc invited to come down 
and sec them, some praising the choice assortment and large 
variety, as well as the taste of the father of the briilc* while 
others more calculating make an estimate as to the probable 
cost of the whole. These articles arc then removed into the 
inner apartment, where the females, naturally loquacious, criti¬ 
cise them according to their judgment; the simple and the 
good-natured say they are good and satisfactory, others more 
fastidious find fault with them. They arc, however, soon si¬ 
lenced by the prudent remarks of the adult male member* of 
the family. The servants arc next fed and dismissed with 
presents of money, some receiving one Rupee each being the 

* In Bikini* Utrsixmc ianicMuat. fiimh>:i kuinJe* exhibit sn *«t<xiidiir.£ <lt* 
gits <>( tliil tail which, it by Ikekand *<tan u ..*1 j-' k 

w mil furt h« tmjwnrvrroc-ni. NerunlJy end inn meU rely they wins* a jjrcu *p- 
tiiu.Lr lut learning ill «ors id lienilm/iik. 
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servants of the bride’s family, some half a Rupee being the 
servants of otlpr families. They then take back oil the brass 
I thdldr and Lrays. leaving the banket*behind. 

Heir we come to the cbmax of interest. The bridegroom 
and the bride, adorned \> itn a wealth of flower wreaths, and 
dressed In tvd-bordcjcd Dacca clothes, with sandal p.v»tc ail 
their foreheads, and sitting side by side in the presence of 
females whose husbands arc alive, are desired to cat even a 
small portion of the articles of food that have been presented, 
and what is the most interesting feature in the scene, is that 
the former helps the latter and the latter help* the former, 
both throwing aside for the first time the restraint which 
modesty naturally imposes on such an occasion. To be more 
explicit, the boy cats one hair of a sweetmeat and gives the 
other half to the girl, and the girl in her turn is constrained 
to follow the same example, though with a blushing coun¬ 
tenance and a veiled face. Female modesty predominate* in 
this isolated instance. If the boy give bludu'ngly, the girl 
gives shyly and tremulously ; In spite of her best efforts. she 
cannot consistently make up her mind to lift up her right 
hand and stretch it towards the mouth of her husband, but is 
after all helped to do so by a woman, whose husband is alive. 
This process of eating* and mutual help, when throe days 
have scarcely passed over their heads, naturally gives rise to 
joy, merriment and laughter among the females; and one 
amongst them exclaims ; H look, look, ScuJavtin*)\ Iki\y our 
new Rddka and Krishna arc sitting side by aide and eating 
together; may they live long and sport thus." The mother 
of the boy watches the progress of the interesting scene, and 

• It l* perhaps n« grticntlljr known Out thn 'firmer of » tiali»t. ffindoo 
oc tlnamlnian, male ut female. Lfc uU cumninenl complete, until be chew* 
fen /OM tarn fee |«*ei. The ltrJilt£TTxmi aftrr tiling and «a«timg hie ntnuUk 
clirwv hi* imtsl /an.and u naked lo ^»x a puiiton thereof ui tfe« lirid* i be 
imluict .ti oru. tun aomceu at Iwtulb twgjrc it btio (lit rl^bt hetiU <4 bit *Ur* 
fer-ithrr'* wife, wfe* forohljf Itrruci the — me into ihn anonth «f l hr bride, ofcaor- 
lOfiiUlbe issue tune lhal tbcii snuLiuJ repngnanre nn tku KOtC will umo l«c 
metoonie when thru mripssBt aflcCUia Qtcw» into tree ferre. 


» 
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iii Lnjfluporis of joy wkhes for liieir continued; felicity, The 
young and sprightly, who have ottce passed through the same 
procc5i, and whose inerts are enlivened by the reminiscences 

of post occurrences, too recent Hi be forgotten, tarty in die 

tt*iin to the last m m -nt, till alrcp westing down the eyelid* 
of the happy pair, the mother of the bridegroom gently coils 
them aside, and lovo-CTtht-m to rest imdisturbed. In accord¬ 
ance with die old established emit urn, their bed h ttruwri 
udth flow era and their bodies perfumed with otto erf rose. 
This is not enough for Hie sprightly Indies, the complement 
hi w'hose amusement and merriment h not yet fail* Kvyn 
if the night be a chilly erne, rqjardlass of the effects of eat 
posure, they* must riW/vnv. or jealously watch through the 
crevices of windows whether or not die bey talk* to the girl, 
and if he du, what ic the nature of the talk. Thus they juiss 
the whole night prying ami laughing, chatting with cadi 
other on subjects *uked to Uidr taste and mode of thought, 
When morning dawn*, di* boy opening the door goes imtsidn. 
and the girl slowly Walks to her maid-servants, who in- 
paiiied her from her father* house. Her whole desire h to 
gel hack to her mother and sisters; nothing can reconcile 
ber to Tier new' home j novelty has no charms for her except 
in her paternal dcanidle. S\m repeatedly asks her maid- 
scr. inb is to when the Ar/tvv will comCj and what L-i LEu: 

time fixed lor her jndm. (departure)' the maid-servants ct*H 
soil rig her, induce her to « r a.ih her mouth and break her fast 
with a few sweetmeats- In obedience to the kind instruction 
of her mother, she sits clusdy veiled and talks tittle, ff at 
all even to young girk of her tender age, S}u next take-, 
her vQjiW. m. dinner, and to white away t uni;, little gob tn 
to amuse her with toys or a -LiaJiie at cards ; at length the time 
ennwri fur the toilet work, and the arrival of the covered 
Mvhapaya is announced. She again takes B f mv - sweetmeat^ 
and making a framm Cbcwj to all tier superiors h helped 
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into the P.-Jfccc bj her mother-ln-IiBv r a female having prc- 
viotrdy lAradied her fccL The umitl benediction nn such mi 
nccnaion is, -mar you continue to live under the roof of your 
railifir-m*Uw in the enjoyment mF cdnjugil hli*^ 

On the arrival of the M&hdpdya at her father*-! house* 
nhmvit nil the females come out for :i moment, taking care 
previously to have the -nddur Jour h -ltcd and Uu* Palkcc 
U"rtrr:r-i nemnved. They cheerfully hrdeomc the re'nrn of the 
pit] hr.imv, j ler mother, unveiling her face and taking her 
in her -arime thu aJTectirjnatdy addresses her, “my IUHh; T 
(child) my tMViircftitnd (golden mrvm) where have: you hectf? 
Did not your heart mourn for mf" Our houselook**! Mr* 
Ni.-i (desolate} in your absence, " What did they (bride- 
groom's family} my about mir tfoyatFF t/wtyy.i f presents, s 
P ifi x h ey express an y nitufya, [ * I tesaiis Toed on) ? 11 o\\ have th e 
Women behaved towards yewj? How arc ymir itiisi^rr/ 
art-rl j»rjwr (mother-in-law and father-in-kiw, ?” Thus 
interrogating, they all walk inside and, making the girl 
change her silk clothes and sft near thcm h Ijegrn to examine 
and critfciftc the ornaments given her by her fa t heron-law* 
” Lei us see the pearl nrektucc says rilinopada? The 

pearl* are nol smooth nrtd round, what may W it> value ¥* 
Girri Riti*n, taking her own peart necklace from oil her neck, 
compare . the one with the oilier. They unanimously prn- 
nounce the litter \ i be m ^c ,- tly than the former ; he That 
ii may, its value cannot be less than Rupees ;oo. They 
next take in hand the p'jjufa, ornament for the back, took- 
ing at k ft ,r a few miuult^ they pa** their epinrnp. saving it is 
heavier artel bitter made than that of Getri TLiILl The Situ 
famt, or Ritnum ■ (gold necklace) aftmvsrdv attracts, their 
atlciuiirt), and they roughly e-timat)- its price at Rupee) tjo. 
H t;-. nor 3 little stir prising that though these women arc nener 

jtwtHefj u *jrt In 

CJJJ LiJ cstUrtll^., 
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permitted to go beyond the precincts »>i the zessttn^i yet their 
valuation of ornaments, unless it he a jwwmwJ frijptthy or 
enormous cost, *ucJt a* d vom on grand occasion* by the 
vrife of a * big swetfi often bears:! he nearest approximniinn 
to the intrinsic worth of an article. Thus almost every orna¬ 
ment. one after another, forms the subject of tiieir 
When dimr discussion is over* the girl is decked Ui take 
the greater portion of her ornaments off Iter body—*ave 
a pair of gold haihi * (m her bomb and a necklace Of3 her 
neck—and leave Them to Lhe cure of lsc:r mother, She theft 
mixes in the company (if tidier little girls of her tender age* 
$9fS$ married, iomc on married ; who curiously ask her all 
about her now friends, until their talk resumes it u?»ual diiltlidi 
topics. She phsvc* the day airtaiig them very pleasantly, so 
much 9a sbar when her mother orfb her to take her tun- 
clnsjn, die stays back ami |p only "jiuhtt t jnchtt? (coming, 
coming.) hrr mind being so much absorbed in her juvenile 
sports. 

The next day is again a iky of trial for her, -he ha* 
to go for gharihisQth f to her fiihcnn-taw's- Itottfee. On 
awaking she remembers* where the will have to gr/ in enurae 
of the day; a «&MLtfon bordering on suBdna^almost mi- 
ecmsciemS) steal* npun her, and as time mssus it tbcreisei 
tn iuturihy. About torn in the afternoon the arrival of 
the Mu/tiifiiijii i announced, her sister comb* her hair and 

* A Hindoo feculu, r, ^ ™u» wtiw hiuhroJ h dirt. -.wh^tW 

yiMDg Of OU. a ivit^tnuniy fcwhWilcn lb take off iaJ/j ( /toth fei fuj^ls 

if * L .-n': S wtrfa U-; l tr.i shrra-l I* tnbrthutat la 'lie 

tfw MM, »> pexl u die tih)Wifait£c duidml toitt lir Athtm itmaTci. 
Wta*l I to (uHt It sot teen on the fewul, cl il cnlbl JUu* i«w ink, et iht Imti^ 
'■1 t sbhtw, lllit flikh ncC hi a mmif ntrimuhy icini. 

+ GAiTTW*BntOi« ^hcdiiTic rt t fehti in-la w \ hww* Iftim Wtfr jJ,> 
c m iKnf wilJiSn dfilil -l*i- ii-mi the Ua<= til amrTL±*ft 4* cru.1,1 ,j r ..fc 
oai r“ f . to* tn« ffmmtttk The can go anil come hart ■£? ih^ ■ lien 
IWCKIII. The ftlifees a In hu^es* «i No nuftd llui her faibcr-jn lsV^ |«mk 
o ^ It t* vo ty* oaeankui ih*i lh^ «f SAmMeiimi 

oheerfrh pinfrmn.1, itml tutlnht jin A ^■■■■ (■ n-1 Hiiti sin IhIuii (ft 
i cj lrwi^ 11 thJ! fwJ ^ mc ’ 11 ultton JHul niiHiiM III* hlmllrQ* of I Ik 
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adonis her person with all the ornaments she has lately 
recrived. Dressed in Iter bridal *ijk saner, her Lye? seem 
charged with tcar>\ and symptom- of rductarrce are viniblt: 
ih every step ; but go she inunt . no alternative fu left 
her. So hesr m clier hdj>i her mt< * ihc JfaM/fpdfti ant! 
orders a dnrwan and two maid ■ servants to accompany hen 

unit forgetting 1 -j assure luer Lhal sh.; to be brought back 

the next day Despite t Inb assurance, ^lie whimpers and 
weeps, ri ml v* condoled on the vay by her maid -servant;.-. A* 
her father-in-law's, young girl* (if her .*ge being Impatient to 
receive her, are seen moving backward - and fonvsfrjs to get n 
glimpse of the T/.r^vrivr* the arrival o’ which is a signal for 
almost all the ladies to come out and greet the object of their 
affection, I ler motherdn-law -tep- forward, ami taking up 
the girl in her anus walks inside, followed by 3 train of Other 
billies, whose hearts ore exhilarated igain s.>. the propped of 
merriment af the expense f rht married pair When the time 
corner round for than :o retire, the same scene of li/r/vrVu 
is reenacted by the mirth-loving Ladles, with all their 
H quip$ and cranks and wifUnrt wiles " At day-break* the 
girl as must naturally be expected, quietly walks to her 
confidential maktacrvAni. and whispers herb' gn«nd tell her 
mother to send The jl Jutuijsmi Pjjkee us early as possible* 
Hearing her message* one of them goes fur the purpose 
but the mother replies, Htivv can she ^nd the IVIkee 
except it the lucky- hour after dinner ? When 1 this reply is 
communicated to the girl, she alts sulkily aloof, until her 
motha-indaw cnjolc- her and offer# for her breakfast a few 
sweetmeats with milk After a groat deal of hesitation she 
complies u Ith her requoU which, to be effective, rs always 
accenn ponied by .; threat of not 1 1 l o wing her to return to her 
father's in the event of a refusal About leu o'clock she takes 
her regular breakfast *u- dewribeJ fidVjre, hut *be dinto not toil 
with jest, fur whatever delicacy may be offered her, it pahs 
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upcm her taste; continually brooding on the idea of a return 
home This is the day when the bridcgriKim and the bride 
untie from each other’s hand the yellow home-spun chart *.i 
thread with which they were entwined on the day of marri¬ 
age, as a mark of their indissoluble union. At length the 
luck)' hour arrive?, and with it the JJaJiJpHyd come*. The 
way announcement of the fact revives the drooping spirits 
of the bride. After going through the usual toilet work and 
a slight repast, she gets into the covered conveyance, assisted 
by her mother-m-law and other Indies. When she returns 
home, she changes her bridal sill: garment and strips herself 
uf the greater portion of her ornaments. Now uncontrolled 
and unreserved, die breathes a free, genial, atmosphere: 
her mother and sisters welcome her with their heartfelt con¬ 
gratulations, and she moves about with her wonted buoyancy 
of spirit. Throwing aside her sulkiness, site commingles 
readily in conversation with all around her. She praises 
the amtabJe qualities of her father-in-law and mother-in- 
law, and the very kind treatment she has had while under 
their roof, but she keeps her reserve when even the slight¬ 
est allusion Is made to her husband, because this t* to her 
young mind forbidden ground on which she cannot venture 
to tread without violating the sacred rules of conventionalism. 

At the marriages of rich families, as will be understood 
from our description, vast sums of money arc expended. The 
greatest expense is incurred in purchasing jewels and making 
presents of brass utensils, shawls, clothes, sweetmeats. &c„ to 
Rrahminv, Knolin*, Ghnfncks and numerous friends, relative* 
and acquaintances, besides Illuminations, fireworks and alt 
the pageantry or a pompous procession. In and about Cal¬ 
cutta. the Rajahs of Shobabajtar, the i)cy family, the Mullick 
family, the Tagorc family, the Dutt family, the Ghasal family, 
and others, arc reported to have *ptnt from fifty thousand 
rupees to two lakhs (£5.000 to £20.000; and upwards in the 
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marriages uf their soiul Whilst writing thin i am told Maha¬ 
rajah J extend m llohun Tagore b «id to have expended about 
two lakhs of rupees in the marriage of hi* nephew. The 
incut interesting feature in the cxtrAixrdinary munificence of 
the Mohanijah i*, 1 luive learnt, his princely contribution 

io the '* District Charitable Society,"—an act of benevolence 
which has shewn, in a very conspicuous manner, not only his 
good sense, but his warm sympathy with the cause of .HufTcr- 
mg humanity. It were to be wished that his noble ex¬ 
ample would exercise some influence on other Hindoo 
millionaires. If a tithe of such marriage expense* were 
devoted to Public Charity, the poor and helpless would ccase- 
lc»ly chant the names of such donors, and the reward would 
be something better than the transient admiration of tint 
idle populace. 

For otic or two years after marriage, the girl generally re¬ 
mains under the paternal roof, occasionally paying a visit to 
Itex father-in-law s as need be. As she advances in years, her 
repugnance—the effect of early marriage—to live with her 
husband is gradually overcome, till time and circumstances 
completely reconcile her to her future home. Her affection 
grows, and the learns tu appreciate the grave meaning of a 
married life. She is still, however, but a girl, in habit and 
Ideas, when the real union of wedded life or the second 
marriage take* place, which b solemnised when die arrive* 
at the age of pulxerty, say at her twclvth or thirteenth year. 
Tliere b a popular belief, whether erroneous or not it fe* not 
for me to decide, that in this country heat accelerates growth, 
and hence the Hindoo Shosturs enjoin the necessity of early 
marriage,the injurious consequences of which are chiefly seen 
in the weak constitution of the offspring, and the premature 
decay of tlic mother. 

So abominable arc some of the ceremonies connected with 
this event in the life of a female Lltat to describe: them fully 
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would be an outrage on common decency. 4 1 rcilj T therefore, 
confine myself to a description m the ceremonies, entirely 
ab^talnin^ from an aJtusiun to the abomination* connected 
therewith A general depravity uf mUftneiv cart only account 
for the prevalence of rhi i obnoxious institution, in tile, enidica- 
tkutoi which every i irndu.., whetse tneoJ :o:imc Ir no: entirely 
blunted aught to cooperate* A> the delay of the union U in 
the belief of a Hindoo an unpardonable sin. the fact referred 
to is announced by the *jttnU of a conch, and the bodies of 
all the female: arc JUneaitd with turmeric water*—an unmis- 
ufcable evidence of joy. the news is also conveyed to the 
nearest relative* by the family barber ' lid reserves presents 
of clothe * .nut money It i» quite evident from the silence rif 
the Hindoo Shartur on the subject that the origin of the 
female rites i:i comparatively recent, Irrespective uf the 
religion* observance-, it afford* an opportunity to the zenana 
females to induce in obscene depravities, the outcome of 
vitiated fti-llng. 

The f»n.' girl iv plaoftl fin thb occasion in the Corner 
of a daik, dingy room, with a small round pebble before her, 
fchul out from the gaze of men, urnl surrounded on four side* 
by four piece-. T sltmiie* q lit bamh*, about one yard long 
fastened b> a piece of thread. This is called the itiYghm 
mentioned before. Being regarded as unclear die remains 
hi thb mom fur four day?- without 4 bedding or a musquito 
cartiiin, and no one touches her, not even her dirti-H. She fa 
forbidden to m:c the sun, her diet i* con filled to bailed rite, 
milk. AUg.w, cur 1, and tamarind wit hum salt- On the morning’ 
of tbe fifth day. she h taken to a neighbouring tank. or com- 
pamed by five vvottiim wh^-< husband-, are alive: Smeared 

' 1 1 L teduv* W* QHenUr tlM.^u tKiil „.me ’■■men. nr* hum my niiili. 

A^-n hits rullui faun Uw errmrU .-.f a rnMimotn Ufc. s> wiJtn» fu ( lLc 

" f »«ra*«*»wil ill Wlitah Il-^r fltlfifir latikSyait. .«. ^rw* emUtn-. htn, 

■«ait]»a« *jrw*rrShrii!*r«riir, r. pmmiindy .Iraq Urr R l,t- rli.- rvm Tinfjp *J 
iiifviiiinuHi—iiui,, i( K fitrxfaM Ufnte uhc tttully *mi*i ut ifu: uf 
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witli turmeric wat cr, they -ill b&ilw and return iirmt, throw¬ 
ing away the mat anti other things that lure in the reonv 
She then sits in another room, and n very low caste woman, 
in the pretence of five other respectable females (not widows}, 
perforins a scries of wh&t is vulgar!} called XtAi KithA 
purely female rites which are exceedingly indecent and 
immoral, -a much so tb.it a warn an who ha* any iscow: of 
■ihame feds quite dn^ustetl. during the day* n:oimiirt£ to 
picvinus imut uioisrt, numerous female guests alembic and 
paitake of a gc-rxl dinner prowled :l« r the ota itim Tlwy arc 
also entertained with songs* dancing and music, all done by 
professional females W’lwn tlw gtic-<U: retire, they ctmgrittfc 
late the girl with the usual benediction to the effect.—' may 
you be bJc-iscd witli ji male cI»11 l1. 1 

Auer a day or two the religious part f tiic ceremony I* 
performed, which b free from obscenity. On thiu occasion, 
the offichiting priest, rending, and the bridegroom repeating 
the service after him, present/. « Bering*, office, awmrnau^ 
plantain, clothes, doovgrass. fruits and dowers to the follaw- 
dig gixls ami guldi - o, ; r .‘-\ r Sfunfhi, Mlitxsiwij, Sevr/u T Smi- 
MarA*frt\ ti/irifisXr, ami the nine planets, much in the same way 
as w hen the nuptial rites were formally solemnised. After this 
the hanth*of the bridegroom and the bride are joined togeilief* 
and the prjeai repeating certain fonnnUix, the bridegroom then 
cause* a ring to slide between the brides silk garment mid her 
waist. Tweniy-nnc small image* (twenty male and one 
fcm.itL. made of pounded rice are placed before tin: happy 
pjtir, and the priest feed* the bride with sugar, clarified butler. 

“Tlii: imit nf die liue b callt-l A'-ta^or nrtre. A fruit p-vil it in ikt 
nmtl-;u4 ma vm diwWl jur.i ll ;—Iwu »i«wtt*ll|e (^4 i^uplinc 

* (tijjfi \KiiiUl aurt ’fir rVfnr, n J-’.Trnr (t^fwn) fft-.fjn lf» liilltir Ifi tih) 
cltfUif-- tlwi/ .‘|o<|ic= t put .ju am* iMiuittiBlrr. ml Ltieifflil 5be wfnrf }f MfijpiLlii, 
wfiile ill- w.jupfn 4JII writ i*1 ii- :m .utu-.- _nJdic Itsuatri linlni tbeii 

t*?Ci Ihiij ugli Wuimi: Thk lot*-- imJ haltr-mm. ir^ <i r-itfil 1 ■ in |Mr. iwi Mjk- 

-tLse e^-[L !■ tl.'.: fat wLn>*e iniUKTnem It ii -■cflt>fW.e-l W •. «uiaM j*. pul 
■Iji -_riy hjIiev I^M diim .t. a 4 «Mlh|gBUHI VjjI utnim. 





ss MARRIAGE CBRBMOtfmS. 

milk and the urine and ditftg of a calT taernatne the purity 
cf the offspring. They ihen partake of a i^kkI dinner, l3ll- 
britJc Taking the residue of the bridegroom^ meul The 
twciitV finc arc pul info the mom u tin* pair .a a tniam 

■;fh 4 ppj tilTipriitg, atti the proportion of the males to the 
females shews the premium jih! discount at which rise* arc 
rtspbetj^y held, The bride takes up her permanent 
resident in the house of her faiher-iii-taw and become. -one 
of his family, 

For unc tivdfe month after the marriage, the parents of 
the bridegroom and the bride hr,vet 10 make exchange! of 
5 iritoblc presents to one another al all the good festival*. 
At the first talU or present, beside* clothes, heaps of fruits, 
sweetmeat*, English toys and sun dries, rim father of the 
youth ilives one complete set of infnTaiflre silver a ml bra*; 
utwulli 1 ■> the girl, white m return the father pf the girl 
T-cnxU 3ttcb presents as a table, chair, writing diver 

inkstand, gold and dlycr pencil c,*u>, *tnrim:ery, perfumery, 

* r ’ sdditfon In at) equally large quantity of eh,nee eata- 
blis of all kinds too niimemiu to be deluded The mmt 
expensive (irocuLt, are two, namely, the tifw rj winter 
I indent and thv Poojoh present, the former requir- 

mjT i Cashmere shawl, cfega anti -Uudry i rlmi articles rtf tiie, 
anti the latter, fine Dace* and silk clothes to the whole fhml- 
lj . fadiitiiag rnim. women and children. 

It is 4 hi men!. I Me fact that though a Hindoo bears n 
ITfml love and sBkiiofl to his wife while she live*, yet la the 
evi;nt of her death, the effects of these miiaWe qua litre , are 
too soon cfTaccd by the erring influence pf a new passion, 
aiui ■niuthiT union t- very -pe ddy formed. Even during 
the period of his mo timing, which Usb one month, propgsahr 
lw a second marriage arc entenmned, if not by the Mm 
him^nlf, h r h,» father w elder brother, When slit? uunm- 
bmmee of this heavy domestic Wnravmijcjjt U m very fresh 
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in the memory, it h highly unbecoming and ungeneroui to 
open or enter into a matrimonial negotiation, and have it 
consummated immediately after the osAchi or mourning is 
over. A wife is certainly not a beaut of burden that b no 
sooner removed by death than it may be replaced by ano¬ 
ther. She is a being whose joy and sorrow, happiness and 
misery, should be identical with her husband's, and he is a 
savage in the widest sense of the word who docs not cherish 
a sacred regard for her memory after her death. In regard 
to the whole conduct and relations of the married life. Hin¬ 
doos cannot have the golden rule too strongly impressed: 
* Let every one of you in particular so low his wife, even as 
himself; ami let the wife see that she reverence her husband." 




VI. 

THE BROTHER FESTIVAL, 

SY social institution that a tendency to promote 
the gfm«, iJi of genuine tuve arid adFecfjtai between 
man ami woman, \* naturally flondjtidve u> tin hc*j»- 
pmess of both. In this sublunar)' vale of' tears, where urial■ 
Joyed felicity is but transient and diort lived, even a temporary 
exemption from Lite cares and anxidk- of the world Add* at 
leart some moments i f pleasure to life, The Bhratridviffy#. 
arfmtermi riieof the 1 lindoos, ban instlhilluti r.f this nature, 
being admirably calculated cement the n.Uural bond of 
ii ni» iff l Kit Weeit hrolhc r* an i ! si strrs of t he -sum- fai n t \y. | i h t a - 

tridviriya, as the name Imports, takes place uii the second tby 
of tin: new iniMii immediately following the Kali Ponjah or 
Denali- ( hi the morning of this day, a brother comes to ijie 
hnuscai a ::;.«cr. Afid receive- from her hand the •tiiml benedhv 
Live present of utihusked rice, doocigras& and winded. with a 
wealth or gi-od wishes fm his long, prosperous life,anil (lie h;i’jpv 
corumcmocation of the event from year to j rar. The brother 
!□ return reciprocate*., arifl putting a or twr. into her 

handsi. express a similar good w ish, with tlie :iddilioit ihai 
she may long continue to enfry the blc^ing:- of a conjugal 
life,.—a IxmedktfMn whidi she valued over every otiter worldly 
advantage: The,main object of this festival j= to rrimv-ie 
am.I in tnoii i fy the warmth of a fir rtion l-dw eert hrh ,-mrl krn 
of Mi by blearing each Other a particular clay of 

the >w, Tt h a sort of family ixttnimj, pre-eminently cdcti- 
:;iicd to recall the early i* mmjsecftCcii of life am! to freshen 
op fraternal and sUtcrly love, No ritualistic: rite or priestly 
iiitvip>. : [,on 15 necessary f ir the purpose, Ii being a purely 
soda! institution, originating in the Itnc that sweetens life. 





THE BXi > THER EES 7 71 \*J„ 


91 


A ft or mbrrchangmg sahii.iimus, the ibtEr who I 13 * every 
thing ready thrice Invokes t biasing up n the brother in a 
ikmgrdi verae, and iiirtrkL-i his forehead thrice with SJtnri.il 
paste by the tfji of her lit tie finger. She than serves him 
with the provisions provided I hr the festive occasion. 11 ere 
genuine love and I rue iifTcction almost tpontaiiruUiiiy gilds 
forth ffi«m the hrart of the rurtcr towards («ir who is united 
to her by the nearest tie ul consanguinity and tcndcTest 
nMsu:mhrurtcrs JT Lhc bruLhcr be nut inclined Lo relish or 
last*? n particular drdi. how affectionately dees she cajole 
him to try it, adding at the same time that it has been pre- 
pared hy* licroun band with the greatest earn. Any little 
di-iik' cviticnl h\ tin hmdhcr instantly bathe? hcT eyes in - 
tears, anti disposes her lo exclaim somewhat m the foil la titjg 
itrftin : M Why h thb flight towaitb a poor sister who ha* lx*sn 
Up till twelve o'clock lart night to prepare Ibr yon the cAa dfr- 
r-'Ht'V and KfarnrBtdBt (two sorts ol lxiinc-madr; sweetrnrat^] 
regftfdltss of the cries of Kht&d (the baby), Such apathetic, 
tctidct expression bursting- from the lips of a loving sister ~ 
caitriot fail to melt a brother's heart, ami overcome bin dislike. 

About four ^ clock its the afternoon the lister sends* a» 
tanpiblir memorials of her affection > presents of doilies and 
sweetmeats Lo the huu5i.: of the bfother, fondly indulging m 
thr: lusjwr that they mu) by acceptable to him, On this 
particular day, Hindoo homes as well as the streets of 
Calcutta in the native part of the town, present the lively 
appearance of si national jubilee. Each of the bmibers of 
the family visits each of the sisters in turn. Hundreds of 
male and female servant* .ir:- busily engaged in carrying pre¬ 
sents. and return h' me quite delighted. On. such occasion t 
the heart of n Hindoo female. naturally snfi and tender. 
Incomes doubly expansive when the uutfinw of love ansi 
affectum on her part is fully reciprocated by the nfltsion of 
good wfiJics cm Lilt part of Iter brother. 



VII. 

THE SON-IN-LAW FESTIVAL 


ppSF not precisely analogous in all its promfnrTit aturts 
^SrS to iHo popular fcsiiv.il described in the preceding 
chapter, the Fn I lowing bears a striking n^em- 
bianco to it, in Its adaptation to promote domestic happiness 
The festival &umlk% known b Bengal by the name of 
“/? mx; S^ nt/u" is an entertainment given .in honor of a sun- 


tn-lfcw, in order to bind him mere closely to his wife* * family. 

Nothin,}* UUcf illustrate* the manners and usages of a 
nation fnom a tiKjdal and religious stn&puint th^w the W:- 
livnls and ceremonies which arc ouiervewl b) h. They form 
the essential joit* of what DeQuinecy calls the equipage lr f 
hfc. As n nation* the Hindoos me proverbially fond of 
festivals, Which ore engrafted, as it were, 0:1 thefr peculiar 
domestic an d -odal economy, A designing priesthood had 
Concocted an almost endless round of auper^titir.u n rite . tyith 
the view nt squiring power, and looking for permanent 
revnvriK-j to the credulity of the blind devotees. Such fooli&h 
rite- are eventually destined to f.ill into desuetude. a* popular 
en 15 gluten ment progressed* hut those which arc free from the 
Uim of priedmft by reason of their being Interwoven Into 
the social LLnienltid of life, nrc iikdy lg prevail long after 
the subversion of prkvJy ascendency. And Jamai Sftusthi 
Is a fahival of this unobjectionable type. No superstitious 
element enters intij its ub^^iirux. 


It bivari ,hty takes place on die sixth day* uf the Increase 


*i*h "^“1 f , whj 7 y*Ktob**»**la* «)UiHti»3*i»ro£rit omiccui^l 

i‘. - V' TUl ‘l’ ,!4 . « tincd to W eckljrsltiE or :b... puikuLu it* *».pk 

' *?■&!?%£!? Wiki 11 M -» rV — , fltfEttVSS 

r ; V r " J ? 1 th " " v "'< “* ril, .-'U m i ntnctirv ,i ^ ,^-A 

... jNprfe rcUmM* A liWu, i. EcJktfbluJv faUihMr. 

M xl wt ua 4 tmj «-Iloi'.tay. I. potiSPEZ 










the sohhx-la ir festival 


9i 


of the moon in the Bengali month of May, when ripe mangoes 

_the prince of Indian fruits—arc in full season. Then all 

the mothers-in-law in Bengal arc actually on the qai z'tzr to 
welcome their sons-in-law am! turn a new leaf in the chapter 
of their joys, A good son-in-law is emphatically the most 
darling object of a Hindoo mother-in-law. She spares no 
jxvssibtc pains to please and satisfy him, even calling to her — 
aid the supernatural agency of charms. Ostensibly and 
oven practically a Hindoo mother-in-law loves her son-in-law 
more than her son, simply because the son can shift for 
himself even if turned adrift in the wide world, but the 
daughter is absolutely helpless* and the cruel institution of 
perpetual widowhood, with Its appalling amount of misery 
and risk, renders her tenfold more so. 

On this festive occasion, the son-in-law is invited to .rpend 
tire day and night at his father-in-law's house. No pains 
or expense is spared to entertain him. When he comes In the 
morning, the first thing he has to do is to go into the female 
apartment, bow his head down in honor of his mother-in-law, 
and put on the floor a few Rujkxs, say five or ten. sometimes 
more if newly married. The food consists of all the deli¬ 
cacies of the season, and both the quantity and variety arc 
often too great to be done justice to. The perfect ion of 
Hindoo culinary art is unreservedly brought into requisition 
on *uch occasions. Surrounded by a galaxy of beauty, the 
youthful son-in-law Is restrained by a sense of shame from 
freely partaking of the feast specially provided for him. The 
earnest importunity of the females urges the bashful youth 
to cat more and more. If this be his first visit as son-in-law 
Iu* find# himself quite bewildered in the midst of superfluity 

JtafxeUlUe Hitul-w female* »ho Jure children do not eul boiled rice ei» 
jiAiTtcaUr fay for feu of hcvniniug Kikhuart, ut cmiuhabi (none to dttitr-y 
their u&EMtng. The |{odfk*i bhuthi U the molecirrn hr chil Iren. She 
» r%Upj»d fey *11 the whhb 1 / lWsqpii *ii llatn ia (We jrwar, tssqti uaeh 
at we barren ut ili-utai cuau^H to become virglu-wkiuwi. 
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ami superabundance of preparations. Many arc the tricks 
employed to outwit him. With all hi-- natural shrewdness, 
and fore waited by the females of his own family, he is no 
match for either the playful humor and frolics of the young, 
sprightly ladies. Sham articles of food cleverly dressed in ^ 
close imitation of fruits and sweetmeats are offered him with¬ 
out detection in the full blaze* of day. and the attempt to 


partake of them excites hursts of laughter and merriment. 
The utmost female ingenuity is here brought into piny to call 
forth amusement at the expense of the duped youth. In 


their own way. the gnod-natuied females are mistresses of 
jokes and jests, and nothing pleases them better than to find 
the youthful new comer completely nonplused. This forms 
the favorite subject of their talk Icing after the event Shut 
up m the cage of a secluded tenana, quite beyond the in¬ 
fluence of the outside world, it is no wonder that their minds 
and thoughts do not rise above the trifles of their o\\ n narrow 
circle. 

As iti the ease of the " Brother*' festival, ample presents 
of clothes, fruits, anil sweetmeat* arc sent to the house of the 
son-in-law. and cvct) lane and dreet of Calcutta is thronged 
with mule and female servants trudging along with their 
load* in Tull hopes of getting their share of eatables and a 
Rupee or a half Rujiee each into the bargain. 









VIII. 

THE DOORGA POOJAH FESTIVAL. 

V fur the mast popular rriigimw festival of the preset 
day among the 11 indoor of Bengal, U the Mw;#r /'•**- 
Jah. which in the North-Western and Central Provin¬ 
ces is called the L>usscrah festival. It is believed that the 
war-.hip of the goddess Dwtrgah has been performed from time 
out of mind The following is a description of the image of 
the goddess which is act up for worship: "In one of her rigid 
hands is a spear, with which die Is |>ieremg the grant, Mohi- 
shasur ; with one of the left, she holds the tail of a serpent ami 
the hair of the giant. whose breast the serpent Ls biting. Her 
other hands arc nil stretched behind her head and filled with 
different instruments of war Agaimt her right leg leans a Uon, 
and against her left, the above giant. The images of Luckee, 
Saraswiuhi, Kurt id: and Gannesh arc very frequently made 
and placed by the aide of the goddess." The majestic 
deportment of the goddess, with her three eyes and ten 
arms *he warlike attitude In which she is represented, hrr 
sanguinary character, which was the terror of all other gods, 
and the? mighty exploit* (far surpassing In feats of strength, 
courage tod hcrotitn. those of the Greek Hercules,) all com¬ 
bine to give her an importance in the eyes of the people, 
which 1 * seldom vouchsafed to any other deity. Even 
Untruth, I'istiHw and Shiva the Creator, Preserver and l Jo- 
troycr of die world, were said to have propitiated her. and 
A'um* Chmukr, the deified Itero, invoked her aid in his content 
with Ravvtta, and as he worshipped her in the month of 
October, her Poojah has, from that particular circumstance, 
been ever after appointed to take place in that period of the 
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year * A short description of this festival, the preliminary riteff 
with which it is aswraicd, uml tlu OiiLLoouil e*dtGittam and 
hilarity whkh its periodied return produces among the people. 
will not he altogether uniuseresting 10 European Teadcnvf 
Twenty-one days before the commencement of the 
Dwrga Poojah festival* a preliminary rite, by way of purifying 
the body and sou] by means of ablution. \s performed. The rite 
b called the "Aiptr fiiifaya tar pm" so called from It* taking 
place on the first day of /V.jsv/rt^ and ending on the fifteenth 
day of /I ?m entire fortnight.Immediately preceding 

Ihe LMipakkm during winch the Voojah b celebrated. 11 gener¬ 
ally falls between the fifteenth of September, and the fifteenth 
cf October. As already observed, this popular festival, called 
Docifga Eotijah in Bengal and Dusacra "or the tenth" in the 
Non h-Wcst, although cmi'rcly military in its origin fc unher- 
sAlly rcsptcted. It Is commemorative of the day on which the 
god Rim Chun tier first marched agaiaM: his enemy, Rlvanct* 
in Lanlx or Ceylon for the restoration of hin wife* Secta,* 
wito was deservedly regarded as the best model of devotion* 
rtidgiiiitiprt and love, a* is *s> beautifully painted by the poet l 
•* A woman's bliss b found, net in the smile 
Of Culler* mother, ft Lend* aor in herself; 
tier had and b her vitly portiQii here, 

Her heaven hereafter If thou indeed 
Dcp.irx tins day into she forest drear* 

1 vriU pnJetJe. and smooth the thorny way. 1 " 


4 Lk-1 i« slip Mtrrshtpj^J t« dk» in unit irf Apdl, m lho tffflE lit the 

cnml o^niiuH, Um Sett tticn ndir hti ihrir diTntbn, ihcicyh IM» ceLubiH" 
Lim chiiiti of orJ^n, 

4 K«| iu ap^j Auteui rf* -.r U lb# iTlJ^ifcw «rf the «t Sur e„ 

t“'tn Oue •nelittll Hurt" “Ti T»l. "W tie mmlt acquolm*! nhn iSis 
illAiitt nuUtiw wan u likh lie ihumo i)l Imila eiiiicsl on. Kw« A^niw 

fcUvcsi'* ftb&Lr to t- Elw inmcif CbtI*". hr mltal frec» ■ Wt jfflygHal 

[»inw to * n «rtnwB*nf wSkStmTljr A«minw> m «Trv off irtnn twttinoSt 
Linetteuti i-V AW.*.’* ihe wife uf ibr s;ieAl king -d I be S«r;u. It I itt..,: 

.. nil ihlr I pettj Meg f i Or}'- r, III i i quit w-f Vtiib i MtetrfagC 

fctm hi-iit the rirtfcl dutriforkm «J Twfkj w:vjc? Inf her, fk-.iwS* m&t ? Mi 
t3*ftiV^jo il rti %how hiJrt-iuuf >l *iLit the 

meria ItcyoKlii llie Era ran pul rs a ilkiittCtir to le tObl 111 ihe A'aer^r jhu/ 
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In the morning of A par pjLAjjx. for fifteen days con¬ 
tinually, those who live near the sacred stream go thither 
with a small copper-pan and some tee! seeds, which they 
sprinkle on the water at short intervals, while repealing die 
formula? in a state of half immersion. To a foreigner ijuite 
unacquainted with the meaning of these rites, the scene is 
well calculated to impress the mind with an idea of tiie 
exceeding devotedness of the Hindoos in ob*crving their reli¬ 
gious ordinances. The holy water and tccl seeds which arc 
sprinkled are intended a* offerings to die manes Ol ancestors 
For fourteen generations, that their .sou's may continue to 
enjoy repose to all eternity. The women, though some of 
llicm arc in the habit of bathing in the holy stream every 
morning, arc, however, precluded by their sex trom taking 
a part in this ceremony. Precisely on the last day ot the 
fortnight, i. e., on the AnuUMjr*, **» if the object were attain¬ 
ed, the rite of ablution ends, followed by another of a more 
comprehensive character. On this particular day, which is 
called MoJuiLyaS the living again pay their homage to the 
memory of the fourteen generations of their ancestors by 
making them offerings of rice, fruits, sweetmeats, clothes, 
curded milk, and repeating the incantations said by the priest, 
til the conclusion of which he takes away all the articles 
presented and receives hif* dttkihtnd of owe Rupee fen hb 
trouble. Apart from their superstitious tendency, these 
anniversaries arc not without their beneficial elfccts. They 
lend, in no small degree, to inspire live mind wttb a religious 
veneration for the memory of the departed worthies, and by 
the law of the association of ideas nut unfrcqucntly bring 
to recollection their distinctive features and Individual 
charaderUtics. 

Somc aristocratic families that have been observing this 
festival for a long "cries of years, begin their A tlfit or prcli- 

•*n»T» tfc* «t*y wtucr* n ctlM »be A*4i# 1 tjr nkan 

aitupc I'LiUUiu iidiS iu ml in ittutjcax {UJUililio (-A l<» CwotjA, 

jH 
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nuiyaiy rite on Line timtli cUy of the decrease of the mow*. vrh* hi . * " 
.111 ^nhcTi wiil^r CaTUid v ! W* b plac^i In a r^un vallrd 
hihnzhttr, flulyc*■ nsennit»■-.I liy t h«utfjici- i tingpric?t , •,Im,n nt- 
tJU - twodtoBduti:!!- inviikir? thii L[&; jiny tif ihc deltv In* 
rtaulitiiT a Sftiiikrfc tt-rk. culled fAiim/.v, w Inch relate ^ the Tttl* 
mer*:>iE> deeds and exploits of the goddess Jt n :; uniyranhy 
runthm tin; V!r:dumn, nlio repeat, Uu* name uf ike up-J T i.'-r/- - 
-tenH, lCi all apycAfsIKe. to Ik air- udwi in itomtol rib*- 
traction. With dosed eyts *jtd moving tingen*. not unlike the 
EuJti-i of Ud, he, ns ft v cn,-, Ji-Uiin !> * look & tins CAifimaJ 
M-irkt, From < in the m emlng nil 10 c/dnck the Min- hip 
beuire the earthen poi b tomimieiL and the ufltdaEin- pric-t vf- 
ife Ilricily jitviliibited from u-'iOf' xidk*, { rkc) tiikilig in■ l c 1 ] u n 
one meal a day, -ir iterping n idi their «rfo& .os if that, v- ruM l>e 
AH act tif imp-HTdortatile prufiiJlaUtin. This ifcrirt r.-m." i - to U; 
olwurvcd by lb in Until (lit whole of Ihe cr'i^iriiinial it fijnv 
p’etotl, nn the tenth day of the new moon, Jt sh'idd lx- mm* 
ihittcdhcrt lli.it! in. majority of the 1 Diulixw begin their/w/tM, < i 
prdifwnitry the, on ftultfatf, or sh* beginning yif ihc new m<* n, 
when A&EKtft every town and village nrsuuntb with the 5#0imd 

of conch bell mid guiig, av.-uktmiiig l.iioil mHgkixt ciFobon-, 
and evoking Ay/WMVj, (wing*- or iiniugui^t tiwtx nth - ivhhrli 
deeply flfiect f .he hearts of = devour followers S- im .,\ 

thc^fhytlunic dluidoiK iireexercUbi.H pall id k. Iv-lb 1 n-ulf 
give « *pecimen tiere • ,{' tlic^-a mg> divested uf their id.ilntTmu ^ 
tinge,but 1 amoiraidnf, iTcndiniftlieoar^of Oly Iiilr« !«cantciuhr l 
The ttrahmbW a ruin, ctjjiun encs (htir on liic 

sliith cky or otic day only firei tons to the- bcgnming t»f i!il- 

* fin* »a.'ttiI jt? i« it: irl A w 4 lr oaiitlmoit umMUii i||t 

l^“ ‘Willeii Shi iiull I*. »LiiMi<,i:n of llu >S«M k 

Iti- i ! i- ‘Jnnili iiiiijL til. pi f' ► 

t TWitt AV/>i Urjiiffc, ihrn iitfeiu recent «r» rVhrt, coin* 

1 JMXfit *W| dtr+M. Bull IHM talK*j kii 1 * 4 m l, t J . W.ilftnr #>i ft.l j 

it*, ! - Hi -t4 | n ^.* h '!,* T,ri-:. ■ 

i *■ m- * 1 rTY.m: i tl: n .k-\- nu {&< uitoucv. h.- ftTj: E> 5 !iiJ-T ia;, r 

ailtwhvi d liKii 41)01 l. . nut r«rull 6 »«dkj«biC'>ff dv In u 

t.Vrij.' |]i, ^ I- 1 Jh ,1 U (n lhar J 3 - f, Isrtditt Eli-c iiqiirtu 11) !»t 

tiii' iwodti* between ih si •: urn a. 
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* ^rarnt J$di on the i* • day of the new moon. Kreni 

the commencement of tire initial nte, what thrdlinjj ■j.EioLir* 
of delight are awakened tn the bowm of the young boy* and 
gifls-! Every morning and evening wIdle the ceremony » 
bcttifj solemnised, they seTAiiible with each other to get 
Linking tile- gong and A*liar which prwhieei a harsh, deafen¬ 
ing 30\snd. Their **ciivnwnt Inertia In proportion la die 
nearer approach of the f hv.t], a ltd the impress 'Ui which 
{ ] v . v t |j WH rc^U t hi lht.hr early days is not entirely effaced 
even nfu t their mind are regem'mu l try the irresistible Uglit 
of t mth The females, too, inanff^t mingled - n^Au.n* ef 
ddiithi and reverence. If they are incapable of Btrikmg the 
£ OI ,£s they are ^ccprlhk of d p lev Hicmal feelings tvU:.Ji 
the ■mlerrmity of the occasion naturally The eaicir- 

dtniT of Ihdr neck with the end f their ^rm Of £ \nr.rnt f 
expressive of hnmnity- the rdcmr attitude In which they 
p ^ their Inaudible muttering of the name nf the goddess, 
and their firbamtiug thcmrekes before the eonseemted pert 
in a spirit of perfect resignation, den re a datn of mind 
full (! f nsliglou? fervour, nr more po-pcily spcahfn^, of u* 
pcfsittfon^ uwr, which with them td thelf final reat- 

[ng plate. On the night of the dxth day (Shaahti) aJivr 
the iTrerrasc of flu. inmjiv, another rite is performed, which is 

termed r^mosm, it* object being to wtomfi theidvt 
tire visa I ilc godd ess tv till a]! necessary pniaph etti al fa> A n nt h cr 
-Atred earthen |H’ il in die outer temple of the 

gi.tliie^ and a y mn-i plantain ttre, with 4 eottpk of ^ood 
apple* intended for the breast, b irifluneii for the next 
mnmru-- ablution. Tbb plantain tree, culled UtaMup?. b 
designed as a pcrsontficalion of Ooorga in a noth?? ah is 
It biSr *M*tl in n ilk >■ i: .-. head is daubed with vermilion * 

* ri> tTTTTlU' m I M. ;-i bj. ,1 I til till— felKKl- fal«l OllT W ^ W ’lit 

|.( t iir-|_r -» f »iU;uy U •-■« itr (cadM - l* a*alO<fcJ * ^ -A H'-D ^*eliI- ii:.3 
. kuiac. 
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and Is plated by the side ©r Garmedi Mustefanv with 
Untir infuKt '^dkzk Atirl dhd t- and (flutes) arc retained 

fmm this day for five days at it or 16 Rupees for the occasion.* 
That music imparts a solemnity to roifgioiM s&vicc fs admitted 
by all. but ite harmony may be taken an judication of the 
degree of excellence and refinement to which a nation hiss 
attained hi thj. scale of civilization. What with the ni >rotir 
^/und > f dJiak and jfa>L\ tnmui, touch and gong, the effect am- 
not fail t£i be impressive to n devout Hindoo mind. Except 
brahmins*, no one allowed to touch the Idol from ibis night, 
abet the l tllifarun, when i\ Is supposed life and an if nation is 
impartrd Intn it. Hy the marrdimii repetition of a few in- 
cantotfomi a perfectly inanimate object stuffed only with day 
and straw, sort painted* varnished and ornamental in aU the 
tawdrinesa of oriental faihion. is suddenly metamorphosed 
into a living divinity. C in religious jugglery, mid blind ere- 
rlisllt y go farther f 

It will not be out of pi nee to >ay : i few words here about 
the cmhcllifibinoils or ilir images As a refined lastc is 
l.Ttlng cultivated, ;i grtriririg desire it. mantfewted to decorate 
the idols with -rptendid tin .el and gewgjoirE, which are admi¬ 
rably calculated to heighten the magnificence of Lhc =o<tu- 
fn popular trtimation. Ajs^rt from the feast of colors 
presented to public view* the idols are adoruod. with tinsel 
ttmAmcots, which, to an untutored mind, are iu the highest 
degree captivating. Some* families that are placed in afflu¬ 
ent ctrcumett.incesj literally 7 rack thetr bmiru= i-j discover nc.v. 
and more gaudy embellishments ivMcli, when compared with 
thine of their neighbour might earn, off the bubble reputa¬ 
tion. It Is, perhaps, rat generally known that a certain e] „ x - 
of men—chiefly drawn from the lower strata of society— 

* fiv.-is s* * ^trivkat fiflfefi.his" '.tn^ It ? Hliult™ -n,: tW = mrwifl 
fait«r. u Jlmii# in T4^|nsil Iu nuu^ in Will il hilled Ju » il>4t4>cH«Ma tmiffl, 

.-.lULL.Ill 1'. IrfYrftkijj. 
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suhitUt on this trade; they prepare a magnificent stock of tipsel 
nmcs for s twelve month* anil supply the entire Hindoo 
community, fawn Cakutta to the remotest provinces anil 
villages, Indeed so eat is the rage fur novelty and so strong 
the influence of vanity, that not content with costly homo 
i!Liiile ornaments, some of the Dnboos send their ardent 10 
England for mpatterns, designs and devices that they may 
be able to make an impresari on the popular mind", and 
na English taste b incomparably superior to native taste, both 
in the excellence and finish of workmanship as well as In 
neatness and elegance, the images that shine in new fashioned 
English embellishments * arc sure to challenge the admira- 
tbfl of the populace. On Uic day of Ninmtjun^ or Vkn&m 
as it bf vulgarly called, counties myriads of people throng 
the principal ^bcek of Calcutta, to catch a glimpse of the 
eclebtnttd pritiwxs. nr images, and earn,- Lbe Information 
home to their absent friends in the villages, 

Before sunrise on Sr.pttxmt\ or the seventh day of the 
bright ph.-*^ of the mixw, the officiating priest, accocflpattted 
by bands of musicians and 1 few other member of the fmnfly, 
prrceed' iimidooleil to the river side bearing on Isis should tar 
the JbatMipt or plantain tree deeaibed above with .in afr 
vf gravity a* if he had charge of a treasure chest m‘ great 
value- There proc ssinns are conducted with a decree of 
|Kimp awrespcmding with the other tXtmr& fr spkndmtrs «f 
tin; jestivai tn Calcutta, bands of Englbh musicians, and 
numbers of staff lioUkts with high flying colors, give an 
importance tn the- scene, whkh is not ill suited to satisfy the 
vulgar mte, Afta performing some minor ceremonies on 

* U it t»'kp ilun|[T I tutu nuTijintlg that ■fijisowtilfll illidr* [iScplrJ by 
, fL iuu.it ERnfflai minw \tm &r. io a m mt d i-t ot bm.i&ii p.r ■ 
» CT r mr^Hi «wl fvmk mu*. t he taut* <d likiti tunUindirtiy. ^ jarity 
(4 rvHcteo, pn |*lt| <n> rbr WiuH ind bolt* >4 llimlrrt finit IV nl 

frituwu icaopu, skutpl) fnr ibc pmi i fcjii UQ A *tnKj, Su WJitB ft* Ufc paa^Wi- 
r nw’ , * i ^**t rfiln .-ihr (4 ibe H i infatt creed t 
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Ihi? bKirk, or the river, and halliing the phmlairi trek the 
prpcesjiinfi return't home, ciconing the officiaiing pricn-t v.Hh 
Fiia prcritalHcharge in the -arise v.-ay in which he v,tw eon- 
vryj;\l U> the CluL 0:t reaching home. On: pjfcst, u:i slung hta 
fret, proceeds to rebaihe the plantain trr^ rubbing nil it*- 
body all kinds «jf seemed oik* a* if to prepare it for a cay, 
convivial patty, This part of the cercmccxy. with appicw 
pH ate incantatinm, being gone through, the plr.ftt:isn tree 
In placed again by the iide of ihe image of Gotmesh, whn 
bring tilt eldest on of Jtaerga, mii-il be ivQMhipjicd fit*;. 

Thus the right of precedence of oifsk k in full force even 
among iJic Hindoo and goddesses. 

1’revlaiui to Hie comin^ncnmetit of tin: or find 

Pftojn, the offidaliofi pric-ft again consecrates the gorfrfuss 
T>i> rga somewhat in the following manner: f, Uh, fjotldcEti, 
rnnie and dwell In thh image, and hires him that wsrduju 
you," miming the pcison, male oi remukj tvliu if to reap tin- . 

benefit of llie men tori oils act. Thus, the i/iisiners of givhttj 
lib* and cv-'t to die g>--U being finiihed, Hie pif.i, with two 
forrfiitgJT of his right hand, touches the forehead, checks 
cycX hftiaft and other jiiirts of the rcpeiiting oil the, 

while the prescribed inernnUUoit , *'M ay the -soul of D -orgn 
Ion- continue to dwell in this image. 1 ' This parr of the cere¬ 
mony, u loich U accompanied with music, bdng perform <.d, 
©ffefhp arc made to ail the gbds and grxJdttcse*, as well as to ^ 
ill* canijanions of 3 K>orpu in her wars, which arc juintetJ in 
varlejiatvJ faJoV* oh the JutU or died over the gmi-ies-t in the 
form of a crescent, The offerings dun gist principallyof await 
pieces- sif gold and silver, rice, fruit*. sweetmeats, cloth'.. kmv : 
ntenr-ik iitbc! a feu other things, Tlitu: 1 ar= arranged in large 
nimri twoden m bra* 3 platfc^ und a bit of flower or A-tf leaf 

* Tfc*K*t ■ *» »fc n*c *<:tt ilHfcll H 

|, c!;c ism'll W <ErnSt»lp *i I lieu; : 'hr llullrniin Lk-m-Ii.,- r- m * .no- .-'....L^ifji 
1 * Unt* V- it%i44«* i-mawv T ftsO vr •—- ir> i!rnr* t * fttt filiTir vrf liiuJ 

«*--■ 'kwiHlic lifir 111* iiui« 4 .ftUliUl i'ih . . million jniitl, ,u t i±*wt« 5 y[|i. tfciucL ■ 
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i . “=;■! U| n* them to guard agafivst their Luring dcttcrntid by 
^ Sir demon Ravnun, who i3 JHip[>->5cd to take dr .;jtn m insult¬ 
ing Uic and ; tlic officiating pric-i ilttm eoti- 

-tcralr i llien) all by mqviatir';, >\ ^!i t‘ itunitia an ft *prrfriWm(£ 
Ifrwcrs mil heti leaves- on them, pudlculor regard hdttg had 
!< tits.- iyym -:1itp of (III nJttiU' |u?4 of oc^mlinj! to their 

respective portion in the Hindoo pnnthi-’TV Kien the mnt 
%uT<^jiJUn.Ji. -■■. I insi^nificaiil gt>cLi fir compati!"i^ of T’ • r .i 

tiTti't [«r jni*[ it rata! by small bits of plantain ami * iVw grains 
of i±ce. which pine afterwards given to the idol makers and 
pailUei ■ f the j; U-nel vioddc^ei. jfi u valuable fiflvrilitfS 

form lht portion of tiic Hr.thmrru» wJn> h>ok tfptm and ttefei 

tfiewr iis their hirihrtgbt. Tit die Wfcnlttg, a.% in the mom'uip, 
Liu t!igltlc*s Ls Wfnirt u m--. f and vliik llie -rivkx u being 
livid t!te nni5H3ttm are tr* piny ihdj miiricat in 'Iflt' 

mnits with a dew Ui odd lu the ■' taumy of the occasion. 
In Ibfi mwcnflfo vit nc [lemon* -asprice *ld fruit- mch 

+15 pumpkin, jugrii'Ctiw, &C, btr rr- ihe gotldi In t!u pre- 

crtl i|k v t many respectable CunTHtr-i I Live digram tint led tin jirito 

Lice fm® a ledbv; - ■> cortTpassinu tuwunls. (Ilc dumb .luimub, 

llto li gji otprra il^jtmctinns am laid duvrn in the Stur-tors in 
h - fav*ir. U U a remarkable fact Hut Hie Jbk :e of sat i nice ,ti a 
rdi-don:. rrutituttan tending U> rfifcsit the rcmi*bun *;( sin w- - 
alnii^i cij-rjclitcttt with the rtrst da-vn of human kiunv ledge* 
The R Dr Tv M. flmicijca thus «vm >l Of the in 

urnu ihiu Will nf llie Almiginvi lhai without thudding of 
blood then.* iu no remission iff =m, th;?, nppeass rni- 
1 raided in *mi did Ayrftn iradltfuir in the tt ,(i or h'-arir^t 
. Ir <i 15r ancirstore," Nc k t; tr» thr- J civ i. thir rdIgbn ^ did y k a r 
‘Crufutloo% olii-n.cil by the Tirrihmiiis. N'.urur: tyf pnest.% 
vrrtrd* lor fire, fur iluJieiem vrhroc behalf the W« 

f>crfurmcd, f<)i tile ItmtettaU with ivliith they were (►erkamod, 
.iblMJud ill g; j :oU> detivcJ k<m wml* ini- 

piyrnu -ivcnhtr,-. ^ lititrsttiire -tinttlfi at* iTemy tmibiel 
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t fluting to sacrificial cure monies 3 - Sanskrit Knlyayfum 
sayjs, ""that licacven and alt other bappinrea the result* of 
4 acrifid ( il ceremonies. And It *aa a stereotyped idea with 
the founders of Hitulnpum that SnimaJ* were created for 
sacrifices. Nor were these in olden tlajs constdtrcd mere 
offering* of meat to certain carnivorous deities fallowed hy 
the sacrificers themselves feasting on the same, as the prac¬ 
tice of the day represents the idea. The various nature of 
the saetiikxf appeari to hmc been suIxrfcflMtally cemprctad- 
rd by the protpritms of the institution in India. The s*cri- 
fleer believm5 himself tube redeemed by means if the sacrifice. 
The llisintft) sacrificed wns itself culled die sacrifice, bedUUfl 

it was the runscrni for the «iul." If we leave lfliltA anil 40 
back to the tradition and history of the other atideflt nation >, 
we -hall find many instance*, proving dm existcTice 
them of the swrrifieial rite for tlur oemfesion of drt acul the 
propitiation of tha Duily. The hecatombs of ijreece, an l the 
memorable dedication oT the temple of Solom- m when i 3.000 
oxen* ami ico,cO >hcep were slain befrre the altar, are too 
vail known to tie«i any comment. 

In dievc Liter ages when degeneracy hoi uuulc rapid 
stride.'* amongst the people nf thr~ country. the ivriginal inten¬ 
tion nf the founder of the Institution being lost sight of. 0 


* [1 ii .l<sciTlh£ of ntilkfc Itou llw «f ozas. odpiOt mb e* a rona 

n11^«=ifr fa1il±kji is lHr HtiuW ribaiirr. HHhc briNKa =1= |jU»1 lu Ihm 
The caw fc icestttbri 111 form of (tooigi viA ciiM llhnflgwwifft. The 
tniU^cJ -ji Ehiyrjfi, Slii-T-, *j<fp» (i.dinl mi bh hl Hie vti/ fuu ¥ ~ <jf a n u 
mgrijldaj! eE tlttn thlhpt In * HlrdJX-- HrniKJimLlb «ri ^w m sma fit* prwpeitv if * 
The udlk a a cow tnnsdl; aflrarji ftiit btii c^oriutiinem nMfw 
jtivm> buI the oU, . femes ik «u denies! by life Ulmipo Krtn 

Htcrt ihriwtvi -rt iri tfti, En^ull inr. nri 1 -vKmjrv f .r al*w tw* ... Bit »r, 

ihotlut lEiadcuj. k apl tq ackin ” rdu< ia^AH tins 1“ »hciKim Hf ha^raa 
4u «K a )1 uvuiLittari 1 tilth tj tarry t tor or dlf in Ui£ Kn=?i £cu UaughuLKiiu 
(KrfKn Km i Ikw wfflitbr Smw llir Knc^pWr imbfiram K> fTttfcfwr Cinirl4 
ihc iljtHjr JierpefjarkMi t»f iBch ImEii^iiiuam. ilj »mj <<1 tftfUHttn* Uie K: 

Uc exJkti <vr Svl its (wpic |et[>,nraii AZsaj* srh^cKRl- 

]T «nCa uiiufeot^lld pwr tHWgt they wtjobl cpfmnty Suv* tkliv 

ctiilttfr IrutU ihf.of ihee bml'ctttn (mil pketil lC ^m:lk rtbli i! niEiilli- 

[rwnii h*n.l». Ikr mti* I ht ilk: proBnl AVguca & o<»i *f«f both 11 try ih't 

ihuLt ti>ii it« <tiL< iiiat"4«mc 
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perverted taste has given it an essentially sensual character. 
Instead of rdleniig -aerifies fro in purely rdighius motives, ft is 
tuvw made for the gmtifiejitian of carnivorous appetite. The 
Ime King of NucMea, Rajah Krlrfo Chumicr Roy, though stn 
orthodox Hindoo oF the truest type, was laid tnhavc offered at 
nuc of these festirab a vtr tv jnr^Miuinbcr of goat3 and sticc-p 
to the gixlikas Doot^a. u il* began/ 1 say? Ward, ’Viih cme, 
ami, doubling the number »-,i :li day* c-intirmed U for sfoterm 
days, Qn the last day* he killed j5j6*,and on tiis whole he 

, :red 65-535 animals- ITe loaded Boats whit the fcx 
ami nmt them to I he neighbouring Brahmins, but they could 
not devour them hit enough, and great numbers were thrown 
away. Let no utic, after thb, tell tu of <thc scruples of the 
Lit,, him to- about de st roy ing animal life and tnting animal food." 

About twelve oebek in the day, plum the morning 
service is over, the male member* <v f the family make their 
AtanMrr if oflcritig? of rhurur* to th<* images, repeating 
nn mentation recited by the priest. for aitl t kinds of worldly 
blessings, such as health* wealth, Fame, long age, children* 
&C. The women come in afterward? for the same hallowed 
purpose, and fnaudibly recite the incantation repealed by the 
priiiit inside the icreen The very dght tif ihr Image? glad¬ 
dens their hearts and quickens llidr throbs. Though rusting, 
thry fed an extreme reluctance to leave the ffrrfm* and the 
divinities, Ucdartng ilia* their hunger and thirst ore gnne not 
Fmm Actual excess in eating and drinking hot From their fhtk 
ness of he a ft at the prest-nce ui Jfj Djon^t. Rut y;> diey 
tmut to make way for the servanla- to remove the offering 
At *tribute rht;:n among the Brahmins, and cfem the tonpie 
for tike evening service, at the close of w hich Rralimtrti and 
other gu«U begin to com* in and partake of the entertain* 
merit * provided for the occasion. 

J, ., fjJJj luuw^ (Wortpllte Hnamirfi, »lui ur? mmliiiilWniitd 
Hir.awnm^fpfnpaaU^ ^ Mnf^Uh j - Ui(t Im nmlBKcrJi i. ^ 
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On the $rcond <lay of the Pwjah, offering* and sacrifices 
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edjpt of hunger is: sharpened. ;i Hindoo most insipidly looks 
-jl bis watch ijr Ajck as to when ihr- .precious moment should 
arrive, and a* the hour draws near, men, women and chil¬ 
dren are all hu-ihed into silence, Not .1 whisper nor a buzzing 
sound I* to behcartl. All isanxdty, in:-pen sc aitU expectation, 
at if the arrival of the exact herald the advent 

of .ultue-SaVioliT ‘into* the ^'LiriiiieVtuiiS {terfeeJ silence and 
ftilkifiss7alh4alB*ire^(rcl4Uv*hL" Xfttkmhc mmd of the gim“ 
Which 11V1 . l 1 . L -thc-Zm^A iftifffitii wttea this most itnpor- 
irmt* i>fa*ir ^Ofcjaftir. U tfubs^jrn: iEftfebon as the announce- 
hjljif^illjfa JHit priest in ;rfl haste 

the blessings of 

lilt] JnTn^ ! I *tlii 5 * tli. Tjrti*'-v'4 When the time of 

t nfcteitffr wlf ich **1 ^ntei)t3»-iapitawl by die *«imd of 
anothcl^in;* all thizali^ingisS HoUSC arc b.ldtf to 

st^md a i L"!ii T, and in a state 
oftm*|> ££c ru c&Ai fie,$&&£*,■ 1*0»£jjr 1 m 11 a r, with which 
the &lc ri |TCe+vitothc4tl 3dtffan 1 ^hig.TfrU A“4r/Vnrr j,fnr by 

ib i£ <h d r? *ot £ fit 3 jT ttvtf'ti h jf h “s tl ii of wood) bids I he 

Ij I - - mi!tv fiiiEsfi“rt!l£bfv tin bnjtytSj Sfif 11 Id i he !alter cut 
this tread off a"^T N t: o^iitJbfic!£yea nrc turned to— 
w .ujji hirnsvititjoy^ Xhc^rfi^t * tfiJert^iiA. and the inmate* 
1 if kwr - hvJtei :R l%"aU .1 Id L Cvtit1f“stiulcr the Idfliicttce of 
I 3 gft& ^I'/urJveSt. pfWt r^:o'ii^raiitb.T^ < 5 ich mheron their 
i nek, pwjjjit^ifdt *the rtf Linn -of- t^frcgXdc&s every year. 
Nor must [ omit td* monbon*UbVv\^^^ secondary rites 

w h iA arc pirioriTbd~onith&^l 5 n^ 5 Enf 5 «of ^he Poojnh Be* 
ftiiie*absolute f^otin^, llie»fqi: r < Vf,tfir* freehold -actually 
11 11 (.1 tfgij a ■ fiery oriitza L?’. » Aboa t* di^i^lli Aftcnnwn. when 
1 (re 1 lijfiidLjtftd-bitstlcTiave subsided a iitti^ all mules being 
told to go away, the women unveiling their faces, ami lidding 
in each hand a oth -ir curt hen plate of rosin, squat down 



Rich tan *!t iTn Tnc fculji erf fiiiflt awn fet ibfl nAuccc j * thr j-r ij 3,r 
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before the ihritte of the goddess, and in the posture of quasi* 
penitent sinner* implore in a fervent spirit the benediction 
of the goddess on behalf of their <¥sn\ while the rosin con¬ 
tinues to bum in alow fire. As if dead to a sense of con¬ 
sciousness, they remain in that trying state for more than half 
an hour, absorbed, as jt vr^rc, in holy meditation, repeating 
in their mind* at the srui* time, the names of their guardian 
deities. Towards the eldfe bf this penitent service, a son is 
asked to sit on the lai> of h?s mother. HarTcn women to whom 
Providence has denfuff *V S inestimable blessing muiit go 
without tliia domcstfc'.fk’ttdty - resulting in religious cuasola- 
tion, and not only rqSum thrfr present forlorn conrfHjcn, Idft 
pray for a IvappicAlW-rf jpxt birth. A few pflnetBf* their 
breast* with a sicn dp or nail cutter, and ofler^a 

few drop 3 of blood Jo tfle ijfxlclefc, under a delusion that the 
severer the penantfa Ac greater the merit, Hany women 
still go through this tru^y revolting ordeal V Kali Chit, 
in fulfilment of voy tpadn^nlirndi of sick nest. ‘ 

Another core t* ^bfcdflto! by th« females on 

thi r particular da>^is thrif WuHhlp of living Brahmin Kama* 
rets .virgins) and matrons {jix{kav*s). After washing ami 
wiping the feet df the objects of their worship, with folded 
hand* and, with the end of their san round their necks, in 
a reverential mood, they fall prostrate Tiefore the Brahmin 
women, and crave blessing* which, when graciously vouch¬ 
safed, arc followed by offerings of sweetmeats, clothes and 
rupee* The purpose ff this ceremony is to obtain c*emp- 
tion from the imleseribubt* misery of widowhood, and ensure 
the enjoyment 0f domestic happiness. 

On live third or lu*t day of the Poojah, being the ninth 
day of the increase of the moon, the prescribed ritualistic cere¬ 
monies having been performed, the officiating priests make 
tile itaam and tUt»iimini t \ a rile, the meaning of which it to 
present farewell offerings to the goddess for one year, adding. 
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In a suitable prayrr that she will be graciously pleased to 
forgive the present shortcomings on the part of her devotees, 
and vouchsafe to them her blessinga in this world as well as 
in the world to come. This is a very critical time for the 
liriesu, because the finale of the ceremony involves the impor¬ 
tant question of their respective gains. Weak and selfish as 
human nature assuredly is, each of them (generally three in 
number) fights for his own individual interest, justifying his 
claim on the score of the religious austerities he has had to 
undergo, and the devotional fervour with which hia sacred duties 
liavc been discharged. Until this knotty question is satisfac¬ 
torily solved, the}’ forbear pronouncing the last ntunt/r or prayer. 
It is necessary to add here that the prevents of rupees which 
the numerous guests offered to the goddess during the thine 
days of the l’oojah. go to swell the fund of the priest, to 
which the worshipper of the idol must add a separate sum. 
without which this act of merit loses its final reward in a 
future state The devotee inu*t satisfy the cupidity of the 
priests or run the risk of forfeiting divine mere}'. When 
the problem U ultimately solved in favor uf the officiating 
priest who actually makes the Poojah, and sums of money 
arc put into the hands of the brahmins, the last prayer is 
read. It is not perhaps generally known that the income 
the Indian ecclesiastics thus derive from this source support* 
them for the greater part of the year, with a little gain in 
money or kind from the land they own. 

The last day of the Poojah is attended with many offer¬ 
ings of goats, sheep, buffaloes* and fruits. The area before 
the shrine becomes a sort of daughter hou*:. dippety with 
gore and mire, and resounding w ith the ares of the dying 
victims, and the still more vociferous shouts of " J/«r. 

* Tlie Hob vt iMi&dix* b to*.! ttsty I nr «w~e«pcr», I'li-vsuLcr., Sc.. »bo 
cAnwUincs tyttOtt fcr the raunUtmuf tbc tlttgMitml imtih a U TU* meat 
dotiUU) liipuit cnJ. to iliuckva Ema. 
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uttered by the rabble arakUt the discordant sound of gongs 
and drums. Some of the deluded devotees, losing all sense 
of shame and decency, smear their bodies from head to foot 
with this bloody mire, and begin to dance before the goddess 
and the assembled multitude like wild tunes. In this state 
of bestial fanaticism, utterly ignoring the ordinary rules of 
public decorum, and literally intoxicated with the glory of tire 
meritorious act, the deluded mob, preceded by musician*, 
proceed from one house to another in the neighbourhood where 
the image has been set up, sing obscene songs, and otherwise 
make indecent gestures which are alike an outrage on public 
morals and common decency. When quite exhausted by 
these abominable orgies, they go and bathe in a river or a 
tank, and return home, thinking how to make the most of the 
last night. Should any sober-minded person remonstrate 
with them on their foolish conduct, the stereotyped reply 
is—‘'this is Motuvnayir Bazar and the last day of the l'oojah, 
when all sorts of tomfoolery and revelry arc justifiable." The 
sensible portion of the community, it must be mentioned, keep 
quite aloof from such immoral exhibitions. 

IIowcNcr great may have been the veneration or the 
depth of devotional feeling in which the Doorga Poojah was 
held among the Hindoos of bygone ages, it is certain that 
in the lapse of time this and all other national festivals have 
loxft their original religious character, and in the majority of 
cases degenerated into profanities and impure orgies, w hich 
renew the periodical license for the unrestrained indulgence of 
sensuality, not to speak of the dissipation and debauchery 
which it usually brings in its train. Except a few patriarchal 
Hindoos, whose minds are deeply imbued with religious pre¬ 
possessions as well as traditional proclivities, the generality 
celebrate the Poojah for the sake of name and fame, rv» less 
than for the purposes of amusement, and for the satisfaction 
of the women and chik^cn, who still retain, and will continue . 
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to do so for a long time to come, a profound veneration for 
the old D<*r$a Uttsob. Apart from the children, whose 
minds are au^ccptible of any impression in their nascent 
state, the women arc the main prop of the idolatrous 
institutions and of the colossal superstructure of Hindoo 
superstition. If I am not much mistaken, it was to satisfy 
them that such distinguished Hindoo Reformers as the late 
l la boo* Dwarkeynauth Tugnre, Prosonocoomar Tagore, Roma* 
nauth Tagore, Ram Gnpal Ghosc. Digumber Milter and others 
celebrated this Poujah in their family dwelling houses. How 
far they were morally justified in countenancing this popular 
festival, it is not for me to say. The fact speaks for Itself. 
Even in the present time, when Hindoo society is being pro¬ 
foundly convolved by heterodox opinions, not a few of my 
enlightened countrymen observe this religious festival, and 
jjjicmi thousands of rupees on its celebration. There are, 
however, a few redeeming features in connection with this 
annual demonstration, which ought to be prominently no¬ 
ticed. I : if*t and foremost, it a/Tords un excellent opportunity 
for the exercise of benevolent feelings ,* secondly, it materi¬ 
ally contributes to the promotion of annual reunions, brotherly 
fraternization, and to the general encouragement of trade 
throughout lien gal. 

The %'cry great interest which Hindoo female* feel in the 
periodical return of this grand festival, is known to every one 
who is at all conversant with the existing stale of things In 


* Tim late Kiiah lUhauI -*. B*>*-» SanUt»« Smc. RamdooUl 

tx-r. Shilamtaln(>)t<wc. Tnmki»«i HolAv, the Uullkk family, the <*WI 
of jn^Avyluh «n«i nhet*. *pmt lat$e Mimi of money from f*« to v«*r in p"»g 
cMho, 264 wwf money to * *efjr Iwpr mmihcf Ik 

ruftcr, fr mi jail <w wjyinetit of thrii Any relief ta tufirnae hununuy * 

tertainW an act -4 emit mm* fof which the doumi *lnou well tij Ihr community. 
Jh oat «Uy* there are •rvaml Baboo* wtm it, :hc •»»? «« * limits 
fh* ««»»■* ,j| lUbin* Tarock nauth |*iiramankk of Kasampamh duerrea a 'V 0 ?^ 
nutkrt Natan Uy owataminj «a»l aaaaUati^ua. htachatarm ia *• »rm*«ctuN« 
n hi* hfg<s-)mart«ihie» n Ctnrtttaoo*. On cot •« * 

ii-4iii. mu) un almoK oray leiurloin eckliatlfia, ncg|n» aimil® humlloiUatnl 
iW-mOa .4 f^r fWfil* wilh-, 1 .: -America «< o. uttdL tin the KauiuO 
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this country. In the numerous districts and villages of Bengal 
inaugural preparations arc made for the celebration of this anni¬ 
versary rite precisely from the day on which the Juggernauth 
cai is drawn in A tsar, frnm the date of the festival of Ruth 
J aura, that is for about four months before tile date of the 
Doorga Poojih. While the or the image maker, 

is engaged in making the Bamboo frame-work for the image*. 
Lite women in the villages devote their time to cleaning and 
sterring the rice, paddy, different kinds of pit be, cocoanuts, and 
other products of the farm, ull which arc required for the ser¬ 
vice of the goddess. Ten times a day they will go to the temple 
tn ice what the K-exunaf is doing. Not capable of writing, nor 
having any idea-of ‘Letts' Diaries,' they note down in thefr 
niind* the daily progress of work, and feel an ineffable pleasure 
in communicating the glad tidings to each other. When day 
by day the straw forms arc converted into day figures, and they 
are foi* the first time plastered over with chalk and thru 
painted with variegated colors, the hearts of the females leap 
with joy, and again when the completed Images arc being 
decorated with dtul ornaments or tinsel ware, their exhilaration 
known no bounds. In the fulness of anxiety, the mistress 
of the house directing her attention to what more is 
yet wanted for the due completion of the Pnojah, rnhukes 
the master for his apparent neglect somewhat in the fol¬ 
lowing manner: "Where is the domt suja/t, (bafketware)? 
Where U the lw?Nar snj.ili, (pottery) ? Where are the spices 
and clothes? Where are the *ido?rfkuj*y and sundry other 
tiling’ for the lUraudalla 7 * Adding that there ii no time to 

of lb* lkx*rv F«W» fatiral In r.mU act ltt*»k tu» 6m urtiil j&idjtirV, 

I* l» ****** WSt *1) It* foot fwfb whn one So hit dom |,.r» boon Y|«h uco- 
ode* with foed Mil oon-rw. thre* nlgfct* this (iitiifhaiko of Aim* continur*. 

Tin paMfi; M btfote l«i» l««* hrk»cxJ In imlrt <>1 U« tm l!n trratn. 

n.r.Jiilra td rhe nr u» titno in % mnrnth hr fi»!» nil »|^ poor pc» i 1<* 

that rums W hit h«T>ce :h« firm trf h» ccwmuity It . j r*a,l {* T *„j, JJkl 

be it Nttnamnl T-Uitric baboo, "ihe Sb/Ti o< cJtitttah.-— * tUoiKUaii wtiidi 
I hr mmr Opflknf U hit c-ntairymm (rot Ihutc ut mt t ftwj tboulil trek to 
o*«t 
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txr \ml, th<- r.^jjh i* tint M kind. The husband acquiescing 
in when the wife 3*ys n>->uri* tier that everything *haH be 
procured by Saturday or Sunday next 

On the day * f the new timon, when every Hindoo 
in the city becomes mare or 1^* b*liy on account qf his 
affinal, ,k.inc-tic ijuI idtgfubs engagements. the lady of the 
houi.r h clddly occupied with making suitable ariiMgfciilems 
for fatuvt or presents, lir>t to. her son-itt-bw and then to her 
uther njl&Utcs. a subject on which I shall have xo ?ay a tew 
Word* in it- proper place. On tbr eve of the sisfth day of 
liue new moon, when the grand Ponjah may lw said to 
Commence. Uve 'em ah i. consigning all their past sorrows to 
oblivion, feel -a »>rt of elu.itkity, Hnpcftslne*a ind confidence 
whkh almost involuntarily draw forth from the depths of their 
bouts, feeling* of joy and reduce. Even si virgin widow, 
whose grief h >ut fresh, forge lw hr-r mir*£Ji«rs ft>i nwhilr. and 
cheerfully mingles: in the jubilee. She forms part ind parcel 
of tli- daiftistic jiderlvod, and fur the five days of tier life at 
feast, her settled sadness gives v ay to pleasing sensation-, rtil 
though forbid den by a cruel priesthood to lend her har 4 -: to 
the tsrcraofitiil, shu qcvcribcteia goes up Midi* godded and 
prays in a devotional spirit for .1 liettcr hiture. Amid-l Tiieh 
h *ectie of Lmiver^nl hilarity, supplemented by a confident 
hupe of eternal Ixadcude. it b quite natural that Hindoo 
females. socially divorced from evenother innocent atmtv^ 
m ent, shun It I feel a deep, ttnccRr utnl Intense interest in snvh 
a. naiinnal festival which iKKgc-viCs tile twofold adv$ft£agi <- of 
a reLtgiftii* ceremony and a social demonstration. Knnc but 
l!l,e in. -.* call 'Li- hearted ion remain imUficretU Men. women 
and children, believers and unbelievers. vc alike ' vcrcome by 
the force i if IJbti religions anniversary. The females go to 
the tempb; at all hour- of the day, arid hart their eyes 
Upon the captivating figure of mighty Urxnpt and her 
gk>rii u - aielfltc - \bir di> I In i tftare at her with .* vacant 




1,4 THE DOORCA roar AH l ESTIVAL. 

mind j each has her lo rcf.re.ecnr her wish to 

express; prayer in a ferment spirit i» offered to the goddesa 
r<« the redress of the one end the consummation of the other. 
Should a son die prematurely. shmfltl a hushand sulfur from 
any difficulty, should a son-inlaw he not ttue lulus wd*\ shuul.I 
a daughter Ik doomed in ividmtiood. the fcouira w resile 
hard in prayer for relief and amelioration. On the fourth 
at ffijoya day. ah. u the image is to be toitogneJ to tile 
river, one taker n.vay a bit of the consecrated ei-gfy ’; a 
second, tire llappira- sum. or the sacrificial earthen plate; 
a third, the crashed betel; a fourth, the ‘.acred M/a a* leaves, 
anti so on ; cadi forms a sacred trust, and all arc preserved with 
tire greatest possible care, as the priceless heirloom of a 
|»CJU"[JaJlt £CKtd£53* I 

I i kkitig: briefly described the mam features of this it'ii- 

festival, t will now eitdg&vouc to gKe a ^bort account of 
tite other ciiCttnistwJOes connected with it. In the hmi,*e of 
;t Lif^hmin, Khicfinr, lice, dhaiU fish and vegetahk OpTics, 
together with nwceUncats and <*w bM k are given lo the 
guests chiefly in fa fat time during the three PwJj» My* 
Mriny Hiinlocia, wiose religious scruples n r i)! nut altrm them 
io kill *i goal themselves, generally go w the- bouse of n Bruh- 
roin—but noi without an eight mm piwc or a Rupee—to 
ssti-rty dieir carnivorous appetite during: the Poojutr. It is 
VCTy tjoiitable tii the women of the saGtirdotail class that 
tliree or four of them undertake the duty of thr qissint. and 
fetid fpr..m -ix to eight hundred persons fur ihrt-- days surety 
9 ivdy. A-S fish lit not acceptable to Dooigte, neither cooked 
goat's and sheep's Acuh, a separate kitchen ts set apart for the 
purple of cutoking meat of sacrificed anm’maJs, Brahmin 

1 An t'c !■’ i* ■ Li.isth oT i1«m jc*eN cii aji *: lii- Iau, mlfiei ^iih isil 
(UlCt.Tn rti I liij- .r (rfilntabi l«4f 1^"«r tJw i4 Jtttfh LitwJta IK entlik, fjw 
p plioot I'm th* cfuim oJ tbe gcHdw atiil Jwiipq hn iwn fatt ]■ in pitfltf 
.J.jiv. J usiti J.mijif. a ill I tbHinifti aitli julikl vctnUllcitfL. 11 il 

*, 'ttiinnt c.r>^ *vjfw«-i L ^JUh JKMtt rJ lu u-ktnn 
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VpQjjjen, :is ;i ni!e ( cook (ipftltk 3 b 1 y well* Their lung exp-- 
riimcc In tic culinary- art. their habitual dean line**, their mt- 
divkted ..ucaiiuiit «•■ their <luty, and above all the feTigmus mvt- 
with v.-hn-U they prepare frwkl for the gu*M «7 give quite a 
rdi U 1 ’ every- ildn^thcy make, Nm Is this all. Their jlevatkKi 
and eatrir b so great that they cannot be persuaded 

meat any thing umi! at) the guestt ^ ^Uv vM**, and 
whftl & still enr.r r ramrn<mtiabfa^ they look to no other rcwmir! 
for their tmuble than the fancied appttfefttfati of the goddess, 
anil the satisfaction or the guests. ft h not nine 

,vt night that they became di-engngcii after which they bttlte 
ii^pirn, change dfjtbct. wiy their prayer* l* the goddess, and 
Hurt! think of appeasiqg their hunger. Simple and -tttt.irufical 
H3 they naturally arc. they, being mostly widows, are quite 
Content WtH frubtihi titiHif, which df yot* ■ he f°°d of 
Hindoo ritkii or saints. It consists rtf omul riw. r rice tn*m 
unlw-iltd paddy. green plain tain and dhall, all boiled in the 
vauic pot, Of ciHirw 31 lafgu quantity of ghee b added to it, 
and :n the time of eating cnTIk h taken. These ilmlimm 
women are, Imtecd. ml-Jlmics L f the culinary art. if the 
bill of fare fo not lung yet the dishes they make are generally 
very palatable, The truth is, they practically follow the 
trltf shying, ** what b worth doing at all. is VkWfh domic 
well ' Their simple rccgies alwajf% produce appctidjqj and 
ivliufawme dfeht=+. they arc thrifty hottsewht*. It must tie 
admitted that simplicity U not meanness, nor tlvriftine-? a 
fault. 

In the house of a AVpij/n or 5-(.firm whorfe fen air 
mtmiUer* it mud be observed, are generally more Indolently 
indmed, and whose style of living h conifcquiLntty more Iuk* 
ilriuui. the food offered to the guests c-.n?ir.^ chiefly of differ¬ 
ent kinds of sweetmeats, fruit’, 4vAw, vegetable r.mrtei. &c. 
1’ixrr or nv r c «h\v jhnrfotc the P>jjab bp :iu - profits wnal 
Brahmin lyrecttiitar-mafcer* arc employed to make t&£ nocea- 
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sary arringcjiicnti at home, the principal ingredient* fc^uirol 
being flour, u<<y<s. (hatjM. pram fried and powdered) sti/nrf* 
(pounded rke) sugar, spico, almonds. raisin#, &c. Not a 
sou! ii jnirmittcd, not even the muster of the house, to touch 
and much less taste these articles* before they arc rcligiou-ly 
offered to the goddess in the first instance and afterwords to 
the Brahmins. In these **feast day*' of the Poojah in and 
alwut CaJenUa, where nearly five hundred pratimas or image# 
are set up, every tcapoiUble Hindoo, as has been observed 
before, is previously provided at home with an adequate supply 
of all the necessaries and luxuries of life that would hu>t about 
a month or so, it lielng considered uupropitious then to be 
wanting in any store, save fruit and fid) 1 his account* tor 
a general disinclination on the part of the well-to-do Baboo# 
to partake of any oulirury entertainment when viniting tlie 
goddess at a friend's house, but to the Brahmins and the jKiver- 
iy-stricken classes this is a glorious opportunity for “gorging.'* 

The despicable practice to which I Itave alluded elsewhere 
of carrying a portion of the /<r//aw (food) Ivanc is largely 
resorted to on this occasion. It is certamly a relic of 
barbarism, which the growing good sense of the people ought 
to eschew. 

'live night of the ninth day of the increase of the moon 
b a grand night in Hetigal. It is the nabivna ro/w, and 
modesty t* put to the blush by the revelry of the hour. The 
houses of the rich become as bright as tire day. costly chan¬ 
deliers. hanging lum|n» and wall lights bunting with gaa, bril¬ 
liantly illuminate the whole mansion, w hile the walls of the 
ISoytucVtAHu ox sitting room arc profusely adorned with 
English and French paintings anil engravings, exhibiting 
certainly not the best specimens of artistic skill, but sin- 

• H«mt ir.sk ihlBjr* irt, tn tin ton* tws, rhx*{xr *mt murr (*ciot»Ue la 
(h» tjur .tmrabir prodnzt* o( tl:p markiM. *tvcti U* nn* '*uty inftimr in (pwlity 

Uit jf< uuti« .n l«^ «uiifocl l« ikfilrmr*):, being «lo< uIp to pe-pk of 
<uj cutfr, 1 iu» dtliitu Inan lU linOuk jitirtaj .1 Utn 
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eu\u\y caliailated to extort the ptaudib. nf the illiterate, 
because *nd picture arc .he books of the unlearned, 

who ore more easily impressed through the eye than the ear. 

All the rooms and antechambers are frequently furnished In 
European style. Splendid Bmsselsor Agra carpels** sprornl 
on the doors of the rooms, a few of which, os if by way of 
contrast, have the ordinary white cloth spread on them. .J~ 
Nor ore hanging Punkhas wanting. In one of the spacious 
Italic site die Baboo of the house, surrounded by courtiers 
pandering to hi* vanity. Indolently reclining On a bolster, 
and leisurely smoking his 4 MM with a long winding W « 
pi.*, half iliziy from the effects c*f last night « rrcelry he 
feels loath to speak much. Like an opium eater, he fall* 
into a siesta, whilst the Punkah is moving incessantly. If 
»„ orthodox Hindis freesl from the besetting vice of drinking. 

.„d awake to all that Is going on around him before bun 
are placed the Dacca silver filagree worked tttrrJan a d 
r ,:„L„, os well as the yvW.ro with lots of spices and betel 
m it On entering the room, the olfactory nerve* of » 'ivtt.jf 
arc sure to be regaled with fragrant odours. At intervals 
rov water Is sprinkled on the bodies of the guests, and 
weak spiced tobacco is served them every fifteen minutes, 
the current topic* of the day forming the subject of OW.OV 
•ratron. All this is surety vain ostentation and superfluity. 

So far the arrangements and reception of friends are essen¬ 
tially animal. the manner of silting, the mode o eons 
rion, and the way In which otto of roses, rose water and 
betel arc given to guests ore Mahomedon and Hmdoo-likc, 
but there is something beyond this; here orthodoxy ^dually 
proscribed ami heterodoxy practically proclaimed. WUde the 
officiating priests and the female devotees are offering their 
prayers to the presiding goddess, the Baboo, a liberal Hindi .. 
took to retire to his friwU room, perhaps on the third storey, 
at the entrance of which a guard i> placed to keep » u 


Iw. 


iis nm nooRGA poojah festival. 


I t 4 

\ 

pi 




came visitors, that he might partake of refreshments supplied 
by an English Purveying Establishment with a few select 
friends. The room Is famished after European fashion, chairs, 
tables,, sofas, chcflonicrs, cheval glass, sideboard, picture^ 
glass and silver and plated ware, knives, forks and spoons. 


and I know not what more, are all arranged In proper order, 
and friends of congenial tastes have free access, I'ir-4 class 
wines and viands, such os Gieslcr's champagne, Mcatly's Fort 
and Sherry, Exshaw’s Brandy No. I. Crabbic’s Ginger wine, 
Bass's best bottled beer, * *e*la water, lemonade, ice, Huntley 
and Palmer's mixed biscuits, mantlla cigars, cakes and fruits 
in heaps, ^/rav/y, %urma, lufta, hilly d, mast fowl, cutlet*, 
mutton chop and fowl curry,* are at your service, and an 
English visitor is not an unwelcome guest. Ltxxhct, Swtdtth 


mitloyc, burJL, nu^piUa^ rittavtfr See., the ordinary* food of 
the Hindoos on festive day's, are at a discount The Great 
Eastern Hotel Company should be thankful for the large 
orders which the Hindoo aristocracy of Calcutta and iu 
suburb, favor them with during this grand festival The 
ta.ite for tin: English style of living is not a plant of recent 


"It ■ o w of |4uc w» ii 

bftty pat not bcrt-aafcn <u U »v!ja»t, TVjr a»* «mtent with 

u '" Atwia Fvty jtnn >go tidwt the t'tlciuii fnimtitt wa 
(..utwUd. thr lair Udk«t Um Oum.ict t^oopto, tl« olUw of Awn+«r, * *nror- 
0,141 f a r t, > ' tr Y dtnrlv lut ui sad »a.ii r bod in j»?puU» ItsIlikU Uw ibrn 
e»v—mg ilniic if l(iniic«ufi»inin tustnpt ■ Faropcan >’>ie of . vinir. 

II* commenced mih KainmoJmn Rivy—tfut piotiret <i HiuJ.w 
Him atu.>lulljC .buttled bu fitiU'ir cxrwt. AiUrrmltu JS*r anrm/rn thr Hip. 
ib«* of bunn^, lu- l»mu Igiiwiin : - r-l; n^fclcw 1 tn Tain have vuu tatah- 

M««U Khr>'i* m r flJtBita. look »♦ the *t*l of Hut Rm lU-uaowima 
jcinm*; had ith* ettr the n'm tn aJniaik' t^ian (Ur*Ur*J|, and *»ie« 

hm« k.)J him Utk «£»iu <V» rrgatd* the junite alumni, he toaks. a »ife tltu 

•ocoat n<i hnlitii i “ /Voa, /’• «n, mt lutt, ant* Is-ut, *t»u ip» l>« w ir>y ant 
Icettun Uai, ami wfca Ah* k,*.ainttloti hoj.1 at the Td*t, Hall yxm c -i 

pc.:x* htapk and heap* of book, j«w r*a4 ao«J alwajt tnmaia >uui.lc t. H 
wtinea ia Ihu book, that yan «l«uaM o«»ct lotiult the loir of a female? tVUkl 
!«•'<T 1* jewf ibhlh ? he (a a fcvulat ^a-o (MJj |/ be inx* Tua 

* OB , jhfflte feariar ami mmmjJ (Tlutdoo ix.cMmc.rn) Imt r -'i cet 
f**u ndjv»<fr U fan] ajulsuufi joj hue®**, »«J Ut jtth all UuuaU 

tum! L* *MI a L V ! i ' ,h ? '* ** •utfcteatioi* a}»ut lh* eating >4 

fcacf by the educated lltmkiOA Kxcept a fra meUicil itmlnits wtaobatr, | n «t7rai 
KMUinra. OTOCoisjIbeu lhto«m«u ha.-.dU« * dead boilwf the 

teat aelil feel a m <4 tuiacal i'-p<i$iw»c* to caUca boef. Tlu* hw paluj*. the 
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growth. It has been germinating since the days of John 
'» ‘ Company, alien India merchantmen enjoyed the monopoly of 
the foreign trade of the country, when the highest authentic* 
of the land had no religious scruples as Christians to 
present at a Hindoo festival, when, in fact. Hindoo million¬ 
aires were wont to indulge in lavish expenditure* for the 
purpose of pleasing their new European masters. Leaving 
aside the dignity and grav.ty of the clerical profession for a 
while, the Reverend Mr. Ward was induced out of curiosity 
to pay a visit to the palatial mansion of the Shoba llar-ar 
Rajahs of Calcutta on the last night of the Poojnh. 

' « In the year 1806," says he. "I was present at the wor¬ 
ship of this goddess, as performed at tire house of Rajah 
Rajkishnu at Calcutta. The buildings where the festival was 
held were on four sides, leaving an area in the mid c. e 
room to the east contained wine. English sweetmeats. Sis. 
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crime vfstkirs* that to might partake of rcffedimmis supplied 
by in English Ihif veying Establishment with a few' select 
friends, T'he r > ini f; furnished ^"[cr European fashion, chair-, 
table*, -das, djir/mitten*,, cheviv! jjIr’ 3, j>ii:tijfe£ 

glitTi and «ih T cr ami plated ware, knives, forks and spoon*, 
and I know not what more, arc iUJ arranged in proper order, 
ami fricmlt of congGiiiid Uides have free ac'erss, First r 
Winrrs and viandSj sijdi mm Gieder's champagne* ] featly s Part 
mwl Sherry, KxkIihu\* Brandy No, 1- Co-blre's Ginger wine. 
Bar ’* K icst bottled be;r. s««k water, lemonade. ; ;e, Huntley 
and palmer's mixed biscuits, marulla cigars, cakes and fhtlts 
in- heaps, £<:•&:turmn t k&flth, i-aRy a, mast fowl, cutlets 
mutton Chop ami fowl curry,* art it your Aerdce. am] an 
.lish visitor is not art unwelcome guest, L&.xhcc, Sntufcih 
milhn'A bnrfi< rM^uIhdu, si/tet'or, &c P , the ordinary food of 
tin- Him I i km on fo-itiv t days, ate at a < I Uco u,nt_ The G real 
Eastern Hutcl Company should be thankful for the targe 
of tiers which the J lindojj aristocracy of Calcutta and its 
suburbs favpr them with during thh grand festivnh The 
ta^tc for the English ityle nf living is not a plant of rtcou 
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growth. It has been germinating since the ‘hip of John 
Company* when XihIU merchantmen enjoyed the unmopoly of 
the foreign trade of the country, when the highest authorities 
of the land had no religion* scruples as Christians to be 
present at a Hindoo festival, when, in fact, Hindoo million, 
aircs were wont to indulge In lavish expenditure* for the 
purpose of pleasing their new European masters. Leaving 

aside tire dignity and gravity of the clerical profession for a 

while, the Reverend Mr. Ward was induced out of arrmsity 
to pay a visit to the palatial mansion of the Shoba Uarar 
Rajalts of Calcutta on the last night of the Pi^jah. 

»In the year 1S06." ays he, M 1 was present at the wor¬ 
ship of this goddess, as performed at the House of Rajah 
Rajkishnu at Calcutta The buildings where the festival was 
held were on four sides, leaving an area in the middle. The 
room to the east contained wine. English sweetmeats, &c.. 
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for the entertainment of Kirglist: guests will! a native ?or- 
tugwse or two to wait on the visitors, in the opposite room 
«r»» plated the image, with vast heaps of all kind* of offceiogj 
U:1 ore it In the two aide rooms, were the native guests, and 
in the area groups of Hindoo dancing women, finely dressed, 
singing, ami dancing with sleepy steps, surrounded with 
Europeans who were sitting tm chairs anil cmehes. Om- ,, r 
two groups of Mmuilman-men singers entertaraed tin: «™- 
pan) at intervals with Hindoosthanee songs, ami luditaoirs 
tricks. Before two o'clock the place was cleared of the danc¬ 
ing girls, and of *11 the Europeans except ourselves, and 
almoit ail tlie lights were extinguished, except in from of 
the goddess, when the doors of the area were thrown open 
and a vast crowd * native, rushed in, almost treadim, « 
Ul»n a nether, among whom wens the vocal singers, having 

2 ‘ mg Ca| ' 8 ,(ke “E" Iwvca ' ^ ■«* might be about 
fifty cubits tong and thirty wide. When the crowd had , al 

they were so wedged together as to present the 
appearance of a aolU pavement of heads, a amall space on lv 
being left Jrnmvdiaieiy before the image for the motion,, of 
ihe angers, who all stood op. Four set, or ', ing vr, were 
prerent or, this occasion, the first consisting of Brahmins 
I Hun, Thtc^-x the next of bankers, f flfeniawrmfc J , he 
r: Vt of boeahnuvus, (.Vita*), and the last of weurto 
who cntei'tlined Uiri, guests with filthy son™ 
and danced In indecent attitudes before the goddess, ),„M. 
mg up I heir hands, tuniing round, putting forward lbeir 
heads towards the (mage, even.' now and then hemline 
tiieir bodies, and almost tearing their throats with thei, 

rneratronr. The whole seenv produced on my mind rerwations 
nnhugmatus: horror. The dree, of the singers, their imlu- 
cum Sourer, the AwnlnaUi nature of the *** SS 

^Tl’ hC h "" d . din f miserable drum «i Ltenesn 
of the hour, the darkness of the placet whh the rcflwti.m 
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thai t ivas standing in an tdcd temple, and that this immense 
multitude of rational :uid immortal creature^ capable of 
superior joys, were in the very act of wnrnhip, perpetrating 
;i crime of high treason against the God of heaven, while 
they thomclvts believed they were pedbrromg ait act of merit* 
excited ides* and feelings in my mind which time can never 
obliterate, l would have given in this place a specimen of 
the fftftgf sung before the image* but found them no full of 
broad obscenity that I could not copy a single litiis, All 
those actions which a sense of decency keeps out tit the 
most indecent English wngf, arc here detailed, sung, and 
laughed, at, without the least sense of shame A poor ballad 
-anger in England would be sent to the house of correction, 
and flogged, for performing the mirititrmn Oci&liX of tfie*e 
wretched idolaters* The singing is con tinned for three days 
fmm two o'clock in the morning till nine," 

it is n noteworthy fact that in those days when Bengal 
w 4 is in the zenith uf its prosperity and splendour, the Gorar- 
ttof-General, the members nf the Council, the judges of the 
Supreme Coiirt, end distinguished officers and merchants did 
not think it derogatory to their dignity* or at all calculated 
to compromise their character a> Chrbtians, to honor the Ra¬ 
jahs- with theft prerttmoL- during tHi=» festival, but ^ince the 
days of Daniel Wilson, the highly ven^aied Lord Bishop of 
Calcutta* who must have expressed his strong d fsapproballofl 
«f this practice, these great men have ceased to attend. At 
present but a few young officers, captains Of ships In the port 
and East Indians mny be seen to go to these natitdtes, anil a* * 
necessary erm sc rpw litre of tills withdrawal of countenance, the 
outward splendour of the r&iival tell oi bile considerably 
diminished, Seeing the apparent approval of (dnlfllnxh 

* hl Pii (tiiln will imjlldt ikai ik loiitili ef Bwluu mil Cjtielc rm 
«p^Hy tti*e=J ftr iV tihWecnci^ ['raciiwotl by ibt wwpJs^w «jia b* l *P t 
- iii'. juul ictkmE" 
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rCTcmoniea by some European*, a cuftwfantlima Christian once 
exclaimed ■ J am not shamed ! - confer that J fear 
more for the continuance of the BrfUsJt poww in India, 
Irorn the encouragement trhich, Englutunct) have given u, 
tio; ftiuUuy -T the JimiiorM, than front another quarter 
whatever/' • 

regards rhe other amusement -. at tills popular u--tiva]. 
u tew wonls about the Indian nnnt.lt (ijatidily } girk mat 
not beoul of place here, The:** women have no lOCiiil slMma, 
their principles see ^ loose as Ilnur elianieter b irthntiul. 
They- are brought tip to ihU dUftputabk pnA cssh m tram 

their infancy Ility have nn husban-l-.. nnii many of ik yp n 
are never married. The Native IVui^. .m-J ehlH\ rich 
'.cmiad-ir and in affluent drcum*tfttice*, the capacity 

of whose intellect it ts stinted as its cu 
Ijcen their great patrons. i Jt-void yf , L bwtr f Nr reading and 
'.t ntiiig, they man aged to iJnvc the ennui of their lives by 
the >on^ sf these riniiLing girls, Great were the reward* 
which ttay surnames receive at tb c Hund* of the Native 
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king: in Jjidr uiiitvv days, When a Principality groaned under 
extraviig.uirc ami financial embarravinierit, these bewitching 
girts wen,’ enter mined at considerable expense to drown the 
eaten of stale-craft and king-emit. Even the astutc- 
prince wm not free from this d«uu!}- profligacy. Though 
these girts often basked in the sunshine of royal favor, yet 
there was not a single J,.-rr: LituI among them either in 
gtacc or accompli-UmeiiL A» regards didf income, a girl h.is. 
been known to refuse ten thousand Rupee* for performing 
three nights -v. the Maxima Cotut. When Rajah Rajkb'wm 
of Sobha Ikuar, the Siti^ce family of Jonwwnko, and the 
Hey family of Simla, celebrated, these Pookdis with great 
pomp, diinorig gfris of repute were retained a irmnrh jjrevi- 
isuv to the festival at - rcut cost \ arymg from JCO to joqq 
Rupees* each for three nights. Sow that those prosperous 
days in'- gone by, ami the big Engtt&h urncsits An fiat cart- 
defend t«> attend tlie mmtdi, the amount ha ; been reduced 
fifty Rupees or a Iirife more. Their general attire and 
g^Uiroc.a* well a- the nature and tendency of thefr M\n^, 
ire by no mean- un exceptions hie. These auxiliaries [<■ 
*m#ual ^tnEHEcatioii. combined iritlj the allurement ~ of 
Hacchu , uin in the presence nf a ddty, am the feast of 
k! fitted to* animate or quicken deroLiotia! fealfngs arid 
prayerful thoughts 

Theatrical perfi ruinm o* from the pr. pulur dramas of 
She Indian pict.-.. and .imatcur Htints, [xmtnmimiVaJ exhibi¬ 
tion::. also Contribute largely Id the ,jm moment u| the people. 
The old Hititlaj S^yuiVr, Mttanvuttmi, DkkAn /ngg**, and 
' 'Then of a dmihr character are still readied by pteasurc- 
seekers and holiday-makers. 1L is however, one nf the 
healthy sign-* of the time, thal native gthllemcrl of hi>lrinnk 
taste have recently got up amateur performances, which Ixar 
a somtwdml close approximotion to the Englidi tragcdle* 
•irui cumediea. 
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Having previously described all tile important rircum- 
gt auc c j i and details, religious and social, connected with this 
popular festival, 3 will now give a short account of the 
Bhdsin or Ntrttujm which takes place on the tenth day of 
the new moon, m in the fourth day of the Poojah* II h al&u 
called I&fcpdt because the end of a cerctnanud is always 
auenitied with melancholy feelings. This A the day when Lhe 
image is am signed to water either of a river or tank. Apart 
fri’jn ifv religious significance, the day is an important one to 
English and Native merchants alike. Although all lhe public 
office*, Government and mercantile, arc absolutely doted for 
twelve days, agents of Manchester and Glasgow Eirms must 
open their place.* of business on this particular day, which to 
native merchant* and dealers U an auspicftiio day when l.irge 
bargains. df Piece Goods for present and forward delivery arc 
matte. Ten to fifteen EafchiH -if Rupees worth uf at tides arc 
rjkl Uds day in three or four hours, thu- general impre^imi 
being that such bargains bring gwd tuck both to the buyer 
and the setter. 

About eight oclrwvk hi the morning, the officiating priest 
iH^gms the service, and in half an hour it is over. Music, the 
indispensable accompaniment of Hindoo Toojnbs, ittuid attend 
every such service. A small lunkiug-gl*,, A placed on a 
pan of Ganges water and cray inmate of the family, uulc 
ur female, 3 s Invited to tfic Oudoiv or rather the reflex 
of lhe goddess on its surface. Deeply Imbued as the minds 
of lhe votaries are with religious ideas, every' Individual luoks 
on the mirror with a sort, of devotional feeling, andI: rapt *m 
III- or her conviction A', to the reality of the representation. 

The children, more from amusement than faith, hang n:t 
ihc jiUcv, btii ihf. female stc-ulfotly ding to the? (tanora- 
mic view, quite unwilling to leave it. Though totally ignor¬ 
ant of the philosophical theory of the association or -mggmhn 
of ideas; the same naturally present* to their M eye the- 
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emotion*they feel when leaving the juttc rrwd iwf fbr the fittbcr- 
m-lawV ln>si»c - Mu Lhhnga is going to her father-in-taw's 
and will ivot return (or another twelve month," esdatms 
one. * Look at hcr ey^hci somwfal coxtntitnancc. cjii&t- 
ljJU* another* “Thn temple will took wild and dentate when 
„I/,r D'^rgn g-o away.* adds a third. To console them, the 
mStress of the house exhorts alt to otter their pmyer- to 
the gixJdo-, bc-Lr eh in l: Ut.it she maj continue to voudtsafe 
her bie^ingi hum year to year, anil give prolonged life arid 
happiness to all concerned- With this solemn mvocutinn, 
they, each and every one. hdl down on their knees before 
the godrftsi>, whose spirit had departed on the day proHons, 
and ill a con ton plat hx mood implore her benediction, 
[before retiring. however, ever} one takes with her some 
pntfkuK relit: of the offering!* (flower* *if hit Input Ink in.ilr 
to Doorgn whctl her spirit was present, and preserves it with 
al! the care- of i divine gift, using it religiously in cases of 
si dm ess and catamity- 

Abofit three In the afternoon* after washing their 
b(Klie> and putting <m new clothe? and ornaments due 
females makr preparation* H r paftirming Uv. last ami 
rare well ceremony iti honor of the goddess. The stuidtr 
(iRMtht) thxiF i 1 - i:lwid, nvnsidans are ordered to go out in 
the streets the Doorgn with all her satellite* is brought 
f’lit into tile area of the Semple. the : r:\nddfiAft with all 
it* sundries is produced, and the females whose husbaiicLj 
are alive bc^iii to turn round the imagt* and toileh the 
forehead of each and every otic of the deities with the 
tutrn'tridildh, rcjritiny their prayers An taaftii^ Ulc*4tng> on 
the family, l" :he inexpressible grief of the widows, who 
arc present on ihc occasion, a cnia] ittsdurnfm has Itmg 
since debarred them* from auditing in this holy work 
These ill-fated creatures are doomed only to stare at tine 
. imago, but, are not permitted to take on active pan in the arc- 
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EDoniai. I* \i possible to conceive a mure gloomy picture 
of society than that winchi absolutely expunges from a human 
breast «U traces ©f a rdigiou* privilege the exercise of which, 
though under a mistaken faith, tend* to sweeten a wretched 
life ? Tlic C&iserabJc wbJiiiv* of India are unhappily destined 
to pine uvay their exigence until greater hsuiurs of native 
reforms arise and deliver them from flic galling fetLers of 
KuperttiUcHi* 

The cptEogut which cEo*e;i the parting ceremony.is called 
the fanaMyafy, which constats hi a woman fjiot a widow) 
taking a ninall bra££ plate of jiaddy and dWjfti grass writh a 
Rupee dyed in red lead in it, and throwing it from the fore 
pari of ihi: image right over its head into Urn cloth uf * man 
Who standi behind for the pmjkwe uf receiving it. This, fast 
offering, if i% needle— to say, b preserved with the greatest 
care* The female who performs the rite i» an object of envy. 
TMa file bdng perbrmed, the bltlab* fake each a bit of the 
wud^neat and betel which ha* been Aw offered to M>s Dwr$j> 
A sudden tea a bn of feeling takes place, hearts an: 
gri^cik ami «m c actually *hsd tears. Tf» neusaiba®. 

though exactly ana-'iTgoir*, arise in then ntfuds; fust the 

religious part of the ffeillvld, ami ilie oQiiAeqireiU aniusni of a 
devotional .puiu vividly reminding <me >h E : troOtoang round 
of muu3bite cerentuniir* as wdU as festivity and gaiety that 
tha presence of die godde** naturally tiit-ugh [mxlucej, and 
whfcfa are about to vanish and tibapjiear in an hour by the 
irniuaVitm of the goddess in the rim or jiamj • ^ ^ nru i 4 
worldly mic. the recur retire of the Idea when a mother sends 
*“ * a* house of he father-in Iuh'. Tn JS 

case, die lender heart of a Hindoo female easily break* down 

under the pressure of grief. 

The gud,bss is ttfterwaniK brought m t and placed on a 
Bamboo atage borne on the shoulders of a iu?1 of CotJ |i c , 
ht flowers and hth'dfitted Offered her during the pout three 
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days arc also pul irt a UiskuL and Lnkeit la the riverside. 
The pnx;c-- inn move* chnvly fonnurtl, preceded.by h-trali n f 
Rtjgfksll and Native musicians, and the neCjew^ary retinue of 
servants and gnianis. while from within the hemue, the uviincn, 
Tint Mtiatnd with the sight of the grwhl^* for line long 
month, stretch their eyes jls far as their visual organs can 
extend In catch a list farewell glimpse ol her. The streets 
of Calcutta, the Englidi part of the town excepted, hcornne 
literally crammed iiihI almeist impassable on such a day. 
Group* of Police constable arc floated here .itnl there with 
a view to maintain j>uace ami order, the streets lustrum; a 
pavement ■ ■(' heads. At the tmvest calculation, tlicre cannot 
be les.i than iCe;i,o-.j light-seer* abiteul. Men, women 
and children af nil classes and rank* come fn m a £ resit dis- 
tmec to have a sight of the image: The tops of houses, the 
veniridalw. the main toad*, nay the imfreipietiLcd corners 
present a thick mass of living creatures, all anxious tu foist 
their eyes upon the mate hi css grand cm of the -.cene \ 
foreigner, tin accustomed to such a magnificent spectacle. is 
apt to overrate the wealth and prosperity of the people on 
ttuirh a day. The number nf images, the tWriing and costly 
e*nbd I fsivmeats with which they nre decorated, the rich llvny 
of some of the servants, 1 he bands nf musicians preceding 
the procc&attin, the tettmg cdT of mi and blue lights at inter¬ 
val--, the gala dress of the multitude, and last hut not least the 
elegant carriages of the big * wells,” and the still more 
elegant attire ut Hide owners, who loll back on the 
Cushion r,i the carriages, diffusing fragrant ndour. m [ they 
pass, c un not fail tu produce an imposing effect. Here a gaily 
dad Hahon with hh ; patent Japan leather sht^s; there a. 
Hmdocotbanec dandy with his massive gold necklace and 
valuable pearls hanging down lik cars ; here a proud Mogul 
in all the bravery d t 1 hJl.h uf gi-U there a tnm nirtg Mu>- 
■oilman with hrn darkling cap and jy-^amcr ffaifMn filmic). 
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anil ivory mounted .*tkk, all combine to present a motley (jmu|} 
Of dwr»cters> national in their cDiduntev and unique in 
apjsc4Kintc. Thu jxjor country woman, her lord nnd children, 
though mil favored by feci tins, still <mt a figure far above 
their normal condition, 

TUoa? Hindoo** Al t adorn their images without atint 
of parade them t l h ugh tin- on i t densely crowded 

streets dll eight in the evening—vanity being the chief motive 
i t' actit.ii— willlu those who move in humbler sphere* of life 
take them to boats on the river hired for the pis rj nine. and 
throw them into the miter amidst shouts of exultation. The 
mob of cour-c dng obscene songs and dance Indecently nil 
which o tolerated far the i<cadim, The growing *efttc ref 
the (Jennie— the rt-udt of English education— has nnw-a-dnys 
greatly diminished the amount of in decency which w.u tme- 
of dm di-tinguiihing churaLierinttc-t of farmer dayv on such 
an occasion. 

Between seven and eight o'clock lev the evening, the 
a.-.^cmlileti crowd begins to dispense in joyous mood, talking idi 
The **)’ as tn the respective superiority of such and such 
images Amongst such a great number ami variety, there 
k sure fa be difitnence id" uplnkiti, but it ii settled by 
kite affirmation of a wise head that "the spirit of the goddess 
I* the -asm in all the image-; J/-.i Ihorgx, di>e 4 not mind 
show." 

When the wordiipper*aini others return home, they go 
M onte to the temple, where the officiating brahmin waits 
far them to sprinkle nij their bodies the sacred water: all 
am mmEc to sit down on llie lk»or w itli tin ir feet covered 
wi lli their clothes, lest a drop should fall U(#m Thom. The 
tfrafnmn with a ^mall twig of mangoe leaves sprinkles Mic 
wale T r while repeating at the same lime the usuid incantation, 
Ult mean hi" of which is dial health, wealth and pnrtpaity 
may attend the voWims 1 f Jhtvgi it, from year to ycai Aster 
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thifr they write on a pteic or greet plantain hiaf Lite name 
t>f the goddess v tfent! time*, and then clasp ow? another in 
their arrn.% and take lhc dust off the feet oi all the senton. 
with the mutual tt xp f oaa att of good wishes* fur tiietr worldly 
prasps’ity. An elderly man thus blt&ses a boy ; “tnny y&ti 
have long lire, gold inkstand and gold pen, acquire profound 
leimlug and immense wealth- and support Ukhs of men ; 
If a girl, he thus pronounced hit* benedictum it here being no 
clasping ol" arrtia between man and woman nur between 
woman and woman), * may you enjoy all the blessings of a 
married life s>. ^ never become a widow) become the mother 
of a rajah (king), use vermfllion on yow grey l«adi eon tin us 
to wear the if .in bangle, get •ieven male children, and never 
know want 1 hi# well known that nrr bluing la inrntr iw -.rp- 
Lablc to a Hindoo female than that she may never become 
4 widow, because the intolerable miseries of widowhood are 
most piercing to her hear: \ nor can it be otherwise ■#> long 
as human nature remains unaltered. This iocs id institution 
of the Hindoos of cordially embracing each other and ex- 
pressing nil manner of good wishes on a particular day of 
the year* when -ill hearts .us more or less affected with 
grief at fhi: dcEurtnrr of the goddess, h a very cummor 
dahlfi one. It has an excellent tendency to promote soda! 
reunion, good leilaw-ihip and brotherhood Not only all the 
abeent friends, relatives, acqti&mlanees and neighbours male 
ar:l female, join in this annual greeting, but even strangers 
and the most menial servants ire not forgotten on the 
occasion. Every heart rejoices, every tongue blesses, every 
acrimonious feeling is consigned to oblivion. Thia is a quiet 
interval at least between storm and itorm j in/tri/^La of 
sunlight between the breadths of gloom, a glad voice 
on summer holidays, happy In unselfish friendships, in 
generous impulses, in strong health, in the freedom from 
all cates, in the confidence of all hopes, 11 During such a 
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happy period it i> a luxury lo breaihi.- Use breath of 
IifcJ* 

S" draws !!".t SditOWg 'u forjgEtfrtfrieec (Kg MitpflMia 
use n illrld Intoxicating beverage made of ii^mp Leaves on 
ihii particular occasion. Every erne that comes to visit— 
and there must be a social gathering— or is present, i* treated 
with this diluted beverage and sweets. Even the most irrno- 
cchi and simple females for once in a year are tacitly allow- 
ed to use it, hut very sparingly. One farthing^ worth of 
hemp leaves, or about Crte ounce, suifi zts for fifty persons m 
moru, V.- tlur it benme.’ almost harmless when so copiously 
dilute:!, put those who have imbibed u taste for English 
udnes mid spirits always indulge fredy eti this occjliIoti, 
giving little heed to temperance rules and lectures. It (s 
,J Bjjtya" and drinking to excess Is jititilitfbfc- 

lt would not lie proper to dose thfo subject ivithrmt 
jayisig 4 few wnrds about the national excitement which Uic 
approach of this festival produces, ami the powrifut Impetus 
it gives to trade in general. It has been miigbly estimated 
that JjpsraitU of a mure of Rupees (j£ 10,000,000) Is spent 
cvvry year in Bengal on account of this festival Every 
family, from the aristocracy to the poasaut, must have new 
doUtr- new shoes, new every thing. Mon, women, children, 
relative*; peer acquaintances and neighbour*, nay beggar,, 
must have their boiMsy dress. Persons In siraitoned cir¬ 
cumstances, who actually trim from hand to mouth, deposit 
theft 1 hard-earned livings for a twelvemonth to he spent cm 
this grand festival. Famished beggars who drag a miserable 
c Ttktoncd all their 1lyes, and depend on fircearinus alms tn kevp 
rh^ir body aud soul together all the year rating hopeful|y 
look fora-ard to the return of this anniversary for al least a 
temporary ‘‘htogt In tbeir rag* and latter* Hungry- Brak. 
min^ *W dally avocation brings them only a scanty 
ance of nee and plantain, cheer fully welcome the advent of 
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' Mu Ilwnpi" and gratefully watch the day when the!r empty 
cuiTt/ -hill be repUaikhed. Cloth merchants, w eavers, brazier 
gt»Uj£miLh*i embroiderer!, luce-maker*, mercers Itibctdasher^ 
curjHmlei’i, potters, basket-mat era, painters, hou«r-btHI Ter \ 
English, Climes'-' end Native shoemakers, ghee, sugar and 
coxv, merchants grocers, confectioners dealers m silver nui 
tinsel ware, songster?, songstresses, musidnn,\ hackney cat- 
n>gn keepers, Oocya bearers, hawkers, pedlars end such 
dealers in ctteccUmiCOUS wares, all Ionic forward to the busy 
season when their whole year's hope* shall bt raised by 
bringing loU of Rupees into the till To a man of practical 
experience in business matters, ad fu-i sp the metropolis of 
British India b concerned, it h perhaps well known that llie 
*■ Trader 1 because of the Doorga Foojflil make mart in one 
month than they can possibly make in the remaining eleven 
months. From the first week in September to :he middle 
of October, when the Poo]ah preparations are being actually 
made by the Hindoo, when they* fntgal ad they usklr&Uy 
arc, once in a twelvemonth, loosen their puree strings, when 
the BcruinulateJ interest ort G vvcrnmcni securities Ls drown, 
when all the arrears of home rent art peremptorily dcmmidcd, 
when remittance from the distimt parts of the country .vrri.es, 
w hen in ^hort T rupees, annaa anti picc, are the ’ Go"' of the 
inhabitants, the shopkeepers nuke a diapUy of their goods 
as best they 1 can. From sunrise tr. ten o'ch-ck :»t night the 
influx of customer^ cnririnuea unabated, e*tra shops are 
opened anti extra a vita ants - rttploycd, the shopkeepers 
themselves have scarcely leisure enough to take a hasty meal 
a djv, and ^rih day's sales sudl the heart of the owner. 
The thrifty and economical Provincial, who loves, money as 
clearly as the blood that rum through his vans, leisurely 
nuikc? hi sundry pu echoes bdore lit-: regular ru-h e'f tats- 
tnmen begim to pour in, Ha bar. not only the choice oi a 
large assort men!, and the ** pick," of & new investment, but 
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E cts the hotidit of* fungible price, because the shopkeeper U 
nut Isattl and tenacious in the early *mge of the Poojak 
Av roch day passed, and novelties are expend far puhlie 

tfisportifm, the ihop keeper raises hi* prices according tom ^ 

creasing demand. The dteminnte and extravagant 
of the City, «ho does not worship Mammon half so devoutly 
a* tib country brother, doe* not mind paying a little too 
much for his "whittle hitcaute hr large hem-i and liber¬ 
al minded His more frequent mtercowac with EiifclfeUmen 
has t4ih;h: hint M look upon money as ft filthy lucre." He is 
nut calculating* and Justice he defers making hU purchase till 
the eleventh hour, when* to u?c a native expression, “the *hop- 
keeper eut= the neck with one stroke* 

About one-fifth of the Hiruk> ► population of Calcutta 
consist* of people that are come from the contiguous villages 
,„:i | ; rgunnas yf the Presidency Division ; these men live in 
Calcutta sntdy for employment, keeping iheir families m the 
country where they have generally small farms of tlicir owtt 
wllicit yield them enough produce In the shape uf rice, pulses, 
rerr .ib, vegetable*, &t, to Sa^t them throughout the year, 
leaving, in some instance*, ample surplus, stock* with which 
and a few milch cows as well as tanks, they husband then 
fmorurcc* with the greatest frugality, and enjoy every domes- 
tic coitifor? and convenience* They do tint cure for Davie 
Wilson's biscuits and sponge-cake^ or a glass of raspberry 
ice-cream or Roman Punch on a summer day, their bill of fare 
a as abort and aimple as- their taste cs primitive These men 
make then I’oaJflJi purchases much earlier than their brethren 
in the city* ,dlit ply because they have to start for home ** 
soon A- the public halfday* cnrrnnenec on the eve of the 
fourth day of the increase of the moon, If the Indian Rail¬ 
ways have benefited one class of the people more limit 
on other, it is thoe men who should be thankful for the boon. 
If :hc Ea^S Indian and Eastern Bengal Railway Compamiuf 
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coaching receipts art properly examined for Mg***; 

the fourth and fifth days of the wfi» JM* « 
of the Dooiga Pw.juh holidays, they mil certainly exhibit an 
incredibly large amount of receipts from third class carnages. 
Indeed it has been rather facetiously remarked by town's peop.o 
that Calcutta become much lighter by reason of tbe ex.t 
Of country pe-tple doting the Doorga Poo,ah holiday,, hu 
then the return or the former to their home from the Moffusstl 
should be ai« when info thc »«««*"»■ On a fair calculation, the 
outgoing number far exceed, the incoming proportion. It 
s hr,u!d also be observed that the list of purchases of the former 
embraces a greater variety of items than that of the latter 
Their fathers, wives, daughters inJ sisters, not to spea 
the male members of the family, being .ib*riU in the 
huuiic, Uie want of each and every one must be supplied. 
Articles for domestic con sumption in a Ifmdoo family are 
ill the greatest requisition, Lixiking-gliuscs, combs, dU 4 y 
or China yefmflHan.(string round the fom*}, setnted 
drug* for ladira' hair, black ponder for the teeth, soap, poma- 
Utm, otto of ro^it, rose water, wax catidiw, *& &&)& jj* 
(toilet box made of tin all shells), silk, thread, wool. carpete, 

spice* of all sorts both for the betel and the kitchen, betel* 

mil*, coeoanut oil for ladies' hair, sugoroandy, altmmds,raifiihii, 

Cabal pomcgrAtiilcfl, Dac^ Smxttptjrrand English rondc </ta» 

$£,■*»%*** MW:Qm* *11^), silk 

chtef», sfflf cloth* Benares embroidered doth, satin and velvet 
caps, bee, howt, tinsel ornaments for the imago, English 
shoes and sundries, constitute the catalogue of thefr purdiaaiHL 
This explains their (colug: into the Bitzar early and accsjunU 
for their extro expendituro cst the score of luxuries and super* 
duitEcs of life, hut the reader should bear in mind that such 
extravagance Ik indulged in only once a year* Generally 
teemed a* these people are fur llidr saving qualities frtigal* 
ample and atetemiou- habits, an mutual departure from the c>- 
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tahiishcd rule is nut unjustifiable. The rich classes ns will 
be evident from what to been said, spend ennmimis sums in 
making their ftishfonJillk purchase* on Ihfc ocx^iort. 

From the foregoing dc? ails it is easy to infer that the 
Doorga Foojah anniversary presses heavily on the limited 
resources of a. Hindoo family, A deli tnan experience* little 
difficulty hi meeting h>? expense:^ but the middling ami the 
humblci' dA«e*, who comprfjet nine^tejith.' of the populttfon, 
ate put to their wif* end to make both ends meet- They are 
sometimes obliged h> sot wit the pecuidaiy aid of their rich 
frien d* to enable them to get over the Dot>r%a difficulty. It 
|* t perhaps, not gcneraEly known that during tbfa popular 
fcsthaJL or rather before it, when ill Bengal is in a state of 
facial and religious fetmenb when money mu l W had by 
fair means or fotil f not a few ini fortunate men, eh Telly liber¬ 
tines and rakes, deliberately commit frauds by forging 
clietjtiLw. droits, and cotes, which evaitiiaLly lead them into th.j 
greatest distress and disgrace, Bc&Edes the high price of 
clothes and of ofi dcscriptiisips of eatables* every family must 
have a month's provision to carry them through the period 
during which no money b forthcoming. 

I had almost Fofguuen k> say anything about the annual 
gratuity which the Brahmins of Bengal obtain On the occasion 
uf this festival. From lime immemorial, when orthrvfox 
Himloobin was in the ascendant, the Brahmins not only ad¬ 
vanced their claims, ns now* to all the oflertngs mode to gods 
or gnUdc5-3 , es, sinnl3 or grout. but established ■ rule that every 
Hindoo, whose circumstances would permit it, should gm- 
them individually, one, two, few, or five Rupees, at the return 
uf this festival. Every respectable Hindoo family, even now* 
a-dsys when heterodoxy is rampant in all the great centres 
of eduemkm, to to give ten, fifteen, twenty-five, or fifty 
Rupees to Rich families give much more. So 

very tensions are die Brahmins of this privilege that even 
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if they cum one hundred Rupees a month by employment 
they will not forego a single Rut** once a year on this occa- 
aioin, seeing they claim it as a birthright. 

These men have studied human nature, but they have 
built their hopes of |xrrrnancnt gain on the basejes* fabric 
of a hollow superstition, which is destined, through the pro* 
gross of improvement, inevitably to fall into decay. It is 
too late to retrieve the huge blunder of laying a false founda¬ 
tion for their gains. 





IX. 

THE KALI POOJAH FESTIVAL. 

N Bengal, next to the Doorga Poojah in point of im¬ 
portance stands the Kali Poojah, which invariably 
takes place on the last night of the decrease of the 
moon, in the month of Kartik (between October and Novem¬ 
ber). She ta represented as standing on the breast of her hus¬ 
band, Shiva, with a tongue projecting to a great length. She 
has four arms, in one of which she holds a scimitar ; in another, 
the head of a gaint whom she has killed in a fight, the third hand 
is spread out for the purpuse of bestowing blessing, while by 
the fourth, she welcomes the blessed. She also wears a neck¬ 
lace of skulU and has a girdle of hands of giants round her 
Joins. To oild to the terrific character of the goddess, she 
t» represented as a very black female with her locks hanging 
down to her heels. The reason ascribed for her standing on 
the breast of her husband, is the following: In a com list 
with a formidable giant called Kuckta Bceja, she became so 
dated with joy at her victory that she began to dance in the 
battle-field so frantically that all the gods trembled and deli¬ 
berated what to do in order to restore peace to the earth, 
which, through her dancing was shaken to its foundation. 
After much consultation, it was decided that her husband 
should be asked to repair to the scene of action and persuade 
her to desist. Shiva, the husband, accordingly came down, 
but seeing the dreadful carnage ami the infuriated counten¬ 
ance as well as the continued dancing of hU wife, who could 
not in her frenxy recognise him, he threw himself among the 
dead bodies of the slain. The goddess was so transported 
with joy that fl) one of her dancing feats she chanced to 
step upon the breast of her husband, whereupon the body 
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nmcd. Struck with innsacnumt she flood nvniunleit fur a 
*Mfe and fiiebjg her g«*e at length discovered that she had 
tripled on Iter huabaitd, The tight at once tutored her 
Feminine modesty. ami site flood *gh» « lh « i ' cJ Bt f* 
unliappy accident To W** , ' cr shamc £? *5 S* £ 

tongue and In dial posture the is worshipped by im 

follow*^** 1 * 

Her black fcnlutes, the dark night in which she »» wor¬ 
shipped, die bloody deeds with which her name is associated, 
the ccmatlea sacrifices relentlessly offered at her altar, the 
terrific form in which she M represented, the tmfctninme and 
warlike posture in which, she stands, and last but noil east, the 
desperate chnraeler of fame of her votaries, invest her name 
with -a terror whieh is witltoul a parallel in the roythidcswul 
legends Of the I Undoes- The author* uf tlie irindot. mit-ho- 
lorv could nut have invented In their fertile imagination ■ 
sanguinary character more singularly calculated to inspire 
lerrorf and thereby extort the blind adoration of an 
popiilute, About seven hundred years ago. a devoted fol¬ 
lower of this goddess, named Agura Bagish, proclaimed 
that her worship rfsuuld be performed in the following maimer; 
The image is to be made, set up. worshipped and destroyed 
,m Lite same night. It is a rthfii or midnight rohjalt on the 
slarlre.,.1 II Iglit or the month, w that nut artngle Wolfram 
outside could know it. He strictly observed Ihw role while 
l,L was alive, and it was said that Rajah Krishnu Chunder 
Roy oT Kishnaghur followed his example for swnn rime. 
Mahon Obftoy Churn Mlttet of Calcutta and Bhobaney Churn 
Mmikcrjce of J ensure also tried to observe the rule prescribed 
alxwv hilt as It has been alleged tin: spirit of secret devotion 
forsook them after a little while . They reverted to the gvncraJ 

• Ti.r 111,..la., aat <mt tbiUkxt'CT «lv» Uifl. sic diodici ^sgr*^ 

• "TllC Intel vt Muons. II iB-ta «>>« * * 

na.lsn, ticiiuu" IM.J. Ou her iliul.l. .hr ten IS* ta-M* * f»“' 

V, sittam 1 ,«* bortirira Kali « tint I d o^piuiJ 
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cual.jni of worshipping tilt goddes. on it,... darkest night in 
K.Fttk inri.i* friends M* muting pantomimic okhitji'im,,. 
Thoiish her I-iMja.it lasts tun one night, the sacrifices of 
f^P nlld t'^tocs are as numerous as those 
Mmt the ataof Boorffa. LUomw times, when hkdatry 
prevailed universally (hroughow Bengal anil religion belief 

eTUtepeojjIc therein was firm and unshaken, the splendour 
I «fcd the ™ohlp or thS BWfas ,va, performed W a, 
^ d fj *“ ve «> that of the Doorga, 

“ nt,nufi to TOunt m 

d ■' “ may r<Jml - ,mc «*,“ SO.-S Mr. 

■■id, how much idolatry prevailed at the time Kt)Lm thf 

STE^ *”«''** fm * ^^l-Wecinnmtuance. 

t ‘t f *? * n,tH3em I*** the Hindoo nuUm. 

> Hmdoomjjaji was ala,,*, extinct ItojiUi Krfdiiin 

SSnlSlf *'™ Immediite *«**»". in the month 
««« to *11 the people ova „ fa m 
• * " 0Irunnl *WlwHty to Weep the A,y„ m fc , tjval a 

^7 —*> - «S 

h u an"t T Seq, “ a * ,h ^- in more than ten 

thousand houses in on C b tfic 2m*t, rt r t.- l 

“'"SinSoS C,Hlld «“ h r L ' b '-' Cn **• lhan 2* titoesanil. 1 ' 

dian ,1 •■ k r D “ >r,rJ ; S " 3t Vr;?,h,lu Krishna, & the guar- 
dian de.fr of many HfcdW who da,It off*, Ih • 8 

to her both In the morning ami evening,* Sevenl nhT^ 

7" S'* 31 "' caWl fedow not ho* to employ Vbetier'T 

dl “ ,c «" her service and ateJL.t \C ^ 

amplt emlrmnient-i to the holv Hl, f a ' ' m " lU * 
a Kali shrine where hm ^ f? 

at tile expense ,jf ,lte founder, the hue "7 ^ *** 

Vdtore. Nearly a hundred and fift., * "' •* 

Wdno, eweM a temple a, a 7 ** **!* ' 

^ Ut,a - m ^ Uf «nd rpent j:t“f 
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lakh of RlipcTC when it iva* first cofMccraled- lie endowed 
it with n largo revenue for in p-nsun.ciii •• import. --that ai:> 
number of religious mendicants who might come there daily 
Mutd K* easily fed In his prosperous days, ih:> ridi lcmta- 
dar fluid *w annual revenue of fifty-two lakh 3 of Rupees to 
Lite East India. Company. Urjfortunately the family Has 
dirt-e been reduced to a stale of poverty, amt tlie temple i: ; 
a heap of ruins. The endowment, Hire most other endowment- 
oi tit is nature, disappeared soon after the death of the founder. 
The Rajah of fttmlwanV endowment of this kind still en¬ 
dure?. and promises to enjoy n longer lease of lift 

Thu name of Kali, be it observed, more extensively 
mod than either that 01 Dv-.rga ar Shiva. Wliencvei a 
Native Regiment is 10 inarch nr set > ut on an expedition the 
rtttfcntypcd acclaim is,— M AWi d/a/icy Jay” u victory to 
mother K,di." When the evening gun h fired in um of tire 
military stations, the almost hi voluntary uxcjttmatfcm ihi 
' JayKah Cilmthi WaUft? Nor I her worship Its- uni¬ 
versal than Her fame. On the night of the decease rrl 
the moon tn Kartik, every family in Rental must worship het 
though in a soruewhiU different j -hapc- Every family, rich 
or poor, Brahmin or Soodar, must celebrate the Lucki nr 
KaH Fuojah before the sacred Reck of dltdu ui paddy, 
which in the estimation of a I1 ituho is a valuable heritage * 
Several incidents connected with this religious festival an: 
worth recording. In the Upper and Central Provinces, as 
in the South of IRndcioatan. it i- called the J 9 <uvi//<v Fe- 
L-val. Though tire image U not set ujt, yet the Hindmv*j)d 
Farsi inhabitants observe the holiday by opening their new 
year's account on that day. Illuminations, firewoHes and all 
sorts of festivities mark the day. To try their luck for Lhc 
oriel year, almost nil Hindoo ineichanb; altd banker-^ Indulge 

1 A #jv i k a imII mtid ku^Ui, wllh whldi Kjairrv tJk 

-nmi ni ilfr hi I ■ -ry fimlly tUa n« wtu-i A * v* p'-'hlif vrhtdii ip 

l!i;ucrv«l With EDli£:ut: qH£ ian ijnc^ht ■,:1 „.e nidi j:-5hLi] i. 
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111 £■*■!! Ming But and r .jrge sums ire sometimes ,*l 

stake on the occasion. In Calcutta, vlutrc gambling Is 
strictly prohibited, the law Is shamefully violated on that 
dark flight 1 his doc? trot imply nuy reflection on the vigi* 
lance of the Police, became the game la carried on nirrqril- 
tiously, The Pirsi merchimu who deal in wint-.i and stores 
tTi. -,v > pen thc;r diopg and treat their European custniiurrii 
free or cost on that particular day. Thtir brethren in Bengal 
are. Imam, not jto liberal to their customer^ simplybeam™ 
It bi not their MW year's (ky, In Calcutta and aJl ova 
Bengal the night is remarkable For illumin.uk,n.* Et*wwk& 
feasting, carousing and gambling. There fa a time-hniinrcd 
ensteun among Ihc people to light bundles of faytdifm at 
faggot-s that night. As h naturally to be expected the dill- 
i[{cn cak<! 11 gnat delight in such pastimes, At the dose of 
til- Fodjafi ;i serv«Ot of the house takes a ur winnow- 

ing Ibn and a stick with which he beak* arid sings ** Had litck 
out ' and « Good luck m."+ 

Kali h also the guardian deity of thieves, robbers thug* 
and such like desperate characters. LUzlune starting on 
iltcir diabolical work, tluy invoke her aid to protect them 
h’ m detection and punishment. The supposed aid of the 
goddess arms them with courage and leads than to commit 
the must atroeiuus crimes. When succe^ful they ernne and 
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offer sacrifice* of goats, spirituous liquors and other thmg% 
muter an impression that the *ui>eriiitcmiiug power of the 
godded lias shielded them from all harm. But the un¬ 
bending rigor .if the British-few ha* almost entirely di^ 
pated the delusion. Many an infamous dacott in Bengal has 
confessed his guilt on the scaffold, lamenting that" AI* K*h 
luul not protected him in the hour of need. The notorinu* 
m R u -Tho Dacoit 1 of Hooghly. whr**e very name terrified a way¬ 
ward* child into sleep, made fearful disekmm* « to the 
originating cause of hi« numerous crimes. S«»me forty years 
ago there lived in Calcutta a very rcsjiccUblc Hindoo gentle- 
man, by name Rajkisaorc Dun. who was a very great device 
of this goddess. Every irnmth. on the last night of the 
decrease of the moon, he, it was said. to set up an 

image of tlii* goddess, and adornod her j»cr*nn with gold 
and° silver ornaments to the value of about one thousand 
Rupees which were afterwards given to the officiating pnc*. 
On the annual return of this grand Poojah in the month of 
Karlik. he used to give the goddess a gold tongue, and deco¬ 
rate her four arms with divers gold ornaments to the cost of 
about three thousand Rupees, and his other expenso amount¬ 
ed to another six or seven thousand* For a number of 
years lie continued to celebrate the Po>juh in the above 
magnificent style, his veneration becoming more intensified 
as his wealth increased. He established a Bank in Calcutta 
called the ** India Bank/' which circulated note.* of its o . n tu 
a considerable amount. A combination was formed among 
a few influential Native*, wh OK names I .am ashamed to 
mention, and a well concocted system of fraud was organised. 
Through one, Dwartay Nath Mittcr. a s^m-in-law of 
R^iki^wc, Company's Paper or Government Securities to the 
amount of about twenty Lakhs of Rupees were forged and 
passed oflT genuine on the public But as fraud succeed* 
, for a short while only, the gigantic scheme was soon dis- 
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covered, and the delinquent was tried, convicted and sen¬ 
tenced to transportation for life to one of the Penal Settle¬ 
ments of the East India Company, where he lived for several 
years to rue the consequences of his iniquitous conduct* 
His eldest son told the writer that his father concealed in a 
wall of one of the rooms of his house Hank notes for 
upwards of a Lakh of Rupees. When the search of the 
Police was over he opened the part of the wall and to his utter 


disappointment found all the notes crumbled to pieces and 
become a small bundle of rotten paper of no earthly use to 
any one, Thus was iniquity rightly punished. No wonder tii.it 
Lhc deep faith of Rajkissore in the goddess Kali did not avail 
him in the hour of danger.. His flagitious career commenced 
by a blind dovotion to hia guardian deity, culminated in a 
gigantic forgery, and closed with transportation and infamy. 

It is generally known that there exists a temple of this 
goddess in the suburbs of Calcutta, which has long been cele¬ 
brated for its sanctity. The place is called Kali Ghat, about 
four miles south of Government House: It is not exactly 
known when this temple was first built. The probable cm* 


jecture is that some three hundred years ago 4 shrewd and 
far-seeing member of the sacerdotal class, observing the great 
veneration in which the goddess was held among the Hindoo* 
of those days, erected a temple to the image and gave the place 
a name after her, the renown of which, as Calcutta grew ( n 
importance, gradually spread far and wide. To perpetuate 
tlie holy character of the shrine, and to consecrate it by 
traditional sanctity, the following story was given out, in the 
truth of which the generality of the orthodox Hindoos have a 
firm belief. In time out of mind, when the Suttee (Doomal 
decoyed herself on ,h,. 7>,W (three edged weapon), one of 
her finger, was said to have fallen on the spot on which the 
temple now stands and in whose recess the priests protend it is 
stffl preserved, lienee the sacred character of the shrine. 
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which ill :ittr.itct> ihmmml-i of devotee* every ycitr &Qif* all 
p-irbs. la poput&f rgiimulion from u .religion 1 * funut M vw.v 
she dues not ylulk! much to Use Juggernaut** nf Orisn, the 
hir-tisshm ■if" Benares, the KrfjhtlA ll»[ndabuu, the UjiiOor 
of Gya.and ihe M.diadeb M Ihtddmauth. Fortunaldy tot the 
she nf the wmpjn, which is in ctosc proximity to thfrmctnopdfe 
ni British India* and until recently was hi the immediate 
tit3i;HLK>iirhood ol the higher* Appellate Court (Suddur 
Ik-w.inuy Adawlilt independently of its bordering on the 
Atfdigwttgn {the original tiered ^rcam of Gnrigc-. it has 
always drawn the wealthiest and jiocwest portftim a the 
Hindoo community- Had the niTring; in gold, silver and m 
kind fallen to the shore of one priest* it i- not too much to 
ilui he would long before this haw been as rich as the Juggm 
Scit (Bunker of the world) of MoorshaiabaU, who was reputed 
to have been worth upwards of fifteen arrtJ of Rupee*. 

Wealthy iHodonSs* when on a visit to Kali Ghat, 
expend Imtn one w fifty thousand Rupees on the worship 
of this goddess, in the shape of valuable > imamcitis, silver 
plate, U Mu -c HwcetmuaU anti food fur a hrge number of 
Brahmin*, and small presents to itumttfcrfft of beggars, 
bciidcj numerous sacrifices of goats sheep and hiifttirisi 
which make the spate before ike temple swim with Mood, 
The flesh of goat, and td>cq> i=> freely Uvqd by die sttlfJ cluss 
t.f Hindoos when offered to Kali and lloorga, hut they 
w iiild ni n -'j il without wuch, an ubhiti jtv. ft :» other'vise 
called brithi or un^uctiSed flesh, which is allege*her t^uife 
Uuflt for the use of a religious Hindoo, But the progress 
of English education ha* made terrible Inroads on the reli¬ 
gious practices, of tfur jicnrple, .if !c*sl of the ri-ing genera¬ 
tion.* The following description of the Kali or 

“ YfjrdnjE BtngHil l« rm lonnrt niNiyiJ with KjIi Glisi tnr'-t \ Itsa 
4m{,•• I>v«4 mt\ In *mm* Lhi - f, lit s*t J. luu; tj.3 -in.1 million 

N m Uu tie* Mankind iwitr?, whicij L c«n aiiilj tij-cufci in 11 U5« 

I iiaji flLll. 
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Pouyih given by Mr. Ward will serve to convey to the 
reader *^»0r hie* of the nature of the (evtivaL 

“ A frw years ago,'* says he, w I went u» the home of 
Kali Sutilnir Hhosc at Calcutta, at the time of the Shyma 
festival, to tlie animals sacrificed to Kali. The 

buildings where the worship was performed were raised cut 
four aide*, with an area in the middle The image was 
placed sit the n>rth end with the face to the south ; and the 
two ’adc room-*, and one of the end rounu oppo»ite the 
Image, were filled with spectators: in the area were the 
aniutaU <kvated to sacrifice, and ul«j the executioner, with 


Kaii Sun cur, a few attendants, and about twenty person* 
to throw the animal down amt hold it in the pod, while the 
Head was cut mT The gnats were sacrifice*! first, then the 
buffaloes, and last of nil, two cur throe rams. In onier to 


secure the animal-., ropes were Tautened round their leg*; they 
were then thrown down, and the neck placed in a piece of 
tvcMxl fastened into tire ground anti open at the top like the 


space betwixt the prongs «»f a fork. After the animal's neck 
wo* fivstcnctl in the wood by n peg which passed over it» 
the men who lurid it pulled forcibly at the hud>, while the 


executioner, with a brood heavy axe cut off the head at one 
Iduw ; the heads were carried in an devoted po<turc by an 
attendant, (dancing i l l he went) the blood running down him 
on oil Miics, into the presence of the goddess. Kali 
Sunkur, at the close, went up to the executioner, took him in 
his arms, and gave him several presents of doth, &c. The 
licatU and blood of the animals, a* well as different meat 
offerings are presente*!, with incantations, as a font to the go,l- 
dess, alter which clarified butter is burnt on a prepared altar of 
T"I Never did I « men so pagerty enter into the 
. tedding of blood, „or lto | think ,„y butchers could 
...matter ontmaL. more expertly. The place literally stt a m 
* Uh UoQd ^ bleating of thc „ ilnah . !jlc num| ^ ^ 
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and the ferocity of the people employed, actually made me 
unwell, and I returned about midnight, filled with horror 
am! indignation.' In the foregoing account, Mr. Wan! has 
omitted to say anything about the nocturnal revelry with which 
the festival i* in most instances accompanied. I have witness¬ 
ed scene» on such occasions, which tire too disgusting to be 
described. Not only the officiating priest and die spiritual 
guide, but all the members of the family and not a fov of 
the guest* partake of Lite spirituous liquors offered to the 
goddess, and in a state of intoxication sing Ritutpr<u*Ai 
songs befitting the occasion. The festival doses with orgies 
»uch are observed in the worship of Bacchus. There are. 
however, a few honorable exception* to the rule, who, though 
they |>cnbrro the worship of this goddess, yet altogether 
abstain from drinking. The goddess. Kali, is thdr guardian 
deity, they worship her daily, but arc known never to touch 
a drop of wine. They attribute to her all the worldly 
prosperity they' enjoy and look to her for everlasting blessed¬ 
ness. Such men have no faith in the common drunken 
motto, " ilfhusr ma BhohiiHct mother Wtobntuy (another 
name tif Kali) i* in the cup,” But the grand characteristic 
of this and similar festival* which ore annually recurring 
It*, as l have already mentioned, M the wine, the fruit and the 
lady fair." 

*• Even bacchamAiam madness has its charms “ 

But to return to the priests of Kali Ghat— As time 
Tidied on, their descendants multiplied to rapidly that it soon 
became necessary to allot a few days only in the year to 
each of the families, am! cut grand occasion*, which are not 
a few, the offertories are proportionately divided among the 
whole set of the sacerdotal class. Thu* It has now become 
a ease of what a Hindoo proverb w> a ptly cxpre**c&; *Thc 
flesh of a sparrow divided into a hundred parts." or infini¬ 
te annul quantifies. 


T 
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God has ij" Constituted man that he can rind little nr no 
enjoyment In a atate tf Inactivity, The proper employ¬ 
ment of tftne. therefore. » esr^tMly necr*^*fy to (he 
progressive dei^efopment £*r our powers ansi faculties the 
noil c 3 ®cfcifi<? of which rtimt need* induce idle vicious 
habfis. No broad h ^weet unless it is earned by the *weal 
< } f ..Ur brmv. The ItttMnni (priests of Kali Ghaut having 
nrj healthy occupation in which to engage their minds, and 
depending for their SUHiETUUicc on a mesons which requires 
tidlher phynical noi tnentaL labor, have inevitably been tod 
to adopt the Epicurean .mode s i life, which say , ,H v*: t drink 
and be merry v This habit is. further confirmed by 

peculiar nature of the religions principles which the worship 
□f this goddess enjoins. Certain texts of the T.iEitra Shafts 
expressly me ulcate that without drinking the mind ri n >1 
property prepared for religious exercise and cantcmphitlort. 
The pcrntckiu* effect* of >mch a |tn>nstrou> tactrih* -ire iufft- 
cicntly obvious. It has ktn said thnt not only the men bur 
the women also are In the habit of drinking. Aa a necessary 
confluence the vicknib practice has not only enervated their 
minds hut i node their 4 wealth ainad uiid their want great-" ili*- 
putes often nrrie between the worshippers and die priiinU of Lhc 
temple rrapeering the offering* and the proper hi virion of 
the same, the latter often claiming? the lion - pharc which the 
farmer are unwilling to submit to. Gross lies are soTnrdlmc# 
told in the presenceof the goddess In orckf to secure to the major 
portion 'f the offering - in the interest* or the worshippers— 
an expedient which tile notorious rapacity of the officiating 
brahmin* intfjersLtiydy demand* Surrounded by im almost 
phere densely impregnated with the miasm of n false rtsli- 
ghm anil a corrupt moraliLy* the ennobling thought uf a true 
God and the moral accountability of man never enters their 
mind*. Thu chfef mill atari bfj ; lhck Ufe fiT to fmp<Km:cm 

the credulity ul lUtir hlind vuliniis, aiicl thereby pander to 
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therr imtedfowed dcsins *nd *dfWh -ratification. Kuc can 
they rise to a Wgfytt and JJOTW fplfes Of W& fiiit 

their childhood i h Are nurtured hi the cos Ain cf en 

Ignorance. indolence and profligacy* Who can contemplate 
die ciTii'i*- of their Impure orpins ■ fii iht-eighth, ninth, iinir- 
te^th and fifteen nights of dm inc«A« and drcrcaw of tire 
mtjOli u.ilhmit being remind, d of ;h*vUiimML ufth® Greek>:’ 

If »^ihtfr^&hted man hereto visit the holy -brittc .n Kah 
Ghat on one of thee nights.!!* wuuld doubtless be shocked at 
the unrestrained debauchery that run, ri.;! in' the name ^ 
^ligw>n, The temple, m- Iks than the private dr.midk- of tin- 
priests, present** an uninterrupted -cent of bacchanalian revet- 
n , winch is unspeakably abominable, Men deprived of a 
r,i *h*me, and women of decency' and morality, mingle 
in the raveb, an.! the resile H that .til the cherished 
tmtfons of the better pan of humanity ant at once put to 
High! It i» painful to reflect that notwithstanding the pro¬ 
gress of enlightenment in the great centre of Indian dGli 
■ation, people still drug to the adoration of a blcod-thinuy 
guddc?* and to the support of a depraved cbhSS of priest* 
The sacrifice; uf goat, that arc daily ofibred before the altar 
, ,f Kali bein’; too mime rails for local consumption, arc sold U* 
unhide cuafumern much in the ^ifU 1 manner as fruits and 
vegetables arc brought fiom the neighbouring villages into 


*-met in Mi JW&PMjWt 
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ihc mark.-: On Saturday the /tale ia, larger than >m th^ other 
week 4a) s because that night ie specially dedicated to Uit- 
™ h ‘P nr Bacchus, Sunday aflaMJn« n respite from w«.rfc 
Bi:j the sale of Kali Glut gtsi incut has of late beer* much 
Interfered. 'Hi3i by the establishment t>f rival rlurfiac^ in 
evera! parts of Calcutta. who* a pound ;i \ Q be had far 
thre* amuts, The <nvricr, (mo tly prostitutes and drunkardfi! 
of these p eijtlc^HJdcs^es. vu^&rh- Cftllnl^'*; m butcher 
Kah.’Sacrifice one nr two g*U4t* every morning without arir 
ccrcmiojjy, except tin Saturday when the number is doubled 
to meet increased requirement* TTul% a nqjpl&r and prom 
irtbSe butcheris trade is open!) carried on in die name of the 
Euddt--. *in! the pntfAhiy of the Sal-fi, Hindoo fed mj 
religious *cn*ptes in using the meat which is ituui sanctified. 
The comparative case with which tTcsili is now obtained m 
Calcutta Ij.ls t'.ndt-i, u n y small decree, to encourage haliit-a 
of drinking among n proverbially obstttttti.uis i ±cc of m;-n : 
d being !be popular fmpic±skm that meat neutral hies the 
uiTc-.U fif ftpImuOUli Nepery* 

afany Kiia^; of Knit winch Ilivc from time (• time l*.i:ti 
see up fa and stout Calcutta, wtensiWy forrdigiuus hut prac, 
tiaiUy far k^nlai purpose^ in imitation f the unrh-dUcil p r <> 
tntype at Kah Ghat* have acquired imenviabit celebrity, xml 
beat made sub^nlctiE an a source of fneomu to the owner 
and the officiating priest*, who fatten on the offering* matte m 
die goddess in the *hap* of money and pmyisfona Thw, far 
injtam*, the Sitil/auttrn or Kaliflf Kimtedlub cbmins .j few 


*32: St = 

WrttdUrt* <fcUj*Ub* nffl 1..n C fc!jt Si 
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Rupees daily from such Hindoos a* are carried to the river- 
aide 10 breathe ihcir laJt. independently of the small precepts 
made at all hour* of the day, especially ill the morning and 
evenings when the crowd .ti -:-jtiL! t. L s_ It 1 * amusing to wh- 
serve the complaisance -v^ith which a Brahmin gbps a ctmsu- 
crated BULtpuiim or fluwer to a devotee in. return fur a Rupee 
i do. A shrird Brahmin like the ancient :t man-i > di . ^ 

laughs fn hift almvej ;it such stupidity. 

A Sanskrit proverb sap that a merit tu-lmi^ work 
endures Ii keeps alive The m me nr' the founder* ami 
tfiis vanity liimL-lu:s the. sirongat stimulus' to the endow¬ 
ment of works of a religkiui character, liticI of .public 
utility. It is, however, h painful fact that the nature and 
character of sueU endowments is, in most coirs, Lunentahly 
wanting in the dement nf stability. Two *rr three gener¬ 
al ions after ihe death of the founder, the substance of the esiare 
being impaired, the family 15 reduced to a state of poverty, the 
surviving member*, often a set of demorali^d idlers, ilejicnd 
far their support on the usufruct of the Dtybafrs^ originally 
set apart fn* exclusively religious purpOfSCft, ami placed 
beyond the reach of taw. In these days the offdhooLn of 
many families arc absolutely dependent on Lhb sacred fund 
for their subsistence, and the oan sequent naturally f* that 
the osttlirwnwmt h frittcitd away and the w -rk itself inevi¬ 
tably falls into decay. Thus In process of time both die 
fund and the founder's name pass into utter Ctbliviort,* 

‘Hie following account given by Mr. Ward about the death 
of a devotee in this godded wilt not be mr In tv reeling, In 
the year I tkx), Trfgonu < ojrrcamcc, ^ vyukiavwdhnottf, died 
at Kali Ghat Lti die following mail tier- Til fee (lays before 
his death, he dug 4 grave near hL hut, in a, place surrounded 
hy three ;ri tiw wees which lie himself had planted. In the 
evening In? placed a lamp in the grave, in which an offering 

* f« *11 KAtiQl t4 Ute JSS*£f, «T Silk I>. 
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of flesh, greens, rice, dtc, to the shxkalii was made, repeating it 
the next evening. ‘Hie following day he obtained from a rich 
native ten rupees worth of npirituous liquor., ami Invited a 
number of mendicants, who Eat drinking with him tilt twelve 
at noon, when he asked among the spectators at what hour it 
would be full moon ; being informed, he went and sat in his 
grave, and continued drinking liquor*. Just before the lime 
for the full moon, he turned hb head towards the temple of 
Kali, and informed the spectators that he had emne to 
Kali Ghat with the hope of dicing the goddess, not the 
image In the temple. He had been frequently urged b> 
different persons to visit the temple, hut though he had not 
assigned a reason for hi* omission, he now asked what he 
was to go and mtc there a temple ? He could see that from 
where he was. A piece of stone made Into a face, or the 
silver funds? He could ace stone* and diver any where 
else. He wilted to see the goddess herself, but he had 
not, in this body, obtained the sighL However, he had 
still a mouth and a tongue, and he would again cal) upon 
her; he then called out aloud twice, “Kali? Kali 3” ajll | 
almost immediately died probably from excessive intoxi¬ 
cation. The spectators though Hindoos (who m general 
despise a drunkard;, considered this man as a great iaint 
who lad foreseen his own death, when in health. He hail 
not less than four hundred disciples. - 

Hie various causes which have hitherto conspired to 
impart a sanctity to thin famou* temple are gradually waning 
in their influence, but it will be a very long time before the 
mlmli of the mav. of the ["--ople are completely purified in 
the crucible of true Rctfeion, before .vhich .upenthiou ami 
fwicstcroft must vanish into air. 



X. 

THF. SARA.SWAT I I’OOJAFL 

S AKASWATI is the Hindoo goddo oflearning. She 
is icprcsentcd a* seated in a water lily and playing 
on a lute. Throughout Bengal her worship b cele¬ 
brated with more or less pomp nn the fifth day of the increase 
of the moon, in the Bengali month of Mag ha or Falgoon 
(February). A* the popular Shastra* reckon the commence¬ 
ment of spring from this date, the people, especially the 
young and gay of both sexes, put on bastiH'e* or yellow 
garments, and indulge in all sorts »>f Ion merriment, manifest¬ 
ing a depraved and vitiated taste. 

Every Hindoev, young or old, who is able to read and write, 
observo this ceremony with apparent solemnity, abstaining 
from the use of fish on that day as a mark of reverence to 
the goddess The worship is performed cither before an 
image of the goddess, or before a j»cn, ink-bottle and ^*ti 
(manuscript), which arc symbolically regarded as an appro¬ 
priate substitute for the Image. Tire officiating priest, after 
reading the prescribed formula and presenting rice, fruits, 
sweetmeats, flowers, &c, directs the votaries of the goddess 
to stand up with flowers in their ha mb and repeat tile 
usual service, beseeching her to bestow on them the bless¬ 
ings of learning, health, wealth, good luck, longevity, fame, 
See. Apart from its idolatrous feature, it h a rather strange 
night to -tee a number of youths, after going through the 
process of ablution and changing their clothes, stand up 
before the goddess in a body, and in u devotional spirit ad¬ 
dress her in prayer for the blessings above enumerated. Even 
ajuart from its superstitious character, it b decidedly objection¬ 
able «/it lltc mjuic of its jmrcly ocular tendency, ,n it 
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n«i .illusion whatev er to the primary object of all pray 
er. r/;. f the atonement and partial) of dn ami the -alvatmn 
of the soul an element in which the religious ceremonies of 
the Hindoos arc singularly deficient. 

“ Lif« u ital, life u cainoL 
A««l d* jrave w oc« tt* g-j*! t 
•|»wt Ihua »n, 'Otluiu return?*!, 
r vA tpokm of jhr »mit.'* 

It tvu» reported of Sir William Junta tlmt when lie 
studied Sanscrit, he used to place on tire uhl* a metal image 
of this goddess, evidently to please his Pandit Let it not 
be Inferred from thi. that he advocated the continuance of 
idolatry ; tar from it, btn even in apjxjarancr to acquiesce in 
homage to an idu] made of day and straw if to h ithhold from 
the Must High the reverence, gratitude and obedience due 
to Him alone. The early formation of * prayerful habit 
divested of any iduUtrou. feature will always exercise a 
healthy religious influence on the mind in maturer year*. 

In every-r/r^/to/x or school, the brahmin Pundit and 
his pupils worship this goddeas with religious strictnes*. 
The Pwidit •etting up an image. taritca alJ hi* fuimnn. neigh- 
tvnxring friends and acquaintance* »m this t-ccuitem. Every 
one who attends rnrnt make a present of one or a half Rupee 
to the goddess, and returns home with the hollo* benedic¬ 
tion of the Brahmin. To so miserable a strait have the learn¬ 
ed fun,hts been reduced of late years, that they- anxfothdy 
‘* k anniversary of this festival as a small 

hur.cst of gain to them, as the authoritative minister* of 
the goddess. They make from fifty to one hundred Rupees 

; >XAr b " fh ,° ******* of this Poajah, which keep, them 
for six month,; should any of their friends fail Z makfi 

the usual present to the goddess, they arc sure to coo* and 
demand it re a right* an J 

UU the Or** 4ks , u,«.« k cteu’h"! 

'•*** C*n«*iirAi 10 smxL«i. 
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Females are not allowed to take ,t part in lire worship of 
this goddess simply because the great lawgiver of the coun¬ 
try has denied them this privilege. They, however, now^S 
days read and write in fgite of the traditional prohibition* 
but are religiously forbidden to aay shed prayer before t he 
goddess, though Jibe is herself an embodiment of tltdr *cx 
It is quite chriuiis that feelings of lamentable debasement 
ari^ in thdr heats at the annual recurrence of this festival 

strongly reminding them ol lire unhealthy, muj.mnal • •*- 
dinance of their great. lawgiver. 

The day fallowing the Ponjah. the women are not per 
mined tu eat any frtsh prepared urtkhr of food, but rnu*l 
saludkd with itak, cold things such as boiled rice and boded 
pease with a few vegetable*, totally abscaintng froEQ iialft, 
which they canno t do without on any other day. Taking place 
on the sixth flay of the tacreaiie of thu moon, tbia part of the 
festival is calkd Stiui SMatfki M enjoining *lre ua?oFcold hnnl 

Ah .1 mark of homage to the goddess, tin: Hindoos do 
not read Of write on that day. Hence the day Is observed 
as a holiday in public and mercantile offices where the 
derks are mostly Hinduos. Should any necessity, arise tbty 
write in red ink, as alt the inkstand-t in the household arc 
washi^d out and placed before the goddess for annual Conse¬ 
cration. They are, however, not prevented from attending 
to seen I nr friuities* on this Oceanian. Unlike the sanguinary 
character of the iVmiahs of 1 >oorgu and Kali, no bloody sacri¬ 
fices are offered to this gentle goddeaa, but as regards nufe 
mem merit, the one in question does not farm on exception 
to the others. Revelry and unbecoming mirth are the grand 
dwraeleristjir- of this as indeed of almost every other Himb* ? 
festival. It r> sickening to reflect how indecency and im- 
morality are thus unhluihuigly countenanced under the sacred 
immeof religion. 
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Loose women celebrate this festival, and keep up dan- 
cing and singing all night in a bestial state of intoxica¬ 
tion to the utter disgust of ail sober-mind.nl men. The 
Moharajah of Rurdwan used to expend Urge sums of money 
on this occasion, engaging the best dancing girl* «>f the metro¬ 
polis and illuminating and ornamenting his palace in a 
splendid style, besides giving entertainment to his English 
and Native friend*. Vast multitudes of people from Calcutta 
- rosort to liis palace and admire the profuse festoons of 
flowers and the yellow appearance of everything; indicative 
o t ie a \ent of spring, a season which, according to popu- 
r notion, (tnjtes the mind to indulge in licentious mirth, 
t is n to enumerate larther the many obscenities prac¬ 
tised In songs and actions on this occasion. 





XI. 
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the annual commemoration of this popular festival 
I&J in Bengal, which is analogous to the English 
* Harvest home,” tlur people in general, ami the 
agricultural classes in particular, manifest a gleeful appearance, 
indicative of national demonstrations of joy and mirth. It 
hikes place in the Bengalee month of Petti or January, fol¬ 
lowing immediately in the wake of the English Christmas and 
New year's day. With the exception of the upper ten thou¬ 
sand, almost all men, women und children alike participate 
in the festivities of the season, and for three succeeding day* 
arc occupied In rural pastimes and gastronomical enjoyment 
The popular cry on this occasion, is—” Awy*t* t Bowntt, fora 
dt<u, pittaiy, Mat, ihavnut? " the Pous or Mak.tr Sankrantt is 
come. let three days be parsed in eating cakes and rioe," 
accompanied by a supplementary invocation to the goddess 
of Prosperity (Lukshmcc) that she may afford her votaries 
ample stores so that they may never know want. As the 
outward manifestation of this internal wish, they tic all their 
chests, boxes, beddings, the earthen cooking pots in the 
kitchen, as well as those in the store-house containing their 
food grains, and in fact every movable article in the house, 
with shreds of straw that they may always remain Intact. The 
origin of this festival is involved in obscurity, but tradition 
says that it sprung from the general desire of the people 
engaged tn agricultural pursuits to celebrate the last day of 
Pius, and two succeeding days in eating what they mcv«t 
relish, cakes of all soils, to their hearts’ content, after having 
harvested ami gathered their corn and other food grain*. 



i //£ ft S n KI /. !>/•- C'l 


vvltfch form the main ^tafT of llfcir IrfVr, WFutcver may have ^ 
bcffl the flrigfa of this fetflva!* it i= evident that it deny nut 
cure Its CXiatente like incut o tlicr Hindoo festival*, (a priiSt-* 
eraft, Th* fiiej h good .nid the tendency obedient* After 
r*titif! and gathering the fruits ..if their labour on ivliLh 
drpend list wily their Individual solid id ti tee thmugluvui the 
i 'jt, but tiu? general pimpc-iity of the cuuntry hy the deve- 
loprrmu of (tl resource*. die hiisbiirulmcn are well entillol to 
Iny a-i.le. for a short while, the ploughshare, and taking 
three day;* re*t 4f>tuid them in ruml amusements and 
Juvdvnlci amid their domestic circle AU Uik tciKh. in no 
umaJI degree so awaken and revive dormant feelings of lov* 

.ind fnittitEimcii by mutual exchange uf invitations as well id 
oi gt>c*l rdlainhipL Their Incessant toil In the field during 
the seven previous rootith*. thdr Intense anxiety on the score 
of weaUu-T, carefully noting, though not with the scientific 
precision of the meteorological reporter, deficient and plets- 
veous rainfall, and apprehending the destructive October gule, 
wtieai the ears of com are almost fully develops, ifrefr con- 
■iiunt watchfulness for the provenlkm of theft und the dutnic- 
t:mi of the crops by caUEc, their limbing Urging out of 
kmubhssame and useless plums and .-assay gtaa® smtietinm* 

1 -. a ding in marjhy swamp or min; knee deep, anil thdr inc^v 
sani flnatict y for the dm: payment of rent to the 7-cmjndar. or 
perha p5 of interest to the rekn tlcss m oney k i klcr, arc svwrzn x 
nf uneasiness that do mt a l low them a moments pcare of 
miruL Should they, by- way of relaxation, cense to work tor 
three days in the >w, they are not to be bhmed for kerness 
upmenes* The question of * good harvest kof * uc h 
immense Importance to an agricultural country like India, 
shat when the gad, Ram Ghundcr, the model king; visited hi* 
aibjcctf m Oude. the first ihuig hr acked them wnL about the 

*#* <* W* ««**> **& 8 m enquiry was. Jmmbly 
creU. his mind wttset ai nan* and he cheerfully un/oldc* 
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to them tile scheme of his future Government.* Physically 
mid practically airuufcfvd, temporary cessation fra in labor 
i indispensable tu recruit tin- energy of the rrdutiMed mime 
of body, ami pmmutc ilie normal vigar of tmtill So m 
whatever light this nnt;-’md jrtbikae i-. regarded, socially, 
morally 01 scientifically, it is productive of beneficial results, 
uUiiruudy cutttrjbmiug to Ulo augmentation of the rnuteml 
prosperity erf the bud 

Some of my countrymen of a fasKfdiotis taste look upon 
this festival as a puerile arul frmlHh cntcrt-xinmcnl, Ijccaitsc it 
{Kisscss-L- no dignified featurc to commend it to thnij atten¬ 
tion, hut they should consider Lhat it is free from the idola¬ 
trous abomination a and rank obscenity by which mini of 
the Hindoo festivals arc cistnttertstid, independently of its 
having a tendency Lu promote the innocent mirth iini l gyne- 
rai hilarity oT the masse*, wlu^n c-.ifUcriiimMtl is ihc bed test 
of ,i good government and . if a generous Untied ari-itocracy, 

So popular hi this festival amongst the people that the 
Mussulmans have a common ’■ayitig to the effect, ihiit thdr 
£ - ii\ Hat mi and Sftnv-t-luirai —three of their create at 
national festivals—arc Liu match for the Hindoo /'-m 

Our children and women in the city* whose minds 
are so largely tinctured with an instinctive regard fur 
all Jfcsiivttic^ shore to the general excitement. On 
this occasion, exchange of presents of sweetmeats, 
cloths, jaggery, ghee, flour, oranges, cereals, cocoonutv, 
balk of concentrated milk, vvgctuhk^, rt|i lcc-w. sugar, a], 
mnndiu rakin>, etc, are matte between rclativef in order 

(il-JiiV, il I Li, 'ir-.; "[*!-- - lryn' 17,1 fTjr Nall* - ’ Ml Th-%t itlC 

oewjt™^! “ ■VjwjhrnV in itii ^nijiuc <.f JUm la ttirtfigmaiu with « 

^i’l foiuiy Tittae , -i.Wi ^--'■% uiohm 7,1 I hurm ^ r-mir; itvfr pr^ilr 
in -1 1 - infzncj- ni ■ - i-r' y AliJn : nn Urnitir tint il* r^ndaid ;.1 m -■!il 
«■ 1 1 1«tl Oltj tSfLlVtirti, itn[ I he TtuU- ttf whlrt tiun rrnj,'vr-l wHWnt W in^rm . 
d * ^r*ioa, It* ffcgin ^I'slwip htJ whA nn AiumJsirt 

tnjjrrj*. Th» wind* of it* wofit* wm frw iniji tfuxt *cfn atit^ Mitjfjtibil, 
til I act iVbffj^ mu « complm iJhniiiy ufintemiij bei*imit Uu* nilm in [A Us^mlutl 
TLi'- t’.'i'jU tou *shir -it ,‘>.flirriUi-rht to,' hnpp«ifl*i Jtul 1 ti£ jitiigjfl; 

itilil ria^c f i eU! .-Ti{Ufit«tmU Vi nirty |[iii«ijrrf ilw x^WEtm. 
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that they may Ik- enabled to solemn!* the cake festival 
W.'th the greatest Mat. In respectable families, the women 
cheerfully take the trouble of making these preparation!. 
Instead of trusting them to their female cooks, because 
male cooks arc no adepts in the art So nicely are these 
Cakes made and in such variety, that the late Mr. Cock¬ 
erell. a highly respected merchant of this City, used every 
year to get on assortment from his Baboo and invite hit 
friends to partake of them : and notwithstanding the pro- 

«r),.a| differences of taste, there are few who would not 
relish them. 

Tlte hoy, in the many pitshdiis or primary school, 
around Calcutta, annually keep up this festival in a splendid 
»fylc. The-more advanced form themselves into a band 
or songsters, and. attended by bands of musicians with all 
the usual accompaniments of flags, staves, etc. proceed in 
procession from their respective schools to the (rank of the 
nver Bhagiruttce, singing rhythmically in a chorus alt the 
ha) in praise of the holy stream, and of her powers of salva¬ 
tion in the present Kali iron age. When they reach 

r c ' ,ma1 ' 0 " t *' c - P uur f° rt b their songs most vociferously. 

■ ' tn * P°fo ,m •I’* usual ablutions and return home 
n the same manner as they set out from the Pitshilli, regard 
tng the performance as an act of great merit. 






XII. 

THE HOU FESTIVAL. 

Tgym ] IE annua! return of this festival in honor of the god 
m SI Krishna, excites the religious feelings and superstitious 
■““frenzy of the Hindoos not only in Bengal but also in 
Orissa, Bombay, and in the Upper Provinces of India. From 
time immemorial, it has continued to exercise a very great 
influence over the minds of the people at large, »o much that 
what the Holi festival is in the Upper Provinces, the Doorga 
Poojah U in the Lower Provinces of Bengal, being by far 
the most popular and demonstrative In all their leading fea¬ 
tures. Though originally and essentially a Hindoo festival 
of a religious character, dedicated to the worship of a Hindoo 
god. it has subsequently ussumed a jubilant pha^e, drawing 
the followers of a different creed to its ranks; hence not a few 
Mussulmans in Upper India observe it in a secular sense, 
quite distinct from its religious aspect or requirements. 

In Bengal it is called Dole Jattra , or the rucking of the 
image of Krishna on its throne. It occurs on the day of the 
full moon in the Bengal Ice month of Falgoon or March, at 
the vernal equinox,—a season or the year when all tile ap¬ 
petites, passions and desire* of the people arc supposed to 
be more or less inflamed, and they naturally seek outlets of 
gratification. In the Upper Province* it is known by the 
name of Halt, or festival of scattering fhag or red powder 
among friends and others. On the previous night Lhc 
[xciple both here and in the Upper Provinces bum 
amidst music the effigy of an uncouth straw image of a 
giant named Maydhasoor, who caused great disturbance among 
the gods and goddesses in their hours of meditation and pray- 
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w. To put 3 stop to thi* unholy molestation the god 
Naraya* or Krichru destroyed the giant by means of his 
matchless ralar ami skill, and thus restored pour in heaven 
as well as on earth. To commemorate this glorious achieve¬ 
ment, the image of the above giant is annually burnt on the 
night previous to the HoH festival. 

The religious part of the ceremony. Irrespective of Its 
idolatrous element, is performed in accordance with die ori- 
B mal rules of U.e Hindoo ritual, which are free from ail kinds 
of abominations. But the great body „f the people, lacking 
the vital principle of a pure and true faith and following the 
impulse 01 unrestrained appetites, have gradually sunk Into, 
the deptlw of corruption,—the outcome of impure imagi- 
nalronsandof a vitiated taste. !„ Bengal, the observance 

Z o 15 fCS,,Val u not ‘I'^cterised by anything Uutt is vlo- 
cn y opposed to the social amenities of life. Notwithstand- 
caturet] phases and multitudinous requirements 
the I linduo creed, the peculiarities of this festival ate main- 
> confined to the worship of the household image, and the 
entertainment of the Bndimins and friends. Daubing the 

stall " ' :U “ r ’ ,r " h ,,:d I"«-der In on citliet dry or liquid 

wltl ,h .:' nfim{r , t,0nl:S d “ cr ‘|dive of the sports of Krishna 
»lth the milk-maids fa the grove of Brindabun. form the 

^nstnuent element* of the festival in Bengal. Offering* of 
ri«, fruits and sweetmeats ate made to the god. and its body is 
also smeared with red powder by the officiating priest, so os to 

. ’! ° nc thjt of it3 followers. At the dose of the cere- 
>. ntc of purification U performed, which restores the 
" " p,c “ "f *toncor metal—to its normal purity. 

I_ .* ni ' , '^ ,lrU ‘V fact that in this festival, no urn 

,h ° ly h * ilh ~ ■* ^ or thrown 

^T’’« b ‘' nvariabl> ' ,hc *■* *•«* 

pcorile of B n l" * :e " cra,1 > - worshipped by the 

ffi»- Krishna, in whose honor this festival fs 




THE IIQLJ FESTIVAL 


\6\ 

celebrated. has many form*; one o( which generally consti¬ 
tute* the hmischold deity that i* worshipped every morning 
and evening by the hereditary pricn with all the solemnity 
of a religious service. A Hindoo who keep* nn image of 
this god is esteemed more in a religious point of view than - 
one who is without it. In the jxtpular estimation he escapes 
many censures to which a godless Hindoo is often exposed. 
Nor is thi> at all singular. An orthodox Hindoo who offers 
up Jus daily prayer to his tutelar deity is at least more con¬ 
sistent In hi# principles, which, as Confucius very justly sAjrs, 
means Hcavfch. than one who is tossed about by a wavering 
faith in the indistinguishable whirl of life. 

The festival of Dole Jattra or Holt in Bengal, commenc¬ 
ing on the day of the full moon, varies, however, in its 
observance as to the day on which it is to be lietd. Some 
celebrate it on the first, some on the second, and some again 
on the third, fifth, seventh, ninth day of the dark phase of the 
moon. Generally Vaishnaws, or the followers of Krishna, 
observe It, though in some eases, the Saktos,—the followers 
of Doorga and Kalli—also celebrate it No bloody sacri¬ 
fices arc offered on the occasion. Apart from the religious 
merit attributed to the ceremonial, it is comparatively a 
tame and undemonstrative affair in the Lower Provinces of 
Bengal when compared with thr sensational excitement with, 
which it i# celebrated in the Upper Provinces, In Orissa 
too, it is kept up with great eclat before the shrine of Juggur- 
nauth and its environs. Thousands and lens of thousands 
of pilgrims from a great distance congregate there tin thi* 
occasion and offer their oblations to the “ stumped" lord of 
the world. When the inhabitants of Bengal talk of their 
most popular festivals, they pronounce almost involuntarily 
the UoU and Dwrgutsub, but the latter has long since com¬ 
pletely eclipsed the former. Morally, socially and intellec¬ 
tually the enlightened Bengalee* are assuredly the Athenians 

w 
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of Ilindooitan. Their growing intelligence and refined 
taste, tlic outcome of English education—have imbued 
them with a healthier ideal of moral exedlenrts tlian any 
Other Ncction of the Indian population throughout tlic length 
and breadth of the land (the Parsis of Bombay excepted). 
It is owing to the influence of this superior moral nense 
that the)' do not abandon themselves to the general corruption 
of manner* obtaining in Upper India during the Hell 
festival. 

FooU make a mock at sin” Is a scriptural proverb v\ hfch 
Is especially applicable to the inhabitants of the Upper Pro¬ 
vinces on the annual return of this festival. Unlike their 
>rcthrcn in Bengal they pay greater attention to the secular 
than to the religious part of the ceremony. A few days 
before the Ilo/t, as if to enkindle the flame of a national 
demonstration of a sensational character, they return to the 
low. obscene old ballads which constitute a notable feature 
of the ceremonial Week after week, day after day, and hour 
after hour, they pour them out almost as spontaneously as a 
bird, because they have a perverse propensity for the indul¬ 
gence of impure thoughts, and rude, profane mirth, which is wn 
outrage on common decency and a scandal to a rational being. 
Notwithstanding the vigilance of the Police and the stringency 
of the I enul Code*, these ragamuffin* stroll along the public 
streets In bands, dance antics and sing obscene songs with 
impunity, simply because the major portion of the Native 
constables come from the same lower strata of society. Of 
course before a European they dare not commit the same 

•L f hr ? Id a ^ ucJ< * ess female, even old and infirm, chance 

omc in t dr wa), they unblushingiy assail her with a 
volley Of scurrilous and insulting epithets much too gross 
o be tolerated by a rational being having the smallest 
modicum of decorum about him. To give a specimen of 
the songs, vulgar as they unquestionably wouM * 
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an act of unpardonable profanation. Even in the Bum 
Bazar of Calcutta, where the Up-country Hindoos mostly 
reside, excesses and enormities arc committed, even in the 
full blaze of day, which alike belie reason and conscience, 
and ignore the divine part of humanity. Mirth, music 
and melody do not form the programme of their amuse¬ 
ment, but a feverish excitement, originating in lust 
and leading to criminal ex c e s ses, is the characteristic of the 
scene. If a sober-minded man were permitted to examine the 
Cash Book of a country liijuor shop, he would most assuredly 
be struck with the enormous receipts of the shopkeeper 
during the festive days on this occasion. Bacchanalianixn 
in all its most detestable forms reigns rampant in almost 
every home and purlieu throughout the Upper Provinces. 
Every brothel, every toddykhannoh, every grog shop, is crowd¬ 
ed with customers from early morning to dewy evening and 
later on. An almost incessant volume of polluted and pollut¬ 
ing outcries rises to the skies from these dens of dn, smirch¬ 
ing anil vulgarising the brilliant ideals of a holy festival. 
The endless chanting of obscene songs, the discontent notes 
of the inebriated songsters almost tearing their throats in 
excessive vociferations, the harsh din of music, their frightful 
gesticulations and contortiuns of the body, their frantic 
donee, their dithyrambic fanaticism in which every sense of 
decorum is lost, their horrid looks rendered tenfold more 
horrid by reason of their smearing their bodies with red 
powder, the pestiferous atmosphere by which they are encom¬ 
passed, and their reeling posture and bestial intoxication, all 
conspire to make them “ mock at sin. ** Nor is this to be 
wondered at. The lives and example? of the Hindoo gods 

* When thi Ice Mr THumwn, (It* LnimnffiiilCi<ntn'<i 11/ thn X'utli- 
Wolcn I'tarlflca, vkiml [iauin. tlta Ut litttv.I city ( lioty thrills lutl Iwly 
fealty timing foiii*!. Iif adtsiurJ in tiitltipskm, "•♦ui 

■cam »i« enacted »jui CngHtfb) crunrv |«rp«taud iti th* turn* 'i trj 

ntkuull l*inp ctfwM-: .1/ jiiunt ml .dUlann tu^i/mttuU. lUe riuuudni 

n^TLtrutaut. art itU tti *at>jccu Jt * LolUm. “ 
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n ’ c3surc ' *°uMed the character Q jr their 
fiUoros: -skua fa tsprcsnnt«| *, decline to t 

at he Would Jwt «i|Jt tIle merit of his fcaj* for the mti. 
F^t,™ Of iCT ,mitral p^ion; Brahma ,, burning witfL 

“ h ’ 3 Kri*h ra M |wi„ rtha , f , uf 

sendin-' 1,"^™^ " i3h ''' rm «" and stealing his dother, ra d 

can-in-1 •"’ fnm< * W>dI ’ ,slJ,iRi ‘o 'tie regions of tom,cm tiv 
to inter a Wsdlood . |ndM amJ Qm ^ -g 

,bcwiv “ ol ,hdr **■* goides" 
mdXTh “““ *** *“**■ of ** Hindoo 
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are W r' ° iVWt lfl1 ’ *= more respectable elaii « 
imijut ft ( %, ,k " ; hun w fojmj^dpalJng with tiw 

(Kipuioce in th* * JC|«P^ nJc^ltr. « , J #- V , 

Jiu* *w,; ■ -i . 1 uruhscipIincrJ pasajems 

a* isssst is.. 

lh _, W S? d ° "'" tXpu4c in the highu 

tlKybelrar their ctmcuufacnne- .. , ’ 

Own dwellings. They ,ul»ti.o t h “ U) U, ' ir 

ftr^fMttiotolinuot, L , T Um snd bllansr {liattp) 
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CASTE. 

he dial!ncuan of caste is flavor* into rhv very tex¬ 
ture nf Hindoo society. In whatever light it 
i* ctinsklcretl* religwHidy, morally* or sudaHy, it 
must be admitted that This abnormal syaton fa calculated 
to perpetuate the ignorance and degradation of the 
rate among which it prevails, It is itsdts* to enquire 
when and by whom \l was founded. The Ilindixj 
Shastras do not agree 'as to this noinl, but it ia obvious 
lu conclude that It must have originaied in a dank age when 
a pmtirJ and selfish priesthood, in the exercise of its sacer- 
dotal functions* Imposed art the people this galling yoke of 
rdigfoiis and social icrvituita Even the ruler* of the land 
were not exempt foam iu b net'll! influence. They were as 
much subject to the prescribed rules of their order -is the 
common people. Calculating on tile Implicit and unques¬ 
tioning obedience of men to their authoritative injunction?, 
a scheming hierarchy established a tin!versa! sy ttfccttg the 
dcmemJIxiiig effect* of which are perfmpv without i parallel 
iii the armah of human ^pddy. The capacity and culture 
of mar;' , intellect wn$ ah&mefulty uiu!cr*tvqtiin.ded when It 
was oitpcctetl that such an artificial order, so preposterously 
mi suited to the interest* of humanity ansi io the advancement 
of civilization* should for ever continue to Influence the life 
and destiny of unborn generation. 

The dia^netions of miifc in Eur »pe* 5 ay* Mi. Ward, ^ are 
founded uj>on civic merit or learning, and nn=sver vary ittt> 
portent ends in the social union ; but this system commences 
with an act of the most comunimutc injustice ihac was ever 
perpetrated • binds in chains of adamant nine-tenths of the 
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pc^pl^ debar* them for ever from all access to a higher state, 
vJiiW-cr Ibdr merits may be; put, a hide upon the whole 
mcdic-ct uf til ret? of the four orders, and branding tftfltt vety 
hirtli whh infamy* and rfoctltfng their chains for ever, sny$ 
to millions and million* of mankind,—*yu« proceeded from 
the feet of Brafuna, you were ensued for servitude/ H 

llinttny furnishes no parallel to such :m audadOUi dirdar- 

alion, m^le in utter defiance 0 r the fundamental principle. 
01 humanity, The onward march of intellect can never be 
checked, even when fenced in by the s!rcm£ C ct >A artificial 
barriers, Stii) will that "grey spirit" rise and chase away ttoa 
etmn which age has accumulated and superstition cherished 


" Thrt grty yenuag in ifaiic 

Tv &k* q m -Ilf. 

tkj-f id tbit tutor.- brand t»f litttjsso latugitl," 

fbe distinction of tWe, ft is obvious, ms origin ally instl* 
a to securo to the hierarchy all the Mfpcrior adiaiitagt* 
rt pi*s ,N class, uih] tvi condemn ail other order* to follow 
nionial occupations stteh a* the trade- „f !he eo^tr,’ could 
furnish. They kept the key of knowledge in U m , uwn land,, 
ami thus c^i^d a domineering influence over the mass of 
Is l 1 ' 1 ,' L > imagining tr'4*. tlirir exclusive privileges should 
” ™ ti “ l!llrI »ion- This power in ikuiir hands was 
either A treasury chest or a rod u f frmi." The mind n-ccrils 
fmtn contemplating what would have been the state of the 
country, the extent of her hopelessness and helplessness, IT 
* „ Eiiropean. knowledge bad nut downed and peno 

tc t e Hindoo mind, ami i he re by introduced a healthier 
~™ tbitigs. Eiyhty years back this system was at the 

, n ; ***n cluu- to ft with all the tenacity 

of M$M3 institution, and pttJKf ikd tho^who ventured to 
break thntu^dta fetter, u wfls ^ t(li ^ * 

depart from the ettablcshcd order of social union “the least 
whuper of a delation and lUc g^est violation of its rules 
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were visited with social persecution of the worst type, I 
cannot do better than give a few instances, illustrating the 
nature of the punishments to which a Hindoo was subjected 
in that period of tenor, when caste-mania raged most furiously. 

" After the establishment of the English |wwer in Bengal, 
the caste of a Brahmin of Calcutta was destroyed by a Eun>- 
l>can who forced into his mouth flesh, spirits, &c. After 
remaining three years an outcast, great efforts were made, at 
an expense of eighty thousand ruj>cc-<, to restore him to the 
pale of hi> caste, but in vain, as many Brahmins of the same 
order refused to associate with him aa one of their own. After 
this, an expense of two Lacks of Rujxcs more was incurred, 
when he was re-admitted to the privileges of his caste. About 
the year 1802. a person in Calcutta expended in feasting and 
presents to Brahmins fifty thousand Rupees to be re-admitted 
into the ring of his caste from which he had been excluded 
for eating with a Brahmin of the Pttrolt* caste. Not long after 
this, two PetraUc Brahmins of Calcutta made an effort to 
wipe out the opprobrium of Pttmlism, but were disappointed, 
though they had expended a very large sum of money, 

M Ghuimsyamu, a Brahmin, about thirty-five years ago, 
went to England and was excommunicated. Gocool, another 
Brahmin, about die same time went to Madras, and was re¬ 
nounced by his relatives; but after incurring some expense in 
feasting Brahmins, he was received back. In the year 1808, 
a blacksmith of Scram pore returned from Madras and was 
disowned by his fellow caste men, but after expending two 
t ho u s a n d Rupees amongst the Brahmins, he was restored to 
his family and friends. In the same year the mother of Kali 
Brosaud GItose, a rich Kayuslo of Benares, who had lost caste 
by intercourse with Mussulmans and was called a PteraUe 
died. Kali Brosaud was much concerned on account of the 
rites required to be performed in honor of the manes of his 
deceased parent, but no Brahmin would officiate at the 
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■ti ff tBony i after much entreaty' arn. 1 i promise nf reward ?, he ■ * 
prevails at last upon eleven Brahmins to jicfftirm llsc neces¬ 
sary certrrtmnb * \t night. A person wh<* lirui a dispute with 
thre ilrahrruna informed agniirct them and they were ijtunc- 
dial civ abandoned by their friends. After waiting several 
day* in tain, hoping that hi* friend* woBllil relent, one id 
these Brahmins, ty ing himself to a jar of water, drowned 
himself in the Ganges Some years ago, Ram. a Brahmin of 
Trlbany, having, by mistake. married his st-n to a Ptim&r* 

■.;ii1, and being abandoned by his friends died of a broken 
heart. In the year 1803 S 1 1 iLiu Giiosc. a A" yvir/e married a 
/VrnfAv girl, and wa- not restored to his cwte till after icevcn 
years, and after he had expended *0111 thousand Rupees for 
Llit expiation of his dfleneC. About tile same period, a 
Brahmin woman of Vulgpookuria, having been sleflourcJ, and 
in consequence outfitted* put in end to her existence by 
voluntary starvation hi the village of Ruj BuJ, xime years 
.vgo, a young man who had hist Ill- caste through the crimi¬ 
nal in trig vie.1 of his mother, a widow, in a state of frenzy 
poisoned himself, and hb two surviving brothers abandoned the 
03 Witty. Ganrooprasaud, a Brahmin of Clmma, in Hunjwati, 
not many years ago, tluough fear of Sowing caste, In conse¬ 
quence of the Infidelity of his wife, left his home and dinT of 
grief at Benares. About the year iSoo, n, Brahmin Indy of 
Santtpore murdered her illegitimate child, to prevent dis- / 
emery and loss of caste. In the year 1807, 3 Brahmin .>f 
Tribany murdered his wife by strangling her to avert Imvs nf 
caste through her crime mil intrigues, About thr year 1790, 
Kalidass, a Brahmin, who had been inveigled into mamdtig 
a washerman^ daughter, was obliged to Ike tht country to 
BettMfcs, where i icing discovered. he sold nil his pj-nprrty and 
fled, ami wife became a man fee. In the time of JUjuIi 
Krishna Cbunder Roy. a Brahmin of Stmtiji^rc tv.u fiunid to 
have a criminal Intrigue with the daughter of 3 ^ijcmaker- 
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the Rajah forbade the barber of the village to sJwve the 
family 'tf the washerm*n to wash for them. in th=s distress 
they applied !r> the K.ijah and afterwards to the Kawab for 
res titration. but in vain, After having been despoiled of their 
resources by tiirr fa1*c [maniAes of pretended friends,, the 
Kajtih relented and removed the ban, but th? ikmily have not 
obtained! to UiLi Jay their pristine position ' 

1 Numhej t of outcasts abandon their homes and wandet 
about nit death. Many other instances might be given 
In which the fear of losing caste had Jed to the porpetra- 
tloti of the mo*t shocldng murders, which En this country 
arc easily concealed, and thousands of children are mur¬ 
dered in the womb, to prevent discovery ami the consotpiriiL 
loss of caste, particularly in the house-a of the K-'oTin 
BralimiiW' 

The inveterate tenacity with which the rite* and privileges 
of cafte are dung to is x prominent feature of the Hsruhto 
character, showing, llku many other fact*. that a 1 ! a nation—the 
Rajpoot- t .\ceptci—they fear the sword’blade, hit! cur* meet 
death with calmness and fortitude when they apprehend any 
danger to the purity or caste. It* the year t~~ ~ a Mussul¬ 
man nobleman forcibly scried the daughters t*f three ltrah- 
mins. They complained to the judge of LJic dirtnot, but ob¬ 
taining no retires-, they commit led ttifcMc by prison under 
thr hd*c *if the unrighteous judge, “ When, about a rentiiry 
smee. a body of sepoys were being brought from Madras to Cal- 
cud a. the provided, :.m diori. till M laat the only i> "A cousi-tej 
of saltcii beef and pork. Though a few submitted to the neoes* 
01 circumstances and defiled themselves, many preferred 
& Ungukliing death by famine to a life polluted by tasting 

* £twit11iBr«kt tloT, in tJW IJiWr frail nf this iftlb fcatrsr, m*d *» 

mtnnT insnn nut IrmrilUa w,-hn |,a.l fcifcfta! ihru «tote bt 1 Pxo Imw* "'l *<• 
fWJif firnhi t!u*i a ruM fat i)mi« a* J i« br jindi fcijyitajS- tej* 

fine iw* In fl.lOjiiesi to tiar tfiTjeaK* TMjJiturij io iln ttftfminv «*f i -■ 

M“r ncu4li.l rAZf’i'i Of ot -Uy M]|j« ihs aaatc 
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forbidden food. The Mussulman Governor! often took ad- 
vantage of this prejudice, when their exchequers were enqrty 
The Hindoo would submit to the most excruciating 
tortures rather than disclose his hoard, but the moment bis 
religious purity was threatened, he complied with any de¬ 
mand, if the xum asked for was within his means ; if not. the 
man being linked to hi* caste fejlows, the tatter raised the 
required sum by subscription." 

In a moral point uf view, the effect* of this distinction 
arc equally mischievous. Far from promoting a spirit o! 
benevolence and good fellowship berween man and man, 
it has a natural tendency to engender hostile feelings, which 
cannot fail to militate against the best interest* of humanity 
Should a Hindoo of inferior caste happen to touch one of 
superior caste, while the latter is cooking or eating, lie throw * 
away everything as defiled. Even in comt> of extreme 
sickness, the one will seldom condescend to dnnk water out 
of the hand* of the other. There arc also instances on record 
in which two H indoos of the same caste refuse to cat together, 
simply because they belong to two several dolls or parties; 
in the village* especially thb partisan feeling is sometime* 
carried to 50 great a length that no party will scruple to 
blast the fair fame of their antagonist* by scandalous accusa¬ 
tion* and uncalled-for slanders. Thousand* and thousand* 
of Rupees are spent in securing the favors or alliance of 
the KiHtlinx —the great arbiters of caste.—and he who by 
the power of hi* purse can enlist on his tide a target num¬ 
bers of these pampered Kootins, generally takes away the 
palm. The hanl struggle for the attainment of thui hollow, 
ephemeral distinction, instead of stimulating any noble desine 
or laudable ambition, almost invariably terminates in foster¬ 
ing an antagonistic spirit, which is decidedly opposed to 
the laws of good fellowship and the general brotherhood of 
mankind. Genuine charity can never exist in such an uncx- . 
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pandve state of society, and mutual love is torn in shreds. 
If the original founder of the system had calmly and soberly 
considered, apart from selfish motives, a tithe of die evils 
which the caste system was calculated to inflict on society, 
Im? would, 1 make no doubt, have paused before imposing on 
Hindoo society the fetters of caste servitude. 

It ha* been urged by the advocates of the system that it 
i* designed to confer a great boon un society by confining 
each trade or occupation to one particular class, and thereby 
secunng perfection in thnt line ; but the argument is as 
fallacious is the result U disappointing Experience and 
oloervation sufficiently prove that the Hindoo artisans use 
almost tlie same tool-* anil implements which their predecessors 
used centuries ago. They work with the same loom and 
spindle, the same plough, the same spade, the same scythe; 
the same threshing machine, and the same everything that 
were in vogue at the time of I *utxtmn .Hatto in the six¬ 
teenth century, and if any improvement has been effec¬ 
ted, it is cuing to the *uperitir skill of the foreigners. 
It is, however, creditable to the native artisans to say that 
they evince a great aptitude for learning and imitating 
what they see. Native carpenter*, shoemakers, tailors, 
engravers, lithographers, printers, gold and silver-smiths. &c. 
now-a-daya turn out articles which in point of \vorkman«hip 
are not very much inferior to those imported from Europe. 
Of course they arc materially indebted to Europeans for 
tliis improvement 

The circumstance* which eau*e the loss of caste arc the 
following; The abandonment of the Hindoo rrligion. journey 
lo foreign countries which involves the eating of forbidden fowl, 
the eating of fond cooked by one of inferior caste or of food 
forbidden to the Hindoos, female unchastity in a family, 
the cohabiting with women of a lower caste, or with those of 
foreign, nations and the non-performance of religious rite# 




pnescrfl*=d in thr Shftslra*-* There are rather circumstances 
^hich dc tract from ihe dignity uf a family, but they .-or c*f 
AetoiiUiinr Importance. These ca«at» were in fiill ojicmtion 
#time or eighty years The unanimous voice of 

the neighbours denaunu-d a Hindu ns an oulcavt if he 
'ATi'. faun-' guilty of any of the ai«ivc fcran-L ie»iun^ i'urity 
of CTUte was then watched with greater solicitude fcfrnti purity 
of conscience and character. The magnates of the lam) 


spared neither expense nor pains to preserve inviolate the 
outward purity of thc:r cafte, I he popular diastta* uf the 
Hindoos art certainly very cram nbnl and rum or luting in 

v\H!ty respect; the sins of a life-time, nay of ten Jives, nmy be 
wu died away by an abtirtion in the sacred stream , ,f the Gan. 
gea on the occasion of certain defy days ealktf J^u; so re- 
qiibit^pivivi-ifan isvmade m them far the atonement of the 
1f>5 ’ 1,1 rVrU: kr performing certain religious dt- > and foastfng, 
antf tanking suitable presents tr« Rralimins in money nmj 
kirn! but it has always been a matter of wonder to many 
that the (>r 2 he Tagore* of Calcutta, alike tinted for 

their wealth and liberality, luue not as yet been able to n> 
gAitt ihdr d-tc nr their original portion in Hi ndu srmietj . 
The obvious reason appears rn be that they arc nut dt dmu* 
of ft restoration by flubmSa&g to any kind of humiliating 
nt n nieul They have fbnwti their wisdom in jiumdny iuch 
an independent and manly course. The history f ,f Prmdcf 
iE Ih ^ K^vcii by Mt Ward: A Nabob <jf the- name *r 
i'twd U chained with having destroyed the rank or many 
Hindus Brahmins ant) other*; a ad from these pe^, n . h / 
descend .id a very considerable number of fumiUes 

Ihc country, who Have tore* branded with ihe name ^ 

f!«r* lhew t*™* P™*«* * llf teemic 

of «* H ...„.. religion, to are orefatly aT „ irfcd bj , u(|iw 
•Burn* am Tto.32l£ *w*«w. «iul («■• 





Hindus outcasts. It is snp[ta&ed that not less than fifty 
bumjic* [H'O in Calcutta, wh4. employ brahmin prt£*t) t-. 

(lie oerenumres of ihn Hindu religion for them. It is 


$niE{| th;.tt Rajah, KLiislma C bunder Huy was j»naniy:ii fjvc 
lii* L- of Rnjir: V by a Ptfnt/ce, if he would only honor him 
v, irh * T--.it of i fovv moments, hi:: he rtriWxl,' Sudt was :fie 
virulence with which the caste mat nix raged when Hindu 
hl^iiy l;:id Teach a) it 3 culminating point Rajah Kiihm 
QnmtEcr Roy of Kisbrtaghur. about LOO niUcs north of Ca 3 - 
i'.ijthi, w .is olhciwic reputed to have been a \ cr y; • •ticrtuiv- 
!ikartell map, a great pfran of learning and learned men, but 
he was S" biitxdly led away by the impulse of bigotry LhiL he 
unheduiif-n^R declined to asdsi a brother countryman of bj> 
who had been subjected to social ostracism through mere 
nee t dent, i m tlie Riiidrs grandson, if ] uu rightly inN-urm .1, 
whrjj] j iv Iui 4 oC£%$ion to come down to Calcutta a few years 
hitch, imperil puloudy took ap his quarters ii Si^eftwV Hotel, 
fiTul freely enjoyed the com pin ol Turopcits friends, 
indicating a luBalllu change in the social euxmomv of the 
fnsrjjdt, the result solely cf intellectual cxpamiott, and uf the 
inaflgwatioti uf a betk 1 ^ through the rapid diffusion of 
\i t=j|ion kituwka.lge * 

1 Em PiFrTaftr ur the Tngotir family of CafcutLi, he jt 
recorded to their honor, have* long been emtiKnily d:-:in- 
gLihdjod by.tfidr lilxmihty. mwly tnderpendt net, enlightened 
principle^ and cmcqiriimqj spirit Sumo of the member* of 
tins fanoiv ixcupy t!ac fununuvj rank amrmi.pL the frieivlsr of 
luuivc improvement Tin- Inc Baboo Dwarkey Kuth Tagore 
set :t rmble example to hk cotUn-mcn by Jib 4»^ ntf r - 
ested exrrtjons in the cause of native education and public 
ciuirisic-T, Several «,t| hi? Jmrriptran friends were under di cp 
obligations to him for ids unbounded liberality under peculiarly 


. „ ' ' V H ‘'1 briicvt IAu mStn tbr hlt NP.Li.x Uj , ,1 = 1 » Tk ) Jrt 

*. Hie id tfrt* tUrfm. rf fa. *&iT<.f jfejfi 

• imulil urKily fallow ifo* p-jitce* cf ha auest® *mi tu ihis Lai 


ha ttdiJ Wjjsotat (0 lliJi lij. 
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embarrassed cirainid.irices- '* the length of hi* purse wa* e<ju^]- 
!cd by the breidlh of hit views. Hi* object in proceeding to 
England was mdnfy ttv expend his knowledge by a closer 
and more familiar intercourse with European*. He wm the 
npiit hand of the Mustriods Hindoo reformer* the late Raj* 
Ranjmohtin R«jy. H& tnugrmmmfuis mind, his enlightened 
view s hh engaging manner!?, hie amiable juditji- both in 
public and private life, and lm iminmttahk seat in endea¬ 
vouring to elevate his country in the scale of civilization, mm 
hi r: an influence in English society- never before or aft<t 
emoyed by any I limloo gmih-mmi. I l ia worthy relative and 
coadjutiH- h the Eaie Baboo Prosono Cooroar Tagore. C. S. 1, 
whr> bin Id - ! i princely fominis tf-n no less didjugnhbrd for 
his enlarged views and liberal scrUiuw-m, Hb rich endow, 
nteitt of the Tagore Law Lectimhip in connection with the 
Calcutta University ins substantially established his claim 
on the gratitude of lu* pomurym-n ft was he that fim 
started the native EnglMi Paper called the «EefortnerT* 
" ^ *« Qtl| y opened the eyes df the Hlndooi to the error* 
oT the uni Equated system under which they lived, but diffused 
n healthy :astc for the culuvation of English lRerutUfr among 
Lhe r Mug generation or im country msiii, «rtd thereby paved 
t he way for lire development of advanced thought and in- 
ld%cnropinion on the practical enunciation and appreciation 
Cf whidt mainly depends the future ad van rum nt .jf the nation 
The Eatc MrJra Rajah Kaniarumth Tagore, C_ S. L another 

member of the I'agate famik u.u »dt?ci vt 1U estd-me I !..r he 
liberal sentiments* hU high sense nr honor, his ^rupulqns 
fidd ity uni his uribknudird characters Baboo DuUcndcr- 
nath Tagore, the son of the Ldc Baboo Dwirkcynauth Tagore, 
bear^ a highly exemplary disraacr His uncompromising 
straight farwardne^, his sincerity and piety, hh high integrity, 


* Tmindifni.U^.i. h™ iwu lwn« if Hupw* wiilsfltii Mt __ 

^wwfnf 4 il«*4**o] W^pi.nlmkli ** Li 11 .. « w $, t nuitoSi.cI 

Bi Hi* LtT h "UJIKBMJTE* 
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hi» dcvotcviness to the cause of religion, his unassuming 
habit,, the suavity of hi» disposition, and his utter contempt fur 
worldly enjoyment*, have shed an unfading lustre around his 
mime. Well may India l>e proud of <uch * worthy son Moha 
Raja Jotcndctmnhun Tagore, C S. !-, Raja Sournndermohun 
Tagore, lus brother, and Baboo GynenfJcnnohim Tagore, the 
son of tin laic Baboo Pfasonocoomar Tagore, *J» belong to 
this family: all of them bear a very high character for intel¬ 
ligence, integrity, and sound moral principles. 

All these distinguished individual.* arc defended from 
/'rentier ancestors. Few have more deservedly merited 
the respect and esteem of their countrymen, or better vindi¬ 
cated their rightful claim to the honors bestowed on some 
of them. If they arc denounced as outcasts, such outcasts 
are the ornaments of the country. If they are far in the rear 
of caste they are assuredly far in the van of intelligence, ability, 
mental activity, rcilncmcnt and honesty. If to be a Premier 
were an indelible stigma, it is certainly a glory to the whole 
nation that such a noble and stainless character a> Baboo 
Debendernauth Tagore Is a member of the same family. We 
would search in vain among the countless myriads of India 
for such a meek, spotless, but bright anil glorious model 

It hs moreever, to the Pert,tier or Tagore family that 
the enlightened Hindoo community of Calcutta is principally 
indebted for its rcGnctl taste and elevated klcav May they 
continue to shed their benign influence not only on the rising 
but unborn generations of their countrymen, and carry on the 
work Of reformation, nut with the imjctuiiity of rash innova¬ 
tors, but with the cool deliberation of reflecting minds. 

The rules of caste are not now strictly observed, and 
their observance is scarcely compatible with the spirit of the 
age, and in one sense we have scarcely a Hindoo in Bengal, 
especially amongst those who live in the Presidency town 
.and the district towns. 
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THc distinction of caste b more honored in the branch 
than in the observance of it.* Al English school* ami col¬ 
leges arc multiplying in ever} 1 nook and comer of the empire, 
more Ulnra! ideas and principles are being imbibed by live 
Hindoo youths, which bid fair in process of time to exercise a 
regenerating influence on the habits of the people. Idolatry, 
and its ncces*ary concomitant, priestcraft, U fast lusing its 
hold on their minds; a new phase of life indicates the near 
approach of an improved order of things; ideas which had 
for ages been pent up in the dark, dreary cell of ignorance 
now find a free outlet, and the recipients of knowledge 
breathe a fairer atmosphere, dear of the hazy mists dial had 
hitherto clouded their intellect. To a philanthropist such a 
forecast is in the highest degree encouraging. The 
distinction of caitc ha> also received a fatal blow by the 
frequent visits of young and aspiring native gentlemen to 
England for the purpr.se of completing their education there. 
This growing desire among the rising generation should be 
encouraged as it has an excellent tendency to promote the 
moral and intellectual improvement of tlte nation. 


The late Baboo Ramdoolal Dcy.f of Calcutta, who was 
a self-made man and a millionaire, was a DulUputty or heat! 

• Tfcs rntint «n!n« t;f * Until; hurt, no r*«nuilnn in fwiiftkuw wf foe4 
oook«5 by .M»*ataun* nn.l fo»hai.iro in the Hindoo Starter*. On feSbfas m 
oti «peCbl aerjui.im, lh«T wad *»deti to tlx ta*lern ll.erl,” ii..1 «t 

at Eis<Uka ftulicsdo »«ch m the? har* m liline frir. Ilk* wcttAtiuxu 
to «**-'** <rrry rich famih iu CaIluUa au.I it* «*lr*(fo pin miin.ni.it. 
bet* exreuttl) loc.^nuol a* tlx hr«a (4 iKr r^mnttmtir, nh'flitae the 

Tncll.!) U'ltrtl'krcpcr*. Vlr t>, \Vif*wu. ihr tammii |mncm.c (it (rormtnnii 
1’U*. waujc the <rr*l raWl of native foitllrium utu. Wn *bop •« « . hrtttm.T. 
rre, *** *ui tu tu** tvmmkfil llw it*- lu!x*» mm •TTUwiwt In. a** c»«..tncxm. 
. 1.1 *r« nght, 1 «»m* the labor* siiolwge onleir i 

ivtulul; lot lot of eiptwttt. Sneli of lUevt » die n&mj in «mttU«cie n nua. 
tf Marn uitJXf with thrtf StwMilman «yc*» «wi gn fowl . „ry , >r trust « ofi*„ a 
they rfvxor. There aw imlrcit a f*w hoooiitik rxretefotu. Who on tmndt Jr ,1* 
not «acoutt«t llic EnglUi *iU of cttiug a*U Jiinktnt;. A »rtT IlllJe radeefioa 
»iU r «tt -oe out the Knelirh tm*lr of Inicp u ill uti'ed to (hr Satn» 

ft ** ■. m3a iolo aintimcA but whtu b mute i n *,W*MfE 

becet* a he bit nf .biUAin^ which. 1 need tanlly **/. h*> beta Itus nL o< mtUT 
a {imnnwg yrnng ilnhoo. 1 

i Thi. tje«tJ«u B was . ftmun lo terml American and E,*!,* fmn, -tech 
med to Jed U»c*!y in ccm And other htri*» I mrn rdigino, Kntpfc. he tefased 
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of a |V3rty. When the subject of caste was discussed, fie 
emphatically said, that " the caste was in bts iron chest,** the 
meaning of which was that money has the power of restor¬ 
ing caste. 

The late ltaboo Ram Gnpal Ghoae, a distiltgusbcd mer¬ 
chant and reformer of this City, had a country residence nt 
BugatJ, near Trtbani, in the Hooghly district, about IOO miles 
cast of Calcutta. He had n mother who was, as might 
be cxjKxtcd, a superstitious old lady. Baboo Ram GopaJ 
on principle never wounded her feelings by interfering with 
her celigiou* belief. On the occasion of the Dourga Poojah at 
his country' house, his mother as usual directed the servants to 
di.'tribute the iu>j‘btd/ii } or offerings, consisting of rice, frutU 
and nuxcintcats, among the Frahmim. of the neighbourhood ; 
but they all, to a man. refused to accept the same, on the 
ground that Korn Copal waa not a //rW<v, which was tanta¬ 
mount to declaring that he had no faith in Hindooism, and 
was an outcast from Hindooism. On seeing the oilerings 
brought back, his mother's lamentations knew no bound*, 
bccattvr the refusal of the Brahmin* to accept the offerings 
was a dishonor, and involved the question of the loss of caste. 
Appre hen d in g the dreadful consequences of such a refusal, 
especially in a village where bigotry reigned supreme, the old 
lady became quite disconsolate Ram Gupal, who with strong 
common sense combined the benefit of a libera! English 
odneation, thought of the following expedient: lie at ouct: 
suggested that every nay bid hi (offering) should be accompa¬ 
nied by a sum of five Rujjcc-*. The temptation was too 
great to be resisted, the very Brahmins who, two hours back, 
cqtetdy refused to take the offerings, now came running in 
numbers to Rain Gtipafs house for thdr share, and regularly 

to ****** A* umal eTmtJUv.Un on nich wtlr.lo \n tie mif.b* fc*ni cJuairx- l 
at Umi half tbcwun.i H*|kc» pet annum. In I|m<< day* u*> Htfboo decline* 
l" •*** U* until eotituJbJua, Lnji an ihc cotillon, m.wj art la Um! (rule. 

. o'-iLli n * * *nUrgi:nn silmtiu cjir nf tliu iliu'lnn blmlcr. 
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of turning a SaAii into a pure Hindis faiiTuT^II^ c(T,:CI 
tru,h <* RamdooW Dcy^ 'Z *' 

iron cheat," Example, of this !Lr T hi * 

any extent, but they are not necessary^Th '" UU ‘ 1,I,cd *° 
decadence of this artificial system is inevitable asTntedtf 

sEsr-*w -o -i j sss: 

llon!rT MC, r 5et ' ,iS cha, ‘ te Without drawi "B the alien 

by using the to ^ (rice pU^ MosZT", 

" l,ch “ oftcn Prepare*! by Mussalmons and other j f ^ 
husbandmen whose very touch Is pollution to the folTo^hc 

eating to c/J, whiTi-ri ' m ‘ he h:,,jil cr 

simply because Uie 

from sun-dried paddy), contains too much l r d 
live property and is difficult of dittotio,, h a, nUtr, ‘ 

Bengalees who are, with a few , . ^ Mv'oor rice-fcd 

weak fnjtrj.* ’ „7„„ CX “P Uo "*. constitutionally 

North -JSTSto ZI ^ *" 

its being boiled in an nnhuskcdlm^' 1 *' ° W " ,g to 

«*» «*- 

.*£«„ UlT' . “ * ““V 

doos tn break the ru' c r ♦ fi led ,Ui?ar ,cadit thc Hin- 

•hmgs made by Mussulmans. such as ^ 

m.d the like, the general use of which is 7 , **?!?**• 

rules ot caste. A Hindoo ferns' t ' l,u - 'lolat&ut of the 
Hindoo female, when she becomes , widow . 
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tit i ft advanced period of life, sometimes takes to dto& dec 
because H v- not produced from boiled paddy which makes 
i: impure, but from -sun-dried paddy, and here the members 
of the Tagore family arc more strict in their regime than 
any other daft* of 11 i n duos hi Lkiigal, Tfcertr&re, however, 
yet n few nrthodox Hindoos, who, though they eat sMMofv:*, 
nevertheless abstain from using bazar-made aweelrntMti and 
Municipal pijw water because the engines of the latter are 
said to be greased arid worked by Mussahiian and Christ inn 
It am!:;. Such men make llicfr own sweetmeats at home with 
Ik'iiiiro? sugar urn! drink Ganges v.ater, bn* the juungm 
■ numbers of their family, if not without their approval at 
least with thdr partial cognisance, daily make the greatest 
Inroads on this inftitmhm without having the moral courage 
to avow their acts. They cal and drink in the European 
fj.-hion, anti preserve their eagles intact by a positive and 
rjujduuic disclaimer, So much for the consistency of their 
character. When the orthodox head* of 1 Tiudoo finishes 
art; gathered unto their fathers, the key'note of the present 
or rising generalfon will be— 4 * perish caste with all its meins- 
t ron < evils.** 




XIV. 

A BRAHMIN. 

fSTjf Brahmin of ihc present irun age i* quite a different 
ecclesiastic from what he was in the just golden age. 
He is a metamorphosed being. Believing in the 
doctrine of metempsychosis, he claims to have de scended'from 
the month of the Supreme Brahma, the Creator according to 
the Hindoo triad, In the lapse of time, his physical organisa¬ 
tion, his traditional reputation as a saint and sage, hi* thorough 
devotion to hb religious dude*, his mental abstraction, his 
h*gical acumen, the purity of his character, his habitude 
and mode of living, have all undergone a radical change, 
unequivocally indicating the gradual declension of cor¬ 
poreal strength, of intellectual vigor, as well as of moral 
worth- In former times he uras popularly regarded a* the 
visible embodiment of the Creator, and the delegated ex¬ 
ponent of all knowledge, revealed or acquired. The old 
and venerable MunU and Rights, and thdr philosophical 
dissertations, their theological controversies and their religious 
and ethical disquisitions, evoked the admiration of the 
world in the dark ages before the Christain era. Almost 
all of them lived in a state of asceticism, and devoted 
their lives to religious contemplation renouncing all the 
pleasures, passions and desires of the mundane world. The 
longevity of their lives in their sequestered retreat, the perfect 
purity of their manners, the simplicity of thdr habits, and 
their elevated conception of the immutable attributes of God, 
inspired the people with a profound reverence for their precepts 
and principles. The prince and the peasant alike paid their 
homage to the sacerdotal class, whose doctrine- had, in the 
primitive state of society, the authority of religion and law. 
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Thu i>owcr of the Brahmins penetrated every da** of 
the people, ami by way of eminence they called themselves — 
Dvija, L r„ the regenerated or the twice bom—a term which 
should only be applied to the really inspired sons of God. 
Since the promulgation of the Institutes of Maim they ob¬ 
tained that prominent rank among the Hindoos which they 
liave retained unimpaired amidst all dynastic changes. Keep¬ 
ing the key* of all knowledge in their exclusive custody, their 
functions were originally confined to the performance of 
religions ceremonies ;tnd the promulgation of laws, in 
all die affairs of the state or religion, the fiat of their ordi¬ 
nances had all the weight of a sacred command, Even the 
order of a mighty potentate was held in subordination to 
their injunctions. They were enjoined to worship their guar¬ 
dian deity three times a day, and were strictly prohibited 
from engaging in any secular occupation. They practised 
all manner of austerities tending to beget a contempt for all 
worldly enjoyments, and paved the way by religious medita— 
lion for ultimate absorption into the divine essence.—an ideal 
of the sublimity of which we can have no enneepthm in 
the present degenerate age. 

The complete monopoly of religion.-* and legal know¬ 
ledge which the Brahmins enjoyed for a very considerable 
jrttiod after the first dawn af learning in the East anterior - 
to the Christian cm, enabled them to put forth their very 
great influence ujkju the spiritual and temporal concerns of 
the three other orders of the Hindoo population, who implicitly 
accorded to them all the valuable rights of a privileged da*s t 
superior to all earthly power whatsoever. It has l>cen ex¬ 
pressly declared in the Institutes of Manu that Hindoo Law 
was a direct emanation from God. M That Immutable Power." 
says Manu, * having enacted this Code of 1-aws. himself 
taught it fully to me in the beginning; afterward* I taught 
Marichi and the nine other holy sages." It ia believed that 
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in the tenth ccuhrry, It, C. *? the complete funinn of Hindoo 
hkvr and rcli^iVni" was effected, and that both were ad- 
mirttiUfaJ bj* the ttrikliminv until somc migli^ 1 Icings arose 
in Rajpootana, who curtailing their supreme influence reduced 
them to a secondary podtlun. ThimvcfnrvmrtJ their nscen- 
demy gradually began to decline, till at length through 
-mccetdlng generating it d wa nd led Into comparative Imagni* 
fiance.* In jtracer or tEme, the four grand original da^m 
ikwly multiplied, which k not to be wondered at in n great 
community into divisions and luldlviibti!),, separated 
from cadi other by different creeds, manners; cti&tormi and 
mt*d« of Hfc, Thee Ttunificatinns necessarily involved 
diversities of religions, moral and legal opinions and doctrines 
r:ii>i-c or lc^s fatal to she utKgtf££thncri authority uf the 
llmkmma, who seeing in the progress and revolution uf 
society the inevitable decay of their hitherto undisputed 
inline nee, abandoned the traditional and prescribed path. of 
religious life ami betook chcmsdves to secular punurtt of 
gain for their subsistence. The necessary consequence now 
— :■ that in almost c% «y sphere of life. In every profession or 
calling, the brahmins oi the peesgftt day are extendvoly 
engagcil. And the !t cupidity I* < great, that every principle 
or 1 a iv .uid morality is shamefully compromised Jjj their 
dealings with mankind A findunto it m longer typical nf 
me* m purity tv mural excellence, it j ■ 

erudition, hire Logical -subtlety in spinning Into nictrtici the 
mr*t commonplace distinctima, m spirit nfdcep research and 
lus ilTinilLab[c p° wcf ° r i^demical discussion, have all forsaken 
hun t aiuJ from itn inspired priest he ha* degenerated into a 
mercenary furohit, He no longer weans an his forehead the 
frontle t of righ teous, hh whole heart, his whole soul is 
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impregnate!] with d Tttiption. In it fervent >ptrtt. he n><« 
longer says to Fib followers—. M Tel u> meditate wt the adorable 
light of the Divine Ruler ; nuy it guide «ur mtdlrcW J 1 h 
riicrrd pa if a (Brnftnunical thread] his .■liwuo^*^7//r* j t (pmyvn 
his huly Basil (bead ru(I). Ms three daily -tjvhv± with the 
arre-.] water uf the Ganges, no longer inspire the minds uf 
his rotaries with awe, obedience, anti homage* From the 
worship of Lhc only Living am! True God tie M defended 
to the worship tjf 330 milt ions of gods and of god- 

- desses. Human numeral ion rents at the list Hie indivi¬ 
duality of the godhead ts lost hi the never ending d 

deified objects, animate and inanimate. We no longer reccg- 
iiisc m the lfrnhminicnt cluraclcr and life an unsullied image vf 
gothlke purity, holiness ami sublimity. His miuktmtkms po 
longer fill its with joyful -*itd exhilarating hopes which extend 
beyond the grave and prrjmist to !t_ul ils to the safe aurhunge 
of ever lasting bliss. They no longer - tir up in our hrca*G 
inuring each hour of t:fc'.v waning tustre “a auhtimer faith, a 
brighter prospect^ a kinder sympathy, a gentler icrigmlion." 

T ask every Hfntioo to I nk into his heart honestly and answer 
frankly whether a Brahmin of the prcscmdny is .1 hut cutbudf- 
mtni. a glorlou - display, a veritable representativeuf Rr!,mu, 
thi? Creator, H;id he rtot Jong since sacrificed his traditional 
pun? forth o n the altar of selfishness mul coneupiseencc mill 
committed a deliberate ^uteide of hU mural ,uu\ spiritual 
faculty? We blush to answer the quest ion in the affirmative. 

1 n[»v purpose to give a short account of the certn ramie* 
connected w;lh the tovtstkiirv uf the pita, the ocml ihmul 
<>f n R rah min, on the strength of which he assumes the high- 
e^r ecclesiastical honors and privilege* Acemrding to the 
Hindoo ahnanac, an ausjMiiaiM day U fixed for thi* important 
ceraruunal, which opens & new chapter in the Hfe of a — 
Bmhmirt especially intended to ensure him all the ntre betws- 

- fits of a full-blown fhiya, or Rjc hviot-boro. In celebrating 
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ji.be rile. fMUtklUjir regatd iw bad t» the Jrtatr •>( the weather . 
rthouhl any rtfmnfiphftric disturbance occur, the ecrcnrrsy r - 
[j<<stp>'mi*d to the next dear day. The age assigned fat the 
iirvcstlturi: b between nine and fifteen years, Hie ocejwiou 
in. accompanied in many cases by the preparation of 
tvumuNili W4J-W* 3 hind u( swet!me«u made of powdgggd 
rice, treacle, coo-anui ami gangeil) -e-.-i* rolled up into smaN 
round balls anil fried in mustard oh. Tljife ji.irl lei) hir cart 
itf liindtKj confectfoittsy, evidently a ridk nf primitive pre* 
pa rations, b manufactured on pit occasions indicative of 
domed k re inking, hr nee I he significance of the name 
given shove, ikdorc the apj*dnted ilay, the l>:y b enjoined 
h . abstain from the w »« of fob ami oil, and on the morning 
of tin; ceremony, having been shaved, he is made ! = > bailie, and 
put >m red clothe*, ami when the rile of invest tUirc camm cnees 
wtstw a conical shaped tinsel bm, while the prsest rtsuis certain 
inonlntiwn- and Hur.diijw Nirayaii orVbihnn-n rqircsentc-4 by 
□ small round stone called SaUgram Sw/jj, the ordinary house¬ 
hold g< *\ ■ ft stt Hindoos. A piece of doth is held over lib heath 
that He may mt it* nr lie suen by any of the non tindnni- 
nkal rastiL He then assumes the <inn*fa t -it tint etalY of art 
iL'Cetioil mendicant, which is represented 1>y tin branch of a 
vihi' J tree hdd in hi* right Imnd, at the top of which b tied ll 
knot with a bit of dyed doth. An ini! nit My j made 
of twbtod kftoo sk grass, to which is fisLcjirJ a pin- 1 -' >-i -leers 
shin, h nest placed over the buy\ left diodder [hiring the 
repetition of the proscribed incantations The father then 
repeats to his son, in « tow voice, h-u a Soudra should be«r, 
the-wred 'vvu'n - three tirrry which he tries hi* Item to corn- 
mil U- meitMiiy. 1 he ktwesh ^ras:* fs*ifa is here raniovecf, 
and a real thraad/crVo spun by Brahmin w men* which 

* Tn 1ST miTSTTbl- » mnil kpc nt itu-m rein L i( .Im >\ - 
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he Is to wear ever nuerwards. is substituted in its p1I0.ce The 
boy now put? on Ills shoes and holds an umbrella in his hand 
while the priest reads and the father repeats the usual farart- 
tiitions, tending to awaken in lite boy a sense of the grave 
responsibility he assuror Tfnis dressed as a £r,tAt?Mcfwrtr 
(■* rctiginus mendicant), with a staff upon his shoulder and a 
beggar’s wallet Iianging by his side, he goes to his mother,, 
father and other relatives and beg* alma, repeating ;,t the 
-'ante lime a certain word in Sanskrit* They give him each a 
small quantity of rice, a few poitxs and a few Rupees, amount¬ 
ing In soma cases to two or three hundred. The hr.y then 
squats down while the father offers a burnt sacrifice anti 
repeats the customary incarnations After the performance 
of these ceremonies* the boy in his Smkmachara attire 
suddenly rises up in a nt of pretended ecstacy and declares 
before iiifc company that he is determined in future tt> lend 
the life of a ftdfgfQfos mendicant. The announcement of this 
resolution instantly evokes the sympathy of the fadher* 
mother and other t darters, and they all penuade him to 
change hb mind and adopt a secular life* citing instances 
that that life is favourable to the cultivation and growth of 
domestic and social affection? well as religious principle* 
of the highest order* The holy Sh& 5 tra expressly inculcaies 
Uwt a clean heart and a righteous spirit make tnci! luppy 
even amid the sorrow* id 1 earth, and tli.it the sackcloth of 
mendicancy h not essential to righteousness if wc earnest ty 
and sincerely ask God to give us Mb true riches. Thus 
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admoflfshcd, hn with apparent reluctance almmlnns hi- prr- 
eonctttasi dcrign, which is a mere sham. and assumes the r,?t/ 

{)f -iocul#u'iiiin. Certain Tanmiias cue now repeated, after 
which the boy leaves hii viftca staft and tike* In Itsmtl n 
thin Bamixx> staff* w hich hr throws over his shoulder, Other 
ritualrites art then performed, at the cktte of which the 
priest receives his fee for the trouble and deports hntitc with 
the o ff h fr g w The hoy next walks into a room, 3 woman 
pouring out water as he goes. He in then taught to commit 
to mtnSMy HU daily service, called. susJkyit, after the re¬ 
petition of which he cats the ofcr r£ made of imik, sugar 
ami rice boiled together. 

Bur three day- after Iwiittg jjivesrited with the /#&f the 
bqy is enjoined to sleep either on a catpet or a deer’s ski 13, 
without a mattre^ or a mosquito curtain. Hi & food consists of 
boiled rice, ghee, milk and sugar, etc,, only once a day* without 
oil and sah. He is strictly prohibited to see the sun or the 
Face of a *oodra, and is constantly employed in learning the 
sacred gitfuirtt and the forms of the dally service which 
should be repeated thrice in a day. On the morning of the 
f-urth day, he to the sacred ’Stream of the Ganges, 

throws the two itAvco into the water, bathes, repeats hi a 
prayers, returns home, und again enters on the perfcirmartec 
of hh ordinary seciiltir duties. During the day, a few 
Brahmin* are fed according t<> the circumstance* of the 
faintly. Thus the ceremony of investiture is dosed, and thit 
boy being purified and regenerated is devoted to the rank of 
A LHvfjit or twice bam. How easily does the Hrahimnical 
Shostm make a change for the letter in a refFgfmiS sense—- 
in a youth quite incapable of funning adequate conceptions of 
a spiritual rr tlfrirt by the mere admini-tt ration of a single 
rite 1 

Having endeavoured to give thus a short aecoufti r>f 
the ceremonies connected with the investiture of the sacred 
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thread of a Brrdimm, it remain* to be seen how Tar hb present 
petition, diarscter ;imt cnnriuct harmonise with the re¬ 
puted sanctity of his regenerated nature. Great blame is 
Juid at the door of the British Govern merit, because It does 
net accord that high respect to the sacerdotal doss which 
their own Rajahs had shewn them in the halcyon d_:ys of 
Hfttdoohmn Refer? the advent of the BritUh to India, she 
doctrines of the Brahmin icul creed, as indicated above, were 
in full force* Every Hindex) king used to enforce on ail 
clause* of the people high or low, a strict observance of the 
Idolatrous ceremonies prescribed in the Hindoo Shastreu In 
the dark ages scarcely any nation in the world was hemmed 
in by such a dose ring of religious caemnfliote m- the people 
of this country. Almost every commonplace occurrence had 
its peculiar rites which required the interposition of the 
Satcnh' tal class. On occasions of prosperity or adversity, of 
rejoicing or calamity, their minist ration was alike needed* 
Ituae formed their ordinary sources of gain, but the greatest 
meatt* of support consisted in the grants of lands, Including 
sometanea houses, tanks, gardens, eta, given in perpetuity to 
gods or the priests. These grams are called, as I have 
already stated, the and Brokmatrat. Among others, 

the Rajahs of Burdwau, Kishnaghur, and Tfpperah mode the 
greatest gifts, and their names are still remembered with 
gratitude by many a Brahmin in Bengal* tint the Law 
authorizing the resumption of rent-free tenure* has. els mud 
naturally be expected, made the English Government r-b- 
norintjs, and it is denounced in no measured terms for the 
sacrilegious act. If Mann were to visit fktigal now, hi* 
indignation and amazement would know no bounds in witness¬ 
ing the sacerdotal cla ss reduced to die humiliating position 
of a servile, cringing and mercenary crowd of men. Thdr 
original presage has .offered a total shipwreck. Generally 
sjieakittg, a Brahmin of the present day 15 practically a 
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So«xira (the itjcst inferior das*) of the put age, irretrievably 
sunk in honor and dignity. Indeed it was one of the curse* 
of Uic Vcdle period that to be a Brahmin of the present 
Kait jtagn would be an impetoonarion of corruption „ hasenfc^ 
and venality, 

There i5 a com moo saying amongst the Natives that a 
Brahmin is a beggar evcn if he were pobsessed of a bkh 
of Rupees i o.&co.) It is a Lon on table fact that impecu- 

idraity is the eocninoit lot of the class. In ordinary cunvcr- 
Eiiibn t when the question of the co mparative fortunes of the 
different classes is introduced, a Brahmin is often heard to 
lament his most Impecunious lot- The gain ? of tire sacer¬ 
dotal das? of the present day have been reduced to the 
lowest scale imaginable If an officiating priegt can make 
ten Rupees a month, he considers himself very well off He 
can no longer plume himself on his religious purity and 
mental superiority, once so pre-eminently characteristic of 
the order. The spread of English education has mounded the - 
death-kiieil of Ed* spiritual ascendancy, In short, his fate is 
doomed , he must bear or must forbear, na seems to him bcsL 
The tide of Improvement will continue to roll on uninter¬ 
ruptedly, in spite of every " freezing and blighting influence, 11 
and we heartily rejoice to discover already that the “ tender 
blade fa grown into the £tcett ear, and front the green car to 
the rich and ripened corn." 

When, a few years ago, Sir Rachiud Temple carefully ex 
unified the Criminal Statistics of Bengal, he was mort deeply 
concerned In find that die proportion of the Brahmin criminals 
in the jails of the Province far outnumbered that of any 
other caste. This Is an astounding fact, bearing the m.,:! 
utmupcachable testimony to t he very lamentable deterioration 
of the Hindoo ecclesiastical dass in otir days. To expatiate 
on Use fiobjcct would be unpalatable* But we believe we can 
point with a degree of pardomthle pride to a past period whi n 
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nine men of literary gen Eus, among whnm the renowned Kklida_s 
the 1 1 idtaji Shakespeare, was the most brilliant, flourished 
in the Court if Yikraimulttya tri Gugdrt; but dynastic changes 
were simultaneously accompanied by the rapid dedinc of 
learning as well as or religious purity. 

The English rule, Uldtigh most fierce!}' dfflkmnced by 
wdfinh, oorrow-minded men, has nevertheless been productive 
of the i!jo5t besjeheia] results even as far as the wenfoiaL 
eh., 1 -- is concerned. Every encouragement is m>\y-a-days 
afforded to the cultivation of the classical language of India 
—Sanskrit—and not only are suitable employments prm itl«l 
for the most learned PundiU' in all the Government, 
Missonsuy and private educaiiotial Institutions througliout 
the country, but the University degfees conferred tin the most 
successful student^ tend to stimulate them to further kiu- 
dabk- exertions in the study of the sacred language, which, 
but for this renewed attempt at cultivation and improvement, 
ivy till! have been very much neglected. 

Independently of the above consideration, ft is no lest 
gratifying than certain that the program nf education ha* 
produced rnim, sprung from the sacerdotal class, whose emi¬ 
nent scholarly attainments high moral principles and mv 
blemished character, as wdl aw a practical useful career, have 
raised them to the foremost ranks of Hindoo sedetv. 
Uaiurnohun Roy, Dr. ¥L M. Banerjea, Pundit fisci C bunder 
Vi l 3yaiager, Ralxjo Bhoodeb Mixrkerjec, and others of equal 
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mental cojibre. are names deservedly Miahrirtetl hs the grateful 
memory of their caumrymen. if Western knowledge had 
not been introduced into India, men of such high culture, 
and moral excel knee would Imvc parsed away unnoticed 
and unrecagrikcd in the republic of letter?, and the fruits of 
their literary Laban-*, instead of being regarded as a valuable 
contribution to our stock of knowledge, wnttM have been 
buried in obscurity. To ttudy the lives of such distinguished 
pioneer* of Hindoo imllghtemnenV' bto atir up our breasts 
to an Exhilarating pursuit of high and ever-growing attain¬ 
ment* m intellect utij virtue?' 
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HIS k an euphonious ■oriental tftl* suggestive tfxamc 
arriialdc qualities which arc eminently calculated to 
adorn and elevate human life, A Bengalee Balioo 


of the present age, however, i? a curious product c. mjsofosl rjf 
V, -*V hcteo^tieMii demenK The importation of Western 
knowledge has imbued him with new farcied tfc i* , end 
shallow draughts Iulvg made him mgeticd and ^uperdihms. 
disdaining every tiling Indian. and affecting a InVc of 

European [Esthetics J he humourous perfb: mance of Lhtve 
Carson, and the caustic remark* of Sir All Naha, give 
graphic rep resell talicms of hk anglicised taste, habits and 


bcaTinr;. Any thing affected or imitated Is apt to nauseate 
when enntraded with the genuine and natural 


The anglicised Babe* - an; certainly n-dl meaning men, 
itiiithictii’dy disposed to move within the groove traditionally 
prescribed for them, but (lie sc im illation of European hfcu 
and a >crv1lfi imitation of Western manners Imve played 
^i;d havi>c with their original tendencies. Ambitious of being 
considered enlightened and elevated above the common herd, 
theif unproved tasto ind indmation almost unconsciously 
rdegatt them to the enchanted dream-land of Europe u} 
refiactneat* amidst the ridicule of the wise am! the discern* 
in Sr s, *lc-ty now-,why * is a quicks hi fling panorama. Old 
M:cn<3 and asagdaifam rapidly pass away to muhe room IV>r 
new ones, and prescriptive tuagtt fall into ©hlivimv A new 
oidfer of things spring? up, and new actors replace the old 
ones. The influence of the aged is dimlnidtiid, and 
young arid Impulsive scire with Avidity' the pnW or life, for- 
getting in their wild precipitancy the unerring dictates of 
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qoc.\ ddibsratmn, “ The hurried, tun t ling, tumultiKiiL-i, fever¬ 
ish PreSsW swallows up men's thoughts.’' and the momcntoiE^ 
mierrvfenf ncifety ibbHjttg in the future are almost entirely 
disregaritel The result necessarily carries them ivlde -i 
the great object of human life. They forfeit the regard httiJ 
sympathy of their fellmv countrymen whose moral -aid 
fmdlcefcuil advancement they should gradually strive to 
jntimdte by tuning their love and commence. 

As a man of fashion lie tuts a burlesque fsguxe by 
adopting partly Mussulman and partly European dress, and 
limtuting the European style of living, as if modem drilisa- 
lion could be brought about by wearing tight pantaloons, tight 
shrrts and block coats of a!paea or broadcloth. He culminates 
in a coquettish embossed cap or thin-folded shawl turban, 
with perhaps a shawl ncckdUlh tn winter. He eats mutton 
rAm and fowl curry, drinks Brandy ponce or Old Turn, 
ami Manilla or Hannah cigars a fa Frantattr. 

Certainly the use of llttise eatables and drinkables is pro¬ 
scribed in the Hindoo Sinatra, and an honest avowal of it 
will --nottcr or Liter expose him so public derision, and estmtigc 
him from the hearts or Ike orthodox Hindoos. A wise European* 
who has the real welfare of the people at heart, will never 
encourage such an objectionable Hue of conduct, because it 
is ytv ^ calculate*! to denationalise. To be more expli¬ 
cit even nt the risk of verbosity, it should be mentioned that 
Hahoos rodent in Calcutta not unjustly pride themselves 
on being the denizens oi the great Metro poll 3 uf firittih 
tndia, which b tin questionably the focus of enlightenment, 
the centre of civilization and refinement, and the emporium 
«f iV-hir.-u in the E.^t People itt the country glory arid con- 
pdfc themaelvev with the idea that in their .id opt Ion <if social 
manners and customs they follow the example «;if the big 
lh.l>oa» of Calcutta. Although the fashigtt^ of Hindoo 
iiocicty in Calcutta do but change with (hr rapidity they do 



Tttli BENGALEE BAf-Oil 


m 


in Park And London,, mofiThly, fortnightly and weekly, yet 
the) 1 vary, perhaps. mure in two or tilree years. und even 
then the diange In partial and not radicsl* Slowly and 
gradually, the Hindoo-, of Bengal have abandoned their origi - 
ttal ftlid primitive ilrc?< which omirBttd &f thin rifcflltei 
garments, suited to the warm t«ppcntture of the dimate at 
Iftu^i for the greater part of the year, and adopted that of their 
COUq uerniv A simple dhootee ind dubjah* with perks ps an 
•HtJtdJti on the had; and u folded pHgrte rm the head, cpn- 
-tiiutcd the dress nf a Bengali not long before the kittle r>f 
L] assay. The court dress uils, indeed, 90rncwh.1t different, 
blit then it was a servile imitation of thtd of a KnjpO' t chief 
rrr a Mussulman king. When Rajahs TLijbulluU and 
\\ibkkseji, and Sutldur-ud-din, a Mtili.uurcLn. attended the 
Government Haase in the time of Clive and Hasting 1 * what 
war-i their cotilt costume but an exact copy of the Muarill- 
mats dre-: ? liven now, after the little of a century and a 
half, they use their primitive dress at home, vt?., a ditorntt 
and an umn*y. An English man would not easily i^cognifie 
Jljr identify a Bengalee At home and a Bengalee in his office 
di'css, the difference being iitrifcmg and marked. But the 
establishment of the British rule in India haa Introduced a 
vct T U»«il change in the national costume and taste, iW.v- 
jiecttvc of tlic intellectual revolution, which ia still greater. 
Twenty year; ago tiic gala dre** of a Bengalee boy consist- 
tr ‘ 111 3 dm pie IJatca tAdv'fnr and » UicCa r.Ayt, with a jrafr 
°f tknari-worked shoes: but ntnv rich English, German anil 
Lhina at f P, 1 !c and vdv c t vrl E (i cmk . ed flowers, .mil 

gfLl ntid silver fringn&and outskirts have come into fashion 
and gcrtcrtil use. it is a common sight to see boy the 
m a patttnlu’n and cwt. made c>f rhe above eoatly stuff*, with 
a laced velvet cap, driving about the streets of Galcdltw duruiET 
the festive days, Of course the more genteel ami nicnjcrt 
of the class. j.vViv*/ <fasrt by nye ami experience, do not 
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to In the juvenile Uitv for the gaudy and sJvwy. As 
become their maturer yeary they arc satisfied with a derail 
bnaaddoLb cost and pantaloon, with a while dwtli or Cash,» 
fccps shawl more in accordance with simple English 

taste. But boLli tin* young md the old miul have pal cue 
japan leather fltoo&i from Cuihbcrtwafl and Harper, Mrmteltfi 
% Co, m the Boilinets Street Chinese shoemakers,,the laced 
Mu^Ttil jnan .dioes having gone entirely out uf fashion. Neir 
b tlie tiwle of tltc Hindoo females in a primitive tttigps as 
C ar sts e<>stilne*s is concerned- Instead nf Dacca Tucnha or 
Belli Biftffn Sari, they imujt have cither Benares j»e]d cm* 
hroidcml or French emhassed gossamer Son, with gold lace 
border? and end.-i. It would not lie not of ph«;e to notice 
here that it would be a very desirable improvement lit the v 
of decency to introduce among the Hindoo females of Bengal 
a stouter fabric (or theft garment in place of the present 
thin, flimsy* loose J*rt\ without any Other covering over it. 
In this respect, therr si iters of the tfortH-Wert era -ind 
Central Pmrvirie&i, as well as those of the South. arc decidedly 
more decent ami reijjcctable. A few respectable Hindoo 
todies have of late years begun to put an nr p n r Kt 

over their bodies, but lit ill the muter vestment i- shamefully 
indelicate Why *ja not the ltabooi of Bengal itrive Id 
introduce a salutary change in the dress of their ninth i 
Wiv6Jv iisters and daughters, which private dr'ccncj . s ,id 
public morality moss urgently demand ? These social re* 
forms must gr* hand in hand with mrgk>iv\ moral and tr.tclH'e- 
timl impfovtinent. 'Hie one b oa essential to Hie deration 
tend dignity of female character a> the other is to the advance¬ 
ment of the nation in the stale of civil bailor]. 

The Lancashire and German wuiv ct>- have -unpin esufe 
to fcjolar that their manufactured adored w> ollcn fabrics 
tae greatly ^upcr^cflcd the Indian P'ukwiHo pootla—Cash- 
mere shawl3 not exccjKed,—^ind European Cashmere, bru.uF „ 
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doth, flannrd, badery ,iiid hibGuduvheiy .sre now in great 
htrrju -t. f ir m the wealthiest Baboo k* the commonest fruit 
seller, half ht;sc or fuD stocking? are very commonly used, 
Tkb fvrrm an e^ential part t the official gear of a.ktmu&£ 
(writer) of the present day. though he is now aeea fritheut 
I its national fugftt or head dt ■->= 

A Bengalee I 5 .d»-, i- said to be & money-making man, 
B> the most mgertfous makeshifts he contrives to cam 
onrjtj-h to citable him to mate both end* meet, and lay 
by something for the evening of hi* life He is generally 
a thrifty character. and dees not much snir.d how the World 
ivlwn his otm faoattft is positive. He lucks enterprise, 
■ni:| f- therefore most reluctant to engage in any haphazard 
commercial venture, though he Isas very butdatik patterns 
-amongst hU own country-men, who. by dint of energy* pm* 
deuce, perseverance ami probity, have risen from sn obscure 
position In life to the foreroost rank of successful Native 
tnunrluuitt. He Es destitute of pluck, snd the risk of a coni' 
mcrcial venture Btarcs him in the face in ah his highways 
and byway?, in many eases |ro has inherited a colossal for- 
time, but that doc, m>t >tir up irr Iii = breast an enterprising 
-piiit. Eh: sock* and courts service, and in nine cases cut 
-j. r sou succeeds. The sweets of sendee, and the prosptet 
‘if promotion and pension dowly *lcal into lira soul, and he 
gladly bends his neck under the yoke of Servitude- It Is 1 
lamimtahle fact that hr i* astctngCf to that proud stibmbsten 
it Lhr bean fvhich keeps, alive in servitude it=df the spirit 
of an exalted freed urn" As a vanquished race, subordi- 
nation U the inevitable lot tif the Natives, bur it is edifying 
E " hmv tSuy hug ft* trammels with perfect complacency. 
The Engiisb Govern men l b u> the people of Bengal 
a special Exk.ii, 4 gmh$entl. Almost every respectable family 
«vf Bengalee 11 a boo*. |>sus.l or present, is more or less indebt¬ 
ed u> It Tor its status and distinction, position ami influence, 
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affluence and prosperity. The records or Authentic hlvtury 
clearly demonstrate the fact thnt the Baboo* of Bengal have 
been more benefited by their British mien; than ever Uiny ivcre 
imdor tiieir own dynasty. Instances arc ihH wanting to 
corroborate the fact. The love of money fa natural in man, 
and few mm are mare powerfully and, fu many case*, more 
liangcroudy influenced by It than the people of this country - 
H it ia a thirst which ii inflamed by the very copiousness of 
itis draughts." 1 ’ Possession or accumulation does not suffi¬ 
ciently satisfy it 

Experience tad observation amply attest the truth of the 
k [towing current saying among the Hindoos of the Upper 
Provinces, t£j,, “ Kama? fa i^emai/aA, A>U> r ,i/, t ■fifafaiVitf/aA* 
the meaning r r which is, the English cam. the Bengalee* 
plunder. To be more explicit, the English continue to extend 
their con quests, the Bengalee llaboos participate in the loaves 
and fishes of the Public Service. In a dejected spirit of 
mind, a Hindousthanec Is often heard to mourn ; Itc ad- 
dreuac^ a Sahib in the most respectful mariner iinafinable, 
by m i ng such flattering terms a* * Khvdi$MH<t js mfysit- 
fnir t " but in nine e-vses out of ten the SqJiib u urn fully turn* 
away hi* luLiil , when, on the contrary, i Bengalee gir gir 
fvrrfuy di& bafh 5 mtny diju , r. V, jabbers to him u few worth:, 
hg patiently listen* to him, and signifies his acquiescence in 
wbnt heap by a and, I n hi* boorish simplicity, the H indoor* 
tltanee concludes that the Bengalee Baboo? are well versed in 
charm i, or else bow do they manage to tame a grim biprd 
like vi Sahib. 

With a view to remove this erroneous impression, wjtfch 
until recently was so ic sy common among the inhabitant;? 
of the Upper Provinces, and the existence of which fa m 
prcjudidal to the general encouragement of education 
throughout India, as well as to the impartial character and 
high dignity M the parammmt {tower, the local Governments 
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have been dimmed Jn futun- to sdeei i-sT public service all 
ilic ohnrited Natives bi .p AOt! bred tip rnidvi ilieir respective 
AdfnmlifcratJoas in preference Eo l he lknoojec* Tints the 
upi ration uf a Ttengalcc Baboo, ■ far a> Public Service 
i-i cortccmcil, is now restrictoerci within the limits of his own 
Provm cr. 

A Bengalee Rabom l a hit eager hunter after academic 
honors- The Uni verity confers on hint the high degrees of 
11 A., M, -V. and It. I-, and lie d rst mjj i]hflp > hltuiclf &a a 
qwakfng member of the Bfiifoh Indian Association or of the 
Calcutta Municipality, He dsa reads valedictory addresses, 
to retiring Governor ami other Guvnmmcnt M^nifkoe*. 
fie ia created a Maharajah, r. Rajah, a Kar ftuhadoof, rith 
perhaps the additional paraphernalia of C S t, or C L E. 
Ag a ripe man uf vivid ambition and lofty aspbatfeut, he 
necessarily hankerr after anti iir all mgog u> da^h thrnuph 
thick and thin for these new honors and decoration:*. I tc drives 
swiftly about hi his barouche with his staff holder oti the 
cutmh-box in broadcloth ti-crj - Unfortunately no baronetcy 
blazons forth in IteugaScc heraldry, like that bestowed on 
Sir jamjsctjce Jccjeebhpy, The cause fo obvious, No 
millionaire Bengalee has in thi day contributed *o muni¬ 
ficently to public tharitk> a.* the Parses bamaeL 

WIi en that < l Ut in g uifilled H ftufoo reFriftner, Bata»i 
I Kvark.iiHith Tagore*—the most staunch coadjutor of Rajah 
liammohim R.py,—visited England, ii was rqwrtcd that Iter 
Majesty Ltd inxKd graciously offeixd in confer - nr him the 
tiih- of a Rajah; and Ivds liberality and public spirit fully 
entitled him lo I hat high dlsLiiietRin but lie sioliLcfy refused it 
on the ground that liffi ^vsitinu did not juntify hi* .iqeepliit" 
*1, Me lelt that the abarinu of 3 name without sub.tanee 
was bill mockery,. When Rajah Radhakant Deb was elect¬ 
ed President of the British Indian Association 11 he used in 
declare tbit he was- more proud of that office than of hia 
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title -if ILijsdi BotuultAH', inasmuch a> it indicated tlw diiel 1 - 
ship of a body which was n power in the State and was des¬ 
tined u. achieve immense good kw the Country" At tfie limn 
of the Prince of Wale*' visit to Cal cult a, ft was said that s 
certain Em- dish-made Rajah was introduced by a Gr/Vtrn- 
ment Mogriiftco to the Maharajah uf Cashmere; among uLher 
mattery the Coshmen: Rsjah out of curicnity orited the 
Ekflj’af Rajah. ” where was his Raj and wha? was the strength 
h f his army?” The question at once puxxled him, cuul HU 
atjBWCT was anythin© hut satisfactory, Of all the Indian 
Viceroys Lord Lyitan \vm certainly the most liberal in he 
ing these hollow titles on ihc Babor** of HencjaL uttiier a 
mKiaScctt notion of winning the love and confidence* which 
ought to constitute die solid basin of a gnod Governmenh A 
R^j airship,* without the necessary equipage and materifil and 
moral grandeur of royalty Eft but a gilt cm am Pit that diaries 
at first sight but possesses little intrinsic value; it is in fact a 
monomer T a dum, a comUcricii. The love of honor or pc^a 
con^tEttitis one of the main principles of human nature, A 
Rajah, in the true acnnc of the word, is one who *,harc± in Lite 
fijyidiy of divine attributes He oh&uld ?L>meinber that a man 
ti bound to look to mmethmg rmwe'than his mem wardrobe 
and tide : he must possess a good nigs nnd a greatness which 
would benefit tficjiinoiui^ and tens of thousand^ of his fellow- 


* Is I. * iUiE.*p£Ulil« T-Jit, tkrt iJ e, 'ji£ - bait .31: i. a h.:% • imt ultn .nn^ jjl» 
55*1 a Wstfeit #i Use liflTtraMl 3 dsttt t£ an pviWnhtd t lw*» 1 r in IVnoillx 
mi (iatamitfU «m i*ul ■smilwnnf*. ,u nmn«*4ttiW «hI wit « ««py *f N 

tu jtip- iIih E,n^H*KTtdl V Rajiita, |viitl>,S l p |4 ni*.j i>. » |j pjg 

tidwt«wr tt-gyStf nttly i ijdmd * fTtv .- I Kirn tjjnnfch It ma m Instruct 

tfrt (ttfcl Wfflgrcliv* Tnnmjt. Thu lY/lsil rtffiti. t »M Ufiumumi lie LSbt; i 
Mf ill 1 . li v.'rini !uw«rclj ili> jrtrt-o imj*. ,!■■— i I / IkJt tUOtte 

t ■ '■ <Vb! AiA I/H itr iMirKT -*iiV t*1 tbs I iwt rmlja™ reriuinri £9 

(wip® OWi»Maa*d^f |w[i» !•> u<- -rn r ksmlbiM numiKcem 4 Lb* hie 
IM**i Killy I Krooni taigh 4*1 tllli 

inrMr 4 miuntn tliti^iube tart, si - »4. *jwir vp^-.U «t /«.*«» nil 
Uk e™timatiw V.a«Lhj«f, tMr crmil K|!|s po*i= cf the Ilfe»^ u . 

W|» TdK«T)-* \> bttlrt, iLLLl ciirtjmn* io rtBJTi-: Jilt nLOufCMC <rn thr ttiws at 
the .pps^k ^ iismu 1*1 t i p«Mr 5^1 =btt Hfiirtnol EJmh 1^5 v r XHC,(fcT 

Upea B»}crfi.EnJTiri<_ 
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creature by the exercise of real disinterested virtue. Such 
a career alone can leave an imperishable ami ennobling name 
behind, which will go down to posterity aj a patten* * of mural 
grandeur.* Politically considered these titles and decorations 
have their value. Inasmuch as they have a tendency tn pro- 
motc the iHtfnU fvniialf between the rulers and the rulwi, 
and, next to the Public Debt, furnish, in an indirret way, an 
additional buttress to the stability of the British Indian em¬ 
pire. 

In former times, when the English rule was in its incep¬ 
tive stage, when external pageant—the outcome of vanity— 
was not much thought «if, when the simple taste of the people 
wa3 not tainted by luxury and corruption, art unnatural crav¬ 
ing for titles exerted but a very feeble influence on the minds 
Of the great. Instead of seeking “the bubble reputation" they 
vied with each other in tire extent of their rrliginus gifts and 
endowment* affording substantial aid to the learned of the 
land and to. the poorer classes of the community. A spirit 
of disinterestedness: and self-sacrifice never at variance with 
magnanimity was con-tpicuou* (n all their gifts. The im¬ 
mense extent of Debaua and Brahtuatftt land. L e. rent-free 


tenures throughout Bengal even after the relentless operation 
of the Resumption Act, still bear? testimony to their disinter¬ 
ested benevolence and the heartiness with which they entered 
Into other men'll interests. Of course they were incapable 
♦if comprehending the innumerable affinities umi relations of 
life in all its varied plunes, rising from the finite and transient, 
to the infinite mid the enduring, lmt whatever they gave, they 


* Of *l1 ihc EariWi-maila Rs.sh- of ihc prorat tUr, Hi* uWxthx to mov- 

k j| t at. . a ( ll._.1 |L lilr la 


Me, it, Mntu»jsl» SLt^ttvU t Uuilkit of thta Citj, msm of th, aulir alsrtfmU. 

* *y*ph Hr*Ui*i uni nnummiuc. h»> motulstU to a great <kguw s entwine* 
luiioctcin ki tcUc*: •uftnlRj* ht::nsnit) ott.I m- do pool lit atceliiu Kvrci did tic 
tfir^iU ta tltttai hit** If, I * the .Mtutr -if Hit raw f*btJr antler. 

«nMcrl with an Intxllt^nu muhh. b itAtrH taitc. tml rooai4mf4« «njat«c aiuHlv, 
bn ttmnu p woat i tlnom ull otliu i-ntin yf g n it a aw lulu Ihn -b-lt, Uc U n-* 
•miiiu.jii, tu w.* la* saacs- llu thrw**, the fvt, tkr wnmtar of a iluil&j 
tnquuiauuj. 
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gsiiVtiir.iL with a stinted hand m r in an cdcntatkms way, bur 
with § truly benevolent and disintcnested hearts broking to the 
Most High fin* their guerdon. The sublime gml elevated c: iri- 
ctptfmi of .irgam*jd charity never peru*toted their mind . 
Religious gift:: and endowments former! ihc great bull; of 
their contributions. but they also made permanent proTriu'ti 
tor Eire relief of She helpless *!wj the destitute.* not on the 
recognised prinriplto of English charity, r, r. the Hospital 
vystetn, Ilsur Nurses' Institutions, Reformatories ftar ui • n. : m- 
natvs, parish relief funds for the aged anil infirm, provision 
* f improved dwellings ai well as for baths and wastvhonscfl 
for the working-classes inaugurated by the mugidflceni gift 
by Mr, G. I'c-abixly of £2$opoo t fuggaI achooiU ami asylum* 
for the deaf, dumb (tnd blind, supported by voluntary contri¬ 
butions, and other ot^mtsod mctluxls for- the relief of distress 
am) destitution throughout the country. It is a sad reflecrirn 
nti the benwolent deposition of Lise Natives that they cannot 
btml of anything leafing a remote analo-^v to the atxm? 
Teeogrifsed fisffms of Charity, In India there is much mtlivi* 
dual charily of an impulsive and Interested character, but 
the great element of success In English charily is cetnbmo 
lion and organisation, without which no work of public 
utility can 1>C practically carried out. 


-- — j ,luipuug, a rr.n,mir;a:in: 

K 1 ™" “ mw TE "** n (af lnE IM L 1 i lQF| «Tthe W 3 M tm ,1 JiKyint 

inti^ ici«t oj hi. «illhjf M..w t rr^nasi M A to 

itwia. *a4 ifl to rgfte* vl to life hM, «th odj f □ d do* bm> to 

i ;V'?- !: ’ ii i ,‘ J wW m*mmoA a h, ^oun* 

JrJ ^ ^ t 1 5 Sr (rnm mmii 

ful i/ frflffl. W teq^ H.auTtOBiinBg w m , 
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! .» iMiv. » *llll hr 1 ,TJV ill tl till WA#* 1 ! -Il_l \k ^ ^ ■ T-M ^ 


u,2 ■ — rfirin mu a l s eec iiusi^ Ltiuj d 4lifc iriliTiIrA l3i^ 

hj* '* »=- «?X aui wkjj, itJ. 
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(t k ubvioun that the peculiar vxial economy of the 
Natives present? an almost inTupmibk barrier to iht hanruu 
nioiii ams!garmiEon nf the diffeteut elaaifis artificially split 
fnt» mttfleroiH subdivtafonrh hi she of Poona. 

Mr. FlpluTvtfmm nays, there arc shout 150 different cartel, 
atk! fn Bengal they am very tmmeroiui They maintain ihdr 
div- 1 tiwzmr ah>curely derived, Wftfe great strictness “ 
This rrhjjioits, social and mural duties of these classed exlll- 
hil marked differences, which Aht np|Kje**J In the com hit i&i inn 
< f united efirartu itl tire cttBc of relieving offering hnma* 

nit)'- The idea of a rortmiia! brotherhood and a wyatem 
of urriverial philanthropy. such at Chrfstiaiut) lia it imUy 
in indurated, is much too derated for the narrow, cnnlTiicird 
mirtils of the people. Tmlcpcmlent of the mitncrmi* silk- 
livkiuU'- «if iaatC, unhappily there IstBl &rl£U .111 imp.-VM.ihle 
gulf between the E l inden ts and Mitsui niuji*— at present the 
children iif the s amp anil—which has bjUicrtu kept up a. state 
1 unjullmvf-d *rpnratE;tts. essentially at variance with .. 
conH-d coalition for the c<m i >umrnaTion of any comprehensive 
SSf®*ttO fiif Public Oiarity designed to benefit boili. Agjt 
U'as rotacd in the mimJ-* of the twn comm unlike an iinpla* 
cable mutual Jute, unite subversive of the be>t enterest* of 
Immunity, BtausibJe ariiiimen l^i mu) be adducent m support 
-'I liv existence- of This race antngummi, bir: let both of 
them be attired that w by abusing this world they skil l not 
taun a beftsc" Let every act or reeling or motive of both 
ra ^ % be merged in one Harmon i n whole, developing the 
].'!"fcctii jii of human nature tu 2 i.LMintx ahJ bright reality - 
A Bengalee Baboo is frmd of d he u-,ring European 
poliTio. The reading of history has given him a superficial 
-Jii into the (fite anti progress of nation*. He due# not 


‘ lUriiiiK uiufsyi liupii-, wtaiur mil "fltGOfmtiit im<ilwBT+k * whitra* 1 
ili: t ..t•**..*..!. • i j-i-4i*i=! UijirryJivti IftUat "< * uiiii|™miiii: 
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deny (hat he amplifies and emphasises the sentiments he ba* 
learnt in the school of English politics. The orations Of 
Ls.ll SIah tin Ghose in England have proved that n native of 
India has metered the art erf thinking on his kgs, which i* 
the beginning ami end of orator}-. A few more men !iks- 
hiiii, steadily working In earnest ttt the fountain head of 
power* would certainly awaken public ait enters toward > thr 
present condition of our country. It was Lord William 
ilcnttnck who advised u body of Native Mcmorudtstn, on xiou? 
for the political cm an dpaticrtt of thdr country, H U> continue 
to agitate until they primed their and, Constittttk>rtid repro 
xMniution to proper authority, his Lordship remarked, would 
as much command public attention as idle* friction- de¬ 
clamation divert it,* He was cmptialicalty the 1 * Peoples 
William" in India, m Gladstone is the " Peopled WillE 
in England* He was a statesman who directed htn whole 
otteptfun and energy to Internal Improvement T repudiating 
all schemes of aggression or conquest, His beneficence, 
immcrmllHcd In a noble monument—the Calcutta Medical 
Col luge,—wHl be mure gratefully acknowledged by the taied 
generation than the genius of a Hastings, a Wellesley; of 
a JjaL]i mute. 

Tire complete emancipation of India, however* fa a 
question of time* Bab ?>:* Lull M ali (in Ghose's speeches i n 
England have not been entirely fruitless, inasmuch a* they 
have evoked and enlisted the sympathy of u few leader* of 
public opinion. He la manfully struggling to remove the bar 
of political disabilities, and to secure far hh countryman the 


benefit of representative f«*t[tvtinu-. for the recognition ond 
appreditran of which they nr* now prepared. While they 
hope far the beat. they must he prepared for the worst. Thev 

*V<3J ft* pe**m ntnnndwi lilt fey* fth«■ Cbi^lcUjii* frfffr m «U> 
pfa**w;= TluntDdU M Hi HJK ± Jus i'l l rtf in lW r rTBxds^n- 
InLaajiC i tah, loflWt frTlItT T^nka! ftmmarai'Kio 4J f | t „l| g fatfor* Uk im»m>I p u 
Heft ftjTP nrr^are ] Ifi iFfiTiouiit tin Vila* .[ «F±i: jt ij«kb iinj 







THE HEXGJLEE TABOO. 20j 

must I dm meanwhile to cherish, as among the essential 
' lr‘menl- i ultimate -ucce^, ;* firm. manly, Independent and 
self-denying spirit 

A itengalec Rai»n h ft in voted .1 man of tall talk. 
V'atiturin h hi-, forte Thh b sund> true to a certain extent; 
and until he descend* from the elevated region of specula- 
tioii to the matter of fact arena of practice, b-.ifi hb writing! 
arid buroigirts must uecea^arily prove abortive. He imm 
'rnrn to exchange hh verbosity for action in the great bailie 
uF fffv, TT.very great politician or Rtalesman must have 9 
thorough practical training to enable him to overcame the 
opp&dtion oF different faedoiu who*? Interests are jeojvsrdi«u! 
by lib success, ami to rentier hb id mini strati an a blessing to 
ihr people. He must be prepared to grow and advance 
under Stiverw influences. The history of thiu consummate 
statesman. Sir Saiar Jung, nf that rlbtiijgubhed scholar and 
councillor. Str T M.idco Rao, of that astute minister:, Maha- 
rajali Sir Dlnkttr Ran. fumbhrs iiie menu convincing examples 
of superior administrative ability combined ivlth practical 
wisdom, Lard Northbrook, In % s ret tit fticcch at Birtaing- 
ham r has made honorable mention of these three eminent 
fitatesmen, whoa* valuable services in their respective spheres 
have long since eslabli >imd llid> substantial claim? to the 
the gratitude nf T heir tdlmv eoUTttfJTncit Whr 1 ■ Si? Sabir Jung 
vi bred Luropc, lib very comprehensive and enlightened vitnvi 
elicited u:c adrolratton *A ftvcml of the wiuet statesmen 
tfu- age, | \\ y a y e nttd -nicct^ful -tdininLiTaii.-m at 3 ndcrahud, 
amidst the ilcrcft opjxmion of factious parties* affords an 
Admirable ihq^iratinn hi# superior practical WtOtom; 
WIicit. ...jT 5 e thirty yenr- agr>, Maharajah Sir Dinkur Rjr> 
Calcutt il he was tiie wonder of all uhn heard him 
enunciate, hi a Idling speech at the Town Hah, hh high* 
nuhie and practical views on call Government. The irpccdi 
was not made feverish by visions of hidktmct good, n? Mr. 
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Tbci*ir*re Dickens said, but it wo> a clear exposition of the 
liber.il sentiments of a wise statesman. 

The Bengalee* arc not a warlike race. Tlurir traditional 
habits and usages, their physique, their diet and dm*?, tlurir 
natural tendency to slothfulncss and effeminacy, their prover¬ 
bial quietude, their general want of pluck and manly spirit, their 
ascetic composure, placing the chief jby* of life in rest and 
competency,—art heirloom descended from their ancestors,— 
all indicate an unvrarlike temperament. During the Mutiny 
of i{t75 ( —un event which in atrocious acts of cruelty incom¬ 
parably surpasses all other historical event* ever record¬ 
ed.—that kind hearted Governor General, Lord Canning, 
was advised tv introduce Martial Law into Calcutta, but 
he negatived the proposal by emphatically declaring in the 
Council Chamber that the Bengalees are a mild, tame, in¬ 
offensive and loyal race of people, whose only weapon of 
defence is a simple penknife A common Police constable 
with his baton b to them a grim master of authority, S 
red-coated Highlander is formidable enough to cope with 
:uid drive away an immense croud of Bengalee* even in 
the very heart of the C«t> of Palace*, while in the village* 
all r.hop'? and house* are dosed at thu very sight of an 
European soldier m his uniform. In fact Bengal can well be 
governed by a handful of Native Police constable*, especially 
when tlic Arms' Act » in full force. Unlike the military 
races of Upper India, or the border tribe*, the Bengalee* will 
never, even under die influence of the mrot aggravated wroti^ 
and injuries, retaliate s»t report to such a dcsjicraie court of 
appeal as war anti murder 

English U the adopted Language of a Bengalee Baboo. 
It is an instructive study to take a cursory view of the 
rapid progress of English education throughout India from 
the day when David Hare had held out |*ccuntary induce¬ 
ments to Hindoo youths to attend his school and Dr. DuiT 
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called in the aid of Ramnrnhun Roy to found the infant 
General Assembly* Institution, now developed into the largo! 
College in 1 ndia. Fifty years ago. who dreamt or m en hazard¬ 
ed a prediction that a Native lad of sixteen or seventeen 
years of age would venture to traverse the perilous «xcan and 
compete for the Civil Ser\ ice Examination in England, paying 
no heed whatever to the manifold disadvantage* arising from 
social persecution, ami the disruption of domestic relation* 
of the tendered nature When Bacon said that knowledge 
w power, he certainly did not mean physical but intellectual 
power, it is the irresistible influence of this power that 
ho* inspirited an Indian youth to appear at the English 
“open cu^lpelitkJn , ' for the purpose of winning academic 
spurs and entering a cloe»c!y fenced service; it is the quicken¬ 
ing Influence of this power, combined with on enterprising 
spirit, that has gradually enabled a mere handful of English 
adventurers to convert a nmall factory Into one of the vastest 
empires In the East- The gigantic stride* that English 
education bus mode in India within a short time, have been 
the wonder of the age. the foundation rock of her ultimate 
emancipation. Midatly, morally and intellectually The prison 
wall round the mind which ages hod reared and learning 
fortified has been completely demolished, and not only men 
but matronly zenana females have picked up a few crumb* of 
broken English word* which they occasionally use in familiar 
conversation, for Instance, Rail, Talygmf. Guvner. Juj 
Majistcr, High Cote, etc. 

Some of the Bengalee Baboon read and write English 
with remarkable fluency, and the epistolary correspondence of 
most of them is commonly carried cm in that languag«5- 
When two or more educated Baboo* meet bigethcr, or take 
their constitutional in the morning, they perhaps talk of some 
lea/ling articles in tlw Anglo-Indian or English journal! or 
periodicals, and eagerly communicate to each other “the fk»t- 
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'*am anti jetsam of Advanced European thoughts, the ripest 
outcome lb the Nineteenth century, nr the aflcroulh In 
the Fortnightly.'" is if the vurnacuJ.ir dialect were put at all 
litted for the commumcatinn of ihdt ideas. It h a pity that 

the cuEtivnthu and improvement of a nut irmnl literature_the 

embodiment of natfmul thiyght and Unie and the main-' 
ypnng of national cnlightenrftcm—Srddr>m or never engager 
their seriotL^ar ten tie n* Hut it is a great mistake to *upposr 
tin** llsrj Imig? m'i.i • b| r!H *r.di..r; |- fUitsdSon -i» U thorough!*- 
inrtmrtct! raid reformed through the medium of a foreign 
language. The richness and copiousness of moderp English, 
combining ha it does conciseness with lulidity and perspi¬ 
cuity. are admittedly very great; rt h admirably adapted for 
the educated but i| It not equally suited to the capacity 
4nd comprehension >[ the v&K)\ It f, incumbent. therefore-, 
on all well disposed Hfiuloos, ivho have the red welfare or 
tticir cuuntn at IlcreI, to ewdeavcrur to fertilise their national 
literature liy traiHpl anting into h the advanced thoughts 
of modem Europe, iuid to enrich h with copiousness such as 
would obviate itj acknowledged deficiency and baiTGfUlcsv 
L ntu tln5 l» done, it is t4 tui reasoua! it? to expect elegance 
and perfection in the national literature as it ts to expect 
imnest in seed-time or the full vigor of manhood in ihe 
incipient state uf chiklhi^Hh 

Amuredly the Bengalees are a race of L*ta*w of 
n riti-nv. as Nwpoteon wtd the English were a natl m of tAm]+- 
keeper* Evci>* mtirhmg mul evuning, almost all dm main 
■ ts of Calcutta letting to the English quarter-bright 
j inspect fur the Tram way—*rc literally throngcrJ with itrmm 
croud» of iterance* in Uivii white d, -th uniform* busily 
milking far their respective offices. either in shabby foykipj| 
third class hackney carriage* or on foot. A foreigner not 
uL-cd lu iUdi cannot kid rilnir. 1 UTicunbcinujJy iq come 
i*> a corKduiiiL.it that the ikfigalec* are a juiicti bf kcraiicov 
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Every GovenuncnL Railway or Merchant'-- office^ U filled 
with these Bnixias, cither actually* employed or serving nn 
probation. biding their time in fond expectation M f picking 
up st -dux ! official bread, buttered or mi butte: eh Even 
graduate* uJHiur Cdeutta L-nlvatifty do uot liedtatc to servo 
apprentices, because a cotfegiate course J<iei not teach the 
rules of bureaucracy or official runtime, ’-lost of them are 
:£’<hJ c^jjyluU of clever ace- tun tan t> while 4 few are corresn 
pondenoe clerk*. As a rule, their pay Is very small: compared 
with what is given to English C|c;k>, hr reason* which I 
need riot dilute upon here. 

Within the range of our experience, extending over fifty 
years, we remember only one Native gentleman—Baboo 
Shamil Chum Dey\ the present vke-chairman of the Calcutta 
Municipality—*who, by his tried ability, intdiigruce and 
integrity' hai managed to climb to the top of kerantedom. 
lf> recognition u| his high efficiency his salary has been 
raised to one thousand Rupee* a mouth. in -pitc of man> 
Ipitjmofcs of -utperve^fon E, in common with others, am 
fully persuaded that had he been a ihitish bom Civilian, 
he would undoubtedly have drawn a much larger salary, 
But it h useless to repine at a misfortune which is inevi¬ 
table, 

Even the amusements of 4 Bengalee JUUo are more 
or loss anglicised. Instead of the traditional Jafrms, (ns* 
Presentation:? ( mid Cot-w (popular ballads] In !ui- gradually 
inbiOod j i tj-ur for theatrical p-eHprminccv and native 
muhent iuitnitfii£iits ore -upersedud by European flutes, 
CGnceitiuas and hammuiums, organs and pianc-fortos. This 
Is certainly a tlfcfaletf improvement on the old umiejuafed 
*y : ,tem, dcmonsiratfrrg the slow grouih of a refined tact a. 
1 hug wb see fri almost every plu^t: of hTe, it hume or outride, 
the Bengalee B*bo<i U £umpamimi lit bh styEe of living 
h bs mode of dnsa, in h is writings in Iik public and private 
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utterance*, in hi- hotuiehnl i ^irangcrneiiii anti furniture, In 
hin bearing and department, in his strain! intercourse. in hh> 
mental at^omplbilimcnU, ami In fact, In hi* paaalniiflljfr jmf* 
tiality for WeatCttl .rniiirtlc^ he Is a tnixliniril Anyl.a-lndt.nu 
Hut It were devoutly to be wished that hr possessed * 
target mlljibttltfe oT the cdsciitLnI dciaeno or Euntipfeon 
trmhfttbress of £ltai*actcr, energy and trumKncfe* bf Mftfrfo. 
Attmght forward ness m lib dealings with society, nobilitv 
wntiinejit. magnanimity combMed ^'Uisan|iliiiv.dfeaittefftst' 
e4 love- and sympathy. and above aJI.mural and Mills! 

ftjcvajii ii 
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THE KOBIKAJ OS NATIVE PHYSICIAN. 

* E W1THSr ADDING the rapid progress oF mcdk.d 
science throughout the country -slice the establish’ 
merit of the Calcutta Medical College, it $) 
undeniable fact that the practice of Hituh-■* A',?j hint/,-: .in t 
Mussulman failhtti still continues to find favour in the eyes 
of s large sectlnii of the Indian imputation, In Chemistry, 
Anatomy* Midwifery nmi Surgery* the derided superiority of 
the EngINli i>vflf the Native system, is admitted by nil. This 
is unijiiestiiinahly mi age of improvement; evaytHteg around 
i: indicates the progressive development of arts arid sciences,, 
and a society that doe- not keep pace with the onward a torch 
of Intellect is certainly much behind the age. 

There was a time when upwards of sixteen original 
medical writers, wms of v/h^wr works ire still extant, itaur- 
isiied in India* mid medicines prepa red tocordiug to the 
formulas of tlic A Hthc best standard medical work— 
were supposed to have produced wholesome results, affording 
no inconsiderable amount of relief to thousands afflicted with 
diseases of various, kinds, and even of amot malignant rkorje- 
ter, Utiller the Hind >u dynasty, every' e no Linage in tr m was 
given Ki the cultivation urn I improvement of medical science 
Next to the Brahmims the Volya, etas> was respected, Ihcniyh 
s^metimfts they are unjustly twitted with wJmt h called 
a hybrid origin. It k, however, foreign to our purpose 
to determine this point* which seems to be eflvtdopod in 
absentity. The mrrrnicin theory on which the Hindoo sv^tem 
r -f physic Ls based, hri:l rcfercjicc to the country, the jtfcavai 
IU1, I tile age of the patient, to which W supcrcitfdpd the count? of 
regimen Tiqited to bis physical urganlsiition. f lu; sciuntiftc 
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and phfltyfCTtrfdcal theory is tint :lit:re me certain defined 
elements in the human hotly on the natural equilibrium ol 
which mainly depends the health of man. The disturbance 
ij f th£l normal equilibrium, either by the increase or decrethte 
of the essential Ingredients, deranges the system and requires 
tli-_ use of medicines generally obtained from several kgjULi 
of Indigenous drugs, bark, root, wood, fruit*. flowers, mt- 
trtls. See. 

From the cabling medical works according to which 
medicines ore prepared and cures effected, it is evident thol the 
Hindoo system is not entirely destitute of science, hut t he light 
it h capable of diffusing is greatly dimmed by a. oomhinadnii 
nf unfavourable circumstances brought about by the over¬ 
throw of (he Hindoo dynasty, the decay of learning in every 
branch of human knowted^e:, and the consequent growth and 
progress of empiricism* 

iii his eleventh discourse before the Adatlc Society, that 
distinguished aricntaHtt, Sir Will bin Jones, has sold '“Physic 
appears tn three regions to have been from time immemorial 
as vie see it practiced at this day by the Hindoo*and 
Mn^ulmana. a mere tunphical history of diseases ami medi¬ 
cines .' 1 This is presumably a remark applicable to a society 
but little removed from n stale of harkiri#m, but the exif- 
(etiec of inch sdcnlific works as Ajun^fn, Nf&m r C/ixrrmk- 
Swatru, £*muitirg'rafot, B$ufya l Siirs>xsvm w &£,, rumidiea 
abundant prouf that the Ilind»K> syittm of physic is not 
altogether founded on empiricism. 

In 1S3S the Honorable die East India Company np- 
pomttd a Cdramfttcc, insisting of Ur*. Jackson, Rankin 
JJwiroby, f ear&on, W. II. 0 ShiUj^hn essy and Mr James Pfin^p 
1 examine and report upon the state of die Bonorahk Com- 
panyV Dispensaries, and die ptmibi% of substituting native 
drags for European medicine^ the primary object being two- 
fbU namely dicapures and dEcicy Death ill htsiltli ami 
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the casualties of the service dispersed. the Committee ton_g 
befijfc the members could ueetunplfeh tlie Lask imposed > n 
them, and mbscqitently the ivhnle charge derived u|«w 
Dr, \V II O Shaii^mcsw, who. after the unwearied labour 
of" fotir years, assisted by of the best Native physicians, 
prcrtlttced a work entitled "The Bengal Dijipen^wy'" |iublishbd 
under the authority of ihe Government of India, which still 
nmuimu .. valuable monument of hi* mdorid table -cal and 
untiring devotion to medical science. 

Great attention has also been given to the scientific 
analysis. i f the various indigenous drug- by Roxburgh, 
Wallick. A in die. White, Arson* Hoyle* Pereira* Umikiy, 
Richer;!, Sec.. Tlve result of their analytical examina¬ 

tion. though not io exhaustive .v, the very great import¬ 
ance of the subject required, was nevertheless very favour¬ 
able !u the opinion that the native system was based mi 
fixed scientific principles, and that many of the drug* possessed 
great creative properties. Oiiiurtunsudy the improved prin¬ 
ciples and Important discovr.'i.s of modern Europe have 
not been sufficiently brought to hear on the 5itmdtanei>iLs 
rlevckifimenL of the native system. They have, however, 
proved greatly bcndfitla! in teaching the native h'fantjts to 
adopt, to a certain extent, the European method ami regime. 

It ts a fcmarkalde fact that evcti now* when this science 
may be said to be in 1 rctmgrarive stage With lur want 
of adequate cultujc ns well as uf sufficient encouragement, 
thhfe are a few Hintkr? l*Airtjts * in the City. (Uid di o Lb err 
pom i«i ihe country 1 who c treatment in elimoic cases of 
fever, dysetUerv. dlaiffer-cn, phthisis, pulmonary ronsiimptfnn* 
auhma T &c. pmvc% in a great tninMuc, su^^ufub Hence 

* TV ttirol pnfmtar ami Wo*fnt 4 ™itC iVm arr, itwiri tW *4 F*», 
numhct c i.hh . kiij. t*nj« rtuliiiii rv*v. n^nitr vn ( I'l.yEfitrn 

r.-NiLti Siti. K Jl) !jon. it-i, I'K^I tinilw *» pdrliir im rli: pflKtlik^ .’1 

ffTyi^Vj^ivi! iT iiuhiT 5 tm tilnrlm-f Mpjilt-il *l*J lt»ll ftutk rtt 

n cal men: k ,H»cU il|i|iti5daLial fp> fc»,wt , i1ik‘ Unulwi. 
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m tilmcin f f j ■' " R 1 'V:■ RllflJm ^dliy Hwtff {s ;; O-'la'S^C- 

tenl kiffrtmj, who Is nlir-fiyv conttiUed m care? of 3 miujU.* 

muurt:. It is generally considered ihwt on the subject of pnl- 
iUon greater weight is attached to the opinion of a Hindis 
MfimJ than to that of on English doctor. Hy the jnilse, 
in the different parts of our physical organisation, the itffltc 
of tin: body may he ascertained md suitable remedies spjiltnir. 
fn cases uf "^v.-re indup i-itiow .liming die Hindoos dm 
friends of a patient have not only to contend against the 
utruggk between life and death, hut to closely watch the taut 
expiring dicker uf vitality th:ii fee may be removed m time 
to the honks of the sacred stream Tor insuring his entrance 
into heaven, 

IE has been ur^eJ by* snmr native physicians I hat tho 
Sonskrit work, Ajurvafa, above-men tin tied* treats of ana¬ 
tomy and of the doctrine of the circulation of the bl *,«!. If 
ihla be true, great credit i* doubtless due f > its author for 
having made in a comparatively dark age such cotfetfrfer- 
ublc advance* in an irtijioitsni branch ef medteui science* 
withvjisl which medlanc and surgery are of little avail Cbo 
mLitiy, which enables us to distinguish the «u.al pmjxzrtk-S 
of different stdmiittccs, iva* certainly not Unknown to the 
Hindi*. physkhiK, becutui: their medidm^ indicate ascicnti- 
f= r wlectinn of icvcmi ingredients mixed together to ^reduce 
a certain result. Bid It can by- mi mean* be averted that 
the people ever attained to a thorough knowledge, either In 
the one or the other, which can bear comparison with the 
[jonfecLiun of Llic modem Enrup^aii ly&CM, in almurt every 
department of human knowledge steady progress is the grand 
churatlfiirftic of the age. but in dda country unhappily a 
spirit of scientific 'luveaiigaijuii has yety nearly been estio- 
gut-.M slm f&y Iflr wsttt of adequate cultivaiinn arid «upport. 

If empiric* abound in cnN^u^icd Chromium, where 
chemical ui.idy-j\ >sLcn Lille r »rtarchts in matcils met] it a jjjuI 
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pharmacy, and anatomical demr»ns±rntitin ;ind surgical operas 
Ltnna almost daily bring to light new dtscovaies and inven¬ 
tions, wJwl cart be expected in a country whCTS medical sdcnce 
has long since E>ocri in a state of absolute stagnation. Ignor¬ 
ant arid, unprincipled qttaeta, quite tmaajimm ltd with the rules 
'd the Hindoo medical shaatra, abound all over the country, 
which baa for some years past been severely suffering from 
maladcm* fever of a virulent type. carry ing death ami rfcvasti- 
t in; i w her ever jt prevail*.* They h tcml ly sport Wi t h the h cal tb 
of their patrtjtits, aim! the natural conseqnotice is. hundreds 
and thousands of human beriug* are mercilessly sacrificed 
to thrir ignorance and cupidity. Not one in a hundred of 
those Avlu> call thonuinlircs iHnmjcj U acquainted with the 
principle** of pturie » laid down in the otandaul medical 
works of life Hindoos* Some of them have a few nostrums 
of their own, the taotnpWfttiott of ivhidi h Unknown; to every 
one but themselves 

A Bengalee L-hr,y carries a miniature dispensary about 
him. hie takes with him a small packet, comftinirig differ¬ 
ent kind* of pills or powders, wrapped up in a piece of paper, 
in small doses which arc commonly used twice a day with 
ginger, honey, betel, roots of doov-grass. fitc. He seldom uses 
phtahti liquids, when required, ate iniure in a patient's own 
house; Ills medicines are chiefly msulc of drugi, but helm* 
ticiriu’f ft |.■ rosier fixation of them, nor a complete system 

of botany. He uses, however, certain prcpjimlions of oik 
which ore sometimes bcnchcially ail mini j-rtgnfed In chronic 

T iir i 1 , ari 3 | sHr- k til bcrigsl Ira tea --jrn,in ■ -:t» p«U l wnarj iaj 
nririEsUh^i siiit^tinci li the itxmt pctatrrci e^tUtisic 1» ibft Iwtr IVjrirtre*, 
tJifP* N, «, r: [,4p * Uillurt &JU IwOH4= a |i-|rul gstiicrjK#, pwvli^f irffe^fcsa*- 
Lu llte btijmq qf cuc% w> ihu (yc<kctorh »«iJ to Iutc jujOc x my Iuh fwr- 
Orao Jy iftc mEe ii-I il *rlthjn a ficui wpiii A* txi ei mian ;; . . :n i mil I, - if. 

IX it.y'lBja* hr, th^l rlit ntinlltntfttt jbtH.iw.iy >■! IW.gpk ?--nrrrj 

' ■' ■ II . v.r.f I i m wmi b»< f|nin .. !«'• ’itiii: cmk: -•■ni-‘" ii i 'll: 11,» ii 

tlltbllilulllDi miiIUI< u llit tfiMnlii tnm* u/ ]_jji*£j Llll llj>.' E-lti- 

I'UfvJ itt m pirlilrc cnuh rftn^ ixEprt fimrrr. A Itiinrpt* nt rtiiiritcria,[ tnik 

fcaiti h±r* *1*6 I 'Mil luictf iim uu luivkfciitki r C«i±i irf Jmsisa i|'iepii[(j 

Utt Ixuri 
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ra c*. Thoc itfcpamtimis arc rather expensive idling 
fmm two elj ten Rupees per pound The popularity of 
•*'.nv if ditK k^iraja stands very high i;l Niitive public 
estimation. AJmost every wealthy family in the ulterior us 
wa II &■ lit the Toivn hajt its rnvn physician. The fee of a 
tpiack in the vdlagp || om? Rupee un 'the find ^ of bin virtlt, 
and he CPrttfasc& to attend twice daily until the patient re* 
coveri, Whai .ojmpicidy recovered, the physician gel* fgftfe 

vir two Riijmore, a .suit of dot ho am! some pmvisirwK, 
Hie introduction: of English medicines into the interior, 
though uot scientifically administered fit every case, Ini* 
very considerably affected the trade of the native quacks. 
Their occupation, it may be ^aid, is nearly gone, tjccaiise I hr 
tifictnnv of the lleugulee cLiss, more MyadciTW|Jddfy train k 1 
under the auspices of the Government Vermicular Collcyesf, 
hiivir, in a manner, superseded them. In itrtmjj lever-:. In¬ 
stead qf cornpdlirig the pnticnl to fast lor twenty-one* or 
longer, and restricting hfa regimen to parched rice, the Hen* 
y,ilee eUs- doctor fim reduces him by evacuation*,” and then 
gives him cither fever misturc, or cinchona febrifuge* or ijiii- 

* ft*I- l JO- iip.|*^p-L||..b oi tile )llS(|(m if t Jdj*M» L' J 1 - !W tU BtfBJT 
i faji i. l na nTOf^tn n tn ilW pniholde torn sn4 tc-mumniim irf itn ' 

Trtiil.n iliui ftiei—«hfl nttir-.fL Ik wji fmliitjifiilj cUiuUtil i|utfi>£- hll tmtef* »» 

irritYmffi hirmltin, , *■»! *5l«?h. ;r->-i Jltifi lit t 0 kpx|shl£ hsUts^t-- 1 
aiiif waMihCil liiidHiiiiiiilinii* sntl itiininnlisf Ik ihidieiI adiTii}- m4 t^i.r d 
;<p!i The fiiti‘Lirj.iKi.1 Tiutinit ihat titiltmt (amruh trf ftm iii a tihnjiati 
in lliiiqmtil^ancv tic ttMW41tHl 4# thr +ft CvjmUmt 

Hilu m lut* win 3 wrong tieM to ih* popular mmh tiros* = Kskmri riVnf wej 

L st_—J,lli U.V.CLI vt tiw'aptftly uul etiitiplrte itrr^rrv of fo good xml tHjmdfkfftt » 
t ifTTCl ’ r ChmcTit, *tr™-fTnlfi, lh.iw«il .^hjinl Wrtts Wll(& 3 tl||i[>|nU fruilitffilAl* 
nilLj iKicni titcanmUBtt* ri #,ISTVlWllfriopsfiii rtuaxitii, |ci nawtiilT 

i L^n c . k* «nhc Ihe jifufils havpi’ *0*1 cuule&lnl If xnl FnrajuNl. Tk 
pniirAi iif ihi' JHwfiti™ Mid wbnuM Arnlinrr «4i* ihr (Ut pwIfEtc HH VHUW flf In 
tjjnihJHJiT Uatinfi mi the fklBi* jHky «if Ota f^vCTmntTfl of ImlU fut ih» jJnliJ'Itll 
phO tgiflf tif Alift tiite pftu^cci, <if fit AhitiySiTivt Harn-^f. ^ful line 

llUxiOIJiEr.l ■|i|HTtml>*c roilntiiro J» iIk nf rice—the *nrrrn M«fT nf IHit fit 

ihh ctumliT—tij fifty |icr cent, I—re all eomlltrcjl in wAx a. jsoU« 

mil hn^c burujUvii Wl th* hrilg gnfrt.kiWlB l iCE fj m tdW w ihtlilj 

n Jflil tmwhcmly BdmiiwicwS; W*y Mmltuiirbofl f«aee suit) uiiillnxLtrinfj#T|! 
lOmtf pi«*SM lk, r h** iEiaiiinpj]jlini . . ■ i-iL. 

x,nii pnrx i^ininnliatl.ir* it sisrl Ittlv «lnl h "ot i lu^jin* tp tmi[ii;Kiii«ly 

lu ifwailnj, ib"* riiomtVi til ibi u*t,ini.■..1 Hif i:.i>cKmnnit* l mt^vU t ,h, 

I W *rmtUiunU uf uljr owmrjtni n fete mid cad <4 lh* r*is llrid»h> iMlzn tmpt# 

In LliBi >ilb-r 
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nine mixture .v. he thinks best. In place of warm appli- 
cations—the quondam regimen of a kobtraj m strong levers— 
tie give* ice or cold water, thus relieving the patient from the 
effects of a merciless abstinence ami excessive thirst On the 
periodical return of the unhealthy season in Bengal, i, r * in 
the months of September, October. November and December, 
when the atmosphere is surcharged with a large quantity of 
vapour, these doctors generally reap a harvest of gain from 
their practice. It should be mentioned, however, that their 
imperfect knowledge and want of sufficient e.xjxrrience, arv 
too often attended with the most disastrous results. 



XVII. 


f 11N DOO FEMALES. 


HE condition of a Hindoo female, partially described 
in the preceding p;i£es, is usually dqdurable. Tin: 
changes and vicissitudes to ivhich her dicqucred 
life h subject ore manifold, From the day she is ushered 
into the world to her dissolution, she is surrounded by adven¬ 
titious circumstances, which, from the peculiar constitution 
of the society in which her life is cast, contain a larger ad¬ 
mixture of miscrj- than of happiness. Weak and frail as 
she assuredly is made by nature, the conventional forms and 
social usages to which she is religiously enjoined to adhere 
alike tend to deprive her or temporal and spiritual happi- 
nesv Bom under unfavorable circumstances chiefly by 
reason of her sex. her life is rendered doubly miserable by 
tbc galling chain* of Ignorance and superstition! " Accuraed 
the day when a woman child was bom to me," was the em¬ 
phatic exclamation of a Rajpoot when a female birth was 
announced “The same motive," ray a. Colonel Tod, "which 
studded Europe with convents, in which youth and beauty 
were immured until liberated by death, first prompted the 
Rajpoot to infanticide: and, however revolting the policy, 
It is perhaps kindness compared to incarceration. There 
can be no doubt that monastic seclusion, practised by the 
Frisians in France, the Languhardi in Italy ami the Visigoths 
in Spain, wa* brought from Central Asia, the cradle of the 
Goths,* It is in fact a modification of the ume feeling, which 



Th» CUkm a Scjtb.c tM(y biM^ioc tin IuaV* .h- » nit „ 

*n**j} r pciiod of hutuy *«* e in m , v “ It wu , 

* rrUco, *• M M m « terrain thflj tu t0 nirr ,7\jE "JJf, 

xwi tlutt JirocUtm dlntii, hoi,fie- tin clifc! iuiec h±»£ „ vJffoTfJjI 

llul « T one nxn.,.ic a wile «d K h, l! . W 
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characterises the Rajpoot and ihc undent German WttTrkur, 

—the dread of dishonor to tjio fair- the former raises the 

poniard to the breast of his wife rather than witness her 
* 

captivity r and he gives opiate tv til" infant- whom, if h. can* 
not portico and many to her equal, hit dare- not «ec degiad* 
cd. M Descending fooifi the taffy titan I of a chivalrous 
Rnipcxrt character lo the more famsiUr portraiture of tame 
Hindoo life in Itangal, we find the amc >ad destiny fcs the 
portion of a female In both eases. a When a fit rnnfo & hem 
ito nn>cjou* Inquiries await the innihcr—no greet] v.-ctaome 

the itew tniaqi, who appears an intruder on th p .' scene, which 
often doses in the lion/ of fij Lur lLl Put ilie very iilctidf 
v. idi which a female birth b aocnnip-mferl forcibly exprcrsci 
:-jrr*w,'' In almost even- stage of life, from in fancy to chi 
aas. her cxii&snct? iftedtute a uniform picture of gtobmlw^ 
Uncertainty^ dfc-gwntUBicy, and neglect, Hr«dom of rhot:^ht 
anJ iflilepefidencC of action —the natural hinhi|>lits of a 
rational hdnjj—ait* denied her nut by her Creator but fry a 
rtamrw-mtmleU mid crafty priesthood. She fa fretted 
and tliqK^cil of m if she were untimely destitute >>f the feelings 
and Ideas «T a sentient bdng, She dart not ermtfge from t!ir 
unhealthy seclu^icn of the dnsdy confined -ir 

female department, where suspicions and lealim*iti*t envy am! 
malignity are not infrequently hfetving in the bdlifl}* caldron — 
of domestic discord. ftom Ihtrt die precincts of an fill* 
ventibted stmana, and cooped tip In lIlc cage of :m miaso- 
gcuiul cell the u destined ty L»> atht. h_f lait in thrsi unwind - 
some retreat 

A European lad)* cm have no idea of 1 lie racrrtu->u> 
amount uf rakery ami privmio! In whit h the lib -if i E-Titiitr- 
female hi AubjaUed, In her cos*, the bitters for counter - 
balance the sweets of life. Tliu natural ltdpl«L«iness of her 
cocdiliuii, tin: abject witetdl&lmK tr wli, : [1 *he it uievrUhLy 
diM’llltsd, '!:■; Utter 1 T Kjtratlpu of h'-; 3nt*.■ ■!I;- : til Imiq 
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of a dominant priesthood exacting umpieatiuning submission 
to it\ sclli'jl* docirinet, the uiuneritcd neglect of an unsym¬ 
pathetic woflil, and the appalling huni^hip^ and Au»teriticu 
u hidi she is condemns! to cmlure in the event of the death 
»*f her lord, literally beggar description. All the graces and 
accomplishments with which she Is blessed bv nature, and 
which have a tendency to adorn and ennoble humanity, arc 
in her case unreasonably denounced as unfemininc endow¬ 
ments and privileges, to assert which La a ^acrilcgiims act. 

If *hc is ever loppy, she is happy in spite of the crod 
ordinances of her lawgiver, and the still more cruel usages 
and institutions of her country. Many, the greatest fountain 
of authority, has expressly inculcated the doctrine that no 
min other than u Brahmin should receive the blessings of 
knowledge, and much more severely was the rule enforced 
in thv case of females, who were held to be naturally unfit 
for mental culture! It was worse than a blasphemy to 
attempt to educate a female; she was bom in Ignorance, 
dir must die in ignorance. All the horrors of a premature 
and certain widow hood were pictured forth to her ex es, were 
she to make an effort to enlighten her mind." How shame¬ 
fully contracted were the views of the Hindoo lawgiver in 
respect of the progressive development of the human intellect l 
His prohibitory Injunction was and is now more honored in 
the breach than in observance, i 


. tiiqtfap lawgiver*, »haterc» tbetr klttirrcocuitr* j,, 

^ M"* iiuifiht mm human nature when they |>4H Em, to ^ .JTTL.i 

««»« f M lhco«n}mUn«»til»tIUyu< ihciiiloctriftsw ‘ Tltal Ihr trrt^tmU 

ih*. i jitarj |Tmaet ■ pcnrmntniJ luwvci: . ( w*;* t. .r* 1 * 

If « ocurra rrtrm wm available aj ntzjil , ^ ^f 

!*i »tn:sily vfciH Ikr ,Unarm hot. V T ** *7 

iMtcauliiLs i)y t-j ,K.v t >^/ir^r , wn* U*= c^tii’n. r *•>..; • 

Ilruhntlttic-il i<td. «\ lr*.t ui (L* ^-1 taith. llu 

ta itmir K -t. in I thr ertu arr..T J o ^ 11 ,l,v frnate 

*J r*»l* |«natBnx mt net only tiv Hu iu .in- ~ * •»«—»<«*. «*r« 

d* *•>> U* uifitBiUt tsciniLo ul Jw ttmfrrk^Z * ^ lKJtXrf ' ** 
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From the moment a female child is brought inlo the 
world, a new source of anxiety arise* in the mi mis of il> 
parents, which become* more and niorc intense as it advances 
id years. Tile thought of cduraimi; the child b not wlial trou¬ 
bles their heads, it i» a thought which H at the furthest re¬ 
move from their imagination; but the idea how to dispose of 
it in the wurlJ coutinually preys on their minds. The child, 
perfectly uncainciuuv of the late that awaits it, begin:, to handle 
the playthings «et before it, anil as nature in almost every 
case works intuitively, it soon learns to make a miniature 
kitchen with earthen pot* and pans resembling that in the 
midst of which it has to spend the greater portion of iis ex¬ 
istence. It is a noteworthy fact tliat a Hindoo lady even wlicn 
placed in affluent circumstances does not consider it beneath 
her dignity* to occasionally take a part in the eir/i/W, or at 
lca<t in making preparation* for the same, though the family 
lu> professional cooks in its employ, the principal object 
being to feed her husband and children with extra delicacies 
prepared with Iter tnvit ham!. Instead of idle ami unprofitable 
talk and scandalous gossiping*, reflecting on the charncrtxs 
of others, such an occupation {» deserving of commendation * 
When six or sesvrn years of age, the mother endeavours 
to initiate the girl in the first course of simple Fnif.is or reli¬ 
gious vows, which arc destined, as has been already shewn, to 
exercise van! influence on her mind. The germ* of super¬ 
stition being thus sown so early take a deep root Meanwhile 
the anxiety of the mother for her marriage increases with her 
growth. Numerous proposal* are received and rejected, till 

* Thr Isir I!* --»» fUjliutla!, k»*j Cliamiliir), *»f ftaiipate, 4 *tgy •tAlOiy 
muifttla, w,nih nf Calrnn«, dm A. It «r*a nl.t to Iwing «n rhn grrli <4 n& fintil)\ 
y** *** « unntt <o|t»i\y, in tH* MJ of cooVinj; an emt* of miiv« ifca lua i 

frwji Hu: highly .tncol ‘ fu simple <6kWAA*T4 i*vl tc~(UOle entty t t* aNi 

&ut:ht Uikhi i n ortirg wf» -iamt tnr ruln.^n porf - "'* /,Ctin * MV in««1r of the 
in ultxi fLtrg oc pon, Thmt£h he lb* moil pi*-:,oJ t d 

*** ";! *tranL^|T-. — elur >4 % p** ( —ftt S* ili-l aut Vrjuii U iqhiatfr 

, ,s *i»»* In ihr art •»! r.i*>fein£, itiai Uwt «wy W tally prqmmt u» f-ttf irw ' n« 
itur* in ram of becetity. I out rrnily cha i*hei in .Unco >»f a fiiiitiu aaiitte, 
Mi I Itclirte ilicf art mui m-ur|. 
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a t length i mJi xlum i- rn uk according to the rules slated m 
a fanner sketch. 1 n tlik man ner, penon* are married SFilft 
it inftiifcrenne ns eHttit are yokvd together, they arc 

duiptwcd qf according to the judgment at their jmenia, 
ivilhout the parties, fchu are to live tt»jethcr till death, having 
thi; illghtet ojiportunity Of teeing each other, much Jess of 
Mudyiug each diftpredlttin. 

If j f em ale child pu*i*e*^ a* fo eery mruly l!a rn - . finch 
c libelled feature:). em bodying the ideal «f u Hindoo beamy, 
the bnsuit nf the mother ts fre- .1 far a lime, but fop ft time 
only, tmm perturbation ur in’crml jigitjiifait It may be jhc 
»* ewngratufamJ m Itw birth of so bcantifuJ a diiHI. and it is 
but tialtiral thru afu: should indulge In pTf v^nr tlcliwimt?; 
alkml Uie fiitUM of her Offtprirtg, She look* fonvaid to ft 
ETialdli at once derivable and happy. Fed nvisth such hopes,, 
she cherished many a fond idea nf tin* wealth of low In vtn/c 
for her daughter Hut htnv vtficii are our brightest, hopes 
blasted hj the-ruthless hiusil of fortune. 

If, ott tilt contrary, ihe girl be deficient fn beauty, the 
l* i-m of llftfi mother i* prq^tiiilly disturbed by gloomy font- 
Iwding^ arHkh tin worldly nd vantage cat) effectually remove, 
nr. reasoning can sufiielriitly ntppn..^ The tonsuring ath 
monition Of congenial minds may *u*tslti Her spirits for a 
time, He m whenever alone or diwugagod from the tolls of 
domestic riut-ies,, her ntttkl ithnoit involuntarily reverts to the 
future destiny of tin? girl. V- day by day she older, 

nnd her features begin to assume x more dfrtinctfvti farm. the 

Tmity, Which was but faint];, *J « become* 

Jttofle itrikmc, Tltc ranllr.r hcjvdf, peihaps, bcinp a tiOiijr 
iiSiiiit-atiim uf how freitfc-H vie, , the attempt, 0 f her pirtnU 

to «c,iw for Ur * derfntOb match, iiauirally Teels a stronu 
misgiving as to the grnxl fart not of her jdii id. 

Wink ihe h^rt* uf the parents am thus filled wilh ili^ 
qnicong !h () u E hts, the girl b perfectly uneunKious u f the Cite 
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thill awaili. tint- Shi; laughA and gpfifU shniiL, regardless af 
wti,v i> written on he* foTdicisl by the BtUktUx /,>vr=v*A. The 
performance rtf the HjgirHT- vmv in bt:r infancy, having fr* iti 
nbjtsct Uit seeming a »ood Imihaml might EnenlerLUlly 
*csnrrtct lio- ref marriii^, but iti-; thought pauses refi, in a mu* 
ment like sho streaka of a. morning cbnnl Hence u Isns been 
justly iaid tMt the tuippicai day* b the fife of a Tlinjure 
female arc ih&ie prcisiitng her ms triage. X T in Bengal, umku 
thy paterrw! cart of a Christian Government* siiu b npt per¬ 
mitted to become a victim to tbe poppy ai her dawn, or tlu> 
flame* At her riper years, like her RsjjwiU sifter in time* uf 
yore, &ut b ever nod anon subject 10 the appalling hardships 
of a teii/Wy* life, «r widowhood, Though too young to fully 
rcalbe thfr thretisarnl and rent evil , rel • nth a wrculio! ex¬ 
istence. j'ei the Hiring Ota triples sJws daily md hourly sms 
■ir-mnjj her make. to use a native jJinvu.-, "'lief IlujJ. littd ket 
enter into her belly,' 

To ihrese w!n> have studied the totbttng ^taro of Hindoo 
society, it it a matter no teso of wonder than of gfatulutlaa 
that the system of early marciiige, the arbitraty manner tn 
Which it is i:oEL.umfnitc !. an J Llk- Utter absence of the voice 
ami consent of the jiartio thus affianced* deriding the very 
Idea of the ?%htesi opportunity being given tre study each 
oUtcr a dbpofitioii and habitude, fthmnd produce <aich a targe 
amount of conjugal felicity, which u the fnrufamciitat object 
of thb solemn compact, In every nation removed fmm bar' 
fkirfenr. miirrb.gc b a recogubed yrdlnancd. alike sanetkmed 
ty the Jaw of God and die law Of man. It b a solemn cove¬ 
nant between a man and a woman to love each nthcr 
il 1 rough all the vEcUsitudc* ref life, till the union b db&olvcd 
by the death of either. We may g ■ further and that even 
then the tie of relationship dmea nut become totally exunett 
inasmuch m tins party surviving Jma to provide for the mir* 
turn and ^location of childmi), ‘should thottr be any, Such 
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beXntj; the 'injure of a matrimonial engagement. it i» ma| to 

fmpo**EE!e ^ of fbtnteim wethhal to a gh 

thoiikt tic capable of forming .in ndtrqtmtc idea of the grave 
rciifUMintbility, Tin; evil must work its own remedy with the 
fi*"*** 1 syfwtl of education and the growth if ji Vmnd v>>- 
ictn uf domestic and sacral eaitrumy, fr4ft the exMing 
cm '* i* uul.vaJthy and unnatural, 1? ia nsdesa to dilate on the 

rvi1 of maniac, they arc dearly apparent 

irt iJsl- evory.day life of u Hindus 

N,*: iitnr u propitious to m in every respect that mil of 
evil she- brings good. When the fcmdc, d&tfmie g» the hof 
the blessing* of knowledge, becomes the mother or several 
children, she it raised to the rank of a govern cs\ or in oilier 
«o r d;s die becomes a - r head of the family. Tn all 

iulimb and imrpows site Step* to Dndcrtdaiwl her rfutteu* 
thoroughly that almost mstiiicLively she exercise* n izlul&iy 

co,ltro1 mer a of young girk, newly married, eor- 

twl* till improprieties of conduct, ami teaches tfunn to 
dttrish feelings of mutual kindm^, [owe and ii fll-ttir.tj. 

In many case*, however, it m$ be acknowledged, the 
amam of several fiunfife&—all branches of the tame «teo, 
-^Ifvlng together muter erne roof, [s a fntitful *Ain* of evil, 
often embittering the sweet enjoyment* of a powdirf conjugal 
life Where there ri nr . harmony among the several female 
members of a family, the slightest mb understanding oceasiohs 
billet quarrel cuddly when there « no rcemmin«i 
/W or female head to check the same, or reconcile the 

JSS V advkc For Instance, if one w« in « 

family be well-to-do in the world, and another A , ■ r ~«^ a 

llie same advantage It is ten to one but that the wife of the 
farmer constantly advfcc* him to mess separately. ,f not to 
remn^toadiWnt h-,„^ and fts unequal Combimvlnm fr 
always ilttblv im^cous t<J the weaker side the Sutter ha* 
loput up with lights and iru%tdric, which are ofiBltun** 
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uraLearribli:, and terminate In a rujpnrathui either In food or 
domicile, or both. It is 51 wdl wfabftMsj fact that a woman 
l* the prindpil catuM? of a disruption bcttwe<m brothers and 
either member* of a family. Though 4 \t 11 mikl. saft. 
kind and flexible, yet she belies her nature when sordid 
wlf ami mem avarice exert a dominant sway over lier tmtuL 
Stinted in her caltwe and contacted in bur viewy, Mammon 
b bn god, and ‘hr: looks to the welfare of her husband ami 
her tnvn children a* the diisT Cfri of Iter existence, She 
i?s naturally loath to give a share of the affection of her 
husband to a rival; ih&nlao cannot brook thu Idea of fritter¬ 
ing hb namings among hb bimlned. i have known of the 
most affectionate and devotee I uf brothers not being able to see 
each others lace under Lite all powerful influence of jMrtticoaJt 
gunrnimtmi. A European becomes a toudjekesper tt *oon ms 
lie mames, The arrangement is an excellent one, no doubt* 
ftifd a;* educated Hindoos are very much, disposed 10 imitate 
Englhh manner*, the practice where feasible b gradually 
gainIsg ground, despite the prevalence of the old patriprcjial 
n^tem throughout tire greater {jortion of the coimtty, Them 
in a common noriye saying, which njnv thus: * 33 many brotlurrs, 
>0 many j,b‘.de>. it is to a certain extent a striking 1! In it ra¬ 
tion of the existing “state of thing-, ham&ny md [jf-itt 
can scaredy b fourrd in a family where brothers are mvayesV 
as they must be. by the IrrcaktibSe influence of llnrir wfvts, * 
To ihc Lies I It of the patriarchal Hptiiu, there ^illl exist in 
every part of the country oumercma families that scout the 
idea of a “icj^ixgaiiorL 

1 U * hp tunc of ite CWriri i4 TOifq£W£ toilful* Xftktl lutn [i)a* 

ibeart III iiimIiLIc k 4 Af til, [hi AlWililtW* w flmitm of (Tabnltn ****»»■ 
‘ nmH ltt mu «r *4 a/ t i m i U m 

illiiiuunic r.f ibc j,frr4liiii|; tuuim* cf fh* I'rouil sgo, Eli (Mnjr»'« 

H> .< U*j <iH'. Ila mj| Hi Jihiillitltlf jIlji iIk£ oltihijS lill In nutra let 
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Turning fn>ro the dark to the? bright vide of the picture, 
it it gratifying to observe that of late years, atlenthut Juis 
b^jen directed to, and laudable exertion* are being mode for, 
education i^l IJin.loo fcinnlr^ hothing’ can compare 
in importance witii the sternly progress of tliia movement. 
After the movement luwl beta begun by the Mivuonory Soae- 
tie.s tiic late lion. Mr. Drink water liethune gave an important 
imiK:tus to this noble cause from the side of Government 
These examples have since been followed up by other devoted 
friend* of native improvement, am! the Government has fully 
recognised the paramount importance of the object TJii* 
combination of efforts has already pirduced the must grati¬ 
fying remits. That there is a growing desire for learning 
among Lhc females by the study of such elementary books, 
lkngnllec and English, os have a tendency to improve their 
understanding, i% a patent fact Not only young girU, 
w Herat age i»cnnits them to attend schools, but grown up 
ladies, who arc confined within the precincts of a jumana, 
arc ulikc iniluenced by this commemiabie desire. Almost 
every respectable ilmdoo family in Calcutta hat a Christian 
govern^ who beside, giving prirnaiy and Bible instruction, 
teaches all sorts of needle-work—an art in which consider¬ 
able progress lias been made within the last few yearn. * 
This is an indication of the growth of a refined taste which 


U a great step toward* the cause of national improvement. 
As we have said elsewhere, instead or spending their time 
In idle talk ami unprofitable occupation, if not in unpleasant 
'■‘ii*ion, they now vie with each other in producing work* 
of an and ibcfulncsn, and as a matter of course the'anmcd 
distribution of re wards U a g reat in centive to exertion. It 

Afi HAluI Ml tit ^rxi [i til M-ti t »U n Ua M4 tu~i, .1 k t__ 
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is devoutly to be wished that this desire for learning nod 
taste for WGrfcs of art should gradually spread and be 
appreciated throughout the length and breadth of the land. 
In the interior, however? the mass of the people of all ranks 
and of both sexes are still as remote from the influence of 
this improvement as they were centuries ago. 

It is a pity that Hindoo females are withdrawn from 
schools the moment they are married ; this is an insuperable 
obstacle to the full development of their mental powers. 
The progress made by some of them in the zenana is really 
very creditable, and challenges the commendation of all who 
have the elevation of native female character at heart. 
They arc not only assiduous in the cultivation of feminine 
graces and accomplishments, but their superior grasp 
of thought and language rank them among the literary 
women of their country. Some thirty years back the 
Hindoo females of Bengal were iminened in ignorance; 
they were represented as degraded beings incapable of im¬ 
provement; notone in a thousand could read oar write; but 
since proper steps have been taken to remove this national 
reproach, they have evinced an ardent desire tu enrich their 
minds by a course of study which, though not profound, is 
well fitted to adorn female life. The English Church 
Mission, '‘The Scottish Ladies' Association." a department 
of the Church of Scotland Mission, the Free Church Mission, 
the American Mission, &c. arc all doing an incalculable 
amount of good by their disinterested efforts to impart the 
blessings of knowledge to such xenana females as are pre¬ 
cluded by being married from attending schools. Tile 
complete regeneration of India cannot be expected until the 
emancipation of the females is accomplished, practically 
proving to the world, as it has already done in a very limited 
degree, the palpable absurdity of Manu's interdictory edict, 
restraining than from cultivating their intellectual power?. 

EC 
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As a proof of the pmgTts* already made in the higher 
branches of female education, i, is gratifying to state- tint two 
young tallies passed the First Art.' Examination of the Calcutta 
University at the end of last year. One of these was trained 
ht the IMiune School, and the other in the Free Church 
Normal School. This examination represents a very consi¬ 
derable amount of acquirement, and a next to Use It. /V 
Several other fnnale candrdatcr also passed the Entrance or 
Matriculation Examhtuluni at tile same time. Similar pro¬ 
gress has been rcjwrted fmm the Madras I'rcsidcocy. 

Authentic history funiichcs ahutuUnt evidence of the 
prevalence of female education in the country to a eonaidcr- 
able extent, until Malumudar. oppression not only proscribed 
ifmrlou women fmm pumthtg a literary career, but ulti¬ 
mately dragged them into a state of unhealthy seclusion for 



^preservation if ihcir honor, which tliey valued mote than 
Very life. In Rajpootaua every nespedahlc female was 
instructed t„ read and write. Of theic intcllcctiiul endow- 
menu ami knowledge ..f manfcmd. whoever has had opnor- 






XVIII. 

VOl.YGAMV. 


N this, as well as lu some oilier eastern countries, 
polygamy ha» from time out of mind been in ex¬ 
istence. That it is subversive nf moral order and 
of conjugal felicity. Is admitted by all who have paid the 
slightest degree of attention to the very many evil conse¬ 
quences of this abnormal institution. It is a violation of a 
juut ami divine law, opposed to tile nurture and education of 
children, and incomdsUnt with the due equality of the sexc*. 
In every country where this obnoxious practice prevails, and 
is dignified with the hallowed name of a social and religtous 
ordinance, a* U done in Indio, woman occupies a degraded 
position, and society Is ntde and unexpaxtsive in its character. 
The most heinous crime* arc committed without remorse 
and conscience is seared, as it acre, with a red-hot iron. 
* Nature has designed woman to Ixr the equal of man as n 
moral ami intellectual being; and confined to the exer¬ 
cise of her own proper duties as a wife and mother, she 
is placed in a favourable position as relates to her own 
luppineiN and the happiness of her himbMid-" Much 01 
the civilisation of Europe is due to the high position ol the 
fair sex in the social ^culft. Their education, their capacity 
for rearing their children in orderly ami virtuous habits their 
elevated conception* of a Supreme Being, their social and 
domestic manners, the purity of their lives, their natural ten¬ 
derness and direction, their freedom, and the moral influence 
of their actions on society, give them a rank in no way 
inferior to that of the other sex. But in this country, it w 
painful to realise that they are not only denied the Inestimable 
blessings of a good education but that their fii .t lawgiver has 
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condemned them to . Mate of ahjec, servitude. - Women 
Imre no business" say, Mann, - with the text of the Vela, 

' “ the lan fu % ««*«* : having, therefore, no evidence 

Of law, and no knowledge of expiatory texts, s i„f u | women 

™ st f *f . r ° ul *’ <*>«hooa itself ; and this is a fixed m(e . 
Through then passion for men, their mutable temper, their 
want o settled affection, and their perverse nature, (let them 
ic guarded in this world ever so well.) they soon become 
aii<mate,l from their husbands." Manu allotted to snch women 
a love of tlieir bed, or their scat, and of ornament, impure 
appetites wrath, weak flexibility, desire of mischief and 
con net Day and night must women be held by their 
protectors in a stale of dependence." Apart from their 

which tJ crandit!on ' ,hc apparent complacence with 
->> polygamy a tolerated, and the facility with which a 
plurality of wives can be obtained, are circumstances w hich 

r*™ source of conjugal felicity, rcducc'tlimn 

to a state 01 moral and intellectual degradation, and cap the 
verjr foundation of virtue. "A barren wife," say, Mann, . 
ma> be superseded by another In the eighth year; she 

tbc ,cmh: ^e who brings 
uni lnTi? •/'"?, lhf elcvemh >Csr '' *** who speaks 

«2S ,Y Scn * who - if 1 tiistakenot. 

ad first Ptahlhhed the system of AWrW™ in Bengal, ami 

'r;. n , " r, ™' shl an ' 1 WL ^»n When he entirely over- 
hmked the evd consciences insqwmbte from Utb monstrous 

r::; 1 :™'™™' * p**™ ^ mhcbl ™ B wta a t . _ 

subversive of d.W lL till ^u' i ‘” i ? itntion which h 
unfavourable to the be* ££ 

n YcrY" r" h l ’7r Q, ’ C ^ “ “ arrangement which shouhl 
never be depaned Treat Todisp^of thc minUtcri 

Of our extstenec. without the slightest regard to thei, Jure - 
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happiness. ami yoke them to an unprincipled libertine, or a 
Koolin perhaps on the verge of bis grave, a system alike 
destructive of all social, bencvulctit and humane feelings. A 
Koolin has no regard, much less sympathy, for any one nf hi- 
numerous wives, on the contrary he looks to them for gam 
and othi.T worldly advantage:-. It i* a notorious fait that 
Koolin wives after their marriage almost invariably live with 
their parents, thus virtually closing all avenues to the growth 
of affection between the husband and wile. The *>uo is a» 
entronged from the otlicr as if there had been no bond of 
union between them. As the temptations to vicious indul¬ 
gences arc £q very powerful and numerous in this wicked 
world of ours, the unscrupulous Koolin females of the sacer¬ 
dotal class often sacrifice chastity at the altar of sensuality. 
The perpetration of the most horrible crimes is the necessary 
effect, The Fault does not rest so much with the poor unfor¬ 
tunate females as with the diabolical system which openly 
tolerates ami religiously uphold* polygamy. That it is an 
unnatural vt.ite, even the most thoughtless will readily admit. 
In every cose it h the source of perpetual disputes and 
misery. Domestic happiness can have no place in a family 
in which more than one wife lives. I have known many a 
person who unt/cr the impulse of passion had entered into 
this unnatural state deplore it as the greatest of ail domestic 
affliction*. Even separate cook rooms, separate apartments, 
and teporate mck*ib % and dining and sleeping alternately 
with two wives with the greatest punctuality, and giving the 
same set of ornaments to lioth, were not enough to ensure 
harmony, peace and tranquillity. Indeed it has become a 
proverb among the Hindoos, that “one wife would rather go 
with her husband to the gloomy regions of ynuia (fluto) 
than sec him sit with the other." At haii already been des¬ 
cribed, a tender girl of five years of age is, as her f.rst instruc¬ 
tion before cmeigiug from her nursery, initiated into the tinii,: 
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or religious vow of Snyjevrjr, the primary object of which 
fe the rein find Ue*tni«inn of a SetUtn or rind wife. The 
germ* or jealousy against, und contempt fur, a rival being 
thus sown ao early, they Like deep root and expand in time 
so as to become absolutely ineradicable 


When the presence of two wires in the same house b at¬ 
tended with so much disquietude, the evil arising from the pmc- 
tices of professional Kixrfiiw i% much greater. They are married 
to a nitmlwr of females whose prospect of connubial bl»*i iv 
mi remote as the |>olcs are asunder. Instead of true love and 
genuine attachment, the legitimate conditions of matrimom, 
the natural spat by of the husband is often requital by tlw infuie- 
lity of hU numerous wives; nor can it be otherwise, the visits of 
the husband being, like those of a meteor, few and far between. 
Being destitute of the finer susceptibilities of human nature, 
and looking upon matrimony as a matter of traffic, he regards 
Ilia wives as so many automata whose happiness h not at alt 
identified with Ins own. Influenced by ft iondid love of gain 
bre-d and brought up in the lap of ignorance and laziness'and 
pampeial by effeminate habits, he leads a profile | ifc lvpi , 
cal of utter demotion. He cares a, little fcv thc 
tityc h»i wives as a child does fur the nicety of his phv- 
things. By ronk. profession and habit he is a debauchee. 1 lis 
**" „f female honor is totally blunted. The thought of 
nurturing and educating hii numerous children never "enter, 
into lu. mind. J It know* not how many sons «„d daughters 
he has, whether cgitimatc or illegitimate; he i, „* cam,hie 

Z becM “' he h “ ***■ - 

h ' r ““- ,f hc * regfatw of the number of his 
Wives, he keeps „o record of the number of his children 
V\ hen .c»-,n U money, hc pounce* on sl|ctl , 
nan ttlkfy him. If he k«p one *if e at honu . , * '" f * as 
warmth of affection that he doc. «, but m ' • r ? fr ° 
convenience and comfort; ,hc is made drZr^ aflTe 
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menial office* of A domestic nwkl-»cmuil Though "ever 
placed In affluent circumstances, yet he \r the !<ifd of thirty, 
forty or fifty women. It has been very aptly remarked by an 
eminent writer who had paid much attention to the manner* 
and customs of the Hindoos.—dial -amongst live Turk*, 
seraglio* ore confined to meu of wealth. but here, a Hindoo 
Brahmin, possessing only a ahrod of cloth and a piece of 
thread, (fimta) keeps more than a hundred miston^*’ In¬ 
deed such a sytem of momttorous polygamy is without a 
parallel in the history' or human depravity. Prostitution, 
adultery, and the horrible crime of the destruction of the foe¬ 
tus in the womb by means of deleterious drugs administered 
by old women, are the inevitable consequences of this unna¬ 
tural state of things. It is an undeniable fact that tlw 
daughters of Koolin Brahmins, abandoned by their unprinci¬ 
pled husbands, are often led into the forbidden path* of hfe, 
(tartly through the Impulse of passion amidst the seduction* 
of a wicked world, and partly through their exceedingly 
miserable drcuimtxmccs. Tlie houses of ill fame in Calcutta 
and other large towns are filled with women of this infamous 
character, and the inhuman practices of piU/n/dmf pre- 
avails to an alarming extent, notwithstanding the increased 
vigilance of the police. Some fifty years ago a number of 
respectable Hindoos felt so disgusted At the uii'chhrvou* ten¬ 
dency of the Koolin system of marriage that they were on 
the eve of mcmonaiifling the Government to put down the 
practice by a legislative enactment, such as had been done in 
the ]ori*hibition of inti or female immolation, but they were 
assured that the authorities would tiot interfere in the domes¬ 
tic and social usages of the people. 

It is gratifying to observe, however, that tlie growth of 
intelligence and the march of intellect haa of late years 
greatly counteracted the influence of this monstrous evil. If 
the Rulers will not attempt to abolish a social *y*tcm 
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oppcnwd to the feelings of natural affection by tile denuncia¬ 
tion of the severest temporal penalties, the good sense of 
the people who arc victimised 1>> it must be appealed to for 
its total -oppression. 

The following extract from Mr. Ward s excellent work on 
the Hindoos will give the reader an idea of the fearful extent to 
which Koolinism prevailed in Bengal some fifty ur sixty years 
back, when English education could scarcely be said to have 
commenced the work of reformation or rathrT disintegration* 

“Notwithstanding the predilection for koolim they arc 
more corrupt in their manners than any of the f lindoos. 1 
have heard of a Ivoolin Brahmin, wlu>, after marrying sixty- 
five wires, carnal otT another man’s wife, by personating her 
husband. Many of die Koolins have a numerous jiostcrity. 
1 select five examples, though they might easily be multi, 
plied : Oodhoy ChundeT, a Brahmin, late of Ibignipari, had 
sixty-five wives, by whom he had forty-one sons* and twenty- 
fnc daughters. Ratnkinkur, a Brahmin, late of Roo-hda. had 
seventy-two wives* thirty-two sons, and twenty-seven dmrgh- 
te«. Viahnooram, a Brahmin, late of Gundulpini. had sixty 
wives, twenty-five sons and fifteen daughter*. (Source Qmm, 
a Brahmin, late of Trcebanee. had forty-five wives, thirty-two 
sort*, and sixteen .laughters, Ramnkant, a Brahrnin, late of 
lUiousdarancc, had eighty-two wives, eighteen sons and 
twenty-six daughters; this man died about the year l8ia« 
die age of 85 years or more, and was married, for the last 
time, only three months before his death. Most of these 
marriages arc sought after by the relation* of the female to 
keep up the Irnnor of their families ; and die children of these 
marriage, invariably remain with their mothers, and arc 
maintained by the relations of these females. l n 
a Koolin fadicr docs not know his ou- n childiva.- 

Nnt only the rules of caste, but >W/r b also a great 
barrier to die marriage of Win women, a fact winch has 
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been very feelingly deplored in the following lines. Maid¬ 
enly anxiety finds a natural vent in them 
•'Oat *juko tbo biM*S tfurt, 

At the ante fine il« hyic, 

O! tin f wcr * ^ ul 
It'll •* ihai I iesile I 
1 uiT wt i*oo» folk umtn Uvr 
Ami ilo t*U »c um 
I >tiooa cm "He I ihwlJ *«»l 
tr 1 will! W fiei » rau>." 

Aiwihar. ml 0* "H»t will **• 

,\tui ot »t*»i »m I a»>? 

Thai ale * »*«• tu*^ • 1 
SJi-*ulJ Ok fur a raw, I »cw.“ 

When Bulla! Sen first introduced this obnoxious system, 
which went under tlic euphonious title of the Order »f Merit, 
he little anticipated that the very small seed of mischief he 
then planted would soon grow into a luxuriant tree, and pro¬ 
duce an abundant crop of eviU, poisoning the very source of 
domestic felicity. It requires no depth of thought to predict 
that the evil b destined lo die a natural dcatli, a* all nich 
social evils are fated to do, when ignorance and superstition^ 
are driven into their congenial darkness. Though many a 
Hindoo still lives in the sin of polygamy without any jwrti- 
cular repentance, yet the Irresistible progress of virtue, like 
that of truth, will ultimately teach him that it b an unsafe 
foundation on which to build the sober structure bf domestic 
happiness. 

The details of the following conversation between a hus¬ 
band, his old mother, and his two wives, placed at the dispo- 
sal of the writer by a friend, may, he trusts, not be out of 
place;— 

- What is this noise for,” exclaims Radhamoncy, a widow, 
(the name of the mother) coming out of the tkacwr jfiur in 
which she was wordiippiug; f 'thU noise, this tumult, thi.% 
quarrel, this wringing of flu: hands, the:* curses will surely 
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drive nwrcy fi aBflj ftp g from the house, ft Ls enough to tnakc — 
ti>«: devil Oy; you. have lent every *»f ^ii, 

you: clamour ha* deafened my ears, where shidl 1 jp? one 
*» apt to leave Iter clothes behind, You have Wn icrvul " 
it wa. only the Other day that Grtdt. (name of the son) 

I 5,COO Rupees tn a case at the Hurra AdatvLut {High Court) 

If f a Suit (chaste ivtumuvL I Day, you two wnuicn fjh>inf- 
h^ lo the two wives) will lx- beg^amj and reduced tr. die 
condition of hames (those who carry night soil); in what 
unlucky hour did these two women cuter the house, Yott are 
b-th Ruitoutt {female cannibals.) Day by day. m mm eh 
eating Into the vitals, of my son, his golden body k buJhjj 
darkened every day; Oh! Bulk*!* (God] you have tmfaiticd 
'1 m for me?" 14 UHuJigo {mmc of the multi-servant) what k 
the cuU5*r of thiii uproar I" asks the math nr. « J\ fa, what will 
I isy; replica 1 he mu IlJ-S ervant; « the cr*«k Jim gave the:,;'./, 
boiled rice to Comuf" (name of the daughter of the first wife). 
u I» this a! I ? nothing mo ref* couti imea Hie mother p “my fUdiA 
fchiH) has had no food for teven [lays luring ill with fever. 

V-^ii nil know ft»9 , the iv&tmtf (phy-iidguj thfe morning haa 
ordered wme rice for licr, whereupon the *ccmit! wife* all 
tiu> while roaring and hauling, tuning mvrl rearing, stepped 
fiarwniTj and said, it h past nine uacl my Hurree (her sm'i 
name. ( j years ti!d) lia* not yet got a morid, Ida bdly hu-, 
dirunk, and the sclu^l time Is c ine ; if i a tc, his master will 
make him stand*" Radhamonty* the old mother, or j$wi t 
stint fur live euok, and enquired if the rice were ready, “Yes, 
wit. Hume Baboo came iitin the cook room half an hour m 
und I asked him to take hin meal: ckata m& w ifrj 

prevented him* because l jfm g,uc the rice to Comul who 
was «o long W « Where h Hnrrec now? 1 enquired the uhl 
tady. The replied - Gkeita mu gave him 4 few pice 

uurl ipld him to go u> W *h*A tttough he could have eaten 
rice if he liked. 1 Let Grkh return home, ' added the old Indv, 


rOLitGAMV. J 3> 

U i! I will tell to to send me to Benares without delay ; 1 
am sick of your incessant broils ‘ f for giving Cnmul lies fi*-* 
ym two but fell to a quarrel, and curasi each other fear¬ 
fully that pm* kutni bu (first wife), ate the head of Hume* 

and yriU, bt> f^COOTU* Sjf^L *** ^ I## Of.ComtlJ*- 

hiiiibiiiil.f * 

It was evening, and GKfih, the m. rettirrHid home from 
office. Before be had time to take off hi* office drets, the ol>J 
toother, impatient to tell him whM had occurred dtog the 
day. and with tears hi her eye*, thus addressed him : Vou f m> 
■arp, ban: brought the greatest curse on yourself by marrying — 
twu wives; to-day the whole tody to been starving, and 
why* because Comui* -nffenng from fever foe the last eight 
days, hail got a little rice this muming, and stotejSrtf; f&*&* 
i>(Wi therefore. prevented her MU from eating anything, und 
the liUfo &fi# to thc ^dwol without nc*. l-*om what/^c* 
(mismj families have jxiu brought these two females? I ■simo 
longer remain in the house. tJnder tin: like 

town 'Ll:- n cuclics ilicy not only bmwl but curse earh other 
and the *onaml wm-iu-!uw iiu^ the bargain. Can Luckbce 
dwell in such r house *'wwi me to Benares mytiiuily. f can 
no lunger live in such & hell of a place. Vouf vffaju have 
made ft a regular heir The ion co^oles the old mother, 
promising that everything istuild be dune according to her 
winh, lagging her at the same time Tw eat wmethrng, and 
adding that be doc fWtt mind *mm his two wto at or 
not. After going through tho evening «PttVfe*> lu: *i«=f>L out- 
wde ihisi ilight, pondering what should be done Tot te 
tore quid uf tin: toiTy. Next toy « 1C rcmovi3d thc ^ 
wife to her f.ithur * hawse# because the second wife Is always 
the ZuhinfmU, Imagining that one hand can never make 


" 'KnOoc ibg v»day.jifa|Uh. w^r.- ^ kaVto 

|f*r UtrrftJtv tT j ffwpr (wul? angn -sioUnllr/™"' 

iul ijjijlMKtloi Jock* d*y *ku>* *ml •*&**■ ♦ ML * 1 ? 
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diip But lie rm ?;dhr mistaken. the desert ex I ivifc* conti¬ 
nually brooding o\-cr her misfortune; at length revived in 
put v, aid i>.- her ejjhtcnec, and ace mingiy v,f>r right took. 
An overjoy. of opium, and bade a final adieu' to the World/ 
The above story is founded on real life and should serve 
a* a ivaniing to tini-ie who under the impulse of prestfem 
blindly run into a Mralc of polygamy, which is undoubtedly 
urn of die greatt.it domestic eviu ameng thz mti\ e>. 


( 
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UK system of early marriage, ^ barbarous 
institution of condemning * Hindoo female to 4 
of perpetual widowhood after the doth of fee 
husband are evil* which cUJikrt be too ttrortgly depreeaial 
In this country, owing to tbc prevalence of early marriage 
ntid the manner in which it fa consummated* a Hindoo doe* 
not become a housekeeper UtVtrbcdialcIy after his marrt-i^c. 
The wife generally remains one ortjWyears with her parent* 
occasionally gbing U> her father-in-law's house for a few day* 
only i ber husband pay* her a visit now and then, init not 
without the special invitation of his mother-in-taw. The 

objectoT inch an invitation is evidently to make the son-in- 
law behave well towards her daughter. For the attainment 
of this object, ju I have described before, no mean# left 
untried* indeed it has become a proverb among the Hindoos 
that when a man fares sumptuously, it fss sa-d, he ha* been 
fed with all the fondness shown to a son-in-law* It Ip* 
always struck me that if a Hindoo female were permitted to 
re-many after the death of her first Imsbani, die affection ■< 
a m-uthcr-itvlav* for a ant-in-law WMfU not have bean so 
Warm as ft now Es under the ex bting state of things which 
admits of no alternative. 

Living under the paternal n^of for one of two years after 
*^hqr marriage, a Hindoo gfd sometimes beoatno a tfidow,*— 



• * +iiom n cilkd * *}' J JfLfSLfSSLtt 

txmjmsy of Jkr NMhwHx A tamp* tnm of £F n Zr g ° ** **** — 

k*m\ m iha- UlhAso tnMm. ItoMi th*.kj 1M1 

«h« a amtwiDal bfW-Itfcwi mtofe *» m* *<* £“ I Lm, J 

ifcu i.i« .<* A. SiU.1 U«il||* 4* liLl «*•' I* w MCllljr rMlTtaiarl 
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a of life whlcli la unspeakably miserably When a 

young teiital" ni kn ttt dtren years of age loses hor 
husband, with wham jjerhaps she had eenrasty evtir cvdijun^ej 
a single wort], site is quite uncsutscIviiiS of rhe unmitigated 
misery ifur is fated to endure for the remainder of her hung 
exists re. ■ Deplorable *= such a condition Undoubtedly U 
it becomes doubly miserable from tin; tuhl, uncongenial and 
imsympsthetk .atmosphere by winch she is Ktrroun JeJ. and 
thtr uncared-for ne^leCE wiLh \v hi eh nhc is treated ever after 
wattle Except a mother, who can nilcqimdy cr.n ochre the 
khmmttil mid one mi*eric* which arc tn store fur the thutghlef? 
It L a gloomy picture from the beginning to the end, and the 
£:k* im tleepcm ah time roll* over her devoted heail Cursed 
be the Hume nt the Istivgivcr who has ijjh-Jc .sueli a cru< 1 
ordinance, and cutset! tile society that ha* become a thrall to 
it I Opposed tn the feelings -f humanity am! nat ural atfc ctlnti, 
the riivint lawgiver of the Hindoo** Marlu, emptwsty utjuiits 
that although die state of wldimluxid might be deemnl 
03u:f: L .L{ ‘ -iv the fair sex id die we>t, it won Id be considered 
little hunlahip in the east. Let her emaciate her body, by 
living voluntarily on pure flower*, routs and fruit*, but let 
!.5i, not, v\ hen he? lord i? dcc&nye-i,, cvtfi pmnoujicc the name 
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of another man* A rbtoqtts irffe a-.rends to heaven,if, after 
Mie decease of her j# -he ftcvnfc htir^lf to ph u< Plenty 5 
t,ut a witfow, tfhxj slights her deceased hi^bami by tttnrryittg: 
qgafc brings di^acc Q4S herself here below and shall be 
-.won Jed fA.m ttic seat of her ton!. AMiwme from the 
roTjinwn pursuits iff Ufc T aml entire tctftleni*^ are 
by high rcnmvn in this wsW, and in Hut ***** His *hodo of 
her lord, and procure for her the title oi siuikt'i nr the virtuoui. 
From the alfc>ve ft is evident that iviLfouhi»J hts prevailed 
in this country from time nut or mind- It* rm^liitvj u 
tendency ti Apparent In the degraded and corrupt ?tate 
of female society. We can never thoroughly tanrjw« na¬ 
ture t we can never restrain our passions « effectually a* 
t- render ourselves proof against temptation, The frailty w 
of women is admittedly great, and thv i« with which they 
may "be seduced into the forbidden patlis of life is tun well- 
known to isccd belli;; enlarged un. However sedulously a 
Hindoo mother may guard the virtue of her n hf-nw* l il.iugb- 
ter, .11 id it .l'.vcvcf forcibly she troy inculcate the doctrine of 
purity of lift; and mannerit prove- but a Irelile ban let against 
the irresistible impulse of passion. Xum'Trms instance* are 
ou record, proving the utter futility of human efforts to 
contend successfully against nature in this raped. A young 
«’1 lmv may bciscttL Lu the holy cities of snares uni Brirhi i 
bun, where ihe Ip nut imfrcfjiiently removed with her mother 
nr grand mother tn spend the remainder of her day? In 
a state r>f ^cilusion an I religions service, bin this 

!Mpir isafe^uaml for the preservation of constancy and 
lirtn'i. Volumes after volumes hive Ik'CH written on the sub' 
]eet, denouncing in on unmistakable manner the moflStrpttt 
[jervcf.ilty of tile trailing system, but tile evil has taken such 
a deep root in the social economy bf the people that lire 
utmost cKcrtiiJiis must be put forth before ft con be wholly 
eradicated. 
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The Cvlb of widowhood arc not only confined to the efl- 
durance vif rtCCumuLalcti hardships, anti sdr>dcnials enough to 
rend asunder the ten detest chord of humanity, but they pe» 
wf-ic extend to unlawful connection*, and the fverpetratksn 
of- miother crime, that of abortion, which is no less rcvult- 
m in enormity than infanticide itself Many re^i^etaUIe 
families, which arc otherwise esteemed for their mentor 
actions. have more or less aimk in honor front this indelible 
stigmii j a few have even lost their caste anti ?talu* lit society 
frotrt she above cause, in the primitive »taie of 11 mdtm society, 
when every female other than a wife was regarded either 
a mother ■_i .d U.r mcooHug to age, irregular intercourse 
wa* alinmit tin known, hut in these days of libertinism per¬ 
fect parity of ufe Is rarely known. Chir divine lawgiver, 
in view to tile in tercets <rf humanity and female honor, 
ought to have made jimptf provision by lending hi* authority 
am] sanction to a system of widow remarriage within * 
reasonable period uf Some such edict would have 

Ik . n mike hoTiuraluc U> our venerable sJigt, and beneficial 
to those who are morally and socially most deeply interacted 
in it ; but unfortunately his trued dicta, running countin' EO 
tilt fundamental principles of virtue and morality, have 
uccesdiirily engendered a rank crop of evils* uuderminitty the 
very foundation of human happiness. 

The benevolent exertion* uf that high priest of Nature, 
hmdit Isswar.i Grander Vidyasagitr, liaboo Kesfuib Chunder 
Scu T the Brahma apwtlc, and other Hindoo reformers, to pro¬ 
mote the cause uf widow marriag* in particular, and female 
emancipation in general, have not, it ]> to eon template, 
been attended with die measure of success they dcso 
< Imply because the *Ute of Hindoo society is not yet ripe 
for the innovation. t am. however, sanguine hi my lx|*c«- 
Uiiuo that id no very dfetifot future the progress of onlfghten* 
ment will ultimately bring about the consummation bu devoutly 
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tf1 \te irialieJ fur, it b fat the advanced pir-ncro1" cmk»w 
tour to rciwrc the mcfU&tnlma which <H 5 < a,Kl TealltSn fi *®ve 
farmed and tradition and custom enshriotd villi jeafeus 
and cdulini4 ewe. Until Ihii la dune. a I lindoo widmv mtbt 
continue to mourn her lot vohkt the denunciations of a 
hearties* mdtL Sight wBl never Gcaisc flowing ffU£» hfl? — 
» loftg*tfik* finds herftdf d#«l ^ the imM M & r 
life, She i= now cast amongst tlie dreg* and Uttem of human- - 
iiy, IScicJl of the suhslttu'c o t wlrnt endears life to a female, 
die is con'trained to cleave to which is dcs"T' ii H) 

leave her when die leaves the light of life Lodog ad hope 
of worldly enjoyments, she deposits die ttssa^ures ' •• her 
heart in the *artcfe>juy t*f religion, convinced that to soil the 
world for ike life to come i* pn fe.ililu. It hi terrible t- 1 Cfja - 
tempUte the awful amount of physical and menial suJTLTmg 
with {til its varied cmnptfcaldoWL io which she h doomed t 
her life is a steadfast bnitte agallUt mi-cry, tier v-ml _wm.it* hi 
.i vacuum where all h unread empty and hid I on, in i all dm 
- ^weet enjoyments of life fell flut on her I*** Her mental 
strife Is never over. She is Sfe a Weary swimmer who 
thrown hirmcli hack and Hoife because he is too uliich 
exhausted to swim longer, yet will fwt did: aud let Lhc cu-d 
and mfcrciicss water close over liis head. Hci - j j i.rit li.u 
hmken wildly tome from its nortsiaJ Attitude, and her mind 
h overwhelmed En a setting tide of misery. From the 
day shq loses hei husband, she has a new tease of life 
and a miserable lea*e it must be She will not to 

lament until her soul itself shall die. ff sllc could sayJijj naa 
fjocr her portion, it lighted on her as tfeo bird resu on the 
tree in fusing and taLcs wing, yet she would now say, her 
existence is bo untifc lifeu that to her death is. *wecL ^ ,c 
ts .1 [>jL,r fallen outcast of humanity, h" " nc crs * cr * i,iu 
her fctdiiti^ uiid viewn ttf things She no influence, nn 
control over hci elf, ■she canned turn over a nev.' fed u ithm 
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hut own mind. Though fiocfety is itlmo.it «t mxciilty of our 
existence, yet dhc live- wholly alone ; a cheer!css train of - 
thoughts always htutms her mind she feds a dismal void 
in her heart, she find s- her^cIF cut nfT at once *nd for ever from 
one njoii dcai ti. her, no conversation. however plefl^anT, can 
biipp her conciliation or cheat Iter grief. The tide of settled 
^oidandiuSy threat eng her rbt*nn T A* an outcast* sbe k re¬ 
ligiously forbidden to take a part in any of the social and 
domestic concerns of life tending to relieve l lie ennui of a 
lA'csrigomu existence, and to enliven the mind for a w h i hi She 
is- a living example ot an angel sent by heaven tn minister 
to the com/hrta of man, turned by a unit I imtiluLiOJi into 
a cum. Estranged from the affection of those who am, 
by tin? tie* of consanguinity! nearest and dearest to her. 
?hc parses her days like a recluse, quite apart from the 
communion oF society, She stares and gares wildly at every 
festive cdubnuron, v hilc, as the poet sings, 

' 11 The £l«J die!" hnmiE Lhem *U4 tbdl «vb1> 

To tesiif mul& aiu| wU (Jill VunvM no^ail ..* 1 

11 she have hangings itfeprexafMe and cravings insatiable 
iu lend her hand to any tA.wa .birw<i (meritorious work ', 
Iter widowed condition interposes an insurmountable barrier 
10 her participants therein, as if everything would be dese¬ 
crated when touched by her poll 11 let! hand 

Ah u sentient being, endowed with ail tlie finer nnKcpti- 
bditics tif human nature, h i\ possible that -he should .0 Jur 
rbrgtt herself ,t?> not to feel the bhtvrcat pangs of despoil* 

_ dency at her hopelessly forlorn condition? Driven from the 
genial atmosphere of a social circle, site drags 5 loathsome 
existence in this selfish and unsympathetic world. Except 
she f nit hirr birth, who would deign to look upon her 
with levs and action ? Instead of being regarded as she 
^ uredly should be, a* the ml of simplicity. a living picture 
ut sriiVcret Mtnoccnce, ■Jie u shunned tis one whose very prv- 
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serice portends evil. If she ftmUt unafTccted modesty and 
a keen sense of honor ami virtue, who is to recognise ami ap¬ 
preciate those amiable qualities III ■ society which is prepos¬ 
terously estranged from all natural nMWPK 11 * h# 
have ridicswlii! would that aviIUier, a poor misguided victim 
of superstition 1 • Her charity instead of l«i..g Kmoded on 
the catholic principles of genuine liberality shewing a i m- 
criminate breadth of view, too often mdiibits an unhappy 
tenacity of adhesion to exclusive miss in the performance 
of tdnlatrous ceremonies. If she Is placed above the atmos¬ 
phere of artificial,less, it U her midVreuc to be surrounded by 
a caacuteM mn of conventional restrictions which render her 
life a visible embodiment of helpless misery and angtn li. 
and if she ever appeals* she appeals to the Being who is the 
only friend of the hopeless and the poor. To attempt to 
reconcile a widow to her forlorn tot Is to tdl a patient burning 
with fever not to be thirsty, Her days are dismal, iter nights 


lire dreary. 

It was the dread of ivHmvJimiil. and the mrnt^ 
ed Jifo-long miseries inseparable troni it, that led fifty 
wive* at a time to ascend tiio hmvti a 

husband* with all the composure of a philosophic mind. It 
redounds greatly to the credit of the British Government 
that its generous exertions have net only struck the ikath- 
kneil of this inhuman practice, even in the remote-T comer 
of the Empire, but, what is more cfimrncroUWe. endeavoured 
“in heal Ihe wound* of o country Weeding cvcr >' **°™ 

from tlm Tanga of SU.pCtstitkM^ 1 

Not content with depriving her of the best cmoymcnl ■ n 
life which w»ricty affords, and the taws of Cod ranelit.n, by® 0 * 
desnuing her to a state of ticrpetual widowhood, the grew 
lawgiver—the iinlTinchiny; foe t>f freedom m fema g- as - 


* TV n /.sswfAn-i ». .TltaiT' ’ ’' 

fa km y«.o»»woiwlrf»to*- 3 «* *'*'* 








MX DOG U’i DOWS, 


fvi rtJicr ciijfsiocd ttic strict ^ b.'*crv3 n cc of ccititlii pm ft i ml 

— that slJiS gall la Iter already overflowing cup of misery* A# 

been observed before, she is restricted to one scanty meal 
A day, always n( the Coarsest descriptioIt, devoid «f fi-h* 
which ia generally more esteemed by an fp&fr* bdy thafi 
any other article of food, ft* her bill of fare* She must rcli- 

- giou *\y fast on even* twice a month, a nr! on all other 

impulAt religion* celebration*. She most hare her bod* ol 
-Ji soi'tjv of urn ament=, even the ir&u and the^/hangliss, 
which nnce cuiisiitmcsl the izmiwmm hmenu of her life, As an 
appropriate institute for the gnld and peart necklaces, she 
u enjoined to tot « Aafer (a hasSlweod chaplet), and 

~ f Qytlt f a Wcod txiiuJ roU fw the final rest of her soul She 
13 proh,b]Ied f# bordered clothes, * thayU 

her proper garment; she i 5 nor permitted to daub her forehead 
w.tK CwmUlte.}. once ihe pride nf her life when her 
^ ^bidden fo use any ******** artide 
or fcod *>4 to comply the Catnip of restriction, ihe 

" iW * llcr P^rposdy .hat she may Mvc «U 
o.lyapj^m^arui there* mure effectually ref *Uhe Inrwd* 
of a wicked, seductive wnrid* f 

if iJic have any children tn n k»b . * 

r unnm m nurture, the happy etraitn- 

stancc affords a grtsit relieftrt h(-r « - *rr 

i* r n , , , * ' *«n»mdy monotonous 

h.e, uij and night he watches tht m whu 

**£ *■«* - «*. m sssss 

aiuacij forgetting in the plenitude of to ^lldtwJe to 

«*. R — ? S^PWI * to Z* which 

, :.f, f ^rr- S cHi B Uv Erw ,u, 11 ,. palr ^ 

* II dmtt k mi:till. <i,'iF fun i*. fl i tu-.jTl 7"--—- 

arm <sf Uurcib lltune rl |c* r „,! ;™T ™ Wftlri*. „( ht.ihtiiiu* coU 

ihu y ««M *iiw iliT 

Time *rf KTISJC Mien, gvftofaIIy »■«» f L, <>,, ^ fiib iliin *u«. 

f*d MU Mbinurcrj:i Ui tobRl Alt by rtafem ^ThT* Mk**& ef Krhjmi, »k» 

ii ml is vwjpV ^umln wtin* hatful k aJIto jU, t«l ihriY 

1 rl k 'm i 3 v.i•!..•■., h ,-., h |. . ". ,n ''•■ r *i!ii.-nii- ii. WArti 
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HINDOO WtDOWS. *4$ 

It w a painful fact that riches when m>t property used 
have a tendency to corrupt the rolruls of human beings, ami 
lead them from the path of virtue to that of vice. A wealthy 
widow who hau tfte command of a long pur« more readily 
falls a prey to the temptations of the world than one who, 
moving in an humbler sphere of life, has Her tnind almost 
wholly engrossed with domestic cares, and the thoughts nf 
a future state of beatitude. “ Verily," as Lord Lytton 
•* in the domain of poverty there Is God’s word, * 

Considering the endless round of hardship and self 
abnegations to which she is inevitably doomed by a terrible 
stroke of fortune, “which scathes anil scorches her sottl* 
it is cheering to reflect that site so often shines brightest 
in adversity. Indeed she may be occasionally said to die 
ten times a day/’ but her incredible powers of patient endur¬ 
ance, coupled with her high sense of female honor, are dwer- 
ving of the higlicst admiration. 






XX 

SICKNESS, DEATH. AND SIfRAD. OR FUNERAL 
CEREMONY. 



[S I have said in the beginning that a Hindoo lives 
religiously and dies religiously, so his last days are 
attended with a degree of melancholy interest 
which is characteristic of the religion which he professes, 
an well as of the nice to which he belongs. When a Hindoo 
becomes seriously ill. the first thing he docs is to consult the 
Almanac as to the stellar mansion of the period, and en¬ 
gage tlie officiating priest to perform a series of religious 
atonements, called uutydna, for the removal of the evil spirit, 
and the restoration of health. Mornings and evenings are 
dedicated to the service, and the mother or the wife of the 


patient, as the ease may be, makes a vow to the gods, pro¬ 
mising to present suitable offerings on his recovery, for which 
purpose a small sum of money is laid aside as a tangible 
proof of sincerity. If die patient should be a useful mem¬ 
ber of the family, enjoying a good income, greater solicitude 
U, as must naturally be expected, manifested for hii sake 
than for that of an unproductive member; it being not 
uncommon that a whole family, consisting of eight or ten 
persons, male and female, depend for their sustenance on the 
earnings of a single individual,—the inevitable result of a joint 
Hindoo family. It is customary among the Hindoo's, as it is 
among other civilized nations, that when a person It ill. his 
friends ami relatives come to see and console him. The sick 
man generally remains in the inner apartment of the house, 
where the females—the ministering angels of life—watch him 
and administer to lib comfort. When visitors enter the room, 
they go away for 4 time, but it must be mentioned that they 
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ai not wanting in attention. kind-huartednsa and careful 
nursing. Days and nights of watching pass over their heads 
without a murmur, prayers arc continually offered to tho 
guardian deity fir a favorable turn in the fortune of the fa¬ 
mily. and available supernatural agency is arereity PH**? 
ed for the attainment of the end Th« following conver»a- 
tion will give ton* Idea of the mciandtoly «nnc r— 

Rimkanto {a ncighl*™'., enters the room, and gently 

accost* Mcihun fclic ion ot the pfiticht.) 

RAlttfcAatD, lining, ask* How h year father? I «=c ie 
is very much pulled«1 tpwti i the ttmes-ato vcr V ■ car c 
sidcns& on all when did he pet fU? iLuc win seen 

the almanac? Have you **ranff«J /or nnty4»* (nrUgious 
atonement)? Don't you despair. Kc will get well Ttmg 
tlic blessing of Co-. I; who attend- him ? 

Hrojohtindhoo (doctor) rcpta Mohun* 

R imkanro. Yes, he is u good doctor, but you W 
hnve a good Ktokvvj also [native phy-huiio) V ,KJ UTtdcr ' 
stand* the mmv (pulse) well; Englteh doctors do not 

mudi care about the pabfc. 

Muhum Wdl.dr, I have engaged ijopeebuUuh( native trny- 
sldi d the pulse and watch the progress of the disease, 

Rimlolnta— That is good, rit»p«£buttii1> is a very clever 
physicfcti, though not old.be undeustadds pubtrtfen and other 
symptoms thoroughly, When does the fever come on f bee; 
liuw lie irm;iiiib to-day; should the pvil&e “ink after fever, sen 
fur an English doctor tomorrow, either Pr, Charles or Dr> 
L cates,. both arc very good d rfjtons 

Million—My undcga^c tlr ^ameadvict 

RdmkAnto, (taking Mohun aside) Baba, what will I say ? 
To tell you the truth, 1 have no very great hope, <n Hin 
recovery, the ease is serious* if through the blessing of 
he gets well, tt would be a mg/mJ birth; your father has 
a groat friend of titirtc; m ^ tow wdl< hc * 
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a staunch I (jojou; in thcic day* of tfapmvity, when ihe 
cu'tcmfl of the Mi&kttt (Christians) tHroatem to obliterate all 
iraecs of diction, and merge everything In me homo- 
gtneotis dement after thi? Lngtiyfi fj.-hir>rt t very few men 
a * c ^ loum! like' your fafhLT b rundy to sacrifice Ida life 
f^. r Ihc Jiurity of fm r*%ion % if his end ilp not action! with 
t.id faifcfa Mg future jfcte (fijntkAif) is jeoparr(J*d ; yofc 
y*.i::.'^ rr'fi may laugh at us* nid fools, thinking we liavc no 
M?nbr : a few pa^cs ui English du imt itaal^c a man teamed ; 
1 £ii^ 2 . Ji >li«i:. ii,+ .J. n.;,.* rnahiv- u> wise unUi ^ulv.itnu: ; one":? 

uwn rcHgEun is tin l>esl panacea for the good of Ms fraaJMff 
oi intitre : tate u If you kwr your laUnr. you will never got 4 
fuiln'r again, lie has nourished you with art: and affection up 
Pi thiv day : as a dutiful ^on you arc bound L-> _%crvc him iri this 
hi', ..ir-r stage , y f ou muut Lie prepared to take him to tilt river 
Aide when need be, and that b not far distant ; ff you negket, 

» very great sui, quite unpaiOoiuibit Wluf Jo 
fat fieri and makers wish children for r* It h only for the j:o.l 
of die and to take them to Gurtgn (Ganges) in pro* 

1H£f isrne. Let yucr father poia three night * «m the river tide, 

I return this afternoon , take citre _ wattf| !lim c ] 0£c j y k[ 
GoycebuHub act him coubuttiy. 

I.if'iis them instructions, JUmtdinagnaaway. After 
three nr tour houra. Lite fact return-,. tire patient’becomes 
ddmous and talks nonsense, aoel the wife becoming trery 
uutttuy cdb the son hi a vert- depressed lotus, and lelU him 
to trend fm the English doctor. Tllc Bn obc „; the on)cI 

«»* {ot *be taglf* doctor ai once. 

*0”™ ,,ournt ^in comes Dr. Clctdm arnimptmied 
by IWtoo Brojobumlhoo. Entering tbc sick mans room. Dzs 
LnufSes cxamiriea tht tjailrur n w.>si r ^ 

mcdictncs ire has i«n giving Ilim . (the u ,J cn ^ 

*,r™ ,h ™- 11 *•* «mm mbit to understand 
«hat the doctors are talking about), and being satisfied on 
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:hi- poliH, comes out ami «*» »*« ,,lat W? ” 

.lunRcrmxly i«. •■>**» *'>“ l r ‘ ,,:nd ’ s P" srri t , ' ic «, nte al 

rij:]iL: ti(?. Dr* Chprtes emtltl nut th* Itetter. 

lj c ,e enter ? UJifljEimo wlti* two other friends. (tefiwc 

-ning nrrirfc lie 1 D ‘‘ Chmftc * 

was ticxc what did he *cy ? H«* the fev« W-^y* 

Mtthuii mvxvcr*. Dr. Charles said fftthcr i* i:rj =H. the 
j^oxystn to-day W* somewhat more ofrAtofc thou tliAt tf 

LtUicr daya. 

IvAntL.mh—-That's bad; 4*y bydM' ifa/fatt into thc 
vil&Is of his system Here the? native jApakutn comes W ell, 
HC&i&irjJ J Fjthish&v. pteaac go and set; hmv the patient doing* 
fkipe^mUttb {native jih yaadanj gm** b*«ir, examine the sick 
mail with peat can* the ettfier cmiiUiWibe women 

bv m^uriMg them that there t» no fear. rulum.% outside. 

kamkant^ h> G.,pedHlOUb-How did you find him * U 
rhe pul* m fcs right phtce? i »o pm apprehemi any limiwdwk 
, > Dr, Chattel wra here* you have heard wha! he has 

*aid, wlrne«f the vuuisptcrs may *ay, 1 have greater ctm- 
Silence m y-ai than m the Engtbhdoctor; LDk^-ood cart 
4 tid tell u- the exact rime ™ hen to xcm-ve the iniiiimr to the 
rivtr ttidc* that *W our U>1 mrtsi affiec: ahonlrl anything 
t im™ home, which God fork.- 1. W>« »*W ^ ii> 
Lftif fiicpj Uijuug.li sllflfflc ^ hat with *ucli a wtt 
1 ** many friend* and nOuliun*. it wmM he a crying 
haute If the patient die at home > Derttia) ^iif tbive iu 
onu -c hut vout /wlftjttis ‘iks.ll will go a great n i) 

<i,-. f K:eWidliib— Everything depend* on the vtfB of God. 
*liat. can «* numb-do! Whatever fate lutt vidaincJ must 
iuiiu. to |««£ we urc Him- iinjifunicms in. the hand* uf God ; 
ifac pattern w gradtra% -inking, the ptiS-c jil-uIice =tsu*y nur 
tit iL-c liglit place, we iulh! he prepared ?* »t Twr n’ 1 ^. +* r/rrujy 
l*u!fle in a ^vjijc butty uji tjiwmotiii sijjft, there is nn fear to* 
night, i ran [fua/ante* tlmi 

mi 
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KrimkjntD— \\ clt it jp|rc<ir.-; hi* crul h nigh* lit 1 , K nfi 
tnorc destined to have rice and mtcr. * 7hi:n, pointing t<> 
Molmfl, Rom ban! a st-iy^, to-it)omnv morning III - /i’j trstarm 
mief must he performed; fiiukc the Hueei^Tiiry ppCpa raUrai .u 
and send a tubji to ^tnciiir a cot [charpoy), fihunAltiOl 
nothing rna y lx wanting to hurry him lo the rkuMdc 

MuJiun—I tny>i tU tvhttl y*m bid me do, hhheri' tu- 
mair.t-l behind a mountain* now I dfiut! be without jmslcctjun 
Ncxr fnarntitg. the riu.* uf tltyrfarm being jerfarriml. fm> 
Potions are made to cany the srick man to the river shjci 
the ncflTC-^t rcUtkrro ami friends assemble. and the patient 
then in the full possession uf his >efiits, t* brought ixibi^' amt 
laid on the tlmrf*t*p 4 - hi* forehead k daubed with the mud of the 
< ranges and a plant 1 = placed about tiis head. lie tohS 

to repeat the name of Liu guardian Udty, and ene nun joing 
* 4 * t*> il tin Siys, hr a go t-:> via it the mot her GlJsvja, at which he 
n-«h - this, staves ns 5 signal for lifting ilvi thatp^y. -uid putting 
il on the shoulder* of four atfong persons of equal rice, The 
In-art-rending mci\c that ensue- hereupon among the femakr 
■anno; l>e ruktpmdy described, ‘Hiefr falling on the ground, 
llieir loud and affecting erfo*. the tearing of their dhhevellcd 
Enck% the HTiilgnsg cif their br-.v.i, the contortions erf thrif 
iKKiit’. all produce a mournful v£crn_* of anguish aiul despair 
which my feeble pen can hardly pouflrm. 

I lie *i<l k man i* thu* earned, pcrfmiss ;i rffStance of 
lrv<J ,jf three miier.j 'n 1 state ..* eouscfoiiiiics** exposed bo all 


* Tin Mam <!v.t hi mint ijjt- 

l>:*. ■ : lI i.i.i 11 

m IW 5 L*1 ' i>™ili t *!]r r *.> it* tdia itju “ 

.-. *#* 60 $ .*&*** la? \t t* ,Hr at J*nra b Jauaitat u n 

*nn&ta*n. * w tffarraw* li^hicju* Ik hit Hfedbu* i< 

’« *»•« *n htou n.c tSaU .4 ilAr^Wt 


lirtwifiurel 

tn ihr -t.i, «# ililitA.1 jiN.- 1 'iivt., d« IT«i I* 

SSSuJlS tertr “S"** bS-R;. 

■ t 1 “*■* j >»* aTiioSm. ?SrSfn^*JS?^!' 

InilL.i, ..fr^-lLn.h, L. uotkiuuinf ilu ^ ^nUkiakit ,r f jj ’ 
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mmm <* inclement weather, fully »'™ re * 

ing end. the carriers eschattglne thdr shoulder* wry W *“ 
the. md stalling out every five minutes, "Hurry. 

hole. Gang# Mnraln. !Jr*luiia. Shira Ram#, untr t >cy «a 

t!i,■■ r fesf&iton, which. id Calcutta. U himtallah Ghaut, 
on the banka of the Hooghly. * W Lite c*»W on whkJi 
the rick man is Iwme la |*M* cm the ground, ««<-» “< " 

(0 the patient to ** the ■acted atrenm. «high he c _ 

. t.tte of mind Hint can be better imagined tm dtsmbec. 

On opanhte Ithttyc# he behebb a dark, gloomy «*"* 

elltMliite*> of which b enough »strike horror into the heart 

of the moat ciiJinii!, and indifferent. Here tt dy hg tnnn 

suffering from the ccntvulaiee agony of ft™"* J"*k '* !**■**! 

enaprng fur breath, there a fellow mortal rt taken n a urr. 

to the my edge of the holy wetter to breathe nut the l»» ll»- 

Ver of life ; to deepen the gh-wn peri«l» %aa ^ '’TV.. 

a I [Indue hearse is just brought to die Ghaut cun * ‘ ’ 

fcrr.u* cn» of "Hurry, llurryboie” which U * M6?**”* 

ilcAtlt-warrnni, t 

m T±»h» IfcniM*} 

Tr»c ^rslk-ht Li" r,i ^ !,hl ’ 

Winch ■“* 

Cnnluy ««n P*uw*t 14 * 

To >»Ilm iri fan -f ___ 

* A hr* ) pan Lack iHti C*KutL* M h o t'r 'l ,'j>' •■■■'- 

Mliofvi M tabutsu hankrinp «» be notitat, 

frts. AfmlAtiui! e* ^ ^B^nSlicin aiitS Virtwvtlak «n «ta 

•Mbit’lim w-ri i-oiu™ ft jj* 

irtiilorl to lit* df 7L,* «mnnMTirr-* ita ". •"'■ 

tm rtewtmtt*! w tarty <*ri ibeij iMrH rttfai him, tfttur- 

I'll* bllfrMf-JUR?» IIUttHTn tile ¥di»« f» , t raliiyv lb* fWMMli 

TTlnr II Utifofc* cailot * t j,i. T^n iULl, JlJ khkb f«"*kjn 

irw than nlly 1 br.Ti^ml ^ |bjr ^JaSS^e- tf I?? 111 

In tt» eiirwiti Ire «1 fortJb b’sKik K. nt%w- 

rila. aid ih< tiitifwt tnil liwrfijUj a® phscPiIM L» 

Itriinfl atilfll ihr Tmtfntl TfPlV | 1 ^ Witrrft Jji tnfM 1 ^ ^ I*W 

rrl. t!-? attihetlibe I- m*- a ’ W,ml " ■ 
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Cair imugination coned\ r c a moot dtstruil, ghastly 1 
Btit rdigiou jia* crowned the practice with tbc weight of na» 
ricittnl sanction, and t!m-. de;idi-ned the finer isntytbililics <'! 


our nninrr. Siul as this picture fa, the t <&turicH advoc*!? 
L>f 1-ncrjb-m ejin hardly cxjki! r-. croupe Rich .1 fate. JVi 
.1 jH-fwiii ati:tj>tc»nu-il tu such scenes, dCiith. and it* enn 
cairmani Hgony, to^ Iialfit* lemm* Jfnw many IIfrirfr*H 
ant annually hurried to rbrir eternal lion re by I'ca^n oi tfii^ 
*u perditions, inhuman practice? Im tartfru ,irn not M t fl fljf fttf 
t>» cofpiihoratcthe truth of UtLs jwiiiifn! (nit t. l > er»ifittf entrr 
*viUi the care and niudtig, nt n Hying man ;it ific tattering 
’• .in g^t tired u| their charge* aiuJ rather Jhiin .uliniid-i- 

■ rf l " I ' ' • ‘ ••n.!ui ? ..U ■ . , , - 4r| *.-’ •;•, ’;i;VlJV 

L ' ^ ! 'rcby death t> actually accelerated. They (_trmcrtipulmtH y 
pnur the unwholesome, muddy water .if the rivet dr.wtt hit 
already eiwkttj throat, and In wme ca-ncs r>u(Toe31<■ turn to 
-Jcpuii, "These are not the ebullient fbalict from the gfmrms 
caldron or a kindled Imagination," Iml undeniable fact* 
founded on the ranlitic* r.f hfr 

The procc?* of Rinttas uttf,trfifot imiikmiott fj| aiwthrr 
name for aufibe&tiun. Ufe h w, especif^y in whnr 

ihc IlmdotM <sll t/A fan#*, (ft aged Jwrsons, that 1 have 
person* brtmght took httmc after having mnkrgimc 

mnidcmus nine or len timci-in ** many days- The 

patiHtt, perhajn an Uhcarod-fcir widow cast adrift fr tta 

the faculty of cuo^cUamm unimpaired, ts willing 
oe r&t or itiau continue to drag no n loathsome cxfetcncr. 
but imturc would not readily yield tho vim spark. to 
of *murderous process, tl* apparently dvmg ftkfar 
of life would not become estincr, ]n the :<*** of an aged 
matu the return h«mc after immtriim h infrmoittly scamk- 
^ m <hat ^ * n g ^ g<l WfeJow the dii rgrace is mow 


rrTT kfl 't WpflT llltKld ,HJ jJJ UJt, 
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prfpumt am death mas. 1 h«v, u-n,™,, * w 

!„ S3 - «M widow W* bw«.eM W* f 22 

hut by » **k « ^ 

«M heodf fc the river Mitt buvius Uw4 ** 

, . a 1 observed clsCTrVriCTCy W* 

frtf mure lluin a year AS » 

Ltttii & m-te Frequent 

than <U Wtowfop “Sh«» I ever din?* Sear^ WrfTort^ 
ever to an made to *«PP«- or even to «*■>"*“ ‘ " r 

toucan pnrrtiec. tim |Ay her^tse nifeimt ha» <■ ■"«**** * 

"'ZTJZ* I* the thread of n,y native. the ^ 
man dfe after a my rf Mr *»* « »f l)h iu! ' * “ ** * ? 

MilMfr'dtt most excruciating pant? *»<1 W P™* > 

atiLfuimn isiv a i ^ih hccL the nawet *»* £"** 

t I i - a rt() the ecillPdlhrlh^rt* 

whurpwd ^ Ulv l ’ , . m iiilf _, 

relij-inii «e offend him with *» t^ne hnnd. » ' 

h U rufTcrings Ittd « 1 -ihk to '''*/ * 

hnu^ The corpse « "mov'd hum the "tfmff 1 the 

h«. B i«. ‘ rh.tUt, . AIM of » few hujMM *" 

^fr. &m«M pile a re V*1fct «■* 

** covered with a piece «f n,v cloth end Ml W*** 
pyrr. the upper and '““or part or wh>ch I ‘ L *’ 1 " 1 ’ . 

Ml CeStta. ’"‘fft 

the efFects of effluvia. The .l/.wm i/vn. " ' sl f ,f 

outcast) lead* the Formula, and the -<.. ( 

hilt sets fin to the pile . I. 

t „» lu i iWii aill rvn(] ihtnwTl 1^“ ,fir 
tlic nnvd remimm R unbmot cremation: the *m 

river. Thus end* the ceremony cT gema uuu. _____ 

* W- cm? ’ 

*>*r - v ■ rr « * T J i -■ ■■ ru ■ - • i* uLitKu:i Hm> liw-i'i c * ' h JrS;;[; 

n^ikhM im ¥iwti»>«r U* whkli wW^ WPl 

t iihiihs la ih= tPiDfn*i ‘iwua. U ^ ■ 

bffllldtW. 
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\mtinz 3 lew jar- r.f hat# wntci ua the pile, bathe* in eM 
<trciiin, mid returns home with H™ friends, changing hi* did 
gaimem for new white dot be* called tittnr/, .m .me end 
nf which & fastened an iron key* to keep mIT evil splH k It 
t* unrthy of remark here, that pirmrlencc is m propiimits 
m Et1 ewy inspect thai m ,1 Mu buur* tlie 
rrcfmciM to hi& mrfuippily altered clrei±m«tancei caused 
Li tbfi of hk father; instead of bcttiuiELhing Mu loss Tn 
a dcsprm.Jcnt frame of mind, he L< Mtf u, j. r: ) t out 

■1 ItK rti'tt ic^ponilliillty, 

f>it rvachmg the of the house, all perMtH tnmh 
firv, md jiurtiug Wes anil a few grams of fia&t (m Hm! 
of (tatse) mto tin- mmitli, cry out m beinre ’■ tfunybok; 
Munybuir” and enter the bouse. The lamentation .of the 
fcimiles m5ide the liotiiC, which tV*f for ,i Tihllc 

lliroiigli sheer Gsltnuvtb^ b *mmntly renewed at tit* sound 
of 1Iurcyhrile/ a,* if fon>h fad w«e added to the flame, amJ 
every voice it drowned in the nveiiv helm mg' snrge of gHef 
Uicir mdjiiichtilv *lniin, ibeir pointed, piithciic altiisiilJi 10 
the bereavement, die cadence of their plaintive voices, tlir 
mter <k.cciMft their spirit, tlicit lend, doleful cries 

if. iTl)ttaiiti;i from one aids of ,he home to the other, 

“ f " ,eir <uul the tearing «T their finft 

are too affecting out to mate the these iiEatumte sired tmr* 

■ if ,ornju. 

The son, from the hour ..f hi. r.uW, .hath to the win- 
climion of the hrecrul ceremony, 6 religiously farces to 
ihnve qtn*. -hula, „ r any ]j!trrarm other the lilece 

<rf Vh " C ** ** r, '» ! tog confined to a single meat 
cottwiting only „r **» ffc* i/«r nr , (a «rt of inferior 

puhe) milk. ghee, sugar ami a km fruits, which must be 

mi " ,ht ' r h - v h,B or hi* wife j at night he tabus » 

httlu mitlr, .njpre anti fruit. T»«. eour* of ™ bo 

ten dayK It) !,w cue ,.f ,, Itrahmin. an.l thiny-nttr .lay. in 
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Umt of a i.Wre.« Hot the Jilvontajje* uf the frivilrg^l 

*“ *» " b ^ c **■ "f J 2 C 

penditine •« the funeral ceremony on » » f 
S Of tm This MM mode «f «** *» • 
in the ew of a by to «b* ■"«’ f**«g 

anJ influential portion of the Him 1 ' 

a, a tribute of «nd *«**»* *" "''I ‘"“"Zl ,m 

denned father. fe the country •* » ^ “ " 

a yuWS educated Hindoo doer not strictly ab.de '*5 

the abme rule, but break, it privately in hi* <? 

living, Of which the inmates «T Utt family only *™ «£► 
an!, lie repudiate publicly «hat he do-.- privately. Fha. 
the outer man and the inner man are not «Wly “* 
the ante being, he dans not avow without wIwt » c ‘ 
within. In Short, he play* the hypocrite. But an ortliodoa 

Hindoo observes the -site i* »" " 5 hc * ”*? 

consistent if not more rational, be does not play a double 
game, but conforms to tint rule, of hi, creed w.th saupulotn 

Fifteen or sixteen days after the demise oi h» latter, 
the >on. if young, is assisted by h>* friend- m .tawing ™ ^ 
limate of the probable east of theapproaehmg Sort, or f«m 
«1 ceremony. In the generality ««•»«* <* *** 

•ml according to the length of the P llr - ' “ '' ‘ ,U " 

exceed it Wider a wrong impression that a debt » 
by the special gravity of the tension, which ti one of smut 

nrteii? Hi |hj 1, iter c^timfltiun. ^ 

~ - 1 T —. <V 


ia,»^ .r no -ifj uah 

• &££?£ ^Srftrtod htobM**. -M- - 
SSd'S&tW+a ■« JtoJSSS; fovari-rw ««•'• 



y 7 o sfacxEsw DK- t r/j jx n spiral* 


Thi? Sobh .1 ftuai kamli family, the D& family <jf dimS-v 
Ujl Uulhck and Tagore families of PattjOTiaghtfUi, ail X 
Calcutta, w ctc -lj iJ to have spent upward* of nr 

iV'.p Sucks Cif Iiui>qci each ail a Mmor.i: CCttinuEiy, Hi cy 
it* t ■ mly gave sidi prc^iU^ tr-r aime-st all : h l- learned Brahtniit 
" r Heflgai, m money anti kmtl, foil vast Cfoivdi of m-n if Jl 
but [ikc'A'Jse tlutHbutinj ■truiiernv -nun- among beg- 
gurfi and jhi-n people,* who for the sake nf roue Knpee. walked 
u distance of pcfhap* thirty roller bringing ivJth Llictn ihrii 
IIlLlcr lIm! !! • :i • • * rd'.‘; : ► im nj&JM ihcsr numerical tttOflgtb 
^ome really destitute vmmtn, fur advanced in u stale of preg- 
fiimc)^ were known to hit*: been ildivcTrrd in the mfcUl > > 

tills defiidy Cmtvrkd multitude Although wwa-dk} * :h-. 
4LtihC’i hits da not sanction mhth a tumtiltuato gathering, m 
tolerate natch a nuisance oftentimet attended with fatal ac- 
eiJetit*, m> f acj tiotft at al| lutes place without t! t 

amnnhlzgc* ui ;i certain nutnlutr of I j ij_r> and pauper** whi 
receive from tuu to four anna's each, 

Aue? the nvcittieth day, the son, accompanied toy a 
brahmui ;iml a servant who ciirrit,^ 4 s>mall corjXil fjr liu- 
Sab*>u tu sit on, vfifejki barefooted to the lioitsw of cadi 0nd 
evciy miciaTKis Hitvm-, fn‘cndr< and waghb-'ttcc Up announce 
thstftfu: Sfirad is to take pLi.n >.n a day. 1, an the 


rat lJ'V hr r u [:l ™ yi),: - "I ptltla. K,.^ iH , t r<,.j!HUC dblik. 

y* l *V t * tM W^ «»* Ltf |*tfwiwd^r|h ||* uhttmtt im^Ct 

tfrS .’ c J j.i i£5? t“? c th , ,rt " ,, 5 f ril«»l Ihfl MlBAlIHlmndHIMDia- 

BSKSE ' 1;" l . !":; •; 1 "' 1 ■ - "=•*••- • Gw md*m 5iu - 3 -' 

init ffj* 1 " 8 ** ^ 1 " t!«i thuii» qf fiii SDcgtnn -cnl |[“ 

Ulii Rflp™ ^ ,,M Itmiiniin, all wliick tn-j t. ti \ man skffib 

tw ^Qpjwp MivdKli *ai Bdikm^pUI 

i..,, .,, -. >: , r ,. w rf t |il , j ,| 

glL'*. .ggg.g.a!*.* “?.. ""* .&6 S. .Vni.^ulh 

u . . r” .. T1 " "“"“ l £-'l»JU«Mi: 

* * * *4% * - rtSuS 


KlKr '7 
inauiv^ 

hU w Ctblte( ItBnmitt 


aia.IiL IU» 
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thirty-first day after deaIk a«d t» Tuqued tJwl ihi: l dk^uld 
fetrantir him with ihdr |rre^ni^ md ace that the ctce in nay i* 
p roller I v | Mir funned, addins ^ich nther com phi military •l 1111 ™ 
a, the muroii sogg*^ TM* m morrirn^ wit h eaUed 
Awjwfa and I hose who are tailed rctur* *» eompliiwnr ■* 
timt- The practice b■■ deserving of ina^ich 

v it muni tats a gride (iff remetiihrance ft-: the memory of 
one io whom he. is indebted f hi* hemg- 

Pfuefedy on Lite thirtieth day, the pro-mid other ucii 

relatives dtavc,fflit thrir mdJ*-**l fhifr-oraew CM* 

.,ii i,t- the old doth** to ib^ barber- Mt*mimi= mrnnticmn 
arc *icrvt round to the Brahmiha as welt a*, to Ihf h 
requesting the favor of tbehr presence nt the SrtMrf or 
on the morning of the SMi/. and at the fensi on the follmvii^ 
day nr dare On the Uurty-fim day. early in the twwflte# 
the son, scpompanfed by the nfficiaUflg priest; gne* 
river aide, bathes and perform-i certain prdimimiry 4ltt3 * 
|fen> the »^|»»rW.r/r and Au7frc»tf m.m.licanH. 

win %raich these tjfag* ? tlhl asefc^y** 1 vuUllFe v- ^rh^. 
a caieL^ gives him a -enth: hint d?Wtt their rights, luul 
follow him Lu the house, waiting outsider for thHr ^hiire 
or The articles offered t>* the mane- or the deceased, Tbe^: 
men n, ere so Lroublesmie or bojstvrmrH in lorimit day ■ wlum 
the Police were n.it half <o vigilant as they flow -we, that for 
tw Q days strecfessmdy th^y wouU i^ndnuc to -bout :md ft ar 
trnd premium to the passer* by that the »l««*sd wm\dt■■ 
lie able tu go Into fl*yfc**Aa or paradise. and that hi* ■ sd 
mulct burn in hell Fin. limit their demand- wire *tfl&fed. 
Portly from i ium r, but more from a de^re Ui «»W ; ydl 
* bpinUtfc**, unsteady WpS tfe '** is fwcetl to weehmb 
ami Bidefy :hem in the bent way he fiatk 

A- the style of living among the Hifi-ta* U&- <- 1 LlU -' 
Ikcdttic rather expensive. and the fiotciit ft&ucw$ of vanity 
—purely the result of oji artificial fitale of .oddy—exerts 

It 


sjckness, tm.rnt Am? shrad. 
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iis pres-fure even on 1 Slim mournful occuion, the ««, if he 
he VV «H to du In tlic <*. .rid, -j Hinds fnirri five to -*J>t thmr.irid 
Kupce* on a JsVVr.i.-/- the richer, more, Me has tn provide for 
the apparently lotmm purpose tu-. f*dt^nvin^ diver utaiifit, 
-'—(thtr#* TAafi\i, h4tti\ Uatiir t Hm*h ih jj!m 

liedde:- couch, bedding, aha* h* bran tel util, .1 Wgt: lot uf lin?s 
uteri^ite Lind liaiJ diver In caih. alt which gt* to pay die 
Brahmins nud Bandits. v :io hud been invited T he warring 
aifcenilcncy of this privileged pj strikingly tnaitlfcGt utl 

an ucculon uf Uu» nature For one or ivw- nijurEa tiny ^111 
chmfrur and scramble, and imbliiKhirigly indulge in all iiumneT 
nt fulsome Adulation of the party that isuited them. 1 

Flic Pundits uj the country, however learned they may 
be in classical lore and logical acumen, are very nmrh 
warning' in the rule* of polh-h/d life. The wanner in 
wludi they djhjpljLy their profound learning is alike pwerrle 
and ludicienas. History does not Furnish m with sufficient 
dura regarding Uidr c-miluvi in .inrinit days, A * far a * 
t;m * '^h or imcaiigatirin ha . nlnriitntrd the ]Kihit f it i- n* 
abler to conclude rlhrt Ehc i^cmidcnci of tile Brahmins wvf 
1>ullt cm thi: Ignorance of the j*-npk\ and there Is 4 very 
slmitg probability Itint ihctr was a neerct coalition between 
the p: l : and the ruler-. f,u the purpose of keeping the 
great mass of the nailou hi .,, of perpetual dafktte*> 

iwd -abjection, the Jailer being dtrauimes content ydtb 

tho Saner of pudding a.f.iin-4 empty jirw.-u.” Gut 

the pr^rcss ■ ie ' tn 'i ghiciim ts -r- tne&tibk th-^ 

►tr-angei?! bulwark of %renit compact for the conscmutna of 

ttnmifctnd IMinmrical authority b mbit v ** It *ht*M be, la 

cruiiittie into ihi>:. ] t would l - u gnrjt fnjuftice to deny that 
4lttL ' r •- Gi>- e br ihinw; there' o'ctl i-cane jkurtlv distinguished 
Fer tltcir pm) found cmditJ u untJMimly (ms; (hey displayed 


run .' ' '; J JJL ^ *»♦ 'He •<*“* 

2 nd I in I.-* ertii^e .1 |U ^, *^*‘-**e dw iiwlaa of b«b =**' 
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a piety. a *ad, a «*t n«t and p*»'o™ti= Nation to their 
faith, «hfch eontsMt -abungvly enough with the P»«iK»<y 
end Worifflinc-o of tfca pt«“t ecclesiastic". 

The Pundit* of ihc present day. when they waemli.e 

at a S/r oZ-aiuI that is ott@idtf«J a fit d ‘ MI ' 3 - 

sion —arc generally wa to engage in a omlravci*} 1 , >he 
i»„e of cnnif.it,on being a debatable point in gramm:,.. 
logic, metaphysics or ttaHog* They low «» k*> , C e ,n 
seminuattal inuuewnlaiurfUm. a* if utterly unem,acinus nf 
the mattcraof-fatrt Tendency of flS? ^ vc . . 

iLiriirc uf • dhpUviny Lhcu ‘b'cp learning * U E 1 e;jlS f 1 ’ 

Cal ttcnuirtJUrmU lit Swukrtt, not «MffSnv» ™ th 

* contemptible (kg** of affixULTfin. In-c^Ihly lends t.*m 

Ho yfr^mg thuT funJAmcntal lava. df " 1ISI1 v '" 1 * u 
or more IhntdiU wrangle H« ^h of debate B«d«aUy 
mwn them nearer and clw to each oilier. !»»<< •““»«? 
solid argumentation. they defend to tb» 

™«rh™, if nm, tati» MP «di gfr « TV,r u ^ f,s * 
pinch of amir, the quiefc n. wing «f ' h:i > hand-. the almost 

tfty, rlurUtfrv iirurtirtiii:^ of th.-ir ^iiisTi.'nt, 

a single dtow(r and idN l )Ui rnunJ thc ** 

vehement tone In which they cmdirct a d«n-^n Oja utter 

warn of utiemumw each other’s argument., ami their a -n- 
stant divergence firm, the *dn t-dnt .tow they -urf.d. 
tLrrrvv a w'rKMW air over the se«lc which a 1 'aw t " 

only cm id imitate. They do «* ^ at **"£?* 

K they ** immovable in their own opinion. and my 

anything could conquer their dogged |*™-0 
own argument, hoVWO fallaaous it may bo, Ttv, . 
»dbed in ihe quotation of ^d«- «*» '» '« f 

Lit own particular the* » «hoy are olrtinatdy deal w 
the sound logical view of at. oaj.mmnt- lln.um.mca, la. «• S 
is certainly mtewd in ‘great swartit*' which, tike [mlishml 
pebble arc sometimes midajeen for diamond*- 1 he way m 
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fc'hicit tfv. <3iFpul ‘Ob ;7iv«. flavour tn theft argurmnU U rpislr 
a stud>- in thr art of dropping mcafttngi. 11u? destruction 
tile olil husk*, and tile transparent sophistries* r»f the ilbjuiu- 

tiou- Br.d.n-„ i« one oF the i^reat marvdi acfu'oi^l liy liicr 

tnpid dfffit ir,n of Western knowledgc- 

WMB cjigiuitd in an animated dbeiisfcm, tletc Pwirctit^ 
vu13 rv.i ik.iv or I tall until arc separated by their 

ntlv:r learned fHctidi oT Utc faculty, Some uf litem &ra 
very (feinted in tho Shiism, especially in Smriftet, on which 
a tli#pu£t often tmn^ ( hut they have very little pretcn ! ■ r 
tr« the calm nmJ dkpn^funate dLsciuewjn of a snbjecL 
C'»s4iii-y >f ttfgirniciil i- almost in van :thU lent in the \ 
mcncc of ilcdurnntiort arid m dm utterance tif unmeaning 
F J11Urr - Their ttfjrtimwtt- arc not Jibe Lord IkaennsMil's 
ijiecchov—a litdc labored and labyrinthine at first, but *£*m 
Vi THkrii|^th:nrrii!ii!v es clear and btKtinilii}; uma .im; and sugudoin. 
IjtL it nut be understood frtun thb that tile Ean^uujc 
(Sandirh) in which tlky «pcak is destitute of sound I ■_ 
r. jsmiiij Mill urmliJ have ho reader* bclieitr; it Is certainty 

iicficLoit in teiutnu? and the correct principles of natural 
phiiu-!>|diy B9 tlirvclcipcd by modem discoveries, twit the 
" r ll ~ diction, the beautiful poetical IniJigTty in 

nhidi Ik uUmiuIa, 0U* sound mural doctrines which it ui- 
culeate*, the force of argument by which it is disthigtu ; 
and the demited 

unrokb* afford no good reason why it should nrt be sminpdl 
^iih Ui^ dijpilty rtml importance of a da^icnl tanguag^ and 

why "ihe deep w .dci.Lv 4 rf j t ^hnnld not enjoy Mine of the 
hmwt, nr.tl eatinmtimt conferred by the Wttfkl ■>» thusc 
Whw haw a name for art en»l ite aoquairUnnets 

wild Ut m Bui Greek" if ifa* respective merits .ff all rh* 

nonages am properly «9tfrn«tod| it is not too much 
JP ^ LUat Ujc Sai-Irnt Umfiuavje will in no way suffer 

^ ymmb teem » 
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labored under M tl* adww rteunutoi'^ of ni 
tiral change* and convithnnns. tin Is*. Oan Hit. o ^ 
biemry of man}* "f the Mu*Wm Conqueror*, rlM .W'"® 
devastation! have destroyed *me of the bat specimens 

. ,f Sankrit condition * When me 1™** «<** " ' f; 

my, 0 celebrated Hindoo writer, -driven from hold to ImW 
and compelled n. iVoll-In the cfcils of the umunlamir. ‘'teen 
doubtful whether llwy would n« be foM " ll ' < lhc 
v«y meal preparing for Item ™ Hen > time in _*’«»* « 

Waturienl won] 5," and we should say. of litcrarycuco 
flic deep and Wwriow roearchwif »»' u ,am 
CbtoUonte. Mam*** WH»n, WBkta. and (.ho* *f wdu. 
dMIngutdhcd German and Frendi %avanti. 1 31 

niwM» io »s ht ^ iliJdci1 trc:,raro ° r ll,t “ "' Ul ' 

tfknl tftttgmge. t . . 

Fnita eight o'dpcfc in the morning to - «h** m the 
evening, the. imiHB «-f a is emmii.nl tv anflbeatK-a 

A spodou* awning cover, the ..jam apace of the num-yurd. 
prevailing tbs free access of air; carpets and satleningces 
are ..plead ell the ground Tor the K-ifMos and other ca«te> 
lx. sit an, while the Hrnhmins and 1’imdUi by wayof 
(leas. take their scans oil the raised Tht< vrwbffiw. or l-'Iure 
of worship. The «iudva?t with tedding, and the ,1m ern- 
aisliitg of diva nod brtmi ulcndln C numerated bciore. with 
a direr r dver Riled with Rupee* arc arranged in a Unc 

iiimki ;ite dm MuUeltM. Icwlltg ‘ IMc “I’-’" ^ ir,: f "' 

M b inds of aomptars or ..mg4.~a and mudeau* which 
furiti l!i= neoesiittry accompaniment af fr Shmd lor the pitrJ* 1 ® 
of imputing sotwmit; u. the seems, Tlirse •» font door- 
Uqc '.uul the entrance, * tb.it no intruders tn»> enter 
nml create u .UitnrbonOr Tin- guest* Iks"' to e urn: m a 
Sigh, and ore amriwody ltd™! to take their Wjcogn.te 
scats (Brahmin* am-mg Omhmlttt. Bid Kuysstas «mm>n 
Kay-ode-.) thu err anti- in waiting sene them with *-*»* aml 
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■ iccti,* those given to the Brahmms having ji thieid or jrtdrtg 
fii ^crwd at the itrp frr th* vsaktof distinction* The '(yayasteta 
arid other guests are seen mnabtatly pini; la and coming out, 
Util the generality of the Fh’ahmiit* stick to theif pbiro unlit 
the funeral ceremony h completed. The current topic* of 
the day form the subject r^r conversion. while the it/viuA 
IfOtt riiltlttl the atncmbly with grail predoou and pwirtu- 
ility. The female relative are brought in covered -jAn&vtfi 

^ \mi. beta Ji -:.-il,.-,I !>,•■'.Ji>, liy ... *« jtePftte t-mriJi. • , 
mjt from the of ihtj nrtnlesv Bqt a* tiib iar a mourning 
scene their naturally cuitviviul spirit giv£* way to condolence 
ami sympathy, l^xcutslve grief dt«e* nut allow thu mother 
ivr the wife tii the deceased to take an active p-uri fn the 
melancholy proceedings of Llic *Jav; tlwjt ucnitriilly ankiic 1 
aXuwf in a separate room, and arc perhaps heard ti> mourn 
nr cry. The very fight <■ f the mourning ofTei mg*. instead of 
aiTordijig Any conwihiikA, almost imohtrmrily unkimlle* the 
fUliic of ntfd p/duces a train of thought* fn keeping 

with the cwnmemnifjricion of Lhc soul event Sisters of b 
Cotii;: nJfll spirit iiy to «ovlhc iliem by pm ept» and rxtffiplt^ 
but their adjivor^tlon cmi S condolence prove in ihu main 
unu vailing The apjjearance of a new face revives the 
citjuUouj of tlic heart. Nothing can di* pcI from the minds 
d*5con!*oUte mothef or wife the gloomy thoughts of her 
bereavement* and the *t£3j. more ghirruiy idea, of a per peiiMl 
^iiiowhood. The els tig «f l knh and Jr/t.) ratal I'mudcd fn* 
Hmmenti), which is ntted. as h were, from it^s very* dtesotuinee, 


* 'flit morW UK «. wuiLj. 3 -M In lSf ,,-.5uh E <?r?- JI ha dm"* 

\ 5 ^ ^ v ? t* ||hk His.* (hint- irquimt 'It 

fTij-i,. ,. rtffftW ti> n.s, or dafJUSt. ... Ihat B i .u.u-.t (jt.dui i. not f*l' 

,Ur "" »-« iTmr fit h A ’..T.,r l - 

Ji t 1 e * r * twi > Wiiin mt mal dttafe npstMt ** 

*"*# “,«• ms** w** *• * kk Ju, igSSjJ#, TL 4*** 
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lo drive away the gbo*and Ml the living, fall, doubly grating 

on her an, while the fond endearment:, of /<«*'&• ,he 

of Krishna. rchraned by the •" «»* 

but ^ravuLc her grief the more. Weak amt 

by nature, the gradually sinks under the 

of despondency. and raising be. hand to her forelurad nmurm 

fully exclaims, "has Fate rescnml all Utis for me? In such 

cases, there is appropriateness in filcnce. 

About ten ..•clock the u.n begma to perform the r. v ul 

the funrral obsequies, taking previously ihc |nrm, h3 ,nn o 
brahmin, and then. sc,..bled guests to do so. rhe offic £ 
priest rends the formulas, he .e,« them. 
noticed here that tenneious ns the Hindoo* c pc 

ol the distinction «1 caste, they do not scruple to mu? I ^ 

• .; AH thev wonkl not roifc *un 

order* on such Jin occasion, un- * n > 

them a. the time of eating The W*ry or heae 
,1. party, make, hi. am—nee about tb.s ..met wlmn he 
enters t.L house, all other guests then present, excc£ the 

Brahmins, as a token of respect for hts 

thdr leg*, and do not resume their seats untd he «.ts -h «n 

For this, list i net Ion or honour a Dut!<>^/:r to* to -i* 1 " 

immense mm of money, to which alluston ha. ^ 

mode. Uis appearance senes a. a signal for the performance 

of the rite, ollod reu/u A.rnhn. orthc dM ributim. of ga. ands 

same honour* and then tnc A __—- 

clxti kSim. «iU. I ««**» £&S£a» *«<“» ** £***» jfi 

Wlwn Ihc Ule m a .-nc»% Utber, Ibe Utc V.a}»h 

SU.U ** 1'imtd <««»«>* '* Jj* *boal tm Urk* uf <n 

Nut ki~-n tltur «rm.wT Kool.a* ol « JJJ: 

iyxcoott l*c li> 1 Uj ^ wbo mriioH »*•«««•{ 

n.!mtilr nfr**- Ou «*JJL «« ,Uak*l •! ^ 

«l lit. nuio «n V>w.» uf tf** «»«* »nJ Ua* 

m.^.iK. snrr of ilie * r w C Cv,u 7 
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according to rank. Where flic re ts no Duttefalty, the garland 
i* put round the neck of a hoy. at K'bidl no otter can take any 
oficncc, and afterward* they art tfillrilintcrl mdrcrimiruicly. 

Meantime the soil it nijjaijcd in the performance of 
the ceremony. while the hand* mT wm^fers i|uurrel with one 
another lor the privilege of entertaining, ilu: audience with 
their songs, which muter* oonfuaiun worn' cvtffciiwdcd 
Female songsters -if •jue-.ti.inutile virtue are now more in 
favor then their male rivals, which it an unerring proof of 
tin: degeneracy of the age. Only me Imml fa formally 
"ngaged, but thirty bands may come of their own accord, 
•]uite uninvited, The disappointed ones generally get from 
t^o to four Rupees each. but the party retained geU much 
more, the rich guests caning in making them presents. besides 
what they obtain from the family retaining them. 

About one In the* afternoon, the ceremony fs» brought 
to a clone, and the assembled multitudes begin to disperse. 
Those wlv> have to attend their office.** return earlier, hut 
nv/t without oiTcring tj, c compliment* suited to the gravity 
of tlie occasion. Same of the Tirahmina remain behind to 
receive their customary bit(h*y or gift. According to their 
reputation for learning they* obtain their reward*. Tlic til# 
in the list gets, in ordinary eases, about five Rupro in 


PPOWH I yt-rMrti***.. nnjfinutu. <4 m=rr. Cidtmm. 

dii^O^Uoth, £ A:W| ,U .if w/.* .* 

??.$**!**%" **' C»»haat» «l»i Jtnl.l rntlr fo.l fluM 

**>"“«* I it. *>«4r <* ikeif-lemlM kawolll. - k-1 U-r= mnfelftr .lit, liuuu* 

eftj^sss: n iss 

tni; m rnA, to lfar/r,r K.(«jiu iw<wal. TUti l. « .ny litultj 

I*™*#. . " wTT 1 ♦ypW Aht courtrI b> nun. lot tt frn*tb 

Tl^Umted *, iLt Adlu.by **« . •«*W »ht 
,u " ^ **rtxw ng Ml net* l.$ *1 
2L3Sn™»tS * .jSfTFjV - ° lo !“• H* ■noitiaii o?»J*e 

SST«f ^ .{T !»i* Srt h, . U *" Itn.1 I* the ***** 
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cash, nml one brass pot valocd. a. feu, or five Rupees, the 
second and third in proportion, and the rest, «y. from e tc 
to two Rupees each, in addition to a brass utensil The 
silver utensils of which the sottsku are made ire afterwan 
cut and allotted to the Brahmin* accortling to thar worts 
or status in the republic of letters. The G«-«v or spmtua 
guide, and the P»mUt or officiating priest, bong the most- 
interested parties, generally carry off the lion's share. 
great is tlicir cupidity that the one disputes ,c r, h 1 ° 
other as to the amount of reward they are 1X5 P^* 
entitled ta As a matter of course, the _G«>n *, fmm h» 
spiritual ascendency, manages to curry off the hig pn.i 
The distribution of rewards among the Hrahmm* and *»- 
dits of different degrees of scholarly attainments, U n rather 
thankless task. In common with other human being*, 1 1L T 
arc seldom satisfied, especially when the question is one <«f 
Rupees, Each sets a higher value on his own descent an 
learning, undervaluing the worth of his compeers. The voice o 
the President, who has many a knotty question to 
decides their fate, but it is seldom that i clarification of this 
nature results in producing general satisfaction. A* thc-e 
Pundits, or rather professor*, called AJhavpncks, do no: cat m 
the house of Soodnv* in addition to their reward in money and 
Wind, they, eacli of them, receive a small quantity 
meats mid sugar, say about two pounds in all in lieu °f 

ja/fwK or fried and prepared fewd. On * SJ:r.i.t day- 
in the afternoon one on sec numbers of such Hrahmfns walk 
through the native part of the city, with an earthen P 
of sweetmeats in one hand ami a br»£5 pot In the other, 
the fruits of their day's labor. Such gains being qmte 
precarious, and the prospect looming before them quite ir 
enraging, the annual sutn total they derive from thw source 
ti quite inadequate to their support, and tn.w of the ttr . 

fitit/r or school they keep. Hence many inch tnstrtutoau* 

KK 
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Tor the cultivation of Sanskrit have been abandoned for want 
t f sufficient encouragement, and a* a necessary consequence 
tile sons and grandsons of these Brahmins have taken U* 
secular occupations, quite incompatible with the spirit of 
the ShastnL In the halcyon days of Hindoo sovereignty, 
« hcn Brahminical teaming was In the ascendant and rich 
religious endowments were freely made for the support of 
the hierarchy,* os well from the influence of vault}* as from 
tiic compunctions of death-bed repentance, such chottccJ* 
fittest annually sent forth many a brilliant scholar,—the 
pride of his professor and the ornament of hit country. But 
the advancement of English education—the only passport 
to honor and emoluments—has necessarily laid, as it were, 
an embargo on the extensive culture of Brahminical erudition* 
The University curriculum, however, under the present Govern¬ 
ment, cmhruces a system well calculated to remove the 
reproach. 


1 he day following the funeral ceremony is spent in 
giving an entertainment to the Brahmins, without which a 
ll/rnioo cannot regain hi* former purity. About twelve, they 
begin to ai'icmble, and when the number readies two or three 
hundred. A wxsasari or grass scats in long straight row* aro 
arranged lor them In the spacious court-yard, and as Hindoos 
use nothing but green plantain leaves for plates on such 
grun.l c<auions. each gu«t u provided with a cut pice* 
"" vhich r ' re i' !ac «l the fruit* of the season. cheedHed 
a " d ******. »«<! several sorts of sweetmeat* in 
earthen plate, fur which there an: m. English name* In 

tpur of the u.rnott vigilance „f dour-kccpen. and others, in- 
truders .n rathe, de«n, drcs . €Btef thc ^ ft „ u slt 

down to at with ,1a, respectable Brahmin,, hut should met, 
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a character be found out. step* arc Instantly taken to oust 
him. On a Brand occasion. „«( such unpleasant cases arc 
wire to occur. Tlicrc ore loafers among Hindoo* a« there are 
among Europeans. There men. whom misfortune or errme 
ha* reduced to the last state of poverty, are prepared to put 
up with any amount of insult so long as they have their fill. 
When a Hindoo makes a calculation about the expense, 
of an entertainment at a JW nr marriage (both grand 
occasions), he is constrained to double or treble hi. < t ua«tum 
of supply that he may be enabled to meet such a contingency 
without any inconvenience. The practice re cttc to 1- 
nnist disreputable one, and beseems a pcop.c m t lar ^ 
the level of a Nomad tribe. Even some of die Brahmin* 
who arc invited do not scruple to take a portion home, f*fi a 
less of the contaminated touch of a perron o t >e 
order, simply because the temptation i* too stion** to 
resisted. Before departure, each and ‘‘tcry one 01 
Brahmin, obtains one or two omtns as daMitiai, a con 
which is not accorded to Any *»thcr ca^tc. , 

The next dAy, a similar entertainment t* ° 

Kdy*U» and other das** *'hich is uccompwucdl^ hr 
same noise, confusion and tumult thht characterise* 
entertainment given on the previous day. /*** m ' 
quiet enjoyment* of life which Itavx a tent cnc> » 

tiic mind can seldom be expected in a n ‘ wh«n 

Shntd, where all la ptomak confusion *mi d^ordnr 
a dinner is announced. a regular scramble ti r* P at •• 
rude and the uninvited occupy ihe/**/ *** to the *dm»m 
of the genteel and respectable ^wto the cables ar e 

'tuiTOm «utt *® 

lK« tat* iK»rrf C nrrm Cm* — b* i^ tu aj|i«g <m <far cpH. *»t 

cmh i«o «c(mm rastvw. an. nxml-m 

*tM*iuar in on esttluts **••<> «* l*" 1 rJvii «s uJy ib* g»e<jf 

nf »ht hn.ih. r mt Ah ^ £ u Ud 

of |f»p THHKkim l .ixhni.|ifij '• * , %aM\LiX ibt #!»«</ ®a«- 

*.vJ to. ^hkb H.I V<ltldl4) * HUM* *•»**»«>“* 
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beginning to be semri, the indircvnt c^b of “tiring t*n bring 

ijiJnm'K, bring lark&tif amt k* oss. are heard every now and 
agimi, much ti> the dLsiULEtis&cc of the palhc tinU the JL^-c.i j. t .-b 
I lic ilny following' h called the nrfnmMttvge* or tin 1 day 
ab 'vMcb thr ion U nUnivetl Lu break the rd& of mourauiuj 
after nmt month In the morning ibe band of *nng5fcer* 
prvvioufcU remined come and :n.-at the family to eng- id 
Krishna, taking care tu sdeet pieces which are moat pathetic 
and heart-rending, bdkthig the moumful nccn.don of a 
very heavy domestic bereavement Use singing cumtinUL-; 
til! twelve- ur one o'clock* anJ dome people setrxii to be so 
deeply affected tluil they actually died team, ami forget fur 
a v, bile tliuir svurttily cares and anxieties, When the songs 
arc fmiahtfb *ht -on and his? neaicat tekthes, rubbing then 
bod fas wilh oil ami turmcrL, remove tin* flin rhif un tlmif 
shoulder from die house n> a place near it. A holt is mode, 
atid the h isiiLif (it pain led fag t*f wood about six feet higbl 
with an ex on the top, tkc,, is put into it , after lilts they 
all hatlie and rtium home. The songsters are dkfntogd 
with jwv^uIt* of money, clothes and food 

The sou then sits down tti a dinner with his ncar^E 
bli^xl jtiaLfam LtnaJ thfa lb the first day that he leaves his 
tiiuH-sh** diet aflet -i numih'S mourning, ami Ukr* u> the uu- 
ijf fish and other Hindoo dfc-he^ He is also allowed to 
change his mounting lIjcs? and put on shoe*, after having 
madir a present of a ji.ixf to a Prahrnifi , he moreover, sleep* 
with his wife from, this day av btTore, hi fact he reverts to his 
former mode of living in every respect 

As the entertainment Um Time con&isi* of ivjfiK, made 
up of rfee and currfas. urn I n it ; made up of A-w/naw and 
sweetmeat*, cumparaijidy a smaller number of gucst.i ru¬ 
ble 1 n thi* tfCaulrw* and that of Imifera and mtnirfm ex- 

* ItiiT* Ip a »U 4 Wswtk- fomt* « w*4 a darnel it ttmrw 

Ik « flw* mil K no’ Ih-.i, k i(w mow iho< «nn|d lit <KiO Mute 

in»=it a i j-> Um? ] .»tni r, tt ttems I in l ilit Briitd ieUui^i. tinl I'rrvr-'y «Uk 





s/cknzs.s, -mm **» 




1iil.lt- a itt) UminisIicJ proportion i '* tcn 

one pm alw..y, uU from a drawee ‘ tal ,h -' , 
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platca. Ami to crown the whole, thousands of learned Pundits 
from all part* of the country congregated together to impart 
a religious solemnity to the spectacle. All these prepara¬ 
tions lent n grandeur to the scene, which wa3 In the highest 
degree imposing. Cotmt!e*» myriads of beggars from tlut 
most distant parts of the Province assembled together, ami 
they were not only fed for weeks at the expense of the 
Dewan, but were dismissed with presents of money, clothes 
and food, with the most enthusiastic hosannas on their lip*. 
For more than two months the distribution of alms and 
presents lasted, and what was the most praiseworthy feature 
in the afthir mils the Job-like patience of the Detvan* whose 
charity flowed like the rushing flood-tide of the holy Ganges 
on the bunks of which he presented offering* to the manes of 
his ancestors. Some of the Adhapteks or Professors obtained 
as much 8* one thoii-.aud Rupees each in cash and gold ami 
silver articles, or rather fragments of the same, to a consider¬ 
able value. Besides these magnificent honorariums tire 
whole cf their travelling and lodging expenses were defrayed 
by the Dewan, who was reputed to be so nch that like 
Croesus or old he did not know how much he was worth ; 
hence there is still a current Haying amongst the Bengalees, 
which runs thus: ** If ever money were wanted, Gouri Set 
will pay." Gouri Set was the son of Cuuga Gobi ltd Set. 
The expenses of the SArad have been variously estimated 
at between ten and twelve lacks of Rupees. The result of 
tin# truly extravagant expenditure was wulc-sjnrad fame, 
and the name of the donor b still cherished with grateful 
remembrance. But as ail human greatne** i** evano-ccrit. the 
fame of the family for charity once unparalleled in the annals 
of Bengal ha* long since dwindled into insignificance. 

The next Shrad of importance was thu c*f Maharajah 
Nabki<*c« Bahadoor of Slvdilubarur, Calcuttx 11 is tori Raja 
Rajkbsett performed the Sr/ntd, which. to tins day, htauda 
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unm-illed in m city. Four sets of gold ami 
of silver utensils <(escribed before. amount.ng m value U 
near a lakh of Rupees. «« given on the ,c 

paraphernalia go by the name of « C lft kkc thc 

L- Besides these presents in money to Hmhmim upwards 

of ivto Lxldrs of Rupees were given lo thc poor. 

II these immense sums of money had been invited for 
the permanent support or a Charitable lnstitubon, u would 
have done Incalculable good to society. But then there was 
regularly organised system of Vublic Chanty, oor ltad 
people any hiea of it. Such immense sums were spent ,n,«!y 
fur religious purposes according to the prevaih,^ notmns of 
the ago Tanks, reservoirs, (light, of steps on the banks of 
the river* fine rows of trees, every three nnles stone ui- 
ings or choultries for travellers, affording a grateful shelter 

throughout the eoiintiy. »'« amon S thc wwki uf ,mb ' 
utility const*uctcd by the charitably diaposctl 
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XXI. 

SUTTEE, OR THE IMMOI ATION OF HINDOO 

WIDOWS. 

I1*TY years ago, when the British Government was 
endeavouring to consolidate it? power in the Mast, 
and when Lite religious prejudices of the Natives 
were alike tolerated ant! respected, there ari>so a great man in 
Bengal who was destined by Providence to work a mighty 
revolution In their social, moral and intellectual condition. 
Thai gTeat man was Raminnhun Roy, the pioneer of Hindoo 
enlightenment. Having early enriched his mind with Euro¬ 
pean and Eastern erudition, he soon rose, by his energy*, to a 
degra: cif eminence and usefulness which afterwards marked 
hk career as a distinguished reformer and a benevolent phil¬ 
anthropist. He was emphatically an oasis in this sterile 
land —3 solitary example of a highly cultivated mind among 
many millions of men grovelling in ignorance. To his inde¬ 
fatigable exertions we are indebted for the abolition of the 
inhuman practice of Suttee, the very* name of which evokes 
a natural shrinking from the diabolical deed, which appallingly 
and suddenly expunged u tender life from the earth, and severed 
the dearest lie of humanity. It was the severest rellcction 
on the satanic character of a religion that Ignores the first 
principle of divine law. Women are of an imprcsdonahlc 
nature, their enthusiasm is easily fanned into intensity, and 
superstition and priestcraft took advantage of it. 

Nut content with sending a sick man to the riverside to 
be suffocated and burnt to ashes* a narrow-minded hierarchy' 
lent its sanction to the destruction of i living creature, by 
burning tile Hindoo widow with tht dead body of Iilt lio>- 
ixind. tlic fire being kindled jkrrhajw by the hand of ouc 
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whom she hxd nurtured and sucklexi in tatoney. It i* ««£» 
to contemplate Itmv the fine,! sensibilities of our nature 

sometimes blunted by a false fault 

My apology f»r dtr«llln B on tWs patnful subject non th.i 

the primary cause of complaint has tong since been removed 
by a wire Legislature. I* no other than that I had becnan 

■ssof » meteoehol, *** * *» r 

.trocity of which ft is -possible even at the, 
thne to call to mind without horror and dtomay. ;v. the tal 
1 am going to relate is founded in real life rts truthfulnew 

can be thoroughly relied upon. 

When I was a little boy reading in a UaUdM at home, 
my attention was «nc morning roured by hearing rum m> 
mother that my aunt teas -going a Suttee" The word was 
then scarcely intelligible to me. 1 pondered and thought ««r 
and over again in my mind what could the wool *>»«“* 
mean. Ilcing unable to solve the problem. I a-kal m 
mother for an explanation; .he. with tears in her eyes, told 
me that my aunt (living in the next houre) “was go.ng to eat 
Insanity ! fell a fixing curiosity to ** the thing 
with my own eyes, *01 laboring under a misconception *> to 
what the reality could be. I had then no distinct notion that 
life would be at once annihilated 1 never thought for a 
moment that I was going to toac my dear aunt Tor ever. My 
mlml was quite unsettled, and I felt an irresistible dcinre to 
look into the thing more minutely. t ran down to my aunt’s 
room ami what should l see there, but a group of sombre com- 
plextimed women with my aunt in the middle. I have yet 
alter fifty ycao. a vivid recollection of what I then saw m the 
room. My aunt was dre*»ed in a red silk sari with all the 
ornament» on licr person, her forehead daubed with a very* 
thick coat of xid<*r or vermtlllon. her feet painted red with 
nlia. she was chewing a mouthful of betel, and a bright lamp a as 
burning before her. She waa evidently wrapt in an ecstacy 
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of dcvutkotb earnest, tti all %hc did. quite calm arid composed ** 
if nothing important vra* t M happen 1 n -htirt. ■■ !rt was lHe.^ 
at her rn.iLin^, anxiously watching the flour when this mortal 
coil should he pul n IT My imek wa* lying a corpse hi the 
adjoining room. Ft appeared to mo that nil the women a>- 
• i inWiHl were admiring the virtue* ami Fortitude of my aum 
snmc- licking the betel out of her mouth, -ime loud sing her 
forehead in order so have a little of the foftv.r or verniiUiort, 
while tii-t a few railing before ln?r feet. * xp re -oiHl n fond h-«i HC 
that they might possess a small particle of her virtue. Amid -r 
all these surrounding. what surprised me most wan my aunt* 
stretching out one of hci hand.' at the bidding of on old Hmh- 
min woman mid holding a finger right over the mck of the 
bumiti” lamp Tor 3 few seconds until it wan scoirhod and forci¬ 
bly withdrawn by the r id lady who bade her do so, in order so 
have a foretaste of 'he unshaken firmness of her mind The 
perfect v impose with which die underwent this fiery ordeal 
fully conyineed all that she wm a nraf Sttttoc, fit to glide 
with liei husband in /AylvwM paradise Nobody could notice 
nny change in bet countenance <u resolution sifter die h;ul 
gone through this painful trial 

Cl was ft bout eleven o'clock when preparation* were 
mode for the remov.il of the eorp>c of my untie to the 
Ghaut, It was a small mourning procession. nearly thirr> 
persons, all of respectable families, volunteered to cani the 
tk-ful tw>4y alternately m their shmlltkrv. The body laid 
on a f/t/irfMj, mv aunt followed it not in a dosed but an o\>ca 
Palkec. Situ was unveiled and regardless of the qqustS 
quernas of a public exp^tir e ; she wavjn a manner, dead to the 
external world. The delicate ?ciic-c uf shame so diarac- 
teristic of Hindoo females u-iu entirely aippressed in her 
boyam. In uuili, -he w; L s evidently Irangfng for the hour when 
her spin: and that of her husband should meet together and 
dwell in heaven, tihe liad a W>o* mate [siring ,.f basil 
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beads) in Her right hand which die w« UlUng atld 
•rented to enjoy the shouts of "Hunrec. £ 

perfect serenity of mind. How can we account for the 
..range phenomenon where,n a sentient betng 'n a of 

full consciousness was ready to ^render a. tire feet f 
■ llur.ee" the last vital spark of life for ever, without a mur- 
mur a sigh. « a tear? A deep, rincere religmu. lanh. which 
serves as a sheet-anchor to the soul amidst the storms of i e, 
can Only unriddle the enigma and disarm death ol its terrors. 
\Vo reached Siintollali Ghaut about twelve, and after -ta;. mg 
ten or fifteen minutes, sprinkling the holy water on the dead 
Unly and all proceeded slotvlv to Kooltullah Ghaut, about 
three miles north of Nimtollah- On arriving at the destma- 
Uon which was the dreary abode of Hindoo undertake, 
solitary and lonesome, the Police llarogalu (who was also a 
11 indoo) came to the spot anil closely examined my aun^n 
various ways attempting if possible, to induce her to hang 
Z m |nd, but She. like -Joan of Arc." resolute and 
determined, she gave an unequivocal reply to ^ejnrrpo 
that "such was her predestination, and that Hurrrc had 
moneri her and her husband into the lloykonto The 
Daro-ah. amused at the firmness of her mind. Maid at He 
Ghaut to watch the proceedings while prepare.,o..s were 
be,>v made for a funeral pile, which consisted of dry fuewood. 
fagots pitch with a lot of sandalwood, ghee. Sc. in H to Ira- 
a fragram odour to the air. Half a doren Bambo." W 
Sn. were procured also, the Use of which we aflerwimU 
understood and saw We little boy. were entered to stand 
aloof The llralimin undertaker came and read a few m.mtrn, 
or incantations. The dead body wrapped in new clothes bemg 
placed on the pyre, my aunt was desired to turn -even limes 
round It. which she did while sttewmg a lot of flowers, cow¬ 
ries (shells) and parched rice on the ground. U -truck me 
at the lime that at every .uecess.vc circ,in,ambulation, her 




drtftglJl ami prepuce r mind failed* w hereupcm the Darogah 
stepped furwnrd once move tail endeavoured evert at tits fast 
mnm niit to deter her from her fatal determination, hut sbe t £ 
the very sfafeahobi of ghastly death, fa the U-i Ikiut of expir- 
ing" life, the fatal torch of Vama (lluto) befnre her, oilmly 
ascended the funeral pile aiuJ lying by the aide of her hus¬ 
band with one hand under hh head ami another on Id* Imi 1 
was heard to call, in v o>c-_ half -tuppressed, on ll UuTTCsr, Hur- 
ruL;, — i iijrrj uf firm belief In tliri reality of eternal IfrCAtitudcN 
When vhc had lhu> laid hcrwrlf on the funeral pyre, ft he Was 
instantly covered or rather choked svith dry w-ond, while .c-inc 
htuin men held and pressed dmvti the pyre. which was by 
this time burning fiercely mii all ttik : , with the Bamltoos* A 
i^rcat ihout of exultation then from the -rnrTnundlng 

- riectaLOfii, till both the dead and lining bodies-were converted 
into a handful of Just and ashfct When the tragic aesne 
was brought to a dn<e anil the exeicement of the mnrnrnt 
^uhsklcd, men and women wept anil . ■ .ULv i. wMk crtcs aml 
groan* of -sympathy filled (he mt. 

If all neUgioTia t>e not regaidcd a> splendid failures/ 
Dial outlook into the fuliirc, whirli imUiiis u. anuti the 
■manifiiH griefs arid agfimu« ef a tmuhl nt> Ufa, Itnkfa oui 
the -<uso hope of n blessed existence herea/rer. Srly aimt, 
tlliuggobutiy Itai&ec. though a victim of ^ujKrrststion, imd 
utv<aiJid4« a ft mi, unalterable faith in the mindful db- 
pensatinns of If litre? which prompted 1 cr to renounce her 
life for the salvation uf Iter own tiiul her Inj-UaaiJ ^ soul ■, 
giving no htM whatever u the importunity of her friensK 
or tile admonition of the world, Thu sincerity of her reli- 
gio«= conviction immeasurably outweighed every other ivurUil> 
■j moderation, and nn fear or umiptatiiin ontild deter her 
from her r»*lute yurp-sc, despite Ha singularly ducking 
diameter, It wm tile depth of a similar tel Slimes convie- 
iUm and earnest ness uf puipo** lint Led Joan uf Arc to 
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suffer martyrdom un » funeral pile. When *>*<»< by the 
cxecutronrr tf she b«lte»ud the reality of her mission. 

•• Vo." she firmly replied. while the flame, were ascend.ng 
around lief. - My volets were of God All that I have 
done *h by the command uf God No. my voices d,d not 
deceive me My revelations were of Ciud.’ “ Nothing more 
«a» heard from her but invocations U. Go<l. intrrni|>ted 
by her long drawn agony. So dense were the clouds of 
om.kc that at one urnc. site coold not be o*n. A sudden 
gust of wind turned U» current of the whirlwind and Jeanne 
was seen for a few tnuinents. She gave one terrific ray. 
pn.nout.ccd the name of Jem. bowed her head, and the 
returned to God who gave iL Thus perished Jeanne, the maid 
ol Orleans “ and thus ,writhed Bhuggobutty Dasaee, my aunL 
About the year I SI 3. Rammolmn R»> publlihcil.« pam¬ 
phlet in which he very clearly exposed the barbareu. character 
of the rite o< burning widows alive. He was unfortunately 
hacked by few friends. Tito orthodox party was then very 
strong, and included the most influential and wealthy portion 
of the Hindoo community. Maharajah Tejchundcr Rah*? 
door Of Uurdwan. Rajah* Gopremohun and Radhakantn 
Bahadcmrs, PromuUuwUt Dejf. Boyrtubchtmdw Multick 
Rammolmn Mullick ami in fact, the entire aristocracy of 
Calcutta were enlisted on the side of opposition. Tur 
•iumachat Utamlrika," the recognised organ of the XMrrrwa 
Shuh/kt. edited by Hhowbany Churn lkauajte, vilific.) Kam- 
tnohun Roy. «* an outcast and infidel and persecuted those 
who were hold enough to avow their sentiments in favour 
u U»e abolition of this Inhuman practice. Rammohutl Roy 
almost single-handed encountered this formidable nppcdthui, 
be fought for a just and righteous but not a popular cause, 
regardless alike of the cratset|uc«ces of social persecution 
and Uic ducat* *i>d *coifs of hu orthodox country mm 
Patiently but *tc*dily Aiul cwwiatcutU he worked his "•*>’» 
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until ;tl last his appeal folding ft responsive t-dir. m a 
Chriatkn Heart, th*l noble minded i rover nor General—I H 
WiItI wb ftontinck — grailually pm a six>p to cm;;jme:nee. rii.it 
c 3 triii Hl .tiUcsmiiii Hiui iiMny ACiiinfcrEiicc .wftii RaiurmdiMti 
Hoy on the propriety or otherwise of abolishing thi* shocking 
practice, The anti-abvUticjmflts presented a memorial in 
Government* urging therein it- unjuvii ruble interference with 
the religious usages of the country. That wise Govertim 
General, whe was very anxious tv preserve Iti full integrity 
thcsoteppi pledge of government abmt a ncuimS policy in 
mutters of religion, consulted the distinguished Cnonuli^i. 
Mr, H. H, Wilflfjn^bn the subject. and finally came id the 
resolution nf abedi'-hing: thfe inhuman fodituiion through- 
out the British dominion fn the East. Hut before giving 
effect to the resolution* he recorded in j Minute that 
the authoritative abolition of tlv practice would tie an vut- 
rpgtxmx ‘. SolaLion of the engagement c>f the Supreme Gnvrni 
rr;ent_ Accordingly Im Lordship observed I must ac¬ 
knowledge that a similar opinion is to the probable excitation 
uf a deep distrust of our future intentions, waS mentioned 
to me in con vernal ion by that ctdighlnul Native, RamninUuu 
Roy, a warm advocate for the abolition of Stt^tCCSj and "I 
nil ...iber superstition S and Corruptions engrafted vn the Hindu 
religion, which he consider?! originally tv have been a pure 
ddsm. It Wats his opinion that the practice might be sup 
pressed ijitirlly and uiiubacrvctlly by increasing tile difficulties, 
and b)^ the indirect Jgvfscy ofths: ikilier. He apprehended 
that any public enactment would give rise to general sippn-- 
lieUiitin, Hint tile uijidd be, while the English w ere 

contenditig for power, they deemed it politic to allow univer¬ 
sal toleration. and to respect our religion; but having obtained 
the supremacy, their first act i ■ a viulMion of their profession ■- 
and the next v, ill ^ilwddy lie. tike Mahomedun cofsquen'r-- 
tv force upon us their ow n religion," 
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Th^ju^mertt yised by Government w a.ittwrtfcb 
aa Its conduct waa compatible with its knawn pnltey. But 11 
must be ratmti<tf1€d t" the cralit of an enlightened Govern- 
mem that its generous exertions have efTcctun-'h hralod one 
of the rrK^t shocking wound* inflicted *n inhuman u^r=tj- 
Hon ttpciv trur unhappy country 
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THE’ WONDERFUL TRIUMI’M OF EXALlED 
CHASTITY. 

N the halcymi days of five Hindoo /kr/ ( vv]ttm ittJijgitxt ■ \ 
regarded as the mortar of society. «u«iriphtp»>usner.> 
ihu cement of domicile happtut-si, when ludhititra 
flip Jim incuStraTed, by practp* and _ example, the mfh'xibJe 
mlti or moral rectitude* Hie re reigned in the country of IW 
* \irry pRm* tftrtWijI, wute Ami benevolent Jtfttjg named d*w*- 
•jKtTi. For a long time he hod nn ebittb w'hidi made him 
cJt l fl flf iely Mnlupp} 1 , Stxifig liuil liie. everting of Wi fiff* « 
was drawing nearer every day and than: w*> no “ 
i be appruach of the wished-far cop^mpaiion, he undertimk 
u* perform a grand religious ceramuiy wiih the nbjeCB « DlO* 
timing a son and hdr.aod daily made ten thmujiid offer < 
hjjj* to please till 1 |£oddfr*a, SnhUrL from whom thf 
y,si\ expected. 

L has flawed nivay several tong ami pain fid year* at 
the end ot which ic «um: m puss that she gndilcss, Sahitri, 
<uii£ day suddenly Appeared before him m the shape of-a 
hcantmil woman* and told him that she was rody to grant 
him any boon lie might ask for. because dte was well pleased 
with him for hb austere ns£ctiri»m> for the purity and 
amarrity of his- fceir^.jbr the strict nb^errartce 01 m»l 

for hU firm, unshaken faith m her. Ail waa to be expected, 
he prayed for it good number of «mi ( Affirming that without 
uff*prrn^ thr life of man uprm earth U but - wiliicmc 5 , 
r.tKiWLUiriif; the tran ntkny sumtunu uf blfii Into a chaotic mass 
tit «tth=l 
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The goddess said that foreknowing this to be hte cherish¬ 
ed ties he, the hail gone to the Creator (Brahma) to consult 
him as to the best mean* for it* realization, ami through hit 
mercy he would soon be bUssed with a female child, in every 
viay worthy of vtich a pious and virtuous father. Her Uauty _ 
would died .1 hi rrc around her name and the fame of her 
rare gift* «»f nature sprend far and wide. She would be the 
cymvsurcof ldl prittc^cyw. and her charm* radiate In all 
directions. So saying, the goddev* disappeared and the king 
returned to his own capital. 

In u short time, the eldest queen became pregnant and 
in due course of lime, gave birth in a daughter of matchless 
beauty Tile king and his Itrahmin friends called berSalntrl. 
after tile name ..f the goddess a ho granted the boon, t lay¬ 
by day. the (irincess grew fairer and fairer, tmd soon (lasscd 
from tilt- Incipient stage of smiling childhood to that <>f- 
bloommg youth. Kvery one that «w tier chiselled features 
aiul tKcpossessing apiwaranee believed that some angelic 
beauty.—the embodiment of loveliness itself—had descended 
upon earth in the shape of a lovely damsel. Indeed she 
vna so surpassingly beautiful tliat no prince, how great or 
eminent he might be. dared seek her hand in marriage lest 
HI* suit should be spurned. 

Tlic king* Aswapati. thought of marrying hi? only daugh¬ 
ter. then in the fullnew ami freshness of youth, to some one 
worthy of the honor. For *ome time no royal «uitors ventured 
to solicit her hand for the reasons stated above. At length, 
Sabitrt sought ami obtained her father'll permission to secure 
for herself a suitable match. In complying with her request, 
the rather moreover allowed her to take in her travel* 
£. tf the wises, minister of the state, whose ex^icncc 
ami counsel v.rmld be available to her in » momentous an 
affair. Mounted on a golden chariot and accompanied by a 
iuimbei of gray headed mincer., she left the capital with the 
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benedictions of the hereditary primly, and journeyed far and 
wide through many a strange country', visiting on her way 
,ome of tire mod delightful hermitage* of the venerable old 
Rishis, who were absorbed in meditation. 

Sometime after* while the king was attending to the 
dutio of the State ami conversing with that renowned sage. 
X.irada. Sabitri with the minister* returned home from her 
peregrination. The princess seeing her father talking n ith 
the great Rishi. Narad*. bowed her head down In token of 
due homage to the venerable Rishi and her respected father 
The bustle consequent u»» the fir*t interview after i long 
absence being over, \.inula asked the king: **0 monurch, 
ulierc did your daughter go i Whence is sire now coming* 
—It is high time that you should give her in marriage to *uinc 
noble prince worthy of her hand ' The king replied, " O 
revered Rishi, I -tent her abroad with some of my wisest 
minister* in quest of some noble prince, who, to a beautiful 
person should mid oD the rarest gifts of wisdom, courage, 
piety and virtue; now hair from her own mouth, how fur 
• die lias succeeded in her sacred mission So saying, the 
king desired Sabtiri to tell them whom site hod chosen foe 
her husband Sabitri, in obedience to her esteemed father* 
behest. thus spoke in a torn? becoming her age and •<*. 
- Father, a pious king named Dyumutsen once ruled the 
kingdom of Sal*. A few day* after hit accession he lo*t both 
hit eye* and became totally blind. At that time. hi» only 
child was in Iih infancy, quite incapable of conducting the 
affair* of the kingdom. ilis treacherous enemies, taking 
advantage of his blindness and tlu: infancy of hie child, inva<let! 
his kingdom and wrested it from his hand*. The dethroned 
king and his beloved queen with their infant child betook 
themselves to a quiet life of contemplation in an adjacent 
wood, renouncing all the pleasures of a wicked, ungrateful 
wot Id. For some years they passed their day* in the request- 
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crctl wood amidst the abodes of many revered * 4 grA, who took 
a special delight in imbuing the nascent mind of the boy 
with the germ? of moral and religious Instruction, promising 
a full development in maturer years. He was in even- way 
my equal and him have 1 chosen as my worthy husband 
His name is Satyavona." 

Hearing thk the hoary headed Rfchi. Narada, thus ad- 
dressed the monarch. ~0 monarch. I am grieved to say 
that your daughter has been unfortunate in her choice, in 
having thoughtlessly selected the virtuous Satyavana as her 
husband." The king feelingly enquired "O great Rishi. 
are the noble qualities of valour, prudence, forgiveness, 
piety, devotion, generosity. filial love and affection to be 
found in Satyavanar Narada answered. “Satyavana b 
Sur>’a‘s (sunV, equal in matchless glory. is wise as Vrihashpati 
himself, brave and warlike as Indra, mild and forgiving at 
Earth.' The king asked : “ Is the prince a dnccre worship¬ 
per of God, walking in the path of righteousness? Is he 
beautiful, amiable ami high-minded * Narada replied, 0 
king, like Kathleen. the son of Saftkriti, the beautiful Salya- 
vatia. is generous ; like Sibi, the son of Usitrara. he is a tovec 
of God and Truth ; and is ** high-minded as Vayati; all the 
pious old Riahis and other good men believe that Satyavana 
is brave, mild. meek, truthful, faithful to his friends, magna¬ 
nimous. pious, .md sincere in devotion and earnestness. 
The king again asked : "O venerable sage, you have named 
uli thi. good qualities that can ennoble humanity; be kind 
enough to inform mo in what he i> wanting. “ He has one 
great disqualification/ 1 said Narada, - which is enough to out¬ 
weigh all his virtues hr* life upon earth is Very short, lie is 
fated to live exactly one year from this day." 

Hearing the fearful prophecy of Narada. the king tried 
Im. best to dissuade hit* daughter fn>m the fatal alliance, but 
ull hi* efforts proved unavailing, babitri, firm anti constant 
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in her pjighloj hdth. (biirk'-^ly replteif ihaL dcspiftt the mm* 
ntaur. prediction which - riigypalkc of the appalling Imnaurs 
af premature widowhood the mind ' i Hindi <i frmale* A\n 
could Hot retract her pledge and iitiraidtr bdr Imarl to any* 
other being upon earth, 

Narnda then exclaimed . 'O km^p I -*ee j our doughttrf w 
- inie to her pitunbe, firm in btH fittlh ami con?.iant in her love 
am I attachment to S^tyavann. N i one hill b aide U> tead 
her i*iT 4 >' from the jiatJi of righteousness Let tile lintivalled 
pair therefore, be artiled tn the ^ acted bos mJ of wedlock.’* The 
king replied. L 0 great Rishi. unaUcmbH ire your words; 
4 i hat v- ii linvc now *ald 5 s just ami right. As you .ue my 
Gwrw spirituaj guide) I will do whnt you have ordered me 
tn d m * Heaven's choices? blessings be upon y< u all, 
Kiirad.i .mil departed. 

The king nmv directed hi> AUeniitW to tb- -nipitnii»4tKjn 
of Un; turpUali of bis beloved daughter with becoming pump 
and eclat. 

The fan daughter m A^va^iti iv«,s tbits married iflLdw 
(kiim to Satyavana, tin; sun of the blind ..Id Liny. Pyuinuucn. 
Kura while the hnppj pair continued to enjoy alt the bln->■ 
inga of ccmjngnl life in their blissful and retire-! cottage, re- 
mote tire busy throng of men nmj -juiLc eougeuiai to 

fdJgiffii* m«litsalori T though Sabitri knew full wdJ. a* 

Iked by Bldhiii, thai this aborr and transient hamilnc^ 
wiHilel be sArin followed by* Jong and painful .uffrnny which 
ivpuld very nigh ilcstr.^* them bulk 

Thus week after week ami month after muiLilt tolhri 
away, when at kngtli the prophetic day on which the tcmblii 
doom v, ivi io hi- pnnioijni.i ’1 U|r»n >atyuvaua drew nearer 
and nearer, and w hen Sabilri suv that there remained only 
foitr day 7 to complete the terrible year, perhaps the last year 
of iatyavana s life, at the end of which thr fatal torch of 
\ <u,i vngrukl AjJjicuf be hire her bebrvod Implant hvr hcail 
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recalled at the nlca. Tv avert die dreadful doom she under- . 
took the performance of an austere vow. which strictly en¬ 
joined three day* of continuing fasting and prayer, pourtng - 
forth at the feci of the Almighty all the fervour* of a devu- 
t.onal heart. Her father-in-law. DyumuUrft. tl»»ugh over- 

ivhelmed by the surging wave of grief, endeavoured to di»u.»dr 
her from undertaking so trying a vow. but Ids admonition W- 
quite ineffectual She persistently adhered to her resolutiou 
and calmly reigned herself to the dispensations of a wise, 
and merciful Providence. 

Mental conflict, internal j>erturbation. and contimmu* fart¬ 
ing made her weak and emaciated, and the prophetic word* 
of >{arad 4 incessantly haunted her mind like wme fata! vision 
It is quite impo^ibic to describe the violent struggles that^ 
pruned within her when that terrible day at last arrived. at M 
when the inevitable decree of fate by which herder husband 
should for o*cr cease to live would be fulfilled. After bathing 
In the sacred stream she made burnt offering* to the gods and 
prostrated herself on the ground, as a mark of profound 
homage to the honoured feet of the old RtshU mid those of 
her reared father-in-law and mother-in-law who In return 
heartily pronounced their sincere benediction* upon her 
When the hour for dinner came, she was desired to partake 
of wimc refreshment, especially after threr day*’ continuous 
farting*, but animated b> a fervent spirit of .Icvotion nhe de¬ 
clined to take any food befure -uinict. 

Presently ^>hc savv her husband going to the forest with 
his axe and a bag, to procure fruiu and dry wood. Sabitri 
begged to accompany him, lint from the prescience »>f immi¬ 
nent danger as well as from the warmth of affection he would 
fain keep her at h«.mc. being assured that her tender feet were 
not fitted to pander in the “ brambly wilderness * in her 
present enfeebled -date of body ; but regardless of all admoni¬ 
tion she tints exclaimed: *0 tny beloved l^rd. T am not at 
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rill wet*ry whh foaling, y«iu very prince i= m> ilUwyot 

support 1 Ciiu utvrT be hupfi) fit hciiit v Li u>A till'd ik 

tloJ car to Uk earnest on treat v of «iti already disconsolate 
wife, wl vx* fate Es Umnd with yours in *t gt nUnn knot which 
no earthly force call break r>r out 1 ' Satyuvami wa? at IsuL 
contrained to yield tu hkr ^idtaUuOflv aod bade her take hi* 
father anti mother'' purmU^oli befuix Itm departure. It wu* 
xv 1 ith the ^'eatesi reluctance that their pcfimssicm was given 
Obtain Eng their IwiteitastEwis and L-Ing armed with the patio* 
ply of divine grace, the unhappy pair .piitted their Wc.it home 
f ir the dreary hire* it Oil the way. Satyatana, half coilsciou? 
of what mjidd i *011 befall Kiin. -tddres^cd hi* loving wrfr fit 
the fnlknvmg atTcciuinate words: ^ O dear Sabi Err, behold 
— h.-v. riaticit Aisiilt- in alt Iter beauty, hou ihe field- n: i h -inert 
Willi Ir^TJtlt flower*, ilwdy grove*, and a wide espaTLoc nf 
living verdure. hmv .dowly and smoothly run? the murmuring 
brook with southing melody, hen the wilder* u.f the forest 
jxmr forth their wild htiS - Arc E rioter without fear ■ rf moli-- 
tntioxi. huw truarUy the peacock i> dancing* huu- cheerfully 
die «L*g h (risking about, and ab-ivt all, how the 'tilllit' 1 - of 
thr-. - cejic invite- the mind to von tempi at nm/* 

While Sabitri was attentively listening te her husband 1 ;- 
descriptive JUuitmtkm of nature, liur heart *» welled tn her 
threat, but her eyes weft tJrrf sullirnl with even om tear-drop 
>he continued to follow her liusband aa a faithful, obedient 
irifii. 

At length they entered the must, and Satyjiv&iui after 
having filled bag with varibu* kind- of fruit- began to 
cut with hi* a*-; the ivithurvU bundle - of the trees. J‘he effort 
-outi uvespowred Innr and fa felt sotm umstey sentsatifitt 
ttbous hi* head, lie slowly walked down U> life dear wife 
and ub&etved i * O much beloved Snbilrl, suddenly 1 feci an 
acute headache w hich, becoming m^reuml lliure pajilfuJ imdct, 
itte quite Uisen ilble jeui .itmud Lucak* my Ikm, i. | ewiUfal 
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.tarnl here my Sourer but i trttat by the aid of balmy sleep, 
nrfmn it) reg-iiit ro}' health and strength* 

O* hearing her hiwhuuT* hc^rendinp word* -she ttt 
down upon the ground and placed SMy»v*na* head upo« hti 
Lap But a* hue had ordained he swii bcoimr perfect l)' bjwn* 
,ihie. When Sahttri saw this her *cnt«i P«*** cc tff ! 

not fall her ; triiumg, huv.e^r i* Hie botindl^ mtt^y o\ an 
overruling Providence, ^^mly and compo^dly ^Ud far 
the ill-fated hmif t *h«i the pf death would hule fm 

,m, >r her beloved Satyavnn*-^ doom die »■« hetse! pr* 
pan*1 to *W- Suddenly* after a short while, die belief 

.he •«« a Brim figure. «toW " "*> *» "T 

lustre tike she sun, aloivly approving her with n «»»"• :M 
hand This wav mil » figment of l*r unagmitueb t tie 
veritable Yama Stood beside Satyavstia and 1 <mke<l stead- 

fart l y upon him- > 

No -nsnji rdld SaWtri « him than she, taking her miv 

tend'* head faW te lap «* £*** » upon the f.r.imt. 
uith trembling heart thus .iddressed him. ' ns •" ’« t**’ ■ 

v„u, heaven h- form and majeStk appearance tej-eah »mh- 

iakaidy that yon are a god niiving ged* \ •«“ to 

unfold yourself and break yout mmd tn me, 

Yuma wjdM ; “O S-abitH. thou art dmsie and «*=*»« 
in thy [kvotlem a»d mcdk.Ttiim, 1* i herein rc fed " a e 

to **$*« ytoir ^ toqnby. I am ' «*> i 

tom here for the pwptowwf ^rv^'i «™u ' h > dead '' 

a , hi- days upon earth are numbered l<* this, sah.tn 
Irid ■ O kina 1 bit heard that your imp- -any .may 
bodies from .he earth : why are Tfm then «nt 

youi*clf? u , . ... 

Vama replied, “0 amiable aabitri. while living. JMW 

excellent husband assessed many g™nl qualities and «m» 
pistil' KinnrU.ible tV.r his righte ui.meis It *»» im|itopiu. 
herefnre, to have seilt m> Imps tn carry him a-.vny V. ■« 
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this view I am come myself." So saying Yama forcibly dre* 
nut the finger-shaped soul from Sutyavnna's body. Hetng 
deprived of the vital spirit, the dead body became motionless, 
pale ami prtllkl . and Yama went towards the South. The 
chaste Sahitri, in order to obtain the fruit of her vow, fol 
lowed him with sad lr*iks am! a heavy heart. Seeing this, 
Yamo remnnd rated w ith Her and ordered her to return homr 
and perform the funeral ob^cquir* of Iter husband. Sabitri 
said she would go wherever her husband w.\- carried, and 
that by her unceasing prayer to the Almighty, by her firm 
faith In her spiritual guide, by the solemn fulfilment u! her 
=acred vw, und by hu (Yftntft't) grace, her courve would lie 
free atul unrestrained. M O king of the infernal regions. * said 
the, "kindly deign to lend a lidening car t<» a suppliant'* 
prayer. He that has not obtained a complete mastery over 
his Man** should not come to the fotest to lend there cither 
a domestic life, or a student’s life, or the life of a devotee. 
Tlmse who have effectually controlled their passions arc fit to 
fulfil the necessary conditions of the four different modes 
of life. Of thoc lotrr m<xle=s the dwitiotic life ip decidedly 
the best, being moat favourable to the acquisition of know¬ 
ledge ami wisdom, ami to the cultivation of piety and virtue. 
Persons like myself do not desire to lead any other than a 
domestic life ’ 

“Now return home, O fair Sabitri. t am much pleased 
with your wise observations; I am willing to grant you any 
boon save the Hfc of your husband," exclaimed Ynmn. 
Sabiin replied, "O Icing, be graciously pleased to restore cj'e- 
sight to my blind father-in-law, ami make him powerful as 
the Sun or the File, that he may be enabled to regain lii • king¬ 
dom and rule it with vigour.*’ Vania granted the bam, and di¬ 
rected her to return home after the fatiguing journey. Sahitri 
an-werfng said. “O virtuous king, I feel no trouble or fatigue 
while 1 am with rny hudtaud. Cor a husband is the strength 
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a*,,j stay oCK* wife, and the Wifeta the ahercr of her * 

weal or wtoc: 

Thr item dM^tt * JfnhMWf lurbi, 
utcL ioHalM \if ha M*ud «oyv 
tt'b*£tia*ll U?t' m With hrr Hir TfW ^iliim- 

Wherever, therefore, you eart> my husband, my fi«*- 
Mc,M u ill do« you thither. Our very first interwrenre «<W 
the good and the righteous leads to the growth of ««* 
■lened and kindly feeing, Which iv always productive of tlw 
rnusi beneficial results-" Whereupon Varna replio), 'O 
thoughtful Indy, thy wools are agreeable to iny heart \ diey 
art Hfitug hi with meaning and se«*«, 1 dial l wining) 

grant ym another boon save the life of your husbamf Al¬ 
low me, then, O virtual Icing, to &« * himdrcd he- 
■. iUen soiia to my father, who has no souf h «id Sabitri. 

-1 grant the boon ” **Jd Yama, ■■ now that all ymt ; 
have been consummated, do rtot continue to follow me any 
k.aigei, You are fiir awny from ) KlUr hither-m-bw * cottage; 
return borne: nt once." 

Sabitn replied, *O vimiau* king, wt art apt to cqKi&e 
more confidence in the righteous than in ounsdvea; Ihdr kiud- 
uos amply requite* our love and regard.* Varna said. 1 am 
very much satisfied with ynut edifying sjjccch, and am dtoptued. 
to grant you another boon,** Sabitrf feel mg grateful for the 
ley* rrJ Win* granted unto her, presumed Hus time to ask for 
il^e resurrection of t»er h lisuj nd well for the Hfth hnm 
them of a Hundred powerful, wise and virtuous son^ to be the 
glrtjy nf the country ami the ornament or rudely 

- \ic it so," said Yam a cheerfully and disappeared. 

It i* obvious that the fertile imaginatbn of the heredi¬ 
tary priest* nf Hindoostlum, who, ftnm thdr traditional men* 
till abstraction, delighted more in ther concoction of legemluy 
Imc than of the solid, sober realities of life, invented the 
above iimta nr vow, mainly for the v on relation of ignorant 


390 THE ADMIXED STORY 0E SAB/TKI IIRATA. 

females, to avert the hardships of widowhood, than which a 
more unmitigated evil is not to be found In the domestic eco¬ 
nomy of the Hindoos. The unhallowed institution of the 
immolation of widow-; alive, was primarily traccuble to the 
dread of this terrible calamity, which preyed, as it were, on 
the vitals of humanity. Hence the |>erformance of thh II rat a 
is the culminating point of meritorious work in popular esti* 
matiun, promising to the performer the perpetual enjoyment 
of connubial happiness, which is more valued by a Hindoo 
female than all the riches of Goieonda. 

It i* annually celebrated in the Bengalee month of Joys- 
to both by widows and by women whose husbands arc alive, 
by the former, in the hope of averting the evil in another 
life/by the latter, in the expectation of continuing to enjoy 
conjugal bliss both in this world and the next. 

On the celebration of this Brata on the fourteenth night 
of the decrease of the moon, the husband, being dressed in clean 
new clothes, is made to sit on a carpet, the wife, previously 
washing and drying hi* feet, put* round hiv neck a garland of 
flowers and worships him with sandal and flowers, wrestling 
hard in prayer for his prolonged life. This being done, she 
provides for him a good dinner, consisting of different kinds of 
fruits, sweetmeats, sweet und sour milk and ghee-fried looHu-ts, 

&c. It should be mentioned here that a widowed lady offers the 
same homage to the god, Naraiait, in the place of a husband. 

The usual incantation is read by the priest, and she 
repeats It Inaudibly, the substance being in harmony with— 
her cherished desire. He gets his usual fee of two or four 
rupees and all the offerings in rice, fruits, sweetmeats, clothes, 
brass utensils, die. If not dead, a woman has to fierform thi» 
Brata regularly for fourteen long years, at the end of which 
the expense is tenfold more, in clothes, beddings, brass uten¬ 
sils, and an entertainment to Brahmins, friends ami neigh¬ 
bour*. than in the ordinary previous years. 
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Besides UK Bratas described above. »!*««« 
others of more or less note. Wbkh « 
vat number, of female, who. from thor ^ 
dencics, seem to enjoy a monopoly of them. UJ* ^ 

a singular fact that the lia[ip L> 

—— Stti££kEZ£ l 

after. TO* Is unr]UC,tionably 4 rtmu un 

the original conception am. 

Shastnes clearly detwmsUaUng its superficiality l 
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APPENDIX. 

Non A. 

OBSERVANCES ANT' RITES IK 1 UN(. HK.EfJNAN'-'V 
i-Wr the period of r<piior* a wnttimt l* «n|wmi'd b> way of 
IffWamhiH lb lire ;rmltr tefttfal rok* and rri'riuilim^ the djatsvtmaj 
id which it cnnm a sft delivery u 'til is ths **fajr of the 
ofiiprtag. She It wot allowed to |mi no ckuhts wxr which blrcb of thfl 
i, r tkuti ’‘n'lHti, Itii itidr:eiwi ittc^hl pralrttfg ihe period flf bee delt> W l- 
Shc huiem a knot iei ubc eul of it* di W nf her asid kf|*) it 

tied about Iisj wadii* and >pU* on her brain wee *lkf be^i* wiuUmj; 
fiat hotly, wul » not ritawed m lit or wdk In the open mmpowiul & 
ordaf to avoid evil u inafejnanl ajjaiovt ihflir tsinails! *k “i 1, 

itiutlU- w&rt ra the kam of her hiir a lender retd five hkhaa hn& 
When In a Etata of pr*urmm;y, u Hindoo fcmulo It umicd >ir:Ji 
peculiar uirr. tetklcmissi and nrfcciiiwt, She i* ^t»er.tJly brnuji'Ut fro™ 
her ILitterdndjM a- liouee ui ihm of Susr I tihrr t "■'heit VI ihe luerubei* of 
tlws iiUntl j »he* her the pqara: U>*e I tit ihe ahtaild n-nt survive the 

ttixofti Of childbirth Indeed ibr fint c.hildbinh of a yotUfR flindw 
,. irl U justly a.ona;d'Jied a aiitty£ r ho:we*n lift un l dciih \* • ‘ tin,* inn ► 
4 jfc*uird iin'i ^iiursnrce fen tafe delivery, - lit; t* ma le to wtjr ' ^il Jie>- 
net kb «ir.iill il/o^wV . *ti* minll mark >rt fnld ( >iW, or.fjipr' 

etmi dining mme ffowcis pmimnty CWtaecroM DM H» 

drink ilailj, until her delivery i few ilroji* or holy n*w ftfier ftmehk^ rf 
with Hit AAuWjW. 

tl m pethups [teticrsfly known ths= i I IbdOo girl hi mam^. *t 
ryand f*yean or age— nn ago when bur Kunrpcan iwwr wtiwW fit* evrt 
drtjiiti nf bmtitf united nr the fowcU of wrdl«fc; ,imtlhe oaiynd <vm 
i^iuenew Lu fc ilic tiecoiuns □ mother nr thinren »ir firortiwa yearv. An 
ruiineini n«f|f who Imd iludied iht lubjea cartfirfly ihtr» mnark* 
*'T0J «heir thirteeniIt year, they am ivr.sn «nd ’ ';;or«a>; ' htaher ihi: 
pnrtod, ihjjy iilier much fiuicrthan th* wameu tit an> of ihe mlthii 
EiimpeF Her Lendei age, Hei eedema.'y Ule her ipnrmihce id rht law. 
of bt^icrir. Lheeaiimiun dread af chiidhmh h the w utt «l|rrnprr mJ4 

cl] iM of timely metrical ahf [#houl4 my he nfeeg aM|^. ewpiie 

J; S3i &!=^ ^j.« o—watt 
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imnciunev to glum on untimely doath She omu continue to observe 
many pfr n |lll,<n * until her accouchement ts completed. 

lit the fifth month of her pregnancy takes place her A'.uvlu Skdd.* 
The day ittuK he ua aaspicitms on* according to Hindoo astrologers, iuul 
*h* W treated that day with special indulgence, inaamuch as ail the deli* 
rai’.ie* of the >*■'««»» arc given tn her without te^tnctiaiu In the seventh 
month site t* troted with //Li/d Sh.U. when she cat* with a let* other 
female: eb£ie husbands and children m*e all alive) all eons of parched 
peat ami nee a» well a* J fet/uii and other sweetmeats ; in the ninth 
month, tin: Poan±him*iU* ceremony la held, when die it made to wear 
a red-bordered Same - piece of doth ten cobiU long with the 

ed^ea jacut, which i» pr**ened with the greatest care lest aoy jeuloua 
and imtchlentvj* woman who has lort het children, «houid clandestinely 
cut and uke away a portion of the same, which ii considered a very 
portentous omen for the preservation of the new born babe 

On the celebration of PiuuMutr/Ut uboxe mentioned the otficiat- 
mg pnest, after repeating the usoaJ incantation, poor, into her mouth 
a little of the delicacies, without the tame coining in contact with hei teeth 
She is forbidden to eat anything (d»e that day except fruits and sweet 
meutx; and then 4 good duy U appointed for tlm celebration of the 
grand dual J&t<4 when all ihr female leltuive* ond connection* of the 
fannly are invited in CaltttU, Hindoo females of respectability *e 
nm permitted to be seen. much lev* to xvalk in the greets ; they live m a 
eiutc (if perfr t seclusion. entirely apait from ilia male members ol the 
taimly, it being considered • »er> great dkgtare should a respectable 
KunaJe be m any way exp<xd to puhlic gare Hw \ ery construction of a 
Hindoo family dwelling house dearly indicate. the prevalence of the clo*e 

reauna on®® • lhc inmJ ^ mitil U " >1C ** louef afld *“ °“ lcr d P a,lmenl * 
there must hr ui tnefoved =omt-yard reach cl by tunuou* passages. 
.dosed by fow eomiructed xloois, through which one has to wriggle 
istthct than to walk; the sun seldom »hlne* into tt. small contracted stair- 
cose*, foul confined air. nu cmruiutitm or xentiUtion are the result the 
noxious ciffuvut exujwrotmg from this ut that sixle or the hmisc. espe 
cualiy from the lower Rom. » * milaroee which the hmaues put up with. 


Tfc. • «■») U S> a*K 
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wi«h windy any complaint Th* drainage Am* water *mka hava 
, mainly effected considerable improvement inwards the pnimoaun <* 
«ksntmr*s but *W the dlr.y md nhhy time of m«i «f «h« &im V 
rtwellin^ linus* « a notorious Diet. Ily • wnall »loor only there 
« consimimtautm between the inner an.! enter ajnmneni; thou-4 the 
Imurt be a small nor, say from three to four ••*#*** wh..:h is *rtm% 1 
the case In such ammtled tty as Cakutla. and should the woman talk lonU 
troth U> I* kud by then oairide, they are not only .mtantly tUn k rJ 

hut severdy reprimanded fur the liberty. The rfreai pmary < t,e * 

,cnana syrteni hmrever, broken by females betof! oUig»l to travel m * 
kodway am,rfi< though Hindoo* of rank, whenever they h*»e orrasnm 
to go on pdgrmuigt- by Kail, generally engage a reserved amrpanmfmt 
tor the trmales yet they cannot manure to preserve absolute jntvnry 
•beo gmng inro or coming out of llm c’arriaK* at the Railway Stat ion i 
To return w the grand foul SALt, an the day =u* awwo K 

is jun up mer the omn yanl of the lusose. are *nt to 

each of the lamilies United, and the fiurstt lnumt female ndw»'f> # 
begin to curne in from ten In the morning; a general .ptrn of hdanty 
prevails on oil sides, noise ami busUe ensue, the women **c tuny 
*n rcottYtng .heir guests, jueparaitons a« being made for the sn*A 
feast, the men OOtshfe direct the bearers where next tog* ihc 

iUlie children have their own shale wl juvenile fiolk. the young 
and the aged mauraw are seen *peakmg to their respective frtend, with 
inuu.al love, affeomn and oanfuleuie i and dgo* of joviality and v.onvi 
iuhty axe seen every where. It is «m such ocearima that women uu- 
bosom themselves to each other. oral freely «d unreservedly comma- 
mc;uc their fed**** their thoughts. their ddiea, m» *b«‘* ™ 

fi lends of congenial spirit and temper; their amveraaiinn know 1 no em . 
then umiahic lovdtoc* almost tjwntaneoiuly develops itself: they 
unburden their minds ot the ***** load of eecumulaieii thought*; 
ilieir Joys ami lomrw*. their happiness and misery, thor sympathy ami 
emotion. plejwurabl* or painful, have ihr.ir full x-o{»e H thry ui* 
naturally gomdmis they become more %•» at «*ch a jovial iMetnbiage, 
so tt.ii one can dive deepest down into ihe.r beans on wh* an 
occasion. Many a matrimonial match r* proposed and matansl at *u*-h 
meetings and to crown the whole, inters of kindmJ spuit emhtate each 
other with all the warmth at genuine *uve and affeetmn If their 
maids are contracted by reason vf uranty culture, their heart* are full *»l 
affection, tympaihy and susccpxibilhy, whkh cannot fail to escrchc a 
iHtnrhcul induem e ou human nature. 
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■ In «(Kit fcmaln-v ars JllijwtHi Ur have vrinn 1 ' JUisuwFrl^lil <U 

frtrmn&i, .ir-rthrliivi: frt 01m ItLin^. \ \ua id cuitrw mil (unit .w be-E^r* t 
vfrbiied Taiie, frrrT»tfcp|iiiTfl iJir! boatmU id ilc sRiuij «Mrh %a> the 
flimt vttf' li.vfci 'lUn-’irv aiiti Anil 'AMMy.'.. ;ii<* ■. iTfiii'EtruJ, whit 
•-in runtime not i tittle to :f»e 4mttirina i n id the 4*-vcn>H!t-J tfOeWV 
(rtiTnnte'i withm the i-tfl. psT a ck‘*C renaou (hey ire Mtiknn -ntflercil 
raioj wtKh Wfirithtiad Iltv-crt^ 1 Olio trf IT>.? *, m.ve ivrrfer n.il rttf j’flrltJ 

Or ^:i»i-r pa!*, to d /'■ran nr betd itre trcety nmnfljj 

Them. They *it fro heft rbc ■; or chirrs, rnr -4 a at ilnwn h.ircfuiUed; an 
/hf(it 4 •ViV-liTmi tj ctr-in -vFjitss iherr,, rmrt enjoy itit tfhm>uLi io t!r»;ii 
tii % in 'cmii-ru. Hir^ mniMattsnu CQuhnni: Jill evtmtiy, crticiturr 
IJ-IJ; Ihej^icn'f. '.'[ill *nnon g&di nnl ^oditei-e'f tl Jfuirjp^ Knabnn nrr;i 
m miince^s kdilliij; IlKi t: irtnliiig jm IHvanjn *mvil a rnurreure ?ro 
■ hr hi irEamtesu nhg enjHfrieuteii ji fctir hjsi^t^ oj frer parent::',. bir: 
those jicniiriimjf cn Kn:d inn and If drib.: wJl <jf hh juvenile frolrei with 
in- tmuher unit rhe mUtnxinufs, an if nnjciou* kotik* rot duappotmcd LovOt 
xhldu ilrot^h They nwy appear luimfe^. 1 1 their wor*l)ippct$i, bavif 
hMcrtlwie^i a pwtifc! tendency to debus* (hr nfl&ds of fetnaks. 11y 
h’Ay of c neunra^cnWnt, the tingntg olid <h tin rig yirU receive, 'hcimc* 
their I tier, presents of icinnavy clotla* am! shawl*. aceonjmg to the 
eireiKTtitniLcejr dI the jurtffe* retaining. iliotn. To do out women jmtfcne, 
however. It U pfe.mirtj; !•> reflet!' lli;U tli* p;t'i;rcs5 af cii fly, ft ten me ill Ii4;i 
of fate E=.',r2 wrought u. Jt&liHiuy clir.11 ;o Inthnr niiuli InateaiJ ul the 
furmn A'iiiWj (hfin^i i whirl -.•«* ftfiiimcfuEly cttanicten *rd by the wut »l 
lt»ao» id obwietiHyitu I mimm-ltUy, they have imbibed j Kite Ear outlie 
ijIjli .uni fetieed tnleriaiomtHilt Mtir.rl jtiul IhEelh-iiiJikt impTOvemeni 
i.viintjT'i.v perfn fly secluded leirtAlei it b litre ts.irbicjjet o! ii-iiimud 
1.. i-.[.■- _■:rui The yorunj jiEiil ifne i(iri^lltly id h nMiirail) to be ot- 
pC.'M&J, ilje-r iunlteiIldSti ;UCiSL: bLn IJlk tilling eLlerly* uxid dtciL«^bi. 

Cul fer-idea oiiiko ilL* bell of ihe Appurtuniij 1 ifi < juv e: *uit ion rJurnt 
kl iHUCzillc 1‘i’ii 1 ■ rAih ElitSae of iHtft -Wti L;e wj 4 kitulif|&. 0>ry hane 
csfV»rnJy sin Jiinite hir iLinic frivolous emetrainmenn, fKtt tht [liujLS’hu 
,||ul f ih" he: ue pie». mu to hrjvU) on iheh miluli- A:;e msd *1- 
peflsnuet tnve Um^liL theiu m 'L.iird tUe euMynsnt -tf un.itlnys-.l 
dsnnr£ti J fdicity m itie thiel etui id Elm a ty- : J Hindoo housenifc 
Hindst tjf STIvfjJ eteelieiL'.c, 

Ab?ntl fuoir wtk iu Uie afu-rtnxjii, •ilieuitlniiiM Ad tbe irr 

arotofsk'd ic-^ihur, ttt«i: p-itaUef ivi • id jtfntv.. »r r a» *lc* itit.,ybe .me 
kjmtc Ami\ fnnKt thc- urmfeU I* tine* in itr= cunfi- 

yajil, in 1 he *nhid of wloeh HJiLiCsd tlie seal if ihtr ir.-. : .nmi ^rri, -rlnib, 
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hV m-tij uf (Uiunalw, « pitnrU *hUc '*iih r ^ c P«* e W1 ’ 3 ’ 

unwriit* delict Adnntfd with flitte-totf pM. ^ 

dciM mill *«<=* *“* ****** *“ to c ' :3l?l 3,E L 1 *!“* 

-f Wj th< waifa graefftlfly tmute **« locular acil, tfiien i* EVimn^l 

*f «*** t wufow, t» &$»* «*“« °* TllC 

w *«i ra «*«. tot™ «*xb A **& **** « *T 

" h,ck ^ *" 

serve ih t purposes of plats* ami #!***«. Beto ii^ rtJUMf* * Itfu* * 
rtwJI 14 *>biM<hI ( ami a ro?^ «**& ■» f4,cb “ Jl1 11 *° nCb ?* " 
1npt for the | 0 k for «0h OfM?; *** * tMirfe,Et “** 
lltii'cn or ttreesn son* wf fwietrotst^ p4pt**~ 

Ft tod mth f u«] m lb* tb^jd **&&**, eutr.« *f **«*! 

ktiuu, mtf. Mid Sflfll mUk, are pravistal for lU* Uc f=fli*3c 

«iati«s «f ttw cirl HPU«** ** ^ U *"!■ ™ !m[ * r 

fitmrty l* sliced to «pwt ib Huuluo-fcm.de* W™ 

tr, before m. Betnjf imi t* V** ^ 

«™ «e«rrv^ A« ««**«■» of ***** "* *“* 
and no ildpctrtvi? thertfrom tl tdararaL ll **ol unumittran l 
tmi tinted futute*. or mot* property fps-dd&lk intndsf* cuiiirjml>r *o^ie 
mum or olfMjr. to out -mb rb= garnpw; W-toaS ** *** fttlL 
by Hit nufff ifktftffli a«apifM*** «* 1 *"* ^P nlnI * 
mi^i t iiiiiunUy removeil thru teji^ Hrn y i! ' ^vtr, £*> 

away with mum fit llwir lip*. Kfll t«w “ J fc ” llt * li ^= 4=4 416 

ID li*.vvn ihr ktKJiit CllhuUI St Fitltff.* 

After the fcait ts out, lie womeft, wh*!iih£ Iheir t <uu^ ^rs** «' '- ,lL '' 
ctprm limit- xotKl triples fot the wre ilci' trry of dm *tH ^»1 ut( ^ 

fli rpjuuthHifi rot leluminu U'MDft, ll«e confu*iiro . . HlM,r <0 '‘ 

Kipicrii on lilt iinttilmrtfcEiii* dcWro pf *11 to nsiuni Ummfi&i ** 1 ’ 
mr iK^irtt tit uih ibcu aoxMy Imronwi m«re towo*e ti* «e twi 

of tliEii nittettt ehiwitai jqhf aiidc tiinr fronted ««!*« 

uf theiti jOmtitt iinbluhilo^y rnskv a n*«ti itid eoltt tie frti /U&at 
thaLcnfli» in tlicir *>-'^y r rcgmrdlfiJ* alihe of ti^ r *ail it»* nU=» ol 


SE£S@S^iS@^ra«SS 3 iS£ 

_-JlTl!TT*._ nrTfw n -- im.fJtir^e*• him- ^ 

S^wi^ti£r^fe CBmi SUtw ™-i "■ i, * 1 ^ ! "r V 4 y* 1 

M ^ tw<j M tfen lk», l iel<te *W »mr»» ft*" •“*# *■ T 

Fj« l.iru I -J_ Lt«u ii i:1.1_ _lt *i #uIm if fcEft^fBlHk 

M! 
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decomiu If loo lamilir* are invited, ubuui ten Flatten are retained 
Hucicncy carriage* art sometime* Hifwlitntcd in place of fWtwrr, 
Hut whatever arrangements ire made it is next to impossible to satisfy 
ki =» people at one mil tlie **tne time. The guests are never 

expected to tLnJ their own oonrcyauc** Before coming, some o 4 them 
keep the Palanquin watting fur an hour o< so, while they art «**£«*<* 
at their mile: and adorning their person* with direr* omnmeTX* It 
is nut luifrrqueutly the case mi such occasions that female? in pom 
cmrutmtonars borrow ornament* from tlicit mace prospenm* t’nrnds, 
tn otder to appetir in society to the best advantage In the sbeence 
of mefual actnmpllshmenia, Hindoo Indict necessarily *« n hig'» 
value on the jewels about their petson*. Some twenty year, back, 
tinuiire ««i>rli»s of guld were considered the most rtikoxUJ omnincm*, 
«o utuch m. that some rich I Ad res were adorned with gold articles alone 
l« (tie weight of 6 re 7 lb*.: to an English lady, this might appear incre¬ 
dible, but il b » fax t which does uot admit of any comradicticm 
Hindoo female* ore religiously furoidden to wear gold ornament* abtrni 
tlifi fcet, It being considered a mark <if disrespect to f.uArmte fguddc** 
of prosperity.) hence they pul on pairs of solid massive silver rnitits 
or oaklet*, weighing sometime* about jRn.; though anch nwaivcani- 
arc A greet incumbrance to the free motion of the ttmbc, they Are 
nrvatbdbV used with great plcainue. Indeed H has been sarcastically 
nrnvfcHerd that were a Hindoo lady offered a gold ffrimtsttmt to wear 
ramwJ tun neck, weighing Mime ooffia she wouid gladly accept the oiler 

u. td go through the ordeal. But «f the spread of English alucaikw has 
improved the minds of llie people, u ha* likewise unproved that taste ; 

_ul of ma^ive gohl ornaments, luxiics of the p<e*ctu day prefer those 
„f delicate diamond cut workmanship, set with pearl* and precious atone* 

v . ,.fr . ALx. ditoka*r % Uni/Urnr, sartor, tJ&tJ, Ayis», m.timuftkH 

ftqf i, bttsteleti of «a ot seven patterns, and eai-rmg* of three or four 
fends, h»r winch gitls ia «»y eatiy youth perforata thfnr ears m 8 nr io 
placoK s« also their pose* m two piaccL By ilwu choice of the modern 
oiiuiuirnis thay shea- their preference for deganre to mere weight. 
Brilliant i'earl neckhu:*** of from seven to nine rows, und costly 
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bijouterie* of randan ftyle. be.« mpcrxeded thn olderalilnned viral 
tZ ******* rani /tor,. A rkl. Udr b ""totem 

(erarileiy «* I 5 A» .. *w« K»p««nl.p«r*- ■‘**~ l 
conn., nnh . Lnly blb* cynoeere of tf eym. nml th._ «» of 0. ° ‘™- 
peny man a raleillte. lound tbo pnmiry P 1 ""- Cul '" k * 
^L, b lb. m>KI ran, pM ■* ”** ^ " 

t=nT t .,„.cr« ram ha to. fairan. titW” Sb« « <«.««.«, ra >* 

•Mtt, “u> ihe il"U,. r touml of m. omranrm. <if gob vul gan« nn bet 
pa >nv • A. me stand ten, re of ra.r.aran, her fra,, her (MMl ** 

.. (din. the raibtot of general mtiaim. raid 

envy xU. continue* to be talked of even oiler the "ten. of me foM* 

m thru li«*nirv ,b <(l 

I„ O* v«W v towm-cr, «l«r ornament* am more m 

-« -V ..rap, becniira .be 

am thr Tnr-*n« «f people ui tbo city. 

tnvera men .«*«. b gob .nd tf.ra .bd. b "»•* “ •*£ 
»<«um in time, of «ed *»d Th ""f’ m ^ 

pen,,,, bon ra **-./«**•« far goW end .dm «»•«• *« »■* 
only am.™ bin men den edont tbcir ptmon. mtb «>bd »t, -to 

brgtfL 1 fan. mo «*• »"*'* a * n 

.ammo™.. nf ctmxototfb value: their ditto. 

exceedingly U.dty, raid ben,, no conexpaudceee w m^nram 

critttool gull .be, era,, mout. > <mce .ajbral . rabI to 'to 

Cum «*«** ** ro “' , h “ " h “' h 

ms? over 4 Ri, «K*th *^xj uI i- 000 R |T P e€S * , 

In Qengei Uulo cluldren «c >een »uh e«dd otnranenw a, u to■ • 
ran.- ..II they rax 6 yean. of «e. but «,u". nte mirair fm frm, m 
pra.ian. Wbm . node child I. horn to . tevpean.d. H ‘ m ^’ 

Id the mother uremxuhl, gram. ,0 udom to (torn, raid, rararatoto. 
especially at the time ef rra/l (cbltomogl. »■. »t 8 ">«"'*» « « e « 

, mate anil ? month* for a female chiht . . . 

When ,he teiwlex t»:um boom the. .be enlertimment. it I » 

men. of -ratty b p* huppy ,0 epb* <*■ * ■? 

nppoctunmei rae abided them to g.velree ten. to,he,, toinf*.*00* 
„,rt a,bex—. human being elwny. f«U anhwP «' l»“M! “ • 
paftol, hoboed vote : he or .ho nnmrxlt, longx (« “ 

Lfrns ■. dime madfee. In both men The r«« *'« mnumbra 

j_m. »vc_cC IM 

il mit=3# wti 


l,ra Atfd /torato. r^fb, •*- ^ ^ 
rat Hi. •» “r*** l ^'"’ 19 


Whlk tlua* •* • 
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lit i he i-Lie *4 Hindoo 144id, ih>? iinmjjrt iht deux* fnr e«uU mVsr- 
tniirsiL t ,lu 4 fcaiuifl Mimloo itudy <*Ut her vpalttl ntAd'v’y ■ |t(tr=±; 
tile Imgmke to k*ck About tk Ahmter* of i rJi> -r>-l 

with gurris tto Imtti tlikx ui I It c Light of dny: Tha Itrijndii; a by W 
meant. 4 ri imtiia l nn« btit U prutiiplci by the irrtiiUi'bLfi intljlenz:e tlf 
aaiutjL Thf touting cjiiiULuJoa, oa uuuii K " ^huit 

<]in[l 1 lia^Tr tbit gooJ fotume uy *ec >uy a^nitt V M Why, aijf before kayf,* 
i * iht ctatmtsm nt|jJy The qnnummativa of the tbiy re, if long deferred, 
EuttuiyJly pioduaja of dlicocUcuL A few After the M the 
LuiilHei tluu were tamed, give a tangible proof uf ilseit regard for the 
;rre.;tlii!]L jltl liyunlcblgbu ptettdLi ufclotkes 4isdl VA'tejKwuU ju: Cot dills 
to ihtir rtspoctivo ckc unt-tier i ittt , p u imuter <4 tuurvs die nearni rsla- 
tiv»lt rsuhiu^ ibt lichen prcJta^v 


N’nJT. ft. 

nir, IK/DDESS SOOBACH IS EE. 

Tho fallowing it the *loryr of title £odik«;—Jo ioeiteio iilligo there 
livid • pKtr KriFittiLn biij' T wlitwc fova/ty ivii wcU-known ibroughOul the 
mi| 1 ibd'Jt!U)fi<L Out day a Itihi rmta nuw u> w*H jttiif u* (Jn rering 
which the boy bc^jzi in cty fur itn:m Hji miL|btir, j poor *U.u, 

ihottgh ¥ory riflAtio:iL to eaiiifv Hit craving of her wn, >mi| t)nfrirt nnai 4 y no 
miLtiii to Ihi them* svheroopi)[t the tiahef woman mTfrcu .1 -jv ill, ..ric* of 
tiit: L y. uiTtiied lu girc her credit nod iaid ahe would cmiir fin the juice 
on Iter way horns. Meoistimii the ixiothei eoaktil the li .’i,, but beiWc 
htc ma had time To o« Sibern. she fiibfcrweHTuin, .i., ariliog to her fwr>* 
nu«. nrtvnwl fwtbt jirm-i. The old wonum being tniil nn-dd*. lo pj, 
din l; 5 h vnstviJtiE (SmutimiuiT The return of ihe fiah. whlrlr tin ,•[> guoluul, 
I 111 wj> Mining to iftke hack. rhi* iidfi^ .f-In. iii € 1)0 6 - p Warmer, had 
tlv advuMtaga of tAsTmg the *Wp nude df the vtLr mucii 

pir iied Ail!: the taste Of tusiioat fu- 4 thui hr. emdil uui itikt ifoj leinp- 
uliim of mahtin one; daf 4 b*w duck Ifelimgldg to thn hln^ 1^4 catitig 
it pmUtLy* ilK) Ninn 3 iai(c the theft ,n 5 listed lo the pj<tj 

Bufamih bdf, .’<ho tein^ ittmiuoued iieforc tha king, wm uitj, -owicted 
wwI wruencetl so be impmasod^ as which the uteriliri became mcouiuj- 
UUBi Scfljnfr berdjAtrtiA aad <fo*pondeoey, die jprJde , a Dwrgjj, i* the 
fonii of .'kMbvhmer, Appcvtil 10 hat in a dream, 4 iid, gi. ioghc- bo|«H ef 
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c&nWlatton licstti Intis foMhs hivT^, evcrtltulh »d(! ] 5 il l>ei H' 
form thii.wwtnp nf the pnHt*. ■ ■ - "• (he -t'-w ■’ 

injunniun, iticdjtl as site wm* HLrutiv! dOil ( mimic Mui 1 ' 

jane inxmen wnfc two pttfca fog* and mfe with * > 4 is«r fcs) htmaL a 
jiiri. jf the cenenumy. After ihe jttrfwnaact of lltn "whip ^ (be 
expiatory nte- *'■* Itnim- flHerlni- which r*|:ihU« d! *«n, *Ue liuty 

YMTer -Rfiiij; iprinliled nte she fsashtri -il *)i« v-toliin t\£ix* du - 1 thin wctc 
ronceafori under she it±hc“-, She drwnr'J din* « “ **««« lalwsd u> life 
Anri 'em hack 10 she kutf* polity yrd The mi^ulou* rcniicliMmf, <.f 
lUe il«t* was wthc nrwirc *>f 5 lie Ving* who i«a»eiii-iuJ\ MiilT ^ 

tfur ftow -fill woman am! ijnfimpntii her hi-** the Inttt -J-itL 
Triads alive ngion; 'he slid wnmaa, irembtHkif thfinsj£h faii sr! jird aU die 
pnnwruhirj ntwiu she ii^iGwanot of thr £r«klr »in * Jirjltr, l" , s' h Ll s*► 

being fapsfied a* to ihcmnli of tjttt, .wtteswtl the raptiu* ! J V W 1 » 
retssifffl 4i ■>«« and br-m^hr to h>* (itr-. rur* 1 , luuriitdlhi: that tbe 
<ki5i mi hi have been rery (irtipirifi® to iltr aid wmnart amt bet v*® 
Om* liSh ng iira ininuccn cm die .mbjetn, he eml witbtn lum-vii Jip nt'iJiL 
riot have a bsuor nnctth hit hi* dattgltitr* ^!j" *iJ4vi( (usrfw^eildc 
than ilie laic delinquent' So the nupitaJa *»«e diiljf vifonml*=J with bc- 
romiqg 5 >miiii, iinil the juior Iljalraitt Utiiily ft^cil aver dltir in * *hstc<ii 
fjTC'Jit a'rtuu’tvrjc did till (rfi LfllEK Hblscteo fit !ll4 0 *lh>-’ J hj v i f -h*»oJl 

Icari? sfrti rale pjbiHMj Hr iliatr nerjen* *tid i^el a ptcyllUi tfoh^bJ nr teE ^ lr 
ini{ it mi certain Oceanians- 


O 

Tbs vfiihi^i of (he ancLrirf Hinrlno sages, j» haorfo*! down wtn by 
‘niiiwy nmi itrulmon, mcnntestflMs prove that they wwr* ••hirHy ibtirlit 
but di ilietr nbjpnua uleu tint suin'cmely Jnt04cmdintii.il, ill suiitd W 
itic fcimpirlicnsiPi til tbs ^nSift mas? nMhe [mpki and flWVtpieiilJjf 
b<ii ndupted Co broij: peace ani res* lo the mirnl, their tkacenftaHin 

Uartu ur nwidjfr ihci*a nka* and prottially resluitti ihirtn hi the level ef 
l\i? pcrpolai tmiScrvtandmg. They ^ruUtaUy crc iltd i rrmitv. i r. Hit 
Crratcrr, rhe IVcwmov mui the De m r oy er , hua ;n ihn» rriml w« not 
rtf&cieriliy aitromre or lotAlBgfbk to the mileiitml ma as, who whTtUdsI 
ssmsrtfiiTig: m ibe ^iliapc tf rtil t tjrfrjjihte pcnomfirrificiti of <he oh-'ty, hi 
plat-e of rndiiirntt, rmrsiMer alifernsthml hdi^p, a ijniflitHX j»rrilb*«Hl 
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iitlwjumlly attempted In «ltsfy ilwtir wishrs by foiomg open them a 
wlmh* rabble 'i xod» and goddesses, which are almost a* imium- rablt a* 
fht pebble* «i« I be vu alwire, (n mtmrncaJ strength the Panihamt 
*4 the Hindoos fctr surpass that U Ihr Egyptian*. Gmdb, rod the 
What annrnt system <if mythology can tamed to many a* 
359 «uJl«..n gM* and A* its mythology, v> in chronology, 

the Hmilixit «amj unrhailed. Their pantheon t* a> capacious and et> 
tensive as Uteri antiquity* it unfathomable and prehistoric. The nojpn 
vf the Pm ant: mythology 1.t o he attributed m thit national predilection i 
ami the wordni* of the female denies trill* bloody wurificri is mtemird 
fa irrrify the ignorant populace into supemninu* beltef* will grutier than 
arete habitual to them. 

lit* milqtmy of the Ilnthminical trend and nf the rtlqpmvt synntn* 
tfttmrporated into, and engrafted no rt, has Irmg tttsn a-mhjert nf titter- 
Citing Inquiry. It is not my intimtion in go mtft the subject morn deeply 
than mmrly to affirm that it is <tUl a debatable proof among the most 
dutmgnulied orientalist*, whether or not the Egyptian* and i.irxrk* 
bnmumd their system of mythology from that of the Hindoos, and after¬ 
word* tmprosed on u try disrating H of the grosser c tc n g c c nces The 
character nf the Hindoo deities u more or less pocnie, hnpx t ne and 
ungndty, not povsevsinj; any of the card mid niton, such as become 
the living anil mt* t Usd Itotring to steer dear of «xch deformities and im¬ 
parities, the fi reek* and Romans con iterated separate temples to “ Virtue, 
Tnnh, f‘kty. Chastity, Clemency, Mercy, Jo it ice, Faith, Hope and 
l4bcny. M 

It a a remarkable fart, toys Want, that M thr w.epttod pan of man- 
ktnd luv» aUny* been pantal to heathent m. Voltaire, Oihlum, Hume 
fee, have beep often charged with a stmng partiality for the Creriitt *wl 
Roman idolatries 1 and mart) Europeans In India are Turpectesl of hav¬ 
ing inime buyv ttntlc« Toward* heathenism Evrn Sir William Jones, 
whose cccummcndaiion of the Holy Scripture f«mnd in his Hihle after 
hu death,> has hem hi often and to deservedly quoted. It ts said, to 


• It h > uiiwi *11 wUst tkts Mr IKIWai, «fc*» fan mr*m ht* ** C*h •* C«*»i U»«" !•«■» 
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pkia-it hi# bandit. was to study Ihr Shram* «uh the image 

*1 a Hindoo god placed on hi* table ; and hi# fine metrical traroJatrnni 
4 nhdutrmi. hymn, are known lo em)- lover of rwrse. In the ante 
spirit, we observe, that tigum and aUuunn* tt> the ancient idoUtnc* 
arc retained in almost aH modem p*ct;. al compand ton* and cren in tome 
Christian writitips." 

It has licen vrry wisely remarked by • philosophical traveller, Ur 
Clarke, that * 4 by a pro|Mi attention tn the T«n 4 n of anrietit wperetition, 
“0 arc mntetimes enabled to rrbrr 4 ulwde people to their original aoccj 
t rs, wiih es much, tf mvt more certainty, than by obtenmimo* made 
Upon their language; l Krause the superstition u engrafted an the stocks 
hot the language is liable tn change 4 Writing on the some idl>,<rt, Sir 
William June* remark*. •* if the festivals ot the obi Greeks, Ibrmaoj, 
li.imint, Egyptian* and Goths, mnUl be arranged with exacmer* in the 
t ime form with the Indian, there would be found a miking rrvmhlancc 
among them j and an attentnm mmpun*<m of them all, might tlatiw 
light an the religion, and perhaps on the history , nf the primitive 
world.* 

The Egyptian* described the source of the Nile as (lowing from 
* ‘am j so the Hindoos represent the holy stream of thr Ganges as ffrw- 
mu from the head of Uwans, which Sir William /ones u beautifully des- 
tribes in hi* hymn tn Ganga- 

* *Wtt lLa •■cri a wrtjd Sate 

Ok UnI ■*—'« trv. «lw» MV 7 nn 
n.»*a »mh * ■«4«*»ta, pk. 

MWU*k Mot, 1S1M *f ***•• 

U'UM Mr^l, w rk*< W*. 
rue « In IMU * Un r »*, 

AM U 4 tw trmmi »n m snnt j»t«v. 

Will 1 nUltMl #•••» Wl*r | 

AH EUUW nsrii <• kbt fk Oik «V)X, 

Tin IWImup yutk. ■!! WUmt tilt* 

At * uAM [on. n !*■■! |W A*>, 

W ** |We» ha* M* **=», tnl U»n4 y tapn Sw 
Spckdf Maim*. mil thaao disfe pan! li«* areat HI lU •**#.“ 

for cnnpoatng such line metrical tnmtiaiuma <d“ iiinlatruuv h)mtr*, 
Mt. K*-*t« find* trull with tha conduct of Sir WiUiam Jones: he writr>, 
'* l OMlt»« help feeling a degree of regret, la reading lately il»r Mr 
meats **t the admirable and estimable Sir William Jwjt*. Seme nf hi* 
moarehc* in Asia have n« doubt imniroiutly sored the cause of religion 
Ixit did he think the lent po.uldr direct icrrire had been rendered lo 
Cfctmiauuy, that ht> au.uuipU*bet! mmd was left at iruure fu bynttrs lo 
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i he Hindoo gods? Wj* dot tlii* ■» violnumi even of licarrality, sod 
an jffciue, out only «£<ilRit the ^>*pcl, but ng*inR finnan itscltf I krs<*«- 
whai may be said about personification, license of poetry, and »r> on. bnl 
*hiruld ain a worshipper of God bold bim«ff uoder a «ol«mn nhllgartum 
t* abjute all tolerance iff even poetical figure % that cun striomij *t<m. 

In any nay whatever, to recognise »bc |wg*n dinnutet or abominations, 
(h« prophet* of Jehovah would have called them* What would El>' 
,uh haw tutd ui «ich an employment of talents. 4 (t would ham aiai'^d 
little tn haw told him, that these divinities were only pcrMinifiraiwm* 
t«ith tbeit appropriate repmiurntatux idols) of nl)jects in nation, of e!e- 
rnr'-.ix, or «f alistmaitini. He would have sternly replied—'* And was not 
Baal, wbove prophets 1 d efr n yed, the sstnr?'” 

Ih Stiles, President of Yale College in North Arntwa, w.w Ki highly 
impressed with the amaiing «ntk|utty of tbc Hindoo Shusnas that hr 
nr He u» Sir William Jones, asking him to make a search ut.nng tin- 
Hindoo hw «he Adamic !*»«ks. Had he not been a nnccrc Christian, he 
wt*uld have asked Sit William to send him a translation of a bonk writ 
ten some two o> three milliana of veais ago. 

General Stewart, who lived in Wood Street. Calcutta. was said to 
hM made a Urge u>Ue*tlon of Hindoo idols, which ho arranged m it.e 
portico of His house. He was so fond of them that, it w». 64id, a Rralt» 
imn wn» engaged to perform the daily worship white he bimseJf led the 
Ufc of s Hindoo rixAi at saint. Inasmuch m he totally abstained from 
the use of either wine or meat. 

Sw h instance* of partiality nn tbe pan of enlightened OimfiAns %n m 
wards heathenism, we do oot see in the present day. In the carty limn 
of tbe Rrhtsb settlement In bulln, there was a strong mania for exploring 
it,r ontrmldrn field cf Bramlnkanrarntng. anti the unfathomable anti- 
quny in which « was Imbedded The philosophical theoric* of Ihn 
Afnmat and A&Ui, their aublimn conception* concerning the origin of 
ihc world am! the unity of God. their inter indifference to worldly concern* 
anil mnnual greti fiat ions, their living in sciptesurcd ajAntmt, the pnu 
tire of religion* austenno, the rib.mr.ulm, of passions, and above oil. 
their pure, devotional spirit lent an enchantment to then- teachings, 
which war, in the highest degree, fa&cinaiing. It was noc an ordinary 
phenomenon in the annals of the human intellect that Europeans, I**- 
je»t&igalltlte advantages of modem dvdltanon, should go *o far a* 
etHttnatn a «rt of religious veneration for a system of polytheism. which 
even the nati»e* of the country nowa-day* denounce a* puerile and 
abmid * Deeper' reseaubes ha*c, however, subaequently dissipated the 
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deltuuin, anil thrown the rahjcct a grtssi body of light, nhlih d:e 
progress ol Wcsieni knowledge t» daily increasing. 


Note O. 


THE HAmAchAkEE FOLLOWERS OF KALI 
tu inruc |uiii of Bengal anti Avwin, there *ull wl i u a ten of 
Hindoos known by the name of /WifckiJieut °t the Wlitww id the 
f :mahJ energy, who procure a *ciic* of Pwra+hiXab* o^icj in the name 
uf On* celestial gudde.* wbrch are nothing Uwaiban abominable. The 
fallowing i* »rough programme or the rite. The Brahmin who t* to perfmm 
the ceremony ths upon a sham image of the goddess m a private fount, 
having beside him at the same time a quantity ol ilnwera, red nnd&l 
holy water, copper porn, pJantuin ami other (cult*, gteeu plantain lea%r», 
parched peas, conked tab and dob, and a retrain quantity of tpirituou* 
liquor. Wben night approache* he take* the dbw-jplr. win* it to he inilsat- 
ed into I hr room, wuh nine females and nine malct of different caste- s, 
with one female fur himself and another for the dixiplc, and makes them 
nil *11 down uo tire rtoor. Taking up a email coppet pan and a little of 
the holy water, he •ponkles u on all present anil then proceeds with 
rti-Mcd cyei U) repeat a solemn incantation to the following effect "O 
joddesa. rlcKcud and vouchsafe thy blessing* in Hofomnluiu *the tuottfc 



thou mi: these offerings are all'at thy service’; »ymgibis, be whtsger* 
III bin e.11 the root of the wuafr.t. From thai time the goddess become* 
las guardian deity. The Brahmin Gooroo then goes through divers other 
futmuLu. pausing for a while to serve and distribute liquor in a human 
skull or coemnut shell to all the devotees, hinudi setting the example 
cmt. He next desires the females to lay wide their doibcs, atul bull hi. 
urw disciple adore them as the huntf per*onu.catio»is of ihe gothic.. 
Ealing and drinking now go on freely, the male* taking what ti left by 
Ihe females Towurd* the dose of the ccremooy, the disciple, baptised in 
llqu.-r, pi events ol clothe* and money to the priest and all the men 

»nd women piesem. It la easy to conceive what son of devotional 
«p*m U evoked by the performance of lire* aboumwhlc orgies. Happily 
fm the interests of morality In this country, the sett u he • ily cutrntt. 
CJ . C pi Ln the mow nlmcnrr parts ol Arran; and Oer— 1 
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